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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ABORTION ACTIVIST – 01
6 of the most unexpected converts
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/matthew-archbold/6-of-the-most-unexpected-converts
By Matthew Archbold, April 5, 2011 EXTRACT
Norma McCorvey – the “Jane Roe” of Roe v. Wade. Her name will forever be linked to the horror of legalized abortion but her soul is committed to God and the pro-life cause. She became a Catholic at a Mass concelebrated by Fr. Frank Pavone.
Defenders of the Faith, Inc.

http://www.thedefender.org/who.shtml  

Rev. Frank A. Pavone 
Father Frank A. Pavone was ordained as a priest of the Archdiocese of New York by John Cardinal O’Connor in 1988. In 1993, with the Cardinal’s permission, he became national director of Priests for Life. He has spoken in all 50 states and five continents, helping priests and others fight abortion. He produces radio programs for Mother Angelica’s station, EWTN, the Vatican Radio, and numerous other outlets. His writings on pro-life topics are published worldwide. 
Mother Teresa asked him to speak in India on life issues. He was invited to address the pro-life caucus of the United States House of Representatives. In 1997, the Vatican appointed him to the Pontifical Council for the Family, which coordinates the pro-life activities of the Catholic Church. In 1998 Father Pavone received into the Catholic Church, Norma McCorvey. She is the former “Jane Roe” of the Supreme Court’s abortion decision Roe vs. Wade. Norma is now pro-life. In 2001 he received the Proudly Pro-life Award from the National Right to Life Committee. 

Roe v. Wade's "Jane Roe" to appear in pro-life commercial
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/roe_v._wades_jane_roe_to_appear_in_prolife_commercial/
Catholic News Agency, June 18, 2008
Roswell, Ga. - Norma McCorvey, the plaintiff "Jane Roe" in the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion nationwide, will appear in her first-ever television commercial to lament her role in the case.

Since the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, documented abortions have killed more than 50 million unborn babies in the U.S.

In the new commercial McCorvey says, "Back in 1973 I was a very confused twenty-one year old with one child and facing an unplanned pregnancy. At the time I fought to obtain a legal abortion, but truth be told, I have three daughters and never had an abortion." 

"Upon knowing God," she continues, "I realize that my case, which legalized abortion on demand, was the biggest mistake of my life. You read about me in history books, but now I am dedicated to spreading the truth about preserving the dignity of all human life from natural conception to natural death."

McCorvey is now an active Catholic.

The commercial is produced by Virtue Media, which describes itself as an organization "dedicated to producing and airing powerful and life-saving television, radio commercials and educational films."
Susan Gerdvil, Communications Director at Virtue Media, told CNA that the organization is working with different pro-life groups to air the commercial but a broadcast is not yet scheduled.

Norma McCorvey’s commercial is viewable at Virtue Media's website.

'Jane Roe' of Roe v Wade attacks Notre Dame decision to honour pro-abortion Obama
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/damianthompson/9685746/Jane_Roe_of_Roe_v_Wade_attacks_Notre_Dame_decision_to_honour_proabortion_Obama/ 
By Damian Thompson, May 2, 2009 

The woman whose pregnancy provoked the Roe v Wade court case that legalised abortion in the United States in 1973 has condemned the decision by Notre Dame University to invite the fiercely pro-abortion Barack Obama to deliver its commencement address on May 17.
Norma McCorvey - the "Jane Roe" of Roe v Wade - is now a Catholic pro-life campaigner. And she has joined 60 Catholic bishops in condemning the university's decision to honour the most "pro-choice" politician ever to sit in Congress.
"Obama is not the ideal person to speak to a young bunch of kids that are going out into the world for the first time," she told me. "These people will have to remember that it was him who spoke at their graduation for the rest of their natural lives. We have many in the pro-life movement that are better qualified to do this. I am really surprised more parents haven't pulled their kids out. I have heard that many of them will not show up this reason."
Norma is a brave lady: in the 1980s she revealed herself to be the "Jane Roe" of the famous case, and in the 1990s she converted to Christianity.  In 1998 she became a Catholic and now campaigns for civil rights "for everybody, including the unborn". (Incidentally, she never had an abortion: the case took so long that she had the child, which was adopted.)
As I wrote the other day, "Notre Shame" is turning into one of the biggest PR disasters of Barack Obama's presidency, and is quickly eroding his fragile support among American Catholics.
Fr John Jenkins, president of Notre Dame, is now the most unpopular priest in America. He and his liberal friends simply cannot see that a Catholic university cannot hold up a campaigner for partial-birth abortions as a moral exemplar for young people, even if he is the first African-American President of the United States.
Notre Dame had been planning to give its Laetare Medal to Mary Ann Glendon, former US ambassador to the Vatican. She has now declined the honour and won't be attending. Surely the President should now do the decent thing and withdraw from this occasion. Of course many of the students would be disappointed – I imagine that most of them are
pro-Obama. But it could be explained to them that Notre Dame is a Catholic university, and that actually means something.
As it is, however, I reckon this shameful event will go ahead. And you won't need to tell the students about the consequences of being at a Catholic university because, frankly, Notre Dame won't be one any more. 

Norma McCorvey – The woman who was Jane Roe
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/abortionus/a/norma_mccorvey.htm 
By Linda Napikoski

In 1970, Norma McCorvey was a young, pregnant woman in Texas without the means or funds to access an abortion. She became the plaintiff "Jane Roe" in Roe v. Wade, decided in 1973, one of the most famous Supreme Court decisions of the 20th century. Norma McCorvey's identity was hidden for another decade but, during the 1980s, the public learned about the plaintiff whose lawsuit struck down most abortion laws in the United States. In 1995, Norma McCorvey made news again when she declared she had changed to a "pro-life" stance, with newfound Christian beliefs.

Who is the woman behind these different personas?

The Roe v. Wade lawsuit
Roe v. Wade was filed in Texas in March 1970 on behalf of the named plaintiff and "all women similarly situated," typical wording for a class-action lawsuit. "Jane Roe" was the lead plaintiff of the class. Because of the time it took for the case to make its way through the courts, the decision did not come in time for Norma McCorvey to have an abortion. She gave birth to her child, whom she put up for adoption.

Sarah Weddington and Linda Coffee were the Roe v. Wade plaintiff's lawyers. They were looking for a woman who wanted an abortion, but did not have the means to obtain one. An adoption attorney introduced them to Norma McCorvey. They needed a plaintiff who would remain pregnant without traveling to another state or country where abortion was legal, because they feared that if their plaintiff obtained an abortion outside of Texas, her case could be rendered moot and dropped.

At various times, Norma McCorvey has clarified that she did not consider herself an unwilling participant in the Roe v. Wade lawsuit. However, she felt that feminist activists treated her with disdain because she was a poor, blue-collar, drug-abusing woman instead of a polished, educated feminist.

Troubled Background
Norma Nelson was a high-school drop-out. She had run away from home and been sent to reform school. Her parents divorced when she was 13. She suffered abuse. She met and married Elwood McCorvey at age 16, and left Texas for California.
When she returned, pregnant and frightened, her mother took her baby to raise. Norma McCorvey's second child was raised by the father of the baby, with no contact from her. She initially said that her third pregnancy, the one in question at the time of Roe v. Wade, was the result of rape, but years later she said she had invented the rape story in an attempt to make a stronger case for an abortion. The rape story was of little consequence to her lawyers, because they wanted to establish a right to abortion for all women, not just those who had been raped.

Activist Work
After Norma McCorvey revealed that she was Jane Roe, she encountered harassment and violence. People in Texas yelled at her in grocery stores and shot at her house. She aligned herself with the pro-choice movement, even speaking at the U.S. Capitol in Washington D.C. She worked at several clinics where abortions were provided. In 1994, she wrote a book, with a ghostwriter, called I am Roe: My Life, Roe v. Wade, and Freedom of Choice.
The Conversion
In 1995, Norma McCorvey was working at a clinic in Dallas when Operation Rescue moved in next door. She allegedly struck up a friendship over cigarettes with Operation Rescue preacher Philip "Flip" Benham, who incorporates his Christian belief with his stance against abortion.

Norma McCorvey said that Flip Benham talked to her and was kind to her. She became friends with him, attended church and was baptized. She surprised the world by going on national television to say that she now believed abortion was wrong.

Norma McCorvey had been in a lesbian relationship for years, but she eventually denounced lesbianism as well after her conversion to Christianity. Within a few years of her first book, Norma McCorvey had written a second book, Won By Love: Norma McCorvey, Jane Roe of Roe v. Wade, Speaks Out for the Unborn as She Shares Her New Conviction for Life.
Citizen McCorvey's Story
Norma McCorvey has referred to writing books as a kind of therapy, something that everyone should do. She has also stated that she feels used by crusaders on both sides of the movement. She disappointed anti-abortion activists when - despite her conversion - she at first maintained her belief that a woman should be able to have an abortion during the first trimester.

Many of those who oppose all abortions call the Roe v. Wade lawyers immoral for taking advantage of Norma McCorvey. In fact, if she had not been Roe, someone else would likely have been the plaintiff. Feminists across the nation were working for abortion rights.

Perhaps something Norma McCorvey herself said in a 1989 New York Times article can be illuminating: "'More and more, I'm the issue,' she said. 'I don't know if I should be the issue. Abortion is the issue. I never even had an abortion.'"
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The Conversion of Norma McCorvey

http://www.priestsforlife.org/columns/conversionofnorma.html
By Rev. Frank Pavone, Priests for Life

Truth and sin have very little in common, but there is one characteristic they both seem to share: start flirting with either one of them, and they draw you all the way in.

Norma McCorvey’s life and conversion, so powerfully summarized in her recent book Won by Love, illustrate this truth dramatically. The deceit of the abortion industry drew her in and brought her to the depths of anguish, misery, and confusion. Then she began flirting with the truth, a little here and a little there. She listened to my good friend, Rev. Flip Benham, admit in all humility that he too needs God’s forgiveness, and thus she allowed her stereotype of pro-life people as "self-righteous" to crumble. She listened to a little girl invite her to come to Church, and finally (after many invitations) thought it would do no harm to check it out. Little by little, truth drew her in and proved itself more attractive than the abortion industry.
She finally accepted Christ in faith, was baptized, and became a believer. At the beginning, however, she still thought some early abortion would be acceptable. She was open to truth, however, and truth did not let her go. It drew her further, and she quickly became convinced that abortion is wrong at any stage, no matter what the reason. She even wears a tee-shirt at pro-life gatherings that says "100% Pro-life, Without Exception, Without Compromise, Without Apology."

The truth has continued to draw Norma further. In my contacts with her over recent years, I noticed her interest in Catholicism. Shortly after her baptism, she asked me to bless her home. (Not being used to the custom of Holy Water, she and her friend inadvertently drank the entire spare supply I left with them.) She attended with interest a Mass I celebrated in Dallas, and the following summer came with me to EWTN to tape a television interview. In the course of that interview, she asked me to bless the cross she wears, a cross which was made out of what used to be a pro-choice bracelet.

Some months ago, Norma asked me to teach her to say the Rosary. As we continued to talk about her faith, I realized she felt very strongly the call to fully embrace Catholicism. I simply answered her questions, which she raised in her own time and her own way. Then one day she sent me an email in which she told me that "The Big Boss" told her she was to join the Church.

I look forward to welcoming Norma here to Rome to complete her initiation. The warm embrace which the Church extends to her is a sign of hope to everyone, but I especially see it as a sign of hope to our brothers and sisters who are still enmeshed in the abortion industry. We vigorously oppose what they do, but we do not hate them. We embrace them, too. The door of the Church is open. Truth continues to lead her children forward.

The real 'Jane Roe'

Famed abortion lawsuit plaintiff says uncaring attorneys 'used' her

http://www.wnd.com/2001/02/8054/
By Julie Foster, February 4, 2001
The name "Jane Roe” has become synonymous with "abortion". It is revered by those who call themselves "pro-choice" and strikes a chord of sorrow in "pro-life" camps. And though Roe v. Wade has been cited and debated countless times in the nearly 30 years since its decision by the Supreme Court, Jane Roe, the famous plaintiff, has been all but forgotten.

A Christian since her conversion in 1995, Roe’s real name is Norma McCorvey, and her life is dedicated to her ministry called "Roe No More." 

In an exclusive interview with WorldNetDaily last week, McCorvey shared her life story and explained how she was "used" by pro-abortion attorneys in their quest to legalize the procedure.

At the age of 21, McCorvey was pregnant with her third child. She had given her other two children up for adoption and McCorvey did not want to say goodbye to her offspring a third time. She decided to have an illegal abortion, but the Dallas clinic she went to had been recently raided and shut down. So McCorvey made up a story — she had been raped, she told her doctor and two lawyers. She signed an affidavit on condition of anonymity, and the lawsuit began.

"After finding myself pregnant," McCorvey told WorldNetDaily, "I considered abortion and, because of this, I was put in touch with two attorneys, Sarah Weddington and Linda Coffee. They had just recently graduated from law school and were interested in challenging the Texas abortion statute."
Describing how she was viewed by the pro-abortion community, McCorvey said, "Plain and simple, I was used. I was a nobody to them. They only needed a pregnant woman to use for their case, and that is it. They cared, not about me, but only about legalizing abortion. Even after the case, I was never respected — probably because I was not an ivy-league educated, liberal feminist like they were.”

In a 1994 New York Times interview, McCorvey describes her meeting with the young attorneys, with whom she had a rocky relationship.

"Sarah (Weddington) sat right across the table from me at Columbo’s pizza parlor, and I didn’t know [then] that she had had an abortion herself," she said. “When I told her then how desperately I needed one, she could have told me where to go for it. But she wouldn’t because she needed me to be pregnant for her case. I set Sarah Weddington up on a pedestal like a rose petal. But when it came to my turn, well, Sarah saw these cuts on my wrists, my swollen eyes from crying, the miserable person sitting across from her, and she knew she had a patsy. She knew I wouldn’t go outside of the realm of her and Linda. I was too scared. It was one of the most hideous times of my life."
The relationship with Weddington was not unique as McCorvey began meeting other pro-abortion activists.

"My experience with pro-abortion leaders is that they are snobs. They claim that they care about women and their rights but, in my experience, they care for nothing, not even themselves in a way," she told WorldNetDaily.

McCorvey, the name Norma took as a result of her short-lived, teen-age marriage, grew up poor and felt unloved by her mother. She has a ninth-grade education, was a drug and alcohol abuser, and has taken jobs as a carnival worker and house cleaner. As the Roe v. Wade trial progressed up the judicial ladder, the plaintiff never saw the inside of a courtroom as "Roe." She says she was told she didn’t need to be there. It was only after the Supreme Court made its decision in 1973 that she began to follow the ramifications of the case. By that time, McCorvey’s third child was 2 years old. 

McCorvey never had, nor has she ever had, an abortion. 
For many years, McCorvey preferred to remain the anonymous "Roe," but in 1980, she broke her silence and gave an interview to a Dallas television reporter. Through subsequent interviews, she revealed that she had lied about the rape — an important point in the fact pattern of the Roe v. Wade case. She became a pro-abortion speaker and was hailed as a hero due to her suffering for the cause. 

McCorvey said in a 1990 New York Times interview that the rape lie caused her to be "terribly depressed." 

"I was brought up not to lie and, because of this story, I had to lie all the time. And the depression periods got deeper and longer until the night I cut my wrists," she told the Times. McCorvey made several suicide attempts and eventually received psychiatric help. 

A few days after the 1990 interview, she was given an honorary degree from the New College Law School of San Francisco "in recognition of your courageous refusal to allow Texas politicians, religious fundamentalists or Supreme Court justices to deprive women of their autonomy and human dignity."
It was also in prior interviews that McCorvey revealed her homosexual lifestyle. Though she had been pregnant three times, she had relationships with women as well, including one partner she lived with for nearly two decades. 

The Times article was written by Joseph N. Bell, who conducted an interview with "Roe" shortly after her case was decided. Bell praised McCorvey for her openness in declaring her homosexual lifestyle and continued pro-abortion activities. His article concludes, "It’s been a long journey to this place for Norma McCorvey, and we almost pushed her over the edge half a dozen times. But she survived and grew and finally emerged into the sunlight of honest self-awareness. She’s one of the lucky ones — and I’m very glad I could be in on both the beginning and end of this journey."
But Bell wasn’t even close to the "end" of McCorvey’s amazing journey — her stance on homosexuality has changed.

"It is my belief that homosexuals should be accepted with compassion," she said last week. "At the same time, I firmly believe that they should not have any special rights, including the adoption of children."
Her feelings about abortion and "religious fundamentalists" would be changed as well in 1995, when she encountered Pastor Phillip "Flip" Benham, who brought Operation Rescue to the abortion clinic at which McCorvey was then working. O.R. had moved into a neighboring office space and protested for several months outside the clinic. In her written testimony, McCorvey tells of a particular conversation she had with Benham in the middle of an Operation Rescue demonstration. 

"During one friendly banter, I goaded Flip, 'What you need is to go to a good Beach Boys concert.' Flip answered, 'Miss Norma, I haven’t been to a Beach Boys concert since 1976.' The seemingly innocuous response shook me to the core. All at once, Flip became human to me," she writes. "Before, I had thought of Flip as a man who did nothing but yell at abortion clinics and read his Bible. In fact, I even pictured him sleeping with his hands across his chest, Dracula-like, with a big Bible tucked under his arms. The thought that he was a real person — a guy who had once even gone to a Beach Boys concert — never occurred to me. Now that it had, I saw him in a new light."
McCorvey summarized her conversion experience to WND: "Simply put, it was the love and persistence of two small children: Emily and Chelsea Mackey."
Her written testimony elaborates on the experience. "As my mind was challenged to consider the truth of the Gospel, God began working on my heart through a 7-year-old girl named Emily, the daughter of O.R. volunteer Ronda Mackey," she wrote. "Emily’s blatant affection, frequent hugs, and direct pursuit disarmed me. The little girl’s interest was all the more surprising considering Emily made it very clear that her acceptance of me wasn’t an acceptance of my lifestyle."
The girl’s "childlike faith cut open my heart," McCorvey explained, "making me receptive to the truth being shared by the adult volunteers at Rescue. I wasn’t won over by compelling apologetics. I had a ninth-grade education and a very soft heart. While the O.R. adults targeted my mind, Emily went straight for the heart. And over time, Emily began to personify the issue of abortion — especially when Ronda broke down and told me that Emily had almost been aborted." McCorvey eventually accepted one of Emily’s invitations to church, and the activist’s life would never be the same.

Now a member of the Catholic Church, McCorvey devotes her time to "Roe No More." According to its mission statement, the Dallas-based ministry "strives to network pro-life speakers throughout the nation in order to provide a base of educational and informational speakers and presenters for organizations who wish to promote the sanctity of human life and the message of love and forgiveness."
Since her conversion to both an anti-abortion position and Christianity, McCorvey is no longer sympathetically portrayed in the establishment media. In fact, she’s no longer portrayed at all. There were a handful of stories in 1995 when McCorvey announced her change of heart but, since then, if she is mentioned at all, it is only to put a name on the once anonymous "Roe." McCorvey used strong words to characterize her treatment by the media. 

"I would say the media’s criticism is more harsh now that I am 'on the other side'. My experience with 'big' secular media outlets is that they don’t report, they share their opinion. They are obviously pro-abortion and in many ways aren’t dedicated to the truth," she said.

McCorvey did appear Thursday on Fox News Channel’s "Hannity and Colmes", where host Sean Hannity gave McCorvey a forum to tell her story. During the Fox interview, McCorvey repeated what she told WND and had written in her testimony — that she had been "used."
Asked if she felt abortion defenders championed her rights and best interests in Roe v. Wade, she responded, "I firmly believe that the only 'champions' of this whole situation are the women who have been lucky enough to not be aborted since Roe v. Wade was handed down. The national pro-abortion organizations or, as I call them — National 'want to be women' [organizations] — keep demanding more and more. Take, for instance, partial-birth abortion. They simply can’t get enough of 'killing their young'. My only response to them is, 'Father forgive them, for they know not what they do'."
That humble attitude is reflected in her voice and demeanor. "Miss Norma," as she is called, was most gracious to this reporter, who found her caring and conviction both profound and inescapable. Asked what she would say to "Roe" of 1973 if she had the opportunity, McCorvey put herself in the position of talking to "Roe" before signing the affidavit that began the historic case.

"Excuse me, Miss Norma, but you should read that paper and really consider not signing it. Millions of women to come after you will suffer; they will be depressed; they may even try to take their own life because, you see Norma, abortion is the taking of a child’s life — a life that is from God," she replied.

In addition to her efforts to discourage abortion, McCorvey most recently expressed her support for Attorney General John Ashcroft. During his confirmation hearings, McCorvey endorsed a petition designed to put grass-roots pressure on the Senate to approve President George W. Bush’s choice for the post. 'Roe' endorses Ashcroft
"John is a nice and caring man and, in my experience, one of the best public servants we have in this nation," she said the day of Ashcroft’s confirmation. "I met him in Tennessee in 1997 and testified in front of the Senate Judiciary Committee in 1998. I am glad to hear today of his confirmation as attorney general of the United States. The fact of the matter is that he cares — he cares not only for the unborn but also about the dignity of public service. I would like to ask his critics when a religion or one’s Christian ethical beliefs became a test for public service."
While she publicly supported Ashcroft, McCorvey’s main focus is convincing people that abortion is wrong. In an e-mail to WorldNetDaily, she said, "I am glad that today many people, and those that proclaim belief in Christ and the Christian church, are waking up and noticing the right to life of the unborn and [that] Roe MUST GO!!"
Julie Foster is a contributing reporter for WorldNetDaily
Miss Norma & her baby, two victims who got away

http://www.forerunner.com/fyi/survivor/roewades.html
By Joe Maxwell with Roy Maynard in Dallas, WORLD, August 26/September 2, 1995 - Volume 10 - Number 15

Driving Miss Norma

Dissuaded by stiff federal penalties from barricading abortion businesses, Operation Rescue pursues a new course and rediscovers a simple truth: Win the heart, and the mind will soon follow. With the high profile defection of abortion clinic worker Norma McCorvey - the "Jane Roe" of Roe v. Wade - among a growing number of others, pro-lifers are seeing the practical benefits of obeying Christ's command to "love your enemies." And seeing, at least in Miss Norma's case, that indeed a little child shall lead them.

Little Emily Mackey sits at her mother's worn desk-just one of many chipped wooden masterpieces in Operation Rescue's Dallas office. The seven-year-old watches her mother, Rhonda, 27, an OR volunteer, whirl here and there fielding calls from CNN, Time Magazine, the New York papers, the British and Canadian press, the Today Show and 20/20. 

Amidst furniture that looks donated, a dull grey-blue carpet, and a hung ceiling with requisite water spots, Emily sits, listening to the excited chatter from OR volunteers accentuated by rowdy phones and a churning fax. 

Emily herself answers calls with a pure childlike confidence that seems to feed on conversing with adults. She keeps them entertained until an OR spokesperson can take over. She helped create this whole stir in the first place. This thing, in one sense, is Emily's fault. 

Back in March, when OR moved its Dallas offices next door to the A Choice for Women abortion clinic, Time magazine writer Richard Lacayo was quoted under a reading "Trouble Brewing": "Now see," said Mr. Lacayo, "what happens when we've got Roe v. Rescue." 

Just five months later in early August, Time ran another brief. "The pro-choice movement has taken a serious hit." 

Roe v. Rescue? 

Jesus won. Jesus and a little girl named Emily who likes to talk to adults and ended up naively asking street-tough Norma McCorvey to come to church. If you're a child, you figure - Why not? 

It's hard to miss the irony that a little girl, who might as well have been butchered before birth if Americas pro-abortion elites had had their way, ended up rocking the national abortion debate - at least for one week. 

The fact is, however, that the conversion to Christ last week of hardened abortion icon Norma McCorvey - the Jane Roe of the Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion - is indicative of a slight but growing trend, according to OR leaders. In recent months they have seen other key abortion figures converted "at the gates of hell." 

"This is happening all over," OR national director Flip Benham says. "Jesus is pillaging the abortion industry." He points to another woman, 24-year-old Kirsten Breedlove, who is seated by him in his office where she now volunteers. Miss Breedlove was the director of a for-profit abortion clinic in Dallas until March, when a loud, male OR protester helped in her conversion. OR's befriending of two abortion providers has done more than win two converts; a seven-year-old and a dogged male OR protester inadvertently have thrown light on a dusty room of suppositional bones concerning the national abortion debate. Miss McCorvey and Miss Breedlove's testimonies highlight at least three things: 

* The "tough-love?" tactics of aggressive but nonviolent sidewalk counselors are not ungodly, as some evangelicals who base their opinions largely on secular media accounts may believe. 
*Many pro-abort elites don't really care about women, just winning. 

*And what happens inside an abortion clinic is, in fact, as bad as you feared. 

The stories of Kirsten Breedlove and Norma McCorvey bear out all three points. 

Kirsten Breedlove was 22, mad, and miserable. She had a lesbian lover; she had a nursing degree; she was working in a late-term abortion clinic (death offered up to 24 weeks after conception) in an effort to stay true to the feminist cause; and those protesters just kept making a show outside. 

She went on Dallas news shows and verbally trashed them; she had one unusually committed OR protester - Mark Gabriel thrown in jail repeatedly. 

"911," the emergency receptionist would answer. 

"It's Kirsten Breedlove," she'd say. 

"Oh, hey Kirsten. Is it Mark again?" 

"Yep." 

"We'll come get him" 

For the two years she was a clinic administrator, Mr. Gabriel kept a daily vigil; he tried to block her car; she admits she tried to run over him; he would follow women into the clinic, begging them to reconsider their intentions; Miss Breedlove would perform her 911 routine. She says Mr. Gabriel never was "out of line," just "passionately aggressive" with his speech. 

But all the while, Miss Breedlove's life was becoming wearisome. An abortionist's day will take its toll: Spare body parts lie around. Miss Breedlove started taking drugs to go to sleep, and then began staying up all night, rocking in a cradle called cocaine. 

Her work was gruesome and cold. Each month she directed about 200 abortions at the clinic that netted her New York owner about $12,000 a month; he geared his business for monetary success. "The workers inside the clinic were not properly trained," recalls Miss Breedlove. "I called myself the administrator, but I was a 22-year-old LVN [Licensed Vocational Nurse] with no experience at all. My counselors were not trained as counselors. They were high-school graduates with no type of counseling degree at all. I would call them counselors. We gave the girls no alternative choices when I first started doing this.... On a typical day 20 girls were rushed though. It was almost like a factory line. They were just pushed through one at a time. They were given no personal attention ... A good doctor could do a suction abortion in three minutes. ... [The women] were sent home and told to come back in two weeks. When they came back all we did was a urine test to make sure they were not still pregnant. The doctor would walk in and say, ‘Good news, you are not still pregnant,' and then walk out without ever examining her." 

Sometimes Miss Breedlove would try to introduce the patients to the doctors when they came into the room to do the procedure on the prepped subjects. "He would just walk in and start without ever saying hello to the patient" she recalls. 

And the back room of the clinic - the "POC Room" (Product of Conception Room) could be a pretty tough place to visit. Huge buckets were filled with baby parts. The clinic owner ignored requests to get the hot water faucet fixed to aid in clean-up. "You would just look in the buckets and see arms and legs. I have horrible dreams about that now. It was something you would see in a scary movie." 

Some of the nine clinic workers actually refused ever to go back there. When Miss Breedlove would ask them to go measure a dead baby's foot, a standard procedure, some would reply with a flat - no. 

More and more Miss Breedlove's work seemed to move from an altruistic motive of "helping women" to "greed and the love of money." And those protesters words just kept coming back at her, not to mention the white crosses Mark Gabriel set in the ground outside to memorialize aborted babies. They made the former Catholic high-school student think. 

"Around January I noticed a definite change," she says. Mark and other protesters started asking her to pray with them; something clicked in her and she started talking with them. "They would show me a lot of love. What I used to think was hate was actually love; they would be out there praying for me." 

"Every day I would go in the clinic and hear the same thing over and over again, and I started thinking about what they were saying; questioning my own self." 

Eventually she and the protesters became friends; Miss Breedlove, who performed routine sonograms on every woman considering an abortion, began seeing babies on the screen instead of blobs. Then she began doing some thing about it. She felt better when she did. She started asking women to take a look at the screen with her. "You don't want to abort this. C'mon, I have some people who will help you." At that point she would walk them outside and introduce them to the protesters, who would take them to a nearby crisis pregnancy center. Jill Busha, the director there, was used by God to lead Miss Breedlove to Christ this March. Kirsten still struggles with old ways, including her addiction to drugs. Her heart has changed, says Mrs. Busha, but she continues to need and receive much nurture and support. 

But between January and March of this year, in the days leading up to her conversion, Miss Breedlove's new commitment to actually counseling women on other options beside abortion contributed to an interesting effect. "We finally went bankrupt," she says. "We had no money." One of her workers, Norma McCorvey, just moved shop to another abortion clinic. 

"Don't let the bastards wear you down." That was talk-show host Tom Snyder's exhortation to Norma McCorvey at the end of his interview in which she called OR national director Flip Benham more nasty things in a few minutes than the former saloon keeper used to hear in a whole night at the bar. 
When Flip and OR moved next door to the A Choice for Women clinic where Miss McCorvey was marketing director, says Religion News Service, she used to call over to OR's headquarters and mock the former bartender and recovering alcoholic: "Hey Flip, I've been over here killing babies all day - ya got any new recipes for Manhattans?" 
Not that Flip was any pushover himself. Once on Dallas's McKinney Avenue, outside a site where Miss McCorvey was promoting her 1994 book, I Am Roe, Flip called out: "Norma McCorvey, your life has caused the deaths of 33 million little baby boys and girls. You ought to be ashamed. How dare you desecrate their blood by selling a book!" 

Right away - then and there - Flip saw it: a look in Norma's eyes that said his words had, for some reason, pierced her heart this time. "And it broke my heart," she recalls. "And I said, "My God, what have I done?" 

In fact, Norma McCorvey was destitute. Her lesbian lifestyle had not met her inner needs; the drugs she took to kill the pain of working in an abortuary didn't last; and the second thoughts - they were coming around with greater and shattering frequency. 

She would walk though parks and see empty swing sets that haunted her. Where were the children? She had helped kill them. One day she forced herself to go look "in the back room" of the clinic where she worked. "The babies were frozen in a freezer," she told WORLD in an exclusive written interview arranged by Mr. Benham. "Now I wished I had not looked." 

Another time she actually got up in the stirrups where the second trimester abortions were performed. She thought about what it must be like to submit a woman's body and child to such indignity. It was just too much to handle. 

To add to matters, the elites of the pro-choice movement continued to disparage her; she knew now that local attorney Sarah Weddington had used her back in 1973 to achieve her own goal of Roe v. Wade. (Norma claims that Sarah herself had had an abortion in Mexico, but kept that availability secret from Norma to keep her pregnant so she could use her to achieve her personal goals - passing Roe v. Wade and becoming a superstar, Supreme Court attorney.) And two years ago a host of pro-abortion elites threw a big partv to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. They didn't invite Norma. 

On the other hand, these pro-life folks were getting harder to hate. When OR moved next door in March, volunteer Ronda Mackey started bringing her two little girls with her to work. 

"They would see [Miss McCorvey] out at the clinic, and they'd say, "There's Miss Norma, there's Miss Norma." and they'd run and give her hugs. "She just fell in love with them," recalls Mrs. Mackey. Miss McCorvey started coming by OR headquarters to see the girls and talk with Flip, who shortly after relocating by McCorvey's offices sat down with Miss McCorvey and profusely apologized for hurting her with his words at the book signing. Mr. Benham and Miss McCorvey actually started traveling together: In New York City once, he took her to David Wilkerson's Times Square Church. 

One day in Dallas Miss McCorvey said she'd like to get some ice cream, so the Mackeys went to get ice cream and lunch. Miss Mackey was having trouble decorating a local crisis pregnancy center, and Miss McCorvey volunteered to help. She said she knew of places to shop that were cheap. The two women took the children with them. Emily hung on Miss McCorvey the entire time. "And Norma asked them to call her Auntie Norma," recalls Mrs. Mackey. "It was really the girls who broke through." 

One day Emily saw "Miss Norma" and ran out to see her. Miss McCorvey said she was going to make some photocopies; did Emily want to go? Emily said yes, and her mother just told herself: "Emily doesn't belong to me, she belongs to the Lord." 

Emily got into the truck and went driving with Miss Norma, but not long into their trip it became Emily who was driving Miss Norma. During their shopping venture, Emily asked Miss McCorvey to go to church. Two weeks later Miss McCorvey said she would. That same day OR's air conditioning went out. Miss McCorvey came over and offered to take the girls over to her clinic where it was cool. Chelsea, Mrs. Mackey's other daughter, came right back and said, "I don't like it over there, Momma." But Emily stayed and when her mother eventually went to pick her up, she asked her girl how it was. 

Emily told her that Miss Norma got a crank call, and had told the caller she'd see her in hell. At that point, Emily informed Miss McCorvey that she didn't have to go to hell; that if she'd ask for forgiveness and repent, God would forgive her. The seven-year-old told the national abortion icon that they could pray "right now." 

That Saturday, Miss McCorvey went to church with the Mackeys. Ronda Mackey walked down the aisle with Miss McCorvey, holding her tightly; Jane Roe kept saying she wanted to help undo all the evil she's done in the world. "And you could tell it was a true repentance," says Mrs. Mackey. "She was shining - her face was so different." 

Flip Benham says that Norma McCorvey is a changed person. "[She] shows us abortion is a gospel issue - it isn't going to be solved politically, there's no economic answer. It's a battle between 'It's my body and I'll determine who lives and dies,' and, 'Not my will but thine be done.'" So what about Miss McCorvey's will? Much has been made about her lesbian relationship. Mr. Benham says to give her time. He says that Miss McCorvey's relationship with "Miss Connie ... who kept her alive though overdoses and drunkenness ... is basically for all intents and purposes" simply a strong friendship between roommates now; there has been no lesbian sex for years, he says. And, insists Mr. Benham, "Miss Connie wants to meet the Lord." 

Meanwhile, Norma McCorvey's former handlers have played down her conversion and change of mind. 

"It was [McCorvey's] story and her situation that was the symbol for the movement, not Norma McCorvey herself," purred Susan Hill of the National Women's Health Organization to ABC News concerning Miss McCorvey's conversion. 

"The anti-choice movement will just have a field day with this," was Kate Michelman's initial response upon hearing that Miss McCorvey had found inner peace and happiness. 

"Norma McCorvey didn't even have an abortion," crowed her former attorney, Ms. Weddington, upon getting the news. 

No, thankfully she didn't. But their words betray the ultimate shakiness of their amoral moorings, says OR spokesperson Wendy Wright. "They see the unborn as property, to be disposed of if they want," says Miss Wright. "They're treating Norma the same way. When she was pregnant, she was valuable to the movement. When she was a loose cannon, she was pushed aside by them, hidden. There's nothing more to the pro-abortion movement than that. What else can they offer, other than a focal point for anger? The anger, bitterness, the easy, natural human emotions. We offer the harder emotions - the love, the mercy, the forgiveness." 

And Emily.
An Interview with Norma McCorvey, the "Roe" of Roe vs. Wade
                 http://thelifeisagiftofgod.blogspot.in/2008/02/interview-with-norma-mccorvey-roe-of.html 
                                                                                 February 26, 2008

Since her conversion to Christianity and to the pro-life cause, Norma McCorvey, the plaintiff in the Roe vs. Wade decision, has been a friend of Priests for Life and of Fr. Frank Pavone. This summer (1997) she will appear on the third edition of Fr. Frank's Defending Life television series on the Eternal Word Television Network. Her new book, Won by Love, telling the marvelous story of her conversion from the abortion industry, will soon be available.
Following is a transcript of an interview held with Norma shortly after her conversion to the Way of Life. An audiotape of this interview is available from Priests for Life.

FATHER PAVONE: This is Father Frank Pavone and I am here with Norma McCorvey. We're going to talk a little bit about her experiences and her convictions. Norma, thank you very much for being with us.
NORMA: And thank you for having me, Father.
FATHER PAVONE: Norma, we’ve talked on a good number of occasions, and have shared the joy of what has happened to you, but for the sake of those who are listening to this tape, you are the Jane Roe of Roe vs. Wade.
NORMA: Yes, Father, I was the Jane Roe of Roe vs. Wade, but Jane Roe has been laid to rest.
FATHER PAVONE: Tell us a little bit about how that happened.
NORMA: Well, for quite some time Jane Roe/Norma McCorvey had been looking for a spiritual path that she could believe in and feel solid in. And, Operation Rescue moved next to the abortion mill that I worked for, on April 1, a year ago, this past April. And Reverend Benham, started sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with me. 
FATHER PAVONE: And, so in other words his office was next to your abortion facility where you were working. And how did that contact begin? Did they approach you, or how did that happen?
NORMA: You know, I think it was kind of a mutual thing. I had made kind of a deal with them: I asked them if they did not bring out the place card of Malachi, {a poster of an aborted child}, that I would let them have two minutes with each one of my patients. 
FATHER PAVONE: Malachi is one of those..
NORMA: It’s the 21week old fetus found in Dallas about four years ago, I believe. So, we honored each other's wishes, and they didn’t put out the place cards and I let them have two minutes with each one of my patients.
FATHER PAVONE: Going back to the early 70’s when the Roe vs. Wade case was going up through the courts, when you initially got involved in that whole process, did you ever think or did it ever occur to you that it would become such a landmark case?
NORMA: Absolutely not Father. I was very politically naïve at the time. I thought that I wanted to have an abortion with the baby that I was carrying, but I had no idea that it would lead up to such a controversial issue. 
FATHER PAVONE: As I understand from your own autobiography, you did not go looking for these attorneys to try to make abortion legal.
NORMA: No, sir, quite the contrary. The adoption attorney that was handling the adoption case for my baby told me of these attorneys. They were Sarah Weddington and Linda Coffey. They were trying to overcome the Texas statute on abortion.
FATHER PAVONE: And, so they approached you.
NORMA: Yes, sir. Henry McCloskey, Jr. arranged the first initial meeting. And we met and we discussed, for the first time in my life, reproductive rights.
FATHER PAVONE: For the first time in your life it was a discussion.
NORMA: Yes, sir.
FATHER PAVONE: Norma, at that point, and later as your case progressed and after it was decided, what was your image of pro-life people and the pro-life movement? 
NORMA: Well, Father I really didn't know of... I didn't know that there was two sides to the abortion issue. I didn't attend any of the court proceedings. I didn't. In fact that's why I used the name Jane Roe because I didn't want my own personal name to be involved in it, because I had always been involved with stuff and it always turned out pretty bad, and I always felt really bad about that. So I wasn't taking a chance with this.
FATHER PAVONE: Could you tell us what your position is right now about abortion and the morality of abortion?
NORMA: Well, the morality of abortion is, it's totally wrong. Since August 8, 1995, I have been pro-life clear across the board.
FATHER PAVONE: Now, when you say clear across the board, what do you mean?
NORMA: Well, I mean I have said in an interview with Ted Koppel back in 1995 that I was still pro-choice, I was still not pro-choice but in favor of a woman's abortion in the first trimester. But then I looked at a fetal development chart at the Operation Rescue Office in Dallas. I had a lot of emotions stirring up inside of me and that's when I decided that it was wrong in any stage of pregnancy.


FATHER PAVONE: At any stage of pregnancy and also for any reason?
NORMA: Absolutely, Father.
FATHER PAVONE: Okay, so you would not think, for example, that there could be some circumstances in which it would be all right for a woman to have an abortion?
NORMA: No, sir.
FATHER PAVONE: How did your position on this change?
NORMA: Well, I had already been attacking, if you could use that word, in a gentle way, the abortionist that I worked for. He's a very greedy man, a selfish man. And we would have patients that would come in and say, Well, I found out, I had all these tests and I found out that my baby is going to have a cleft palate. I'm going like, that's not a reason. That's just an excuse. And the doctor would do the abortion, he would do and charge women money and not even do an abortion. He would lie to them and tell them that they were pregnant. So, seeing him and watching him every Thursday through Saturday do the abortions, making the appointments, for not good reasons. I mean, of course, I don't think there is a good reason for an abortion, but Dr. Jasper made me really realize that it was just a racket. You know, he was just doing it for the money. He didn't care about the women, he didn't care if they got their two week checkups. You know, he didn't care if they had their medications. You know, I mean he never told them you know, like when you have to get this, and this, and this. And it's essential that you take it. He didn't care.
FATHER PAVONE: Now that you've become pro-life and you no longer work for him or for the abortion industry, tell us what you do.
NORMA: (Laughter) I'm the computer operator for Operation Rescue National. (Laughter)
FATHER PAVONE: That's quite an irony, isn't it? 
NORMA: Yes, sir, it is.
FATHER PAVONE: And, how about your relationship with the Lord? Has the Lord forgiven you for the past?
NORMA: Oh yes, He's been very, He's showed me, He has showed me great mercy, great forgiveness and when Rev. Flip {Benham} baptized me last summer in that pool in North Garland, all my sins, regardless of what they were or when I did them were forgiven, and I was washed by the Blood of the Lamb. 
FATHER PAVONE: Tell us what reaction you've had from the pro-choice community to your conversion.
NORMA: Oh, they say that I never had any credibility with them. One particular organization, TARAL, said that they used to send me on lecture tours. And I'll go up, I don't even know where your office is. I mean you know that they're based in Austin, TX. So they just made it, they've just done the same thing that they did for me for all the years that I was out. They just tried to discredit me. And it's like I used to tell them often. You know, this is not the right thing to do, you know, there's too many wonderful people out there who can't have children, who would want to have these children. And I gave two of my babies away. There's no excuse for it. But they went to loving parents and that's what counts.
FATHER PAVONE: Your children?
NORMA: Yes. My children. 
FATHER PAVONE: Some people say, many people say, in fact, that if this conversion to a pro-life commitment happened to you, it can happen to anybody. Is there hope for those who seem to be so hardened in their pro-choice views?
NORMA: Absolutely, Father. There's a feminist writer, by the name of Naomi Wolfe who is reconsidering her position on abortion. There's another woman, I can't bring up her name right this minute, who's also reconsidering her position on abortion. So, I mean I think it's just a sign of the times that women are actually seeing for the first time what a depressing and what a holocaust this is to the unborn.
FATHER PAVONE: How do we approach those who do have a pro-abortion position to try to get them to convert?
NORMA: I think with love and understanding. And telling them about Jesus and letting them realize for themselves that the holocaust against the unborn is the greatest sin that they could ever do or even ever participate in.
FATHER PAVONE: I'd like to ask you a couple of final questions about what you think people across America should do to help stop abortion, and I'd like if you could address that in a general way and then say specifically to young people, and then specifically to the clergy, and then to those who consider themselves pro-choice. First, in general, what can we do to stop abortion?
NORMA: I think that every man, woman, and child who believe in God and believe in Jesus. And it doesn't make any difference what religion you are, or how young you are or how old you are, I think if they get up and go to these abortion mills, and stand there-- and they don't have to do anything, they can just stand there and pray, I think that would make a lot of difference. We have to be seen in numbers.
To young people, I would say, please listen to your parents. Do not have extra-marital relationships, before you're married. It is a wrong thing to do. God does not like it. It's in the Ten Commandments and we do live by His Book. And that's the best way to start out a marriage is to have both of you to be wholesome.
FATHER PAVONE: Now, you are the woman whose name is used to promote this doctrine of choice. What if young people are told by their friends this is my choice you can't tell me what to do. What do you have to say to that?
NORMA: What I have to say to those young people is that we live in a society today where these children can be wanted children. And even if you don't want to keep this child, after you've had it, there's plenty of young couples out there, there's plenty of young couples everywhere that want children. And, it's not your body, it's not your choice, because you got that from God. He gave that to you and He gave that to you from you Mama and your Daddy.
FATHER PAVONE: What would you say to the clergy?
NORMA: Get out and fight 'em, boys! (Laughter)

FATHER PAVONE: Praise the Lord! And, finally to those who consider themselves pro-choice, do you have a message to them?
NORMA: I will pray for each and every one of them. I hope that they don't have to see the things that I've seen or experience the cries, the tears, the depression that I've had to listen to, and that hurts me very much when I think about it. Reconsider you position on the holocaust, because it could hurt someone in your life.
FATHER PAVONE: Now, could we say a final prayer together. 
NORMA: Yes, Father.
FATHER PAVONE: Why don't you say some words to the Lord and then I'll conclude also.
NORMA: Father God, we just ask You to open Your wide, wide arms and look down upon us Lord and lead us, and let us know what we should do to stop this, this terrible, terrible holocaust.
FATHER PAVONE: And Lord God, we thank You for the grace You pour out on all people and at this moment we thank You in a special way for what You have done for Norma: rescuing her from all sorts of deception, and from the manipulation of others, and rescuing her from error and falsehood, rescuing her from the lie of abortion and bringing her to You, Oh Lord, into Faith, into Baptism, and into the pro-life movement. And on behalf of each and every person in that movement, on behalf of everyone who hears these words, I now bestow upon you, Norma, the blessing of the Lord Jesus and the prayers and good wishes of all the people who hear you and who know about you. May that blessing come upon you in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
NORMA: Amen
FATHER PAVONE: Thanks so much for talking with us.
NORMA: Thank you.
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Norma McCorvey proclaims she is 'Jane Roe' no more

http://www.priestsforlife.org/clippings/99-07-99mccorveyriograndecatholic.htm
                                                                  By Janet M. Crowe

In an exclusive interview with the Rio Grande Catholic newspaper, Norma McCorvey, the Jane Roe of the Supreme Court Roe vs. Wade decision which legalized abortion in the U.S., spoke of her disillusionment with the abortion industry and her conversion to the pro-life movement and Catholicism.
McCorvey said that from 1969 to 1984, "I lived with a lie that I had told." She could not accept all of the pro-abortion rhetoric, discovering that there was nothing to connect the promised benefits of abortion with the truth and the reality she saw on a daily basis.
A constant battle waged within her as if she had two different personalities, McCorvey said. She could not incorporate Norma, the real person she was, with the Jane Roe of the abortion mentality. "Norma was saying this is disgusting, but Jane would start quoting pro-choice lines and rhetoric. Norma would say no, it is not right. You (Jane) have never been there, taken a woman to a room for her to change clothes and then taken her into the (abortion) procedure and you don't know how it feels until you do."
Being a spokesperson for Planned Parenthood and the abortion movement made her mad "because it was a lie," said McCorvey. "The lies make you think you have made the right decision and it all catches up with you, especially when the (post-abortive) woman cries and she asks you why she feels so sad and you can't tell her why."
Norma McCorvey, "Jane Roe" in Roe v. Wade, speaks to Democrats for Life on June 5.
Governor George Bush recently signed into law will, in her opinion, help to stop some of the abortion industry's abuses by allowing young women the support of their parents in making better decisions for themselves and their unborn babies. "Teen pregnancy will probably go down and women will be more accountable for what they are doing, as well as men" being held accountable, said McCorvey. "Parents are going to be more aware of what is going on in their daughters' lives and Texas will set an example for the rest of the nation to follow. Roe vs. Wade came out of Texas and, by this law being passed, it is going to wake up Texas and make them realize that they have a real choice about life."
Regarding the abortion industry's prediction that the new law will cause an increase in back alley abortions, McCorvey said that the exaggerated number of abortion related deaths before Roe vs. Wade was "just make-believe stuff that the pro-aborts came up with." However, deaths caused by legal abortion continue to occur despite their denial by the abortion industry.
She found the personalities of those involved in the pro-abortion and pro-life movements to be as dissimilar as their philosophies. "People in the abortion industry are very hard and cold. I know because I was very hard and cold," McCorvey said in her keynote address to the state convention of Texas Democrats for Life at the Camino Real Hotel in El Paso on June 5, 1999. "One thing I found out about pro-lifers and especially they are always happy. .... I wasn't happy. Working in an abortion clinic was like working in a tomb."

A turning point came in McCorvey's break from the abortion mentality when she realized the pro-life community could love her while being opposed to her philosophy, said Father Frank Pavone, International Director of Priests for Life, in a telephone interview with the Rio Grande Catholic. "She was beginning to separate the evil (of abortion) from the person, which is something that the pro-abortion mentality does not do," said Father Pavone. "The problems surrounding an unexpected pregnancy cannot be eliminated by eliminating the child, and that is the way the pro-abortion people believe."
The abortion industry's refusal to allow her to give any information to women making the decision to have abortions pushed her closer to the prolife philosophy. "When a woman has an abortion, that woman is signing up for the ball and chain group because she will always be shackled by what she has done until she repents and asks the Lord for forgiveness," said McCorvey.
After her conversion to Christianity and her renouncement of the abortion movement, McCorvey continued her search for the truth. Father Pavone said, "She came to the pro-life position but then she continued following that truth." He said that when people embrace the truth and are faithful and open to it, truth will lead them all the way. "And that is what she did," said Father Pavone. "She (McCorvey) followed the truth to the fullest expression, which is the Catholic Church."
People are given hope when they see McCorvey, who is perceived as the winner of the Roe vs. Wade decision, now renouncing it, according to Father Pavone. But he advises those who are suspicious of her conversion to the pro-life movement to get to know her. "She suffers a lot for what she has done and a person does not endure sacrifice and suffering for something they do not believe in," said Father Pavone.

The secular godless analysis: anti-life, pro-choice, naturally!

A Woman's Right to Change Her Mind: Psychology: Norma McCorvey has been a pivotal figure in the abortion rights movement. Her embrace of Operation Rescue has shocked many, but experts say it is a classic case of a person trying to resolve a deep ambivalence.

http://articles.latimes.com/1995-08-15/news/ls-35359_1_norma-mccorvey-jane-roe-abortion-rights-movement
By Lynn Smith, Times Staff writer, August 15, 1995
She was a ninth-grade dropout thrust at random into the headlights of a divisive social movement--but she was also a powerful symbol. It's no wonder, analysts say, she flipped over last week from the complex, intellectual ideology of the abortion rights movement to the security of a fundamentalist faith dedicated to "saving babies." Norma McCorvey, they say, is a classic religious convert, a woman searching for meaning and structure in an ambivalent world.

For many years, McCorvey was the silent, invisible "Jane Roe" plaintiff in the landmark 1973 Roe vs. Wade ruling. Then, in 1980 she came out as Norma McCorvey, a troubled product of reform schools whose third unwanted pregnancy vaulted her to symbolic status as the woman who legalized abortion in the United States.

Last week, a fascinated national television audience watched as McCorvey, 47, publicly switched sides, saying she had found God and was rededicating her life to "saving babies." Cameras rolled as a fundamentalist pastor baptized her in a back-yard swimming pool in a Dallas suburb, then again later as she tried to explain in an interview why she is volunteering for Operation Rescue, a fundamentalist protest group that organizes clinic blockades.

Analysts agree that compared to the tectonic ideological shift under way in Congress, McCorvey's spiritual journey probably has no more practical impact than any other individual with a change of heart. But as a personal story, her switch was greeted with intense curiosity, some praising or pitying her, many trying to understand.

According to Laguna Beach psychologist Ellen McGrath, McCorvey is not the first in a long line of people--from Communists to health addicts--who have made a seemingly puzzling switch from one extreme idea to another.

"What they may be doing is trying to resolve deep ambivalence. The quickest way to try and relieve exhaustion and resolve ambivalence is to embrace the other side. In this case, she'll find a strongly developed community, a strong community with very clear standards and beliefs that will openly embrace her.

"It's lonely to be a lightning rod," McGrath said. "In times of trouble and turbulence, people go to more extremes to find answers that provide safety and structure to resolve the ambivalence."

In a 1994 autobiography, "I Am Roe: My Life, Roe v. Wade and Freedom of Choice" (HarperCollins), McCorvey revealed that her grandmother was a prostitute-fortuneteller, her mother an alcoholic who divorced her Army private father when Norma was 13. Raised as a Jehovah's Witness, McCorvey ran away when she was 10; she eventually settled in Dallas and dropped out of school when she was 16. What followed were years of alcohol and drug abuse, pay-the-rent jobs as bartender, carnival barker or house cleaner. She suffered from severe depression. She had lovers of both sexes.

McCorvey had not articulated an ideology of her own when she was discovered and used "at random" by abortion rights leaders in the Roe vs. Wade case, said Los Angeles psychologist and attorney Rex Julian Beaber. (Wade was Henry Wade, then the Dallas County district attorney enforcing the Texas abortion laws.) As the plaintiff in the test case, she was ultimately unable to obtain the abortion she sought, and put her daughter up for adoption.

McCorvey came to serve as a symbol for one of the era's most compelling movements, but no more. "At some level, she had to know she was nothing more than a figurehead. And she had served her purpose," Beaber said.

On Thursday's "Nightline" program, McCorvey told interviewer Ted Koppel that the abortion rights leaders were Vassar-educated women who shunned her and thought she was "stupid." "They never gave me the respect I thought I deserved," she said.
"I don't think anyone did not respect her," replied Kate Michelman, executive director of the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League. "Whether she was satisfied that she had the role she wanted, that's a different issue. Maybe she was unhappy about not having a more prominent role."

Skeptics observed that McCorvey seemed less than committed to her conversion because while she told Koppel that she was against abortion, she also said she still upheld a woman's right to choose abortion in the first trimester, particularly in cases where the fetus is deformed.

But some religious experts said they believe her conversion is sincere.

Stuart Wright, a sociologist specializing in religion at Lamar University in Beaumont, Tex., said that intellectual understanding almost always lags behind emotional rush in religious conversions.

"It's a powerful, emotional and psychological shift, and how that plays itself out in belief or doctrine or intellectually, certainly has to come along later. This was not an intellectual conversion," he said.

Roe v. Wade’s “Jane Roe” to appear in pro-life commercial

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/roe_v._wades_jane_roe_to_appear_in_prolife_commercial/ 
Roswell, Ga., June 18, 2008
[image: image1.jpg]



Norma McCorvey, the plaintiff “Jane Roe” in the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion nationwide, will appear in her first-ever television commercial to lament her role in the case.
Since the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, documented abortions have killed more than 50 million unborn babies in the U.S. 

In the new commercial McCorvey says, “Back in 1973 I was a very confused twenty-one year old with one child and facing an unplanned pregnancy. At the time I fought to obtain a legal abortion, but truth be told, I have three daughters and never had an abortion." 

“Upon knowing God,” she continues, “I realize that my case, which legalized abortion on demand, was the biggest mistake of my life.

“You read about me in history books, but now I am dedicated to spreading the truth about preserving the dignity of all human life from natural conception to natural death." 

McCorvey is now an active Catholic.

The commercial is produced by Virtue Media, which describes itself as an organization “dedicated to producing and airing powerful and life-saving television, radio commercials and educational films.”

Susan Gerdvil, Communications Director at Virtue Media, told CNA that the organization is working with different pro-life groups to air the commercial but a broadcast is not yet scheduled.

Norma McCorvey’s commercial is viewable (Norma) at Virtue Media's website.

Notre Dame's Obama invite riles Catholic bishops
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/05/03/notre-dames-obama-invite-_n_195298.html?ir=India&adsSiteOverride=in 

By Eric Gorski, April 28, 2009 EXTRACT
This coming week, Bishop Thomas Wenski of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orlando, Fla., will take the unusual step of celebrating a Mass of Reparation, to make amends for sins against God.
The motivation: to provide an outlet for Catholics upset with what Wenski calls the University of Notre Dame's "clueless" decision to invite President Barack Obama to speak at its commencement and receive an honorary doctorate May 17*.
The nation's flagship Catholic university's honoring of a politician whose abortion rights record clashes with a fundamental church teaching has triggered a reaction among the nation's Catholic bishops that is remarkable in scope and tone, church observers say.
At least 55 bishops have publicly denounced or questioned Notre Dame in recent weeks, employing an arsenal of terms ranging from "travesty" and "debacle" to "extreme embarrassment." […]

*'Jane Roe' of Roe v Wade attacks Notre Dame decision to honour pro-abortion Obama

http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/damian_thompson/blog/2009/05/02/jane_roe_of_roe_v_wade_attacks_notre_dame_decision_to_honour_proabortion_obama
Posted by Damian Thompson, May 2, 2009
The woman whose pregnancy provoked the Roe v Wade court case that legalised abortion in the United States in 1973 has condemned the decision by Notre Dame University to invite the fiercely pro-abortion Barack Obama to deliver its commencement address on May 17.
Norma McCorvey - the "Jane Roe" of Roe v Wade - is now a Catholic pro-life campaigner. And she has joined 60 Catholic bishops in condemning the university’s decision to honour the most "pro-choice" politician ever to sit in Congress.
"Obama is not the ideal person to speak to a young bunch of kids that are going out into the world for the first time," she told me. "These people will have to remember that it was him who spoke at their graduation for the rest of ther natural lives. We have many in the pro-life movement that are better qualified to do this. I am really surprised more parents haven't pulled their kids out. I have heard that many of them will not show up this reason."
Norma is a brave lady: in the 1980s she revealed herself to be the "Jane Roe" of the famous case, and in the 1990s she converted to Christianity.  In 1998 she became a Catholic and now campaigns for civil rights "for everybody, including the unborn". (Incidentally, she never had an abortion: the case took so long that she had the child, which was adopted.)
As I wrote the other day, "Notre Shame" is turning into one of the biggest PR disasters of Barack Obama's presidency, and is quickly eroding his fragile support among American Catholics.
Fr John Jenkins, president of Notre Dame, is now the most unpopular priest in America. He and his liberal friends simply cannot see that a Catholic university cannot hold up a campaigner for partial-birth abortions as a moral exemplar for young people, even if he is the first African-American President of the United States.
Notre Dame had been planning to give its Laetare Medal to Mary Ann Glendon, former US ambassador to the Vatican. She has now declined the honour and won't be attending. Surely the President should now do the decent thing and withdraw from this occasion. Of course many of the students would be disappointed – I imagine that most of them are pro-Obama. But it could be explained to them that Notre Dame is a Catholic university, and that actually means something.
As it is, however, I reckon this shameful event will go ahead. And you won't need to tell the students about the consequences of being at a Catholic university because, frankly, Notre Dame won't be one any more.  

“The Abortion President” Counsels Notre Dame Grads on How to Address Abortion Issue
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/the-abortion-president-counsels-notre-dame-grads-on-how-to-address-abortion 
Received repeated, loud applause and standing ovation from Catholic university audience 

By Kathleen Gilbert, South Bend, Indiana, May 18, 2009 EXTRACT

Speaking at the University of Notre Dame commencement exercises yesterday, during what could easily be described as an Obama love-in, President Obama addressed the abortion issue that has roused an unprecedented groundswell of strong opposition by 79 U.S. bishops and 360,000 petitioners to his appearance at the leading Catholic university. Using the opportunity to make his longest abortion remarks since the election, "The Abortion President," as he has been called by pro-life leaders because of his extreme abortion record and views, counselled Notre Dame students on the proper response to the abortion question. He told the students that rather than "demonizing the opposition," one should keep an open mind to the opposite point of view and should seek "common ground." 
During the speech, thousands of pro-lifers from around the country protested Obama's appearance - some holding pro-life signs along the road to Notre Dame, some rallying with pro-life Notre Dame students on the South Quad, and a handful protesting at the speech itself. […]

Some of the graduates displayed the Obama campaign symbol atop their mortarboards, while others displayed a cross and tiny baby's feet in silent protest of Obama's expansive abortion agenda. 
During the President's remarks, over 3,000 pro-lifers from across the country - some travelling from as far as California, Florida, Texas, and New York - joined the student coalition ND Response for Mass and a rally on the South Quad. 
The rally featured several speakers, including an unexpected cameo by Bishop John D'Arcy of Fort Wayne-South Bend, who offered his support to the pro-life demonstrators. Several Notre Dame graduates protesting their own commencement joined Fr. Frank Pavone of Priests for Life at a prayer vigil at the Grotto, which demonstrators on the South Quad joined via a live video feed. 
As part of another demonstration, at least 39 pro-life protesters were taken into custody for trespassing on Notre Dame's campus, according to an AP report. Among those arrested was Norma McCorvey, the "Roe" of Roe v. Wade, who has had a conversion and is now opposed to abortion. 
Several hundred protesters, many carrying signs showing graphic images of abortion, lined a two-mile stretch of road leading from Interstate 80 to the campus' main entrance. 
To view the full text of Obama's remarks: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-at-Notre-Dame-Commencement/
To view YouTube video of the speech see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtepPOZ9vQc 

"Roe" of Roe v. Wade Arrested for Protesting Hearing of Pro-Abortion Supreme Court Nominee

http://www.catholic.org/news/politics/story.php?id=34071  

By Kathleen Gilbert, LifeSiteNews, Washington, D.C., July 13, 2009 
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Norma McCorvey, the "Roe" of Roe v. Wade who now is a leading opponent of abortion, was arrested for disrupting the hearing of Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor today along with several other pro-life protesters.

Sgt. Kimberly Schneider of the Capitol Police said McCorvey and one other protester were charged with unlawful conduct for disrupting Congress, making a total of four arrests related to abortion protests during the hearing, reports the Washington Post.

McCorvey had at first stayed outside the Hart Senate Office building with a small group of pro-life activists protesting Sotomayor's confirmation.  She then gained admittance to the building as one among the crowd of citizens regularly admitted in brief intervals to listen in on the hearing.  

"You're wrong Sotomayor, you're wrong about abortion," McCorvey declared to the Supreme Court hopeful before being quickly escorted out.

While Sotomayor has had little direct contact with the abortion debate, her pro-abortion beliefs have been established by interviews with senators on Capitol Hill in addition to a long list of extreme pro-abortion legal briefs authored under her purview.

The hearing was interrupted several times by other pro-life protesters.  Shortly before the proceedings commenced, the Washington Times reports one man shouted:  "What about the rights of the unborn?"  A second protester, who repeatedly shouted "Abortion is murder," was escorted out by police about an hour later.   

McCorvey, whose Supreme Court victory in 1973 unleashed legalized abortion in America, became an active opponent of the procedure following a conversion experience in 1994.  Her 2005 petition to the Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade was rejected.

See http://gloria.tv/media/nC3A5ABT6iq 

“Jane Roe” Dies at the Age of 69 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57291 
By Susan Brinkmann, February 20, 2017
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With Fr. Frank Pavone

Norma McCorvey, the anonymous plaintiff known as “Jane Roe” in the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling that legalized abortion, died on Saturday of heart ailments at the age of 69.

McCorvey’s story began when she was 22 years. An unmarried carnival worker, she found herself pregnant for the third time and approached a lawyer to help her procure an abortion in the state of Texas, where she lived at the time, and where the procedure was against the law. Little did she know at the time, the case she initiated would become ground zero in the abortion wars that endure to this day.

The case was known as Roe v. Wade and was filed in 1970. It was not seeking a national ruling on a woman’s right to an abortion but merely to grant McCorvey the right to legally and safely end a pregnancy she didn’t wish to carry to term.

“I was a woman alone with no place to go and no job,” she told the Baptist Press years later. “No one wanted to hire a pregnant woman. I felt there was no one in the world who could help me.”

Even though the case was not resolved in time for McCorvey to have an abortion, a young pro-abortion feminist attorney Sarah Weddington used the case as a means to overturn Texas’ laws against abortion. The case ultimately ended up in the Supreme Court which ruled in favor of “Roe” and effectively invalidated every pro-life state law in the nation.

But that’s not the end of her story. In fact, in many ways, it was just the beginning.

In 1982, after learning that she had prevailed in the Supreme Court, McCorvey told the Dallas Morning News that she was bitter the case had not be resolved in time to allow her to have an abortion and instead had to give up her baby daughter through adoption.

“I was glad to know some other poor woman wouldn’t have to go through what I did,” McCorvey said at the time. “I thought at least she wouldn’t have to face the agony of waking up in the morning and driving to work and seeing kids walking and wondering which one was hers. Because it’s not easy to give up something you helped grow, regardless of how the seed got there.”

In a 1994 autobiography entitled, I Am Roe: My Life, Roe v. Wade, and Freedom of Choice, she spoke about the impact the case had on her life.
“Am I a role model? No. For much of my life, it is true, I have lived at the bottom edge of American society. For all those years I have battled oppression – but also my own demons. . . . I wasn’t the wrong person to become Jane Roe. I wasn’t the right person to become Jane Roe. I was just the person who became Jane Roe, of Roe v. Wade. And my life story, warts and all, was a little piece of history.”

Not long after this, in 1995, the Rev. Philip “Flip” Benham, the leader of the pro-life Operation Rescue, moved next door to the abortion clinic where McCorvey was working.

According to an article by Erica J. Parkerson in The Charlotte World, McCorvey had nothing but disdain for the pro-life folks who came and went from the same parking lot. She used to spit in their faces and call them every name in the book. For the pastor, Flip Benham, she reserved a special hatred and used to refer to him as “Flip Venom.”

One day, she told Benham he needed to go to a Beach Boys concert and was startled when he admitted he hadn’t been to one since 1976.

“Come on, Flip, I didn’t know you were ever a sinner,” she joked and again he surprised her by saying, “Miss Norma, I’m a great big sinner, saved by a great big God.”

McCorvey later confessed: “Of all the things I expected Flip to say, this wasn’t one of them. I didn’t like to think of Flip as human. Flip began sharing some stories of his past and out of this vulnerability an unlikely friendship was born.”

During this time, she also encountered a seven year-old girl name Emily, the daughter of an Operation Rescue volunteer named Ronda Mackey. Emily would innocently invite her to church, remind her about how Jesus wanted to forgive her and how all she had to do was ask.

“I wasn’t won over by compelling apologetics. I had a ninth grade education and a very soft heart,” McCorvey admitted later. “While the Operation Rescue adults targeted my mind, Emily went straight for the heart. And over time, Emily began to personify the issue of abortion.”

This was especially true when she learned that Emily’s mother had almost aborted her. One day, when she saw the bumper sticker on the back of Mackey’s car that read, “Abortion Stops a Beating Heart,” she instantly thought of Emily.

“All the sudden, I saw Emily’s heart in that sticker and it just about destroyed me when I realized that ‘my law’ had almost snuffed out young Emily’s life,” wrote McCorvey. “I was forever changed by this experience. Abortion was no longer an ‘abstract right.’ It had a face now, in a little girl named Emily.”

Eventually, she began to stop challenging the Operation Rescue volunteers with her Book of Runes and crystals. “It wasn’t exactly Elijah and the prophets of Baal, but in both of our minds it was clearly a case of ‘may the true God win,'” wrote McCorvey.

The true God won on the day she was baptized by Benham, in front of network TV cameras.

But God wasn’t finished with her yet. She still had a lot of changes to make, both inside and outside, such as giving up her female lover, Connie Gonzales.

And, as Father Frank Pavone describes, she still thought some early abortions would be acceptable.

“She was open to truth, however, and truth did not let her go. It drew her further, and she quickly became convinced that abortion is wrong at any stage, no matter what the reason,” Father Pavone wrote just last year.

“In my contacts with her  . . . I noticed her interest in Catholicism. Shortly after her baptism, she asked me to bless her home. (Not being used to the custom of holy water, she and her friend inadvertently drank the entire spare supply I left with them.)
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“She attended with interest a Mass I celebrated in Dallas, and the following summer came with me to EWTN to tape a television interview. In the course of that interview, she asked me to bless the cross she wears, a cross which was made out of what used to be a pro-choice bracelet. Some months ago, Norma asked me to teach her to say the rosary.”

Father Pavone could see that she was being called to the Church but didn’t push things.

“I simply answered her questions, which she raised in her own time and her own way,” he said. “Then one day she sent me an email in which she told me that ‘The Big Boss’ told her she was to join the Church.”

She entered the Catholic Church in 1998 and spent the rest of her life fighting for life.

McCorvey gave birth to three children but only her first child, Melissa, was a part of her life. Melissa was at her mother’s side when she died in an assisted living facility in Katy, Texas on Saturday morning.
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