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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST – 72
Alec Guinness and the role that led to his finding the faith
https://aleteia.org/2020/07/13/alec-guinness-and-the-role-that-led-to-his-finding-the-faith/ 
John Burger, July 13, 2020
Sir Alec Guinness may be one of the most versatile actors of all time. The British thespian took on roles as diverse as Shakespeare’s Romeo, a Soviet military officer in Doctor Zhivago and Obi-Wan Kenobi in Star Wars. In one celebrated 1949 film, Kind Hearts and Coronets, he portrayed nine completely different characters.
But Guinness was not acting when he embraced the Christian faith. In fact, he resisted it for many years, thinking of it as the same kind of “fairy tale rubbish” he considered Star Wars to be.

But, thanks in part to an acting role he took on, Guinness was led to what he perceived to be a much deeper reality, culminating in his choosing to become a Catholic.

As Rita Reichardt tells the story in This Rock, the magazine of the Catholic Answers apologetics organization, young Alec was an atheist at heart in spite of having been baptized in the Anglican Church at age 16. He had fleeting interests in Presbyterianism, communism, Quakerism, Buddhism, and even in tarot cards, but there was no lasting relationship with any of them.

When he began acting, an Anglican priest pointed out to him that he was blessing himself the wrong way in one of his stage roles. Another priest, during the World War II bombing of London, gave Guinness a copy of St. Francis de Sales’ Introduction to the Devout Life and advised him always to genuflect before the altar. The actor began attending Anglican services regularly.

As he related in his autobiography Blessings in Disguise, another role softened him up to the Roman Catholic faith. Guinness went to France to film a film adaptation of G.K. Chesterton’s Father Brown detective stories. Reichardt sums up the plot that gave Guinness new direction in his life:

Father Brown is the drab and delightful Catholic priest invented by G. K. Chesterton. One of Guinness’s most memorable characterizations was of this humble, crime-solving cleric. The film was being shot in a remote French village. One evening Guinness, still in costume, was on his way back to his lodgings. A little boy, mistaking him for the real thing, grabbed his hand and trustingly accompanied the “priest.” That incident affected Guinness. “Continuing my walk,” he said, “I reflected that a Church that could inspire such confidence in a child, making priests, even when unknown, so easily approachable, could not be as scheming or as creepy as so often made out. I began to shake off my long-taught, long-absorbed prejudices.” Shortly thereafter, Guinness’s son Matthew, age eleven, was stricken with polio and paralyzed from the waist down. The future for the boy was doubtful, and at the end of each day’s work on the film, Guinness began dropping in at a little Catholic church on his route home. He decided to strike a bargain with God: If God would let Matthew recover, Guinness would not stand in the way if the boy wished to become Catholic.

The boy recovered completely, and Guinness enrolled him in a Jesuit academy. At age 15, almost the same age at which Guinness himself had been baptized, his son announced that he wanted to become Catholic. To which his famous father assented.

Guinness himself began to study Catholicism and had long talks with a Catholic priest, went on retreat at a Trappist abbey and even attended Mass with Grace Kelly while he was working on a film in Los Angeles. Overcoming a few stumbling blocks vis a vis the teachings on indulgences and papal infallibility, he at last entered the Roman Catholic Church in 1956.

“There had been no emotional upheaval, no great insight, certainly no proper grasp of theological issues,” Guinness wrote, “just a sense of history and the fittingness of things.”
While Guinness was in Sri Lanka in 1956 making The Bridge on the River Kwai, his wife, actress Merula Silvia Salaman, also became Catholic. Sir Alec was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 1959 and went on to make many more memorable films. He and his wife both died in 2000.

SOME RELATED FILES

DIVINI REDEMPTORIS-ON ATHEISTIC COMMUNISM PIUS XI MARCH 19, 1937
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DIVINI_REDEMTORIS-ON_ATHEISTIC_COMMUNISM.doc
ATHEISTIC MORALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ATHEISTIC_MORALITY.doc 
CAN YOU BE GOOD WITHOUT GOD? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CAN_YOU_BE_GOOD_WITHOUT_GOD.doc 
DECLINE OF CHRISTIANITY ALARMS ATHEISTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DECLINE_OF_CHRISTIANITY_ALARMS_ATHEISTS.doc 

HOW TO SPEAK TO AN ATHEIST 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_TO_SPEAK_TO_AN_ATHEIST.doc 

THE CULT OF MAN AND THE NEW NEW AGE RELIGION OF CATHOLIC HUMANISM 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CULT_OF_MAN_AND_THE_NEW_NEW_AGE_RELIGION_OF_CATHOLIC_HUMANISM.doc
WHY ARE SOME PEOPLE ATHEISTS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_ARE_SOME_PEOPLE_ATHEISTS.doc
CATHOLIC APOLOGIST JOHN MARTIGNONI INTERVIEWED BY ATHEIST JEFF PEARLMAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_APOLOGIST_JOHN_MARTIGNONI_INTERVIEWED_BY_ATHEIST_JEFF_PEARLMAN.doc
DEBATE WITH AN ATHEIST-JOHN MARTIGNONI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DEBATE_WITH_AN_ATHEIST-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE WILFUL MISUNDERSTANDING OF ATHEISTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_WILFUL_MISUNDERSTANDING_OF_ATHEISTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
WHAT DID POPE FRANCIS REALLY SAY ABOUT ATHEISTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHAT_DID_POPE_FRANCIS_REALLY_SAY_ABOUT_ATHEISTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 
WHY ATHEISTS HAVE NO RIGHTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_ATHEISTS_HAVE_NO_RIGHTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
NOTE: Use of orange color for a person’s name indicates that she/he became a religious/priest/pastor
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER 'ATHEIST'-CATHOLIC-01 GLORIA POLO

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-CATHOLIC-01.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER 'ATHEIST'-CATHOLIC-02 MAOLSHEACHLANN O CEALLAIGH

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_'ATHEIST'-CATHOLIC-02.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER 'ATHEIST'-CATHOLIC-03 MERCEDES AROZ

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_'ATHEIST'-CATHOLIC-03.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-01 RONDA CHERVIN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-01.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-02 JENNIFER FULWILER

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-02.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-03 R. J. STOVE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-03.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-04 SR. THERESA ALETHEIA NOBLE FSP
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-04.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-05 ALEXIS CARREL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-05.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-06 KALEB HAMMOND

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-06.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-07 JOHN C. WRIGHT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-07.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-08 BRIGITTE BEDARD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-08.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-09 LEAH LIBRESCO

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-09.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-10 JAY DAMIEN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-10.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-11 ADRIAN ABEYTA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-11.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-12 RICH VESTAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-12.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-13 KAYLA GARRY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-13.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-14 ELIZABETH MAHLOU

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-14.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-15 ALISON DAVIS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-15.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-16 MARK DE VRIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-16.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-17 LEE STROBEL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-17.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-18 DR. FRANCIS SELLERS COLLINS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-18.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-19 DR. RICHARD LUMSDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-19.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-20 PROF. ANTONY FLEW 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-20.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-21 J.WARNER WALLACE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-21.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-22 DR. DONALD WHITAKER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-22.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-23 JULIE MELLOR 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-23.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-24 SHELLEY HUNDLEY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-24.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-25 DR. REGGIE ANDERSON
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-26 ALISTER MCGRATH
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-26.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-27 NICK BERRYMAN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-27.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-28 KEVIN WILLIAMS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-28.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-29 DR. RICHARD LUMSDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-29.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-30 JOHN JOSEPH
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-30.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-31 MIKE ADAMS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-31.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-32 FORMER EVANGELICAL
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-32.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-33 PETER BYROM

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-33.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-34 ANONYMOUS    
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-34.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-35 ALEX PAN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-35.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-36 BRIAN JEFFREY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-36.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-37 JAMES NEW
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-37.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-38 FR. JOHN BARTUNEK
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-38.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-39 DR. HOLLY ORDWAY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-39.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-40 NICK VAN HEEL
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-40.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-41 KEVIN O’BRIEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-41.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-42 STEVEN W. MOSHER
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-42.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-43 ANONYMOUS FEMALE     
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-43.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-44 DAVID WOOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-44.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-45 ANONYMOUS FEMALE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-45.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-46 JAIME 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-46.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-47 ANONYMOUS MALE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-47.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-48 KRISTIN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-48.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-49 TIM GEISLER 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-49.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-50 ANONYMOUS FEMALE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-50.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-51 JESSICA JENKINS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-51.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-52 MICHAEL JOHN BEASLEY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-52.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-53 SONDRA SNEED
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-53.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-54 KIRSTEN POWERS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-54.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-55 CRISTEL BANKS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-55.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-56 DR. HUGH ROSS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-56.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-57 DR. MARK EASTMAN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-57.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-58 HEIDI
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-58.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-59 RONALD DABDOUB
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-59.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-60 MICHAEL FORD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-60.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-61 DAVE SCHMELZER
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-61.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-62 GUILLAME BIGNON
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-62.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-63 ALEX
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-63.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-64 JAMES
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-64.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-65 DR. GUNTER BECHLY, DANIEL RODGER, ELIZABETH MOONEY, CHRIS CLAUS and MARK McGEE  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-65.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-66 DANIEL RODGER, PETER BYROM and HUGH ROSS  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-66.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-67 ANONYMOUS FEMALE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-67.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-68 JEFF MILLER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-68.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-69 DR. STACY TRASANCOS

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-69.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-70 PATRICK FLYNN [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-70.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ATHEIST-71 DR. FRANCIS COLLINS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ATHEIST-71.doc
+ Over 2500 testimonies of conversion to Jesus Christ at
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.php
