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I am a wife, mother of 5 children and grandmother to 12 - soon to be 13. I adore my family and love spending time with them whenever I can. My life in the Mormon Church began when two missionaries knocked on my door in Dorset, England. I felt their sincerity and desperately wanted to have that strong testimony and peace that their gospel seemed to deliver. After praying for this testimony and receiving no answer, I doubled my efforts and read and prayed some more. Despite being taught that an adulterous generation sought after signs I felt that I sorely needed just one sign to help me make the decision to join the Church. I wanted to believe what the young missionaries taught me, and wasn't a 'burning in the bosom' a sign? One night as I knelt in prayer - still having received no answer, I asked God to cause some physical discomfort that would be strong enough to let me know that this was a definite answer and sure enough, a pain began in my leg and I arose from my knees in grateful assurance that joining this church was God's plan for me (the leg pain was completely understandable considering that I had been kneeling for a very long time). I now look at this as simple confirmation bias; I wanted to believe that I had received communication from God. I was baptized on September 3rd 1967 and from that time forward I began; line upon line; precept upon precept in my journey to becoming what I hoped was a model Mormon. Over the course of 39 years of faithful membership, I served as a Sunday school teacher to adults and youth, early morning seminary teacher, young women's leader, relief society teacher and counselor in the presidency. Along with my husband I worked at the Bishops' storehouse, and at the temple as an ordinance worker and cleaning supervisor. I felt that I had reached the pinnacle of forgiveness for every sin I remembered and had repented of, when my husband was called as bishop of the newly organized Sherwood Park second ward. In 2002 after my husband's retirement, we applied to serve a senior couples mission, and were called to serve in the South Africa Cape Town Mission, arriving on April 6th. The very next day we were involved in an accident as passengers in the mission owned vehicle and were badly injured. We stayed and worked as missionaries instead of going through proper recovery and I still have physical problems because of this. (CONTINUED) 
To finish reading Jean's story, visit the website below: http://www.iamanexmormon.com/2010/12/my-name-is-jean-bodie-and-im-an-ex-mormon/ 
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