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I was in second grade when I decided I wanted to be a nun when I grew up. My parents were progressive Catholics and very active in our local parish. I attended a Catholic school from first through seventh grade, which aided in my desire to become a nun. However, during my pre-teen years I was disillusioned ​with church. I remember wondering why I had to confess to a priest when, really, I didn’t have anything to confess! I would often make up sins to confess, and that made me feel dishonest. In high school, I began a journey of my own in search of something deeper.

When I was 16 years old, I attended a concert with a friend, not realizing it was a non-Catholic “Christian” one. During the final song, there was an open invitation for anyone to “accept Jesus Christ into your life as Lord and Savior.” I walked forward to do that, although had no idea what I was actually doing. It didn’t matter, I thought, because I was convinced it was right. I began attending a local Protestant church and found myself falling deeply in love with Jesus.

Little by little, I realized I was rejecting my Catholic upbringing. I began to believe that Catholics didn’t really know Jesus like those in the Protestant church I was attending. I was quite the fanatic; I looked for ways that I could help my Catholic parents “invite Jesus into their hearts” too, and I’m sure it hurt them a great deal to see me leave my Catholic Faith and heritage.

While attending Goshen College (a private Mennonite institution), I went to Honduras for a semester of Intercultural Studies. It was there that I sensed God calling me to serve Him overseas as a missionary. My heart’s deepest desire was to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the entire world. I said “yes” and endeavored to follow God’s leading to that end.

After transferring to Indiana Wesleyan University to study nursing and missions, I met my husband-to-be, Gary. During high school Gary had said “yes” to God’s call on his life to go into missions. We were married in August 1978, after only 10 months of dating. I graduated two years later, and that summer we moved with our three month old daughter to Kentucky for Gary to attend Asbury Theological Seminary. He graduated in 1983 and accepted a call to pastor a Wesleyan church in a small town in Michigan. We pastored there, with our (now two) daughters, for four years. In the summer of 1987, we decided it was time to serve overseas. Soon afterwards, we headed for Lima, Peru under the patronage of the Wesleyan Church’s missionary organization, Global Partners.

We were in Lima for 14 years and planted a church in a middle class neighborhood. Our main focus there was “Friendship Evangelism,” something I found extremely fulfilling. My heart’s desire was to help women know and love Jesus Christ, so I started a women’s weekly combination cooking class and Bible study group. Some of the women seemed to have a real reverence for God, even though they were Catholic. That confused me a bit, but I let it go. Others were thankful that I shared Christ’s love with them and, little by little, seemed to understand Him better. Some even “accepted Jesus into their hearts” during our time there.

I also developed a Children’s Church program, and at our first Vacation Bible School, 18 children “accepted Christ into their hearts.” I am so very grateful for those years in Lima. To God be the glory for what He accomplished during our time there.

Having completed our time in Peru in 2001, we sensed God calling us to plant a church in New York City. So in the summer of 2002 we followed His call as obedient children and moved there, not knowing a soul. Due to the high cost of living there, I had to get a job and therefore was unable to help Gary much with the church planting. It was a difficult time for us, and our church plant failed after two years. Nevertheless, God had His plan to keep us in New York City. What we didn’t know was that we would later find Christ in the fullness of the Catholic Church in that same city. Gary released the church plant and surrendered his will to what God’s next step was for us. We were certain He wanted us to stay in the city.

The Lord did a healing work in us and blessed us by providing us a place to worship as we continued to heal. Trinity Grace Church (non-denominational) was a new church plant, and we quickly adopted it as our new church home. After just a few months of attending this very young church, Gary was asked to serve, first as an elder, then as pastor of Justice and Care, and later as the local pastor of the Washington Heights parish.

Gary was the pastor at that church for three years. Then my Mom passed away and everything changed!

In October of 2013, my Mom had a heart attack. Two days later, she passed into the presence of the Lord. After she died, I knew I couldn’t judge her, but I was hoping she had made it to heaven. She had never “asked Jesus into her heart” that I knew of, even though, once again, I had witnessed to her just prior to her death. However, the day after her passing, my Dad looked me straight in the eye and said: “Charlotte, your Mom loved Jesus as much as you do.” 
That statement both shocked and confused me, because I knew how much I loved Jesus, but I had believed for years that Catholics weren’t really Christians.

This event sent Gary on a journey to understand how it was that my Mom could have loved Jesus as much as we did. What, really, was the doctrine of the Catholic Church on this point? Had we been misinformed or confused all these years? Within just a few weeks, Gary found himself beginning a surprising journey straight into the Catholic Church.

The more Gary sought and found answers and peace, the more stubborn I became. I held to the opinion that “I found Jesus in the Protestant church and I’m not interested in going back!” During his first few months of new discoveries, he privately prayed for me and tried to share his insights with me, but I just half-listened and pretended to be interested.

After about six months, I finally told him, “Honey, you go ahead and become Catholic. I don’t mind. I’m sure we’ll be just fine.” That broke his heart, and he decided to quietly, prayerfully and patiently wait for me to join him. He would remind me every so often during the next few months that there was “no pressure,” and that he loved me very much. It was a beautiful portrayal of a man who was deeply in love with his Lord. His patience warmed my heart, and I began to suspect deep within me that someday I would probably join him.

I saw changes in Gary’s life, positive and peaceful ones that intrigued me. He would quickly give God the credit for those changes and for what he was learning and understanding about the doctrine of the Catholic Church. Despite the beauty I saw in his spiritual walk, I remained unwilling to follow him. My position was unchanged: “I found Jesus in the Protestant church and He and I were doing just fine.”

In January 2015, about a year into Gary’s journey, I realized that I had gradually become rebellious toward God’s gentle push to join my husband on this journey. I was becoming more negative and irritable about it, until it finally occurred to me that I was in sinful rebellion. It was deliberate disobedience to the Lord’s call on my heart to join Gary, and it was starting to affect every area of my life.

Because I felt so guilty, I became more open to listening to Gary’s explanations of what God was doing deep within him. He thoroughly enjoyed watching (usually alone, due to my reluctance) The Journey Home program, hosted by Marcus Grodi, on EWTN television. I began watching from time to time. In February, I saw an episode with a former pastor of a similar denomination to ours who spoke of a miraculous fragrance that God used through the Virgin Mary’s intercession, to bring him into the Catholic Church. I found that weird but very intriguing.

Flippantly, but with intention, I mentioned to Gary that “I need a miracle, or something like that, in my life too!” I hoped it might change my hardened heart to “return home” to the Catholic Church. I was beginning to feel desperate to join Gary on his journey but was still not actually wanting to do so. I needed help, even divine help! God, in His mercy, answered that disrespectful mini-prayer in a most unexpected way.

It was about a week after my remark that I was awakened in the night by an unbelievably sweet and glorious fragrance of flowers in our bedroom. It shocked, scared, and overwhelmed me! But I had an instant understanding that it must have come from God, because that was exactly what had happened to that former pastor we’d seen on television. I accepted this experience as a message from Jesus Christ Himself, through the Virgin Mary — and that bothered me a bit, because I wasn’t at all interested in her. But that was the miracle I had asked for!

It was a surprising and blessed experience for me, lasting only a few seconds. God chose that means to speak to my heart, and I understood that He was wooing me toward surrender. Within days I began to understand and respond to God’s Spirit. I surrendered my rebellion about this journey and committed myself to finally join Gary.

Now that I was committed, I couldn’t stop talking about it. We couldn’t move forward fast enough! There was a deep, unexplained yearning within me for the Holy Spirit’s guidance while I surrendered each of my objections to the Catholic Church. I was filled with a sweet peace, like I had been “saved” all over again!

Meanwhile, Gary continued to process, understand, and absorb everything he could glean about the Church. This caused great conflict in his heart, because he was still pastoring the local Trinity Grace parish while heading down a different path. He desired integrity, and he knew that he would have to step down as pastor, out of obedience to God. So that spring of 2015, he began the process of sharing with the lead pastor and others about his need to resign. They were receptive to him and respected his decision, although it made no sense to them. During our last week in the pastorate, we shared our story one on one with our parishioners, and they graciously trusted our decision as well. It was beautiful to hear them affirm their love and respect for us. We had their blessing! It was a divine confirmation that we had chosen correctly. We didn’t understand why, but God had called us, and we were moving forward.

Gary began working in the secular world in August, just one week after receiving his last paycheck from Trinity Grace. Isn’t it wonderful how God graciously blesses our obedience to Him? In September 2015, with a deep sense of peace, joy, and expectation, we began attending RCIA classes (the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults). We had already been attending the Catholic church of the Good Shepherd for a few months, and both of us absolutely loved and respected Pastor Robert. As I got to know him, it surprised me that a Catholic could be so in love with Jesus. I was obviously still needing to let go of my previous prejudices about Catholicism!

RCIA was eye-opening for me. We studied the Catechism of the Catholic Church. I was able to see how clearly Scripture lined up with the Church’s doctrine. This was a pleasant surprise and caused me to crave an even greater understanding of the Church. Being in class every week often brought me to silent tears regarding what I must have put my parents through when I turned my back on the Catholic Faith. I had no idea how much they loved God. We could have had a much closer relationship had I realized they loved Jesus like I did.
As RCIA progressed, I soaked up ever more beautiful teachings of the Catholic Church. I found it fascinating that nothing is said or done in the Mass without some deep spiritual meaning behind it. I was most impacted by the Sacrament of the Eucharist. When I used to receive Holy Communion as a child, I would try very hard not to chew the Host because “I didn’t want to hurt my Jesus.” I didn’t recall that childhood attitude of mine until I re-learned the meaning of Christ’s Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. This created an even deeper desire in me to receive Christ in the Sacrament.

During those six months of preparation, every time Communion was distributed, we were allowed to walk forward and receive a blessing from the priest. I was so grateful for those blessings each week, but I would return to my seat tearfully longing to receive the true Body and Blood of my Lord Jesus Christ. It was a spiritual yearning that I simply cannot put into words. It was then that I knew that the sacred Host is the Real Presence of Jesus Christ.

St. Gaudentius of Brescia wrote: “We no longer look on the bread and wine as earthly substances. They have become heavenly because Christ has passed into them and changed them into His Body and Blood. What you receive is the Body of Him Who is the Heavenly Bread, and the Blood is the sacred vine; for when He offered His disciples the consecrated bread and wine, He said: This is My Body, this is My Blood. We have put our trust in Him. I urge you to have faith in Him.” (http://brotherdismas.blogspot.com/2010/05/from-treatise-by-saint-gaudentius-of.html?m=1)

St. Catherine of Siena offers this comforting thought conveyed to her by Jesus: “Oh, dearest daughter, open well the eye of thy intellect and gaze into the abyss of My love, for there is no rational creature whose heart would not melt for love in contemplating and considering, among the other benefits she receives from Me, the special gift that she receives in the [Blessed] Sacrament” (http://www.ecatholic2000.com/catherine/siena76.shtml).

I resigned from my job as a dermatology nurse just two months prior to the Easter Vigil. Having more free time, I wanted to spend most of it in church, so I began attending Mass on a daily basis. About a year earlier, when we first started attending the church, I had noticed that, upon entering, there was always an indescribable sense of Christ’s Presence there. I now understand why: It’s the Real Presence of Jesus Christ residing there. What a treasure! The tabernacle, that golden box near the altar, is the home where Christ dwells. The priest consecrates the Host during Mass, and whatever is not consumed during Holy Communion, is placed in the tabernacle. At that point in my journey, I still could not receive the Holy Eucharist, but I began spending about 20 minutes at the altar in adoration of my Lord before Mass began. This continues to be the most precious part of my Catholic Faith.

In my rebellion I did not care to understand what any of this meant. Now, however, I recognize Communion as the most holy and sacred Sacrament of the Catholic Faith. Knowing that Christ is truly there in the Host is a matter of faith and trust in God’s word. He is actually present; see John 6:51, 54–56. So now, each time I enter the church and kneel at the altar, I greet my Lord with a smile, because I sense His Presence. He resides in the Tabernacle, and after receiving the Holy Eucharist, He actually resides within me. This is a daily spiritual feeling that I will cherish for as long as I live. What beauty!

One week prior to returning to full communion with the Catholic Church, I was to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Yikes! Years ago, I’m sure you could have heard me say, regarding Confession, “I don’t need to confess my sins to anyone, much less a priest!” But today, having studied, understood, and experienced the meaning of this sacrament, I have an entirely different opinion! How can I explain what a gift Confession truly is? Its very title speaks of healing and peace: reconciliation. That’s what I experienced upon sharing, face to face, for the first time in over 40 years, my life’s sins — to Fr. Robert! It was a healing, sanctifying moment for me, and one that continues to refresh my heart and soul on a continual basis. A bonus to this sacrament is that it has created a spiritual desire and determination in me to avoid sin. It’s motivating to stay as clear from sin as possible because this sacrament is so sacred. The priest has the anointing of the Holy Spirit to absolve sins, because he represents Jesus Christ Himself, as Christ Himself, through him, absolves us. I find Confession to be a most healing and peaceful experience.

I see Jesus “behind” the priest, and I feel enveloped by His love as I share the “stuff” in my heart and life. “‘In persona Christi’ (a Latin phrase meaning ‘in the person of Christ’), is a phrase that [is] … used to explain how an ordained priest, even though he is ‘a mere human being’ can do ‘divine’ things such as change bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ and forgive sins .… A priest can do these things because — at that moment — he is acting “in the person of Christ.” (Fr. Thomas Richstatter, O.F.M., Theology of Ministry)

Saturday evening, March 26, 2016 the Easter Vigil finally arrived. Oh, the joy I experienced upon receiving Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist that evening! To have yearned for this moment for so many months proved to be a most sacred and holy experience. To commit myself to the teachings of the Catholic Church and receive the anointing of the Holy Spirit with a special oil on my forehead was a solemn and sacred experience as well.

I deeply regret that I had dragged my feet for so long. I had heard God’s voice at least six months before I gave in to Him, but I chose to close my ears and heart in disobedience. My journey was one of rebellion and disobedience because I was completely aware of what God wanted me to do. I chose not to because “Jesus and I were just fine where we were!” But God is faithful.

I am forever grateful for Gary’s patience as I fought my battle with God. His specific prayers and deep surrender to watch God work it all out were instrumental in my own full surrender to our Lord’s call to return to the Catholic Church.

As I look back on my personal walk with Jesus, I am thankful for that concert on May 29th, 1971, when I recognized that Jesus Christ could actually live within me and sanctify me unto Himself. I give glory and honor to Him for all He has taught me and how He has loved me so dearly these past 45 years as a committed Christian.

I just can’t get enough of JESUS! To God be glory and honor and praise. I was quite active as an Evangelical pastor’s wife and missionary. Those years as a Protestant were very fulfilling for me; God did amazing things in my life. However, in my life now as a Catholic, there is a fresh daily need to be in Mass and receive the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 
Upon receiving Him every single day, I know beyond a doubt that He has me and I have Him, that “I can do all things in Him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). But this isn’t a new strength; it’s simply deeper and richer than before.

Every part of the Mass celebration has a special meaning, which daily draws me closer and closer to my Lord. The various devotional and Scriptural readings that the Church provides online are invaluable as well. Every single day, all over the world, the same Holy Scripture is proclaimed, the same Mass is celebrated, and the Real Presence of Christ is given to us, proving Christ’s divinity and the unity of believers in this Church with a 2,000 year history.

It has only been a little over a year since Gary and I were reconciled with the Catholic Church, and we are still learning as we go. We are both open to God’s call to know, love, and serve Him in whatever capacity He wills. Obedience has always been our calling, and we desire to follow Him wherever He leads. We currently serve Him in the Mass as Lectors, reading from the Holy Scriptures at Mass, just prior to the priest proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I have a renewed love for God’s Word and what takes place in the Mass, and I am humbled, honored, and blessed to be given the privilege to proclaim that Word. I cherish His Word like never before in my life.

None of this can be easily explained. For me it was a heart issue: the beliefs of the Catholic Church were so foreign to me and so difficult for me to accept or even desire to understand … that is, until I had that change of heart. Prior to that I wanted nothing to do with the Catholic Church — at least what I thought was the Catholic Church. It took a miracle for me to finally surrender to God’s wooing voice. Although I may still not understand everything about the Church’s teaching, I find that the more I love Jesus, the more I desire everything the Church has to offer. I am honored and humbled to be called a Catholic, and am more in love with my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ than ever before!
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TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-48-BAPTIST KENNETH R. GUINDON [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-48-BAPTIST.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-49-ANGLICAN JIM AND JOY PINTO (PRO-LIFE) [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-49-ANGLICAN.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-50-PRESBYTERIAN JOHN MARTIGNONI [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-50-PRESBYTERIAN.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-51-SECULARISM MARIE JOSEPH [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-51-SECULARISM.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-52-MODELING LEAH DARROW [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-51-MODELING.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-53-PROTESTANTISM DEACON SCOTT JABLONSKI [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-53-PROTESTANTISM.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-54 JUDY HEHR [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-54-PROTESTANTISM.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-55-EVANGELICAL TOM PONCHAK [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-55-EVANGELICAL.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-56-ATHEIST EMMA FRADD [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-56-ATHEIST.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-57-SECULARISM SCOTT WOLTZE [BANK ROBBER] [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-57-SECULARISM.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-58-SECULARISM SEAN CHAPMAN [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-58-SECULARISM.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-59-SECULARISM CRAIG ST CLAIR [BECAME CATHOLIC]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-59-SECULARISM.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-60-SECULARISM JESSE ROMERO [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-60-SECULARISM.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-61-AGNOSTICISM CHRISTOPHER REIBOLD [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-61-AGNOSTICISM.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-62-PRESBYTERIAN MICHAEL O’CONNOR [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-62-PRESBYTERIAN.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-63-PRESBYTERIAN JOAN SUMMERS [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-63-PRESBYTERIAN.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-64-CALVARY CHAPEL LISA BLASHE [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-64-CALVARY_CHAPEL.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-65-WICCA AND PAGANISM DIANE W. KAVANAUGH [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-65-WICCA_AND_PAGANISM.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-66-JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES ANONYMOUS FEMALE [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-66-JEHOVAHS_WITNESSES.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-67-HARE KRISHNA LUC D [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-67-HARE_KRISHNA.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-68-EVANGELICAL CARLOS ZAMORA [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-68-EVANGELICAL.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-69-ATHEIST JOHN KNUTSEN [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-69-ATHEIST.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-70-METHODIST KELLI BEAUMONT [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-70-METHODIST.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-71-RAPPER, HIP HOP JOHN LEVI DAVIDSON [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-71-RAPPER.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-72-EVANGELICAL MARGARET REVEIRA [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-72-EVANGELICAL.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-73-UNITARIAN NICK DE LA TORRE [REVERT TO CATHOLICISM]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-73-UNITARIAN.doc
NOTE: Use of orange color for a person’s name indicates that she/he was/became a religious/priest/pastor
