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MICHAEL PRABHU, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019
Cardinal Woelki: There can be no ordination of women
The church "can not do everything that the world would like to have from it," warns the archbishop of Cologne in sermon

https://de.catholicnewsagency.com/story/kardinal-woelki-klare-absage-an-priesterweihe-von-frauen-anpassung-an-mainstream-5038                     
Cologne, September 9, 2019
"A church that adapts itself to the world in its faith is not the work of the Holy Spirit, but that of our human spirit": Cardinal Rainer Maria Woelki said that. In his sermon on the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, the archbishop of Cologne recalled the actual, only mission of the church:
"To proclaim and witness to the people and the whole world their salvation through the Son of God and to show people the way to heaven".

However, this is precisely what is often unrecognizable today in the church, continued Woelki in his sermon on 8 September.

Instead, for some it has become a "purely sociological entity that - in line with gender - has to adapt to the political and social mainstream," criticized the cardinal.

With clear words that will remind many observers of criticism of the "synodal path," the archbishop said:

"Like in a parliament, the preparation, referring to allegedly new scientific insights - especially the social and human sciences - to negotiate about the faith and doctrine of the church - such as politicians - is at stake, and then democratically determined Majority decisions to bring about a so-called reform of the Church, behind which in the last is often nothing other than an adaptation to the thinking of the world hides."

Anyone who does such a thing that demands that the church itself become unfaithful, continued Woelki.

"It would lose its identity and dissolve, because the Church is not man-made, it is endowed by Christ, but that means we can not just dispose of everything we want or decide by majority, faith and should be called church today."

Especially the sacraments are affected, emphasized the Cologne cardinal. The priesthood of women, for example, is not possible because in the power of the church. Woelki recalled that St. John Paul II "decided this question" with all binding force for the whole Church in 1994 "- and repeatedly affirmed Pope Francis".

In the life of the church, however, what matters is "what we make of ourselves, not what a secularized society sets us to meet as Christians in understanding and acceptance, but what God has already made us has". 

"He made us redeemed, to his daughters and sons," Woelki summed it up in his sermon .

A no less clear rejection Cardinal Woelki gave all attempts to make the church a "closed shop", the "anxious secluded from the world".

"But she must not go through everything that the world would like to have from her."

A church that adapts to the world in its faith is "not the work of the Holy Spirit," warned Woelki on 8 September.

"Cardinal Höffner has always reminded us of the apostle Paul, who once gave the first Christian to the path: not us, but we against it, we must conform to Christ, to His will, to His person, and to remain bound Otherwise we lose our identity as Christians and thus as Church. " 
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