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Joshua’s long day
http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/joshua3.html
By James Kiefer
A listmember has posted an account of a computer confirmation of the missing day in Joshua 10 and the missing 40 minutes in 1 Kings 20.

He quotes a 1969 newspaper article which in turn quotes an engineer, Harold Hill. (Mr Hill has written several books for Christians, such as HOW TO LIVE LIKE A KING'S KID.)

William Willoughby, at that time religion editor of the Washington (D.C.) EVENING STAR, inquired of the NASA Spaceflight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland, where the computer proof is said to have occurred. They denied all knowledge of it. He spoke with Mr. Hill, who says that he obtained the story from a reliable source, and is sure that it is true, but has mislaid his notes and cannot remember exactly where he read or heard it. Many of us know the feeling, and will absolve Mr. Hill from the charge of conscious dishonesty (he has never admitted "making it up," and I find no reason to suppose that he did), but at the same time will insist that his account is not acceptable as evidence.

I first encountered the essentials of Hill's story some years before the Greenbelt facility was built. The book THE HARMONY OF SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE, by Harry Rimmer, written in 1936, contains the following account (281f), which I here condense:

         There is a book by Prof. C A Totten of Yale, written in 1890... Professor Totten wrote of a fellow professor, an accomplished astronomer, who made the strange discovery that the earth was twenty-four hours out of schedule! ... Prof. Totten challenged this man to investigate the question of the inspiration of the Bible. ... Some time later ... his colleague replied: "In the tenth chapter of Joshua, I found the missing twenty-four hours accounted for. Then I went back and checked up on my figures, and found that at the time of Joshua there were only 23 hours and 20 minutes lost."

         ... the astronomer ... read on until he came to the 38th chapter of the prophet Isaiah (NOTE by JEK: this recounts the same episode as 2 Kings 20).... So the accuracy of the book was established to the satisfaction of this exacting critic.

Charles Adiel Lewis Totten is described in WHO WAS WHO IN AMERICA.

He was a professor of military science at Yale from 1889 to 1892.

His book (one of many), JOSHUA'S LONG DAY AND THE DIAL OF AHAZ, was published in 1890. In this book, the skeptical astronomer convinced by a study of the Scriptures does not appear at all. Totten's argument, so far as I understand it, goes like this.

    We know from Daniel 9:27 and from various other passages (mostly in Revelation) that the public ministry of Jesus lasted three and a half years. Since He was crucified at the spring equinox, He must have begun to preach at the fall equinox.

    Since he began to preach when He was thirty years old, He must have been born at the fall equinox. Since the world was created 4000 years before He was born, the world was created on

    September 22, 4000 BC. Therefore this day must have been a Sunday. But calculating back using a calendar, we find that this date was a Monday. Therefore there is a missing 24 hours.

    Since 40 minutes of this are accounted for by the story in 2 Kings 20 (or Isaiah 38), we see that the "about a day" mentioned in Joshua 10 must account for the remaining 23 hours and 20 minutes. End of proof.
CONCLUSION
It appears that the story began with Totten's calculations, which you will note are not based on any astronomical discoveries, bit on some questionable assumptions about Bible chronology. As references to Totten's work were repeated, persons who knew that Totten claimed to have calculated that the calendar was missing a day, but did not know how he had done so, assumed that the calculation must have been an astronomical one, and so we have the story as it appears in Rimmer. Later, it became natural to assume that an astronomical calculation of this sort must have been done with computers, and since Goddard is one of the chief centers for astronomical calculations with computers (I know an astronomer who works there), it was natural to assume that the calculation must have been done at Goddard. And so the story reached its present form, probably not through conscious fraud, but through the willingness of man to repeat the story, adding details of how they were sure it must have happened.

REMARK

Even if I did not have evidence about how the story arose, I would still find it hard to believe, because it doesn't make sense.

     (1) If I drop a tennis ball from the top of a tall building, and use the Law of Falling bodies to determine where it will be x seconds later, my calculation tells me only where it will be if nothing interrupts the fall. It does not tell me whether anything (such as a tennis racquet suddenly stuck out the window by someone on the fifteenth floor) will interrupt the fall.

     (2) If I observe an automobile driving north at 60 miles an hour past a checkpoint on a long straight highway, I can calculate that 20 minutes ago the auto was 20 miles south of the checkpoint, and 73 minutes ago it was 73 miles south of the checkpoint, and so on, all on the assumption that it has been moving with constant velocity. If I have a report that it passed a checkpoint 80 miles south, not 80 minutes ago, but 90 minutes, then I have evidence that something has interfered with its constant 60-mile-an-hour progress.

Perhaps the driver stopped for gas, or to change a tire, or to get a speeding ticket from a traffic officer. But if I have no information except for my observation of the car at the one checkpoint, then all my calculations about its position at various past times are based on the ASSUMPTION that it has been traveling north at the same velocity, with no interruptions. My observation and calculations tell me nothing about whether such interruptions may have occurred.

     (3) If I use the present positions and velocities of the Sun, the planets, and their satellites to determine by the Laws of Planetary Motion where every one of these bodies will be 10000 years from now, my calculation shows only where they will be if there is no unanticipated interference. It does not show whether there will be such an interference.

     (4) If I use the present positions and velocities of the aforesaid components of the Solar System to determine by the laws of physics where they were just before Joshua's time, my calculations will show only where they were at that time, on the assumption that there has been no interruption, no interference with their motions.

They will tell me nothing about whether there has been such an interruption.

     Now, if I have a checkpoint in the past, I might be able to show a discrepancy. For example, if I had ancient historical records of a solar eclipse in a given year (preferably between 1200 and 700

BC), observed as total at some given point, and my calculations showed that the path of totality for that eclipse in fact passed 10 degrees to the west of that point, then I might conclude that between that observation and the present day something has happened to slow the rotation of the earth by ten degrees, and I might think of the dial of Ahaz and say, "Aha!" (Of course, I might also consider the possibility that the eclipse report was in error.)

However, there do not appear to be any such reports. If anyone knows of any, I am always happy to learn.

MORAL
When you encounter stories that appear to confirm the truth of the Christian faith, and you cannot trace them back to a reliable source, or when there are unanswered questions like "How do we know this?", it is best, in evaluating them, to err on the side of too much skepticism rather than too little.

DISCLAIMER
I have read Hill and Rimmer, but my account of Totten is second-hand, being derived from several sources, including an article by Robert C Newman in the 23 August 1974 issue of the UNITED

EVANGELICAL, a fortnightly published by the Church Center Press in Myerstown, PA 17067 for the Evangelical Congregational Church (which, despite its name, I conjecture to be a Pennsylvania Dutch offshoot of Methodism, possibly arising out of the preaching of Jakob Albrecht or Philip Otterbein -- anyone with better information?). I have seen Totten's book, but not read it.

NOTICE!!! All this does not mean that the stories in Joshua and 2 Kings are false. It just means that the alleged computer proof does not in fact show them to be true. One can dismiss the Totten-Rimmer-Hill proof completely and still be a Bible inerrantist.
The day the sun stood still
http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/joshua.html
December 15, 1996. All emphases theirs
The story occasionally circulates that: 
"NASA scientists were checking the position of the sun, moon, and planets, 100 years from now and 1,000 years from now in order to plot space craft trajectories. As they ran their computers up and down the centuries, their machines came to a grinding halt because they showed a day missing about the time Joshua lived." 

Perhaps the origin of this tale is a story which appeared in 1970 in "The Evening World," a newpaper in Spencer, Indiana, about a consultant to the space program named Harold Hill (deceased) citing that he was told a computer program had found a "missing day." 

This story, often called "The Day the Sun Stood Still," is purely fictional (i.e., an "urban myth"). Computers do not have the ability to make such a discovery, and every effort to contact the scientists allegedly involved has resulted in either failure or denial. 
The July 1989 issue of "Bible-Science Newsletter" carries an excellent article which debunks this farce. 

My sources of information:
1. http://tommy.jsc.nasa.gov/~woodfill/SPACEED/SEHHTML/still.html
2. Newsletter "Reason & Revelation," August 1989, p. 31, published by Apologetics Press. 

I hope this is helpful. 

Michael S. Cole, M.D. 



05/05/98

Dear Sir:

I received an E-mail that had a link to your Website, and it was an article mentioning a "missing" day during the time of Joshua, and how NASA had supposedly found it.

I was a computer repair engineer at NASA Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston, TX, when this story probably came out for the first time around 1969.  At the time, I was a young Christian, but even then, this story did not ring true.  

To make a long story short, you can only measure the length of a string if you can get to both ends of it.  NASA or anyone else can calculate where orbits of stars or planets will be in the future, with reference to where we can measure them to be today, or since whenever we started keeping accurate records.  We have absolutely no reliable measurements of celestial placements from thousands of years ago, hense we can never find "missing" time going backwards.  We have no reference points as to where the other end of the "string" is. 

You have an interesting and hopefully fruitful site.  

Keep up the good work!

Tom LeMay 

tomlemay@juno.com  
Bible Accounts for Missing Day!!
http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/joshua2.html
[On a mainling list this came in...]

From: ... 

Subject:  Bible Accounts for Missing Day!!
This is an e-mail my wife received two years ago.  It concerns a missing day in time discovered and related by Harold Hill, President of Curtis Engine Company in Baltimore Maryland, and a consultant in the space program.  Mr. H. Hill stated that he thought one of the most amazing things God has for us today happened to our astronauts and space scientists at Green Belt, Maryland.  They were trying to determine the position of the sun, moon, and planets 100 and 1000 years from now.  

In order to do this they had to plot the orbits through past centuries.

They ran the computer measurements back and forth over the centuries and suddenly it came to a halt.  The computer signaled that there was something wrong either in the information fed into it or with the results compared with the standards.  They called in the computer service department to check it out and found nothing technically wrong.

The computer still came up with the same discrepancy.... a day was missing in space and elapsed time.  The scientists were dumbfounded.

There was no answer.  

One of the team remembered a reference to the sun standing still in the Bible.  Upon checking, they found in the book of Joshua a pretty "ridiculous" statement for anybody who has "common sense."  According to Scripture, Joshua was concerned because he was surrounded by the enemy and if darkness fell, they would overpower him; so Joshua asked the Lord to make the sun stand still: "So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day." (Joshua 10:13) 
There was the missing day!!!  They checked the computer going back to the time it was written and found it was close, but not close enough. The elapsed time that was missing in Joshua's day was 23 hours and 20 minutes.... not a whole day.  They again read the passage and there it said, "about (approximately) a whole day."  

This did not account for the other missing 40 minutes.  The 40 minutes had to be found because in projecting space orbits, the error would be multiplied over and over.  

Again, the man remembered somewhere in the Bible that it said the sun went backwards.  In II Kings, chapter 20, Hezekiah, on his death bed was visited by the prophet Isaiah who told him that he was not going to die. Hezekiah did not believe him and asked for a sign as proof. 

Isaiah said, "...shall the shadow go forward ten degrees or go back ten degrees?"  Hezekiah replied, "It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees; nay, but let the shadow return backward ten degrees." (II Kings 20:9-10)  Ten degrees is exactly 20 minutes.  

So, to bring the shadow back ten degrees then return the shadow back to its original position through its natural motion is 40 minutes!!  

Twenty-three hours and twenty minutes for Joshua, plus forty minutes in II Kings makes the missing twenty four hours the scientists had to log in their log book as being the missing day in the universe!!



And there are various newsgroup postings on this issue: 

Newsgroups: soc.religion.christian
Message-Id: <3abud7$poa@news1.digex.net>

From: jdale@access3.digex.net (John Dale)

Subject: Re: Sun standing still

Date: 16 Nov 1994 03:30:47 GMT

We were having a discussion about miracles (reading Lewis' book Miracles) and several of us from different parts of the country seem to remember an article coming out supporting the story about Joshua, based on astronomical (?) or geological evidence.  This was several years ago, but does anyone have a specific reference, or is this urban legend.

[If it's the story I'm thinking of, it's an urban legend.  Supposedly somebody did a calculation, and it could only come out correctly if you assume the sun stood still at that time.  I know I've seen details posted.  I hope one of our readers will have them.  --clh]

This was posted in another group shortly after the question appeared here.

ALL of the following, from the from line to the .sig is from Marty's post, except that I edited out the copy of the above letter.

jdale@access.digex.net 
- - -

Newsgroups: alt.religion.christian 
Organization: City University of New York/University Computer Center
From: Marty Helgesen 

Subject: Re: Sun standing still

Date: Fri, 11 Nov 1994 04:53:15 EST

...

It's a legend.  Here is an account of the legend, followed by some commentary:

I received this from a friend:

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here's some interesting stuff that I got off of IVNet (sorry to those who have already seen it). I heard about this years and years ago, but this is the first time I've seen it in recently. It just goes to show what an awesome and totally amazing God we serve!

***Copied from "The Evening Star" Spencer, Indiana on December 6, 1978***

Did you know that the space program is busy proving that what has been called 'myth' in the Bible is true? Mr. Harold Hill, President of the Curtis Engine Company in Baltimore, Maryland and a consultant in the space program, relates the following development:

"I think one of the most amazing things that God has for us today happened recently to our astronauts and space scientists at Green Belt, Maryland. They were checking the position of the sun, moon and planets out in space where they would be 100 years and 1000 years from now. We have to know this so we don't send a satellite up and have it bump into something later on its orbits. We have to lay out the orbits in terms of the life of the satellite, and where the planets will be so the whole thing will now bog down! They ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries and it came to a halt. The computer stopped and put up a red signal, which meant there was something wrong either with the information fed into it or with the results as compared to the standards.  They called in the service department to check it out and they said, "It's perfect."

The head of operations said, "What's wrong?" "Well, we have found there is a day missing in space in elapsed time." They scratched their heads and tore their hair. There was no answer!  One religious fellow on the team said,"You know, one time I was in Sunday School and they talked about the sun standing still." They didn't believe him, but they didn't have any other answer so they said, "Show us."  He got a Bible and went back to the book of Joshua where they found a pretty ridiculous statement for anybody who has common sense. There they found the Lord saying to Joshua, "Fear them not, I have delivered them into thy hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee." Joshua was concerned because he was surrounded by the enemy and if darkness fell they would overpower them. So Joshua asked the Lord to make the sun stand still! That's right ... "The sun stood still and the moon stayed ... and hasted not to go down about a whole day!" The space men said, "There is the missing day!" They checked the computers going back into the time it was written and found it was close but not close enough. The elapsed time that was missing in Joshua's day was 23 hours and 20 minutes - not a whole day." They read the Bible and there it was ... "about (approximately) a day."  These little words in the Bible are important. But they were still in trouble because if you cannot account for 40 minutes you'll still be in trouble 1000 years from now.

Forty minutes had to be found because it can be multiplied many times over in orbits. This religious fellow also remembered somewhere in the Bible where it said the sun went backwards!  The space men told him he was out of his mind. But they got out the Book and read the words in II Kings.

Hezekiah, on his deathbed, was visited by the prophet Isaiah who told him that he was going to die. Hezekiah asked for a sign as proof. Isaiah said, "Do you want the sun to go ahead ten degrees?" Hezekiah said, "It's nothing for the sun to go ahead ten degrees, but let the shadow return backward ten degrees." Isaiah spoke to the Lord and the Lord brought the shadow ten degrees backward! Ten degrees is exactly 40 minutes!

Twenty-three hours and twenty minutes in Joshua plus 40 minutes in II Kings make the missing 24 hours and the space travellers had to log in the logbook as being the missing day in the universe!

*End of article*

Another IVNetter responded with the following:

I enjoyed the story that you posted to the net.  I also came across something that you, and hopefully others on the net, would find interesting.

When the sun moved backwards in the day of Hezekiah, it means that somewhere on the other side of the world where the sun has just risen, the sun would have backed up and then risen again.  Several, thousand years ago, around the estimated time of Hezekiah, the Chinese recorded a day with two dawns.  At the time, the Chinese were meticulous record keepers of astronomy.  However, the scientists tried to accomodate this with the theory that they witnesses a solar eclipse and that they didn't have the means at the time to know the difference.

Now, I don't know about you, but even if I was as thick as a post, I think that I would see a difference between a solar ecliplse and two sunrises.

===================================

That's the story as it was posted.  Here are some comments I wrote, not necessarily in reply to that appearance of the legend:

The story of a NASA computer finding Joshua's long day has come up several times on the net over the years.  Here is something I posted when it came up a while ago in another forum, followed by something James Kiefer posted several years earlier on the origin of the legend:

The mention of the hoax/folk legend of a NASA computer finding Joshua's long day reminded me of an article that appeared in the July 16, 1990 issue of Christianity Today, "Scientists Discover Hell in Siberia: Stalking the Vanishing Hitchhiker and other Christian Fictions," by Rich Buhler.  People had been calling his radio talk show about reports that scientists drilling in Siberia had broken through to an area of extreme heat.  They lowered microphones into the hole--why they did so is not explained--and heard human screams.

Buhler did what his callers did not do and investigated, tracking down the origin of this nonsense.  He mentioned other urban folk legends current among some Christians, such as the Social Security checks that came with a statement that the holder must have an identification number on his right hand and forehead.  The Social Security Administration reportedly explained that the checks were intended for future use and had been sent out by mistake.  He did not mention the NASA computer hoax.

I recommend that anyone with access to a library that carries Christianity Today read this article.  Christians who repeat silly stories like those waste their time and the time of other Christians, and discredit Christianity in the eyes of unbelievers.  It is important that unbelievers come to know Jesus Christ, but if they think that Christians believe nonsense like the Hell Under Siberia story or the NASA and Joshua story they are less likely to listen when people witness to them.

Have NASA computers realy proven Joshua’s “long Day”
https://christiananswers.net/q-aig/aig-a001.html
Although we believe that biblical account of Joshua's Long Day is true, the claim that NASA has proven it is an old urban myth.
Actually, the claim that astronomical calculations proved that a day was “missing” began over a century ago. In the last few decades, the myth has been embellished with NASA computers performing those calculations.

No one who repeats this story has ever provided details of these calculations—how exactly was this missing day discovered? This should automatically make people cautious. How could you detect a missing day unless you had a fixed reference point before this day?

In fact, we would need to cross check between both astronomical and historical records to detect any missing day. And to detect a missing 40 minutes requires that these reference points are known to within an accuracy of a few minutes.

It is certainly true that the timing of solar eclipses observable from a certain location can be known precisely. But the ancient records did not record time that precisely, so the required cross check is simply not possible. Anyway, the earliest historically recorded eclipse occurred in 1217 BC, nearly two centuries after Joshua.

There is so much good evidence for the truth of creation and the Bible that we don’t need to resort to embellishments and urban myths.

Also see:
How can we explain the “long days” of Joshua and Hezekiah?
Other hoaxes that prey upon Christians.
Who was Joshua?
Joshua's "Long Day" and Mesopotamian Celestial Omen Texts

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2005/08/29/Joshuas-Long-Day-and-Mesopotamian-Celestial-Omen-Texts.aspx 

By Bryant G. Wood PhD, August 29, 2005
A story has been circulating on the Internet that calculations done on NASA computers produced evidence for Joshua's long day. This is not a new story. We published evidence in Bible and Spade (Spring-Summer 1975: 82-86) showing that the account has no basis in fact. It is worth repeating the information we published in 1975, plus adding some new research that sheds light on the perplexing passage in Joshua 10:12-15.

Harold Hill and NASA
The tale concerning NASA computers and Joshua's long day originated with Harold Hill, an industrialist from Baltimore who gave lectures on science and the Bible. It was first published in October 1969 in Evening World, a newspaper in Spencer IN. From there it was picked up by numerous Christian publications. In 1974 Hill published the account in his book Living Like a King's Kid. The book is still being sold today, thus keeping the legend alive.
The incident, as recounted in Hill's book, goes like this (pp. 66-69): 

The space scientists were checking the position of the sun, moon, and planets out in space, calculating where they would be 100 and 1,000 years from now. In addition, they were looking into the trajectories of known asteroids and meteors so we wouldn't send astronauts and satellites up only to have them bump into something. Satellite orbits have to be laid out in terms of where the heavenly bodies will be so that the whole thing won't become a head-on traffic collision.

Well, as they ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries, it came to a halt. The computer stopped and put up a red flag, which meant that there was something wrong either with the information fed into the computer or with the results as compared to the standards. They called in the service department to check it out.

"Nothing's wrong with the computer," the technicians said. "It's operating perfectly. What makes you think something's wrong?"

"Well, the computer shows there's a day missing somewhere in elapsed time," the operators said. They rechecked their data and scratched their Educated Idiot Boxes. There was no answer, no logical explanation. They were at a baffled standstill.

Then one religious fellow on the team said, "You know, one time when I was in Sunday school, they talked about the day the sun stood still." He about got laughed out of the room, because nobody believed him, but they didn't have anything else to try, so they invited him to show them what he was talking about. He got a Bible and turned to the Book of Joshua where Joshua was called to battle against all the Kings of the Amorites, kind of a formidable array of enemies. In the account, they found a pretty ridiculous statement for anyone who has an ounce of common sense. They found the Lord saying to Joshua, "Fear them not, for I have delivered them into thine hand. There shall not a man of them stand before thee." The Bible went on to say that the Lord slew Joshua's enemies with a great slaughter, and they began to flee before Israel. And the Lord cast down great stones from heaven, and more of the enemy died from the hailstones than were slain by Joshua's troops. But there were some of the enemy left, and Joshua prayed for the sun and moon to stand still until the Israelites had finished avenging themselves upon their enemies.

"And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, and hasted not to go down about a whole day."

"There," the Christian space man said. "There's your missing day. Go ahead and check it out."

Well, they checked the computers, went all the way back to the time when Joshua defeated the kings, and found the explanation was close, but not close enough. The elapsed time in Joshua's day was only 23 hours and 20 minutes, not a whole day. There was still a discrepancy of 40 minutes to be accounted for.

Consulting the Bible record again, they found that it did not say that the sun had stood still for a whole day, but for "about (approximately) a whole day."

So they were still in trouble. Forty minutes become extremely significant when they are multiplied many times over in orbits. Then the religious fellow remembered somewhere else in the Bible where it said the sun went backward. Naturally, the other space men told him he was out of his mind, but once again, they had no real choice in the matter, so they went back to the Bible and read in 2 Kings, the 20th chapter, how Hezekiah on his deathbed was visited by the prophet Isaiah, who told him that he was not going to die, but that God would heal him so he would be well enough to go to the temple in three days. Furthermore, God promised to give him 15 more years of life on earth. That was such good news that Hezekiah couldn't believe it! He asked for a sign as proof that God's word was true.

"Do you want the sun to go ahead ten degrees?" Isaiah asked him.

"No," Hezekiah said. "It's too easy for the sun to, go ahead ten degrees. It does that all the time. It goes ahead every day. But how about letting the shadow return backward ten degrees? That'll be a new thing, and then I can believe."

And so Isaiah spoke to the Lord, and the Lord brought the shadow ten degrees backward. Ten degrees is exactly 40 minutes!

Twenty-three hours and 20 minutes accounted for in Joshua's day, plus 40 minutes accounted for in Hezekiah's day--there was the whole 24 hours, the missing day that the space scientists had to make allowance for in the logbook. 


NASA's Response
It is an intriguing tale, but is it true? We contacted NASA to see if they could substantiate the account. In May 1970 we received the following form letter from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt MD 20771: 
We know nothing of Mr. Harold Hill and in no way can corroborate the "lost day" reference in the article.
The effects of epoch events such as leap year, Babylonian calendar sequential perturbations, etc., are considered in the development of long-term-running computer programs. We are limited somewhat in that many of our calculations terminate with Babylonian calendar events (4,000 years ago), but this has never given programmers any unexpected difficulties.
Although we make use of planetary positions as necessary in the determination of spacecraft orbits on our computers, I have not found that any "astronauts and space scientists at Greenbelt" were involved in the "lost day" story attributed to Mr. Hill.
Thank you for your interest.

                                        Sincerely, 

                                        (Signed) 

                                        Edward Mason, Chief Office of Public Affairs 

"I Lost the Evidence"
In addition, we wrote to Mr. Hill in May 1970. He replied with a form letter that said: 

Since this incident took place about two years ago I have misplaced the source information and so am unable to give you names and places but will send it to you when I locate it. In the meantime I can only tell you that had I not considered the source to be completely reliable I would not have made use of it in the first place. 

Of course, Mr. Hill never sent the "source information." He died in 1987. In his book, Hill admitted that he had no documentation for the story: "And my inability to furnish documentation of the 'Missing Day' incident in no way detracts from its authenticity" (71). But without documentation how can the incident have authenticity? Apparently no one else in the world but Harold Hill knows about the events described in his account!

For 22 years Hill was president of the Curtis Engine and Equipment Company in Baltimore. The company has the following disclaimer posted on its website:

Curtis Engine & Equipment, Inc., does not substantiate or continue Harold's personal research. Unfortunately, we have no information concerning the "Missing Day" nor do we have any connections at NASA who would be able to corroborate Harold's claims. 
Joshua, Omens and the Amorites
A much more plausible explanation for the so-called "missing day" has been offered by John Walton, professor of Old Testament at Wheaton College. Traditionally, Joshua's request for the sun to stand still (Jos 10:12) has been understood as a request to God for additional daylight so that Israel would have more time to annihilate the Amorites. Walton points out, however, that at the time the request was made the sun was over Gibeon and the moon was over Aijalon to the west (Jos 10:12). With the moon in the west, the sun must have been in the east, making it morning. Since it was morning, there would have been no need for extended daylight (1994: 182).
To understand what Joshua was asking for (actually commanding, cf. Jos 10:12), Walton appeals to the celestial omen texts from Mesopotamia. The first day of the full moon, which took place in the middle of the month, was defined as occurring when the sun and moon were both fully visible for a few minutes on opposite horizons in the morning. If the first day of the new moon fell on the 14th day of the month, this was considered a good omen. Conversely, if the first day of the new moon fell on either the 13th or 15th day of the month, that was considered a bad omen.
The terminology of Joshua 10:12-13, of the sun and moon "standing" or "waiting," is the same as used in Mesopotamian celestial omen texts. This, plus the fact that Joshua focuses on both the sun and moon, prompts Walton to interpret the passage in light of the omen texts. Great significance was attached to such omens in the ancient Near East and undoubtedly the Amorites would have wanted to fight the Israelites on the first day of the new moon on the 14th day of the month.
Walton suggests that the Israelites confronted the Amorites on the 15th day of the month. If the sun and moon were both visible on the morning horizons on the 14th day of the month (a good omen) then on the 15th day the sun would be above the horizon when the moon was just on the horizon. Joshua was, in effect, requesting a bad omen for the Amorites--not because Joshua believed in omens, but for the psychological affect it would have on the Amorites. He commanded the sun to "stand" or "wait," so that it would be visible on the horizon at the same time the moon reached the horizon, thus resulting in a bad omen in the eyes of the Amorites.
The statement at the end of verse 13 is what has prompted the interpretation of an extended day: The NIV, for example, translates the passage: "The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day." Walton, however, translates the passage as, "The sun stood in the midst of the sky and did not hurry to go as on a day of full length" (1994:187). He explains that "the midst of the sky" does not necessarily mean that the sun was high in the sky at midday. The sky was viewed as having various segments, one major segment being below the horizon, others being above the horizon, and so on. The Hebrew wording can mean that the sun was positioned in the eastern half of the sky. When the full moon comes on the 14th, and the month has the proper number of days, then each of the days of the month is a "full-length" day, according to ancient Near Eastern thought. That constitutes a good omen. This was not the case with the events of Joshua 10; the sun and moon did not act as they would on a "full-length" day.
Walton has provided a good example of how we can combine knowledge of ancient near eastern terminology, ancient near eastern beliefs and the Hebrew language, to reach a clearer understanding of a difficult Biblical passage. 
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