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Things you won’t see at a Catholic wedding
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/things-you-wont-see-at-a-catholic-wedding/
By Fr. Larry Rice CSP
There are few events in life that are as steeped in tradition as a wedding. And the traditions surrounding weddings come to us through our families, our friends, our culture, and our religious traditions. But every religious tradition handles weddings differently, and some of the things that people expect to see and hear are often not part of the Catholic way of celebrating weddings.

For example, in some traditions, at the conclusion of the procession into the Church, the presiding minister may ask, “Who gives this woman to be married?” And the father of the bride will be expected to respond that he, or he and his wife, do. At Catholic weddings, it’s presumed that the bride—and the groom for that matter—give themselves to each other.

If you’ve ever seen a wedding on a television series, you’re probably familiar with the dramatic possibilities that arise when the minister asks, “If anyone knows any reason why these two should not be wed, let him speak now, or forever hold his peace.” Well, we Catholics don’t do that. In many places, notices of up-coming weddings are published, allowing anyone with objections to come forward before we get to the altar.

Another touching moment in most TV weddings is the phrase, “With this ring, I thee wed.” For us Catholics, the moment of the marriage is the exchange of consent, and the speaking of the vows. The ring is a symbol of the union that has already taken place. We bless wedding rings, and they are exchanged with the phrase, “Take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Another thing we don’t say at Catholic weddings is “I now pronounce you man and wife.” We believe that the couple becomes husband and wife not because the minister declares them to be such, but because they have given their consent and made their vows to each other. The function of the priest or deacon is to preside and witness these vows, not to make the marriage happen.

Through all of the ceremony, the emphasis is on what the bride and groom do, and not on anyone else. This celebration of love and unity mirrors the love of God for his people. Ideally, it inspires all of us to be more loving, more committed people.

Planning a Catholic wedding
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/planning-catholic-wedding/
Nowadays many engaged couples handle a lot of their own wedding planning. When at least one of the individuals is Catholic this can include making arrangements to be married in a Catholic church. This is a significant decision. It means more than just choosing an appropriate and picturesque setting for the ceremony and the photos!
You’re trying to make your wedding a meaningful and memorable experience and, most of all, to express in a clear and beautiful way the hopes you have for your married life. How can you achieve these goals in the celebration of your wedding? Here are three general suggestions. You can find even more specific ideas on other parts of this website.
Take time to prepare and plan
Catholic dioceses in the United States have policies that require a preparation period of six months to one year for couples who want to be married in the Church. The preparation includes a contact with the parish in which they want to have their wedding. It’s a good idea to get your date on the parish calendar as soon as possible. It’s also important to talk with the parish priest or deacon or pastoral minister about what the parish allows and expects in a celebration. It is also possible that the parish can offer specific help and resources, such as a person to help you plan and coordinate the event.

Beginning early to work with the parish makes practical good sense and it also helps you to develop a relationship with a community that shares your faith and wants to support you in the sacrament you are about receive and live. Quite likely you will be given some material about the Catholic wedding liturgy and encouraged to read and ask questions. Take the time to do this. It will enhance your preparation and help you to focus on the meaning of the commitment you are about to make.
Three forms of the Rite of Marriage
The Catholic Church provides three different forms of celebrating the Rite of Marriage. When two Catholics are marrying, the celebration will normally take place within a Mass. The second form, which does not include a Mass, is used when a Catholic marries another baptized Christian. There is a third form, which also does not include a Mass, for a Catholic marrying someone who is a non-Christian. You should choose one of these forms in conversation with the priest or deacon who will witness your marriage vows. Watch the video to learn more about the Rite of Marriage.

Take advantage of options
Within each of the three forms of the Rite there are additional choices. For example, you can select biblical readings, blessings, and prayers from the approved texts. You can also choose friends or family members for different roles in the ceremony, such as readers and those who assist with the Eucharistic gifts and the distribution of Holy Communion. Making these choices with your future spouse and with the priest or deacon can help you to learn more about the Catholic understanding of marriage and to become more deeply involved in your celebration of it.

Take notice of the ritual
A very good way to know what the Catholic Church believes is to participate in its worship. This is especially true in the case of marriage. The Catholic wedding rite, whether it is celebrated within a Mass or not, is a powerful teaching tool. This is experienced in many ways, for example:

(in the active role taken by the couple who, in the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, are the “ministers” of the sacrament;

(in the fact that the wedding takes place in a church, signifying it is a sacred action;

(in the scriptural readings which speak of God’s plan for marriage and his presence to the couple;

(in the music which lifts our thoughts and feelings in a prayerful, joyful way;

(in the homily given by the priest or deacon addressing the couple and their guests about the meaning of marriage as well as its joys and challenges;

(in the vows and exchange of rings in which the couple express their freely-given consent, promising to create a loving and lifelong union of permanence, fidelity, and openness to children;

(in the various prayers and blessings through which the Church solemnizes and supports the journey on which the couple is embarking.

Thoughtful, prayerful planning and participation in your Catholic wedding ceremony is a decision that will bring many blessings to your married life long after you’ve forgotten all the other decisions you made about flowers, photos, and favors on the tables!

For Further Reading: 
(The Catholic Wedding Book: A Complete Guidebook by Molly K. Hans and Fr. William C. Graham

Order of a Catholic wedding Mass
http://www.catholicweddinghelp.com/topics/order-wedding-with-mass.htm
Order of a Catholic wedding Mass
Here is the typical sequence of a Catholic wedding within Mass. You'll find some notes for using this chart, as well as alternate forms of the Order of Celebrating Matrimony (e.g., without Mass), at the bottom of the page.

Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass

	 
	Introductory Rites

	Stand
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For more about the entrance procession, see "The wedding procession."
	Entrance Rite

The assembly stands. The assembly stands. The entrance song is sung while the priest, ministers (e.g., lectors, altar servers), and the wedding party take their places in the sanctuary (near the altar). The Order for Celebrating Matrimony offers two forms for this. In the First Form (#45-47) the priest and servers in vestments proper to the liturgy greet the bridal party at the door of the Church then all enter in procession as is customary for a Mass (the ministers go first, followed by the priest, then the bride and bridegroom, possibly proceeded by their parents and the two witnesses). 
In the Second Form (#48-50) the priest and servers go to the place in the sanctuary prepared for the couple or to his chair, ready to greet the couple when they arrive at their place. In both forms, the priest leads the assembly in the sign of the cross after the entrance song is finished.

	 
	Greeting

The priest greets the assembly, and the people respond.
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	Gloria

The Gloria is sung, preferably by the whole assembly. (The Gloria is the hymn that begins, "Glory to God in the highest...") Note that the Penitential Act is omitted (see statement from the USCCB Committee on Divine Worship)

	View the text of the four options for the Opening Prayer.
	Opening Prayer

The priest invites the assembly to pray, then offers one of several possible prayers for the bride and groom. At the conclusion of the prayer, the assembly is seated for the Liturgy of the Word.

	 
	Liturgy of the Word

	Sit

To view reading options, see "Options for the First Reading."
	First Reading

The first reading (from the Old Testament) is proclaimed by the lector. At the conclusion of the reading, the lector says, "The Word of the Lord," and the assembly responds, "Thanks be to God."
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To view reading options, see "Options for the Responsorial Psalm."
	Responsorial Psalm

The cantor or choir sings a psalm, and the assembly sings the response.

	To view reading options, see "Options for the Second Reading."
	Second Reading

The second reading (from a book of the New Testament other than the Gospel) is proclaimed by the lector. At the conclusion of the reading, the lector says, "The Word of the Lord," and the assembly responds, "Thanks be to God."

	Stand
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To view options for the Gospel Acclamation, see "Alleluia Verse and Verse Before the Gospel."
	Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands. A cantor leads the assembly in singing the Gospel Acclamation, usually the Alleluia (except during Lent, when another acclamation is used).

	To view reading options, see "Options for the Gospel Reading."
	Gospel

The priest (or deacon) proclaims the Gospel. At the conclusion, he says, "The Gospel of the Lord," and the assembly responds, "Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ." The assembly sits.

	Sit
	Homily

The priest (or deacon) offers a homily drawn from the Scripture readings. According to The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, the presider "uses the sacred text to expound the mystery of Christian Marriage, the dignity of conjugal love, the grace of the Sacrament and the responsibilities of married people, keeping in mind, however, the circumstances of this particular marriage" (#91).

	 
	The Celebration of Matrimony

Follow this link for the complete text of The Order of the Celebration of Matrimony.

	Stand

View the text of the address and statement of intent.
	Address and Statement of Intentions

All stand, including the bride and groom and witnesses. The priest asks the couple questions to state their intentions about their freedom of choice, fidelity to each other, and the acceptance and upbringing of children (unless the couple are beyond the child-bearing years). The bride and groom respond to each question separately "I have" or "I am."

	View the text of the consent and exchange of vows.

For more information on the vows, see "Catholic Wedding Vows" and "Can we write our own vows?"
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	Exchange of Consent

The presider invites the couple to declare their consent to be married, which they do by stating their marriage vows. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony offers several different options for the vows. The presider affirms the reception of the consent then leads the assembly in an acclamation which may be sung.

	View the text of the blessing and giving of rings.
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	Blessing and Giving of Rings

The presider blesses the wedding rings through prayer and the sprinkling of holy water. The husband places his wife's ring on her finger, and the wife places her husband's ring on his finger. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony provides options for the blessing of the rings as well as the exchange of arras (coins) according to local custom. While not specified in the ritual text, local custom may include the exchange of a kiss.

	 
	Profession of Faith

If the wedding occurs on a Sunday or a solemnity, the assembly recites the Creed ("I believe in one God. . .").

	For more information, see "The Universal Prayer (general intercessions) at a Catholic wedding."
	The Universal Prayer

The Universal Prayer, sometimes referred to as the Prayer of the Faithful or General Intercessions, is read by a lector, cantor, or another designated person. The reader usually offers each intercession ("For ..., we pray to the Lord.") and the assembly responds with an appropriate response, such as, "Lord, hear our prayer." The Creed may also be said, especially if celebrated within a Sunday liturgy

	 
	Liturgy of the Eucharist

	Sit
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View the text of the three options for the Prayer Over the Gifts.

stand
	Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts

The assembly sits and sings the Offertory Song while the altar is prepared and the gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar. According to The Order of Celebrating Matrimony the bride and groom may bring these gifts forward. When the priest says, "Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father," the assembly stands.
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	Eucharistic Prayer

The priest prays the Eucharistic prayer (parts of which he may sing). The Roman Missal provides four options for this prayer. During the Eucharistic prayer, the assembly offers three acclamations, which are usually sung:
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Kneel

(after singing the Sanctus)
	Sanctus ("Holy, Holy")
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	Memorial Acclamation

	 Stand
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	Great Amen

	 
	Communion Rite
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	The Lord's Prayer

The assembly prays or sings together the Lord's Prayer (the Our Father).

	View the text of options for the Nuptial Blessing.
	Nuptial Blessing

The couple kneels at their place or approaches the altar where the priest faces them. The priest invites all present to join in silent prayer for the couple then extends his hands over the bride and groom and offers the blessing. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony provides options for the nuptial blessing, including beginning with the blessing and placing of the lazo (veil) if customary.

	 
	Sign of Peace

The presider invites the assembly to offer one another a sign of peace. The newly married couple and people in the assembly exchange a sign of peace (a handshake or kiss, usually accompanied by the words, "Peace be with you") with those immediately around them.
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Kneel

(after singing the "Lamb of God")
	Lamb of God

The priest breaks the host (Eucharistic bread) while the assembly sings the "Lamb of God." The assembly usually kneels when the song concludes.
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For information about who may receive communion, see "Can someone who is not Catholic receive communion?"
	Communion

The priest (often with the help of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion) distributes the Body and Blood of Christ to Catholics in the assembly, beginning with the newly married couple. An appropriate song is usually sung as the assembly proceeds to the altar for communion.

	 
	Concluding Rite

	 Stand
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View the text of the four options for the Blessing.
	Blessing

The presider prays a solemn blessing over the married couple and the whole assembly. All participate in the blessing by repeatedly responding, "Amen." This blessing may be sung. The ritual text indicates the witnesses may sign the marriage license in front of the assembly, though never with the license on the altar.

	 
	Dismissal

As with any Mass, the presider dismisses the assembly with an exchange like "Go in peace to glorify the Lord with your life" to which all gathered respond "Thanks be to God."
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	Recessional

A recessional, or closing procession, is a natural way to conclude the ceremony. Though it is not specified in The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, the couple, the bridal party, the ministers, and the presider process out of the church, usually accompanied by a festive song or instrumental music. Music suggestions for the wedding procession offer suitable options. Depending on local custom, the priest may invite the couple to exchange a kiss before leaving the sanctuary.


Explanatory notes

· In the right-hand column, the different parts of the Catholic wedding Mass are presented in the order in which they occur, along with a brief explanation (set in italics) of each part.

· In the left-hand column, you'll find indications of when to sit, stand, or kneel, along with links to more detailed information about that particular part of the liturgy. A musical note [image: image17.png]


 indicates that music usually accompanies a particular part. A gray musical note [image: image18.png]


  indicates that music may accompany a particular part of the liturgy, although it is not specifically indicated in the Rite of Marriage (check with your parish music minister).

· For a more detailed presentation of the Order of Mass (including the text of the prayers and responses), see the link at the end of this page.

· The order presented here is for the United States. The order differs slightly in other countries and regions, depending on adaptations made by local bishops' conferences.

For more information

Order of a Catholic wedding ceremony outside Mass
A step-by-step walk through the complete order of a Catholic wedding outside of Mass.

Order of a wedding between a Catholic and an unbaptized person
A step-by-step walk through the complete order of a wedding between a Catholic and someone who has not been baptized as a Christian.

Note: Due to modifications being carried out on the web site, some links given below will not open.

The concerned files may be accessed by Googling the respective titles (in blue colour).
THE WEDDING RING 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_WEDDING_RING.doc
ARCANUM DIVINAE-ON CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE LEO XIII FEBRUARY 10, 1880 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCANUM_DIVINAE.doc
CASTI CONNUBII ON CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE PIUS XI DECEMBER 31, 1930
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CASTI_CONNUBII.doc
MARRIAGE AND HOMOSEXUAL UNIONS DOCTRINAL NOTE CARDINAL CAFFARRA FEBRUARY 14, 2010
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARRIAGE_AND_HOMOSEXUAL_UNIONS_DOCTRINAL_NOTE.doc 

MATRIMONIA MIXTA-ON MIXED MARRIAGES PAUL VI OCTOBER 1, 1970
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MATRIMONIA_MIXTA-ON_MIXED_MARRIAGES.doc
A HOLY MASS FREE FROM LITURGICAL ABUSES (WEDDING)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_HOLY_MASS_FREE_FROM_LITURGICAL_ABUSES.doc
ATTENDING A NON-CATHOLIC WEDDING 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ATTENDING_A_NON-CATHOLIC_WEDDING.doc
BRIDES DRESS ETIQUETTE FOR A CATHOLIC WEDDING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BRIDES_DRESS_ETIQUETTE_FOR_A_CATHOLIC_WEDDING.doc
ENDURING CATHOLIC WEDDING PRACTICES THAT MODERNITY COULD NOT CHANGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ENDURING_CATHOLIC_WEDDING_PRACTICES_THAT_MODERNITY_COULD_NOT_CHANGE.doc
WHEN NOT TO ATTEND A CATHOLIC WEDDING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHEN_NOT_TO_ATTEND_A_CATHOLIC_WEDDING.doc
