[image: image1.jpg]A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement

+ queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.
MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennai 600 028, INDIA
FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phane : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs

||IT||i || METAMORPHOSE

inet website : wiww.cphesians-511.net



 NOVEMBER 13, 2017
The “centre verse of the Bible” controversy
Psalm 118:8 - I will keep thy justifications: O! do not thou utterly forsake me. –Latin Vulgate

Psalm 118:8 - the centre of the Bible?
http://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/65-apologetics-for-the-masses-issue-55
Have you ever seen the e-mail that gets passed around about the chapters in the Bible? It says something about Psalms 118 being the center of the bible and there are 594 chapters before and after Psalms 118 and 594+594=1188 and the very center verse in the bible is Psalms 118:8. It all sounds pretty neat until you bring the Catholic Bible into play and this little numbers game does not work. Does this even deserve a response and if so, what would it be? -Steve C.
I have seen it…didn’t bother to check out whether or not it was accurate in terms of the number of chapters before and after, etc. Didn’t bother because it doesn’t matter. I did respond to the gentleman who sent me the email, he was Catholic, and informed him that the Bible actually has 73 books in it and also that the chapters and verses are not in the original, but that they are arbitrary human inventions. A Catholic bishop added the chapters in the 12th or 13th century, I think. 
And then a publisher, I think he was Catholic but not absolutely sure on that, added the verse numbering two-three hundred years or so after that. In other words, the chapter and verse divisions are not actually part of the inspired Scripture…they are human inventions. 

Now, if someone says, “Well, God worked through those folks to make it so.” Maybe, but then you have to believe in inspiration from God 1000 years plus after the death of the last Apostle. Plus, you have to believe that God inspired a Catholic bishop to make the chapter divisions as they are, because there was no such thing as a Protestant at the time. And, if there was no such thing as a Protestant at the time, there was no such thing as a Protestant Bible. So, the first time it would have been possible for anyone to even notice this “fact,” would have been in the 16th century, after Martin Luther threw out seven books of the Bible…in other words, Psalm 118 could not have been the middle of the Bible, until the Protestant Bible came along some 1500 years after the death of Christ.

In other words, all the stuff in that email may be true of the Protestant bible, but it is not true of the bible that the early Christians used and that the vast majority of Christians have used for the last 2000 years.
The Scripture Verse at the Center of the Bible
https://catholicexchange.com/the-scripture-verse-at-the-center-of-the-bible
November 23, 2004

What is the verse at the center of the translation of the Bible that Catholics use? How many verses are before and after it? -Rachel Gentzsch
Scripture scholar John E. Steinmueller addresses the division of Scripture into chapters in Volume 1 of his three-volume work, A Companion to Scripture Studies.

It seems that St. Jerome was the first to divide the Bible into chapters and verses, when he prepared his Latin Vulgate. As we know it today, Steinmueller notes that the chapter division in the Bible is attributed to a man by the name of Stephen Langton around the year 1214. The division of verses as we know it today in the Old Testament is attributed to Sanctes Pagninus around 1528 and in the New Testament to a man by the name of Robert Stephanus around 1555. For more information on these men, go to New Advent, which has an online version of the Catholic Encyclopedia.

The upshot is that division of the Bible into chapters is not divinely inspired revelation. In fact, there are two numberings of chapters in the Book of Psalms. Some versions divide into two psalms (as Psalm 10 and 11) the same text that other versions have as Psalm 10. Those that do not divide Psalm 10 divide their Psalm 146. Thus, both versions have the same number of chapters, but counting chapters either forward or backward will arrive at different psalm texts. So even Protestants don’t agree on which chapter is the center chapter of the Bible. It appears rash to let such an exercise influence one’s understanding of God’s revelation through His Word.

However, the full canon of Scripture would have a center chapter in a different place (not Psalm 117 or 118, as the Protestants argue). The NAB from the Bishop’s website has 1318 chapters, counting each of the chapter-less books as a chapter. An even number of chapters does not produce a center chapter, but two center chapters: 120 and 121.
If we were to count the number of verses in the Bible (which I am not willing to do at this point) and find a middle verse or middle two verses, the chapter thereof could loosely be called the middle chapter. (For Protestants that is apparently 118.)

A more thorough discussion of this exercise can be found here. The bottom line is that because chapters are a man-made convention imposed on the Scriptures and that the numbering can vary among versions, and given the various methods for reckoning a center of the Bible, attributing import to passages thought to be at the center of the Bible is not recommended.

Please feel free to call us at 1-800-MY FAITH (693-2484) or email us with any further questions on this or any other subject. If you have found this service to be helpful, please consider a donation to CUF to help sustain this service. You can call the toll-free line, visit us at www.cuf.org, or send your contribution to the address below. Thank you for your support as we endeavor to “support, defend, and advance the efforts of the teaching Church.” -Amy Barragree
faithquestions@catholicexchange.com. 
The Center of the Bible Powerpoint Presentation
www.guyanaca.com/the%20_centre_%20of_the_%20bible.pps 
Even non-Catholics deny that Psalm 118:8 is at the centre of the Protestant Bible (according to their calculation, there is NO centre verse):

http://www.prayerfoundation.org/not_center_verse_of_bible_118_8.htm 
The actual chapter count totals are:

Genesis
           50
 

Exodus
           40
 

Leviticus
27
 

Numbers
36
 

Deuteronomy
34
 

Joshua
            24
 

Judges
            21
 

Ruth
             4
 

1 Samuel
31
 

2 Samuel
24
 

1 Kings
           22
 

2 Kings
           25
 

1 Chronicles
29
 

2 Chronicles
36
 

Ezra
           10
 

Nehemiah         13
 

Esther
            10
 

Job
            42
 

Psalms 1-117   117                   
      

Total: 595 Chapters                      

Psalms 119-150
 32


Proverbs
 31
 

Ecclesiates
 12
 

Song of Songs
  8
 

Isaiah
            66
 

Jeremiah
 52
 

Lamentations       5
 

Ezekiel
            48
 

Daniel
            12
 

Hosea
            14
 

Joel
             3
 

Amos
             9
 

Obadiah             1
 

Jonah
             4
 

Micah
             7
 

Nahum    
  3
 

Habakkuk
  3
 

Zephaniah
  3
 

Haggai
             2
 

Zechariah
14
 

Malachi
             4
 

Matthew
28

Mark
           16
 

Luke
           24
 

John
           21
 

Acts
           28
 

Romans
           16
 

1 Corinthians    16
 

2 Corinthians    13
 

Galatians
 6
 

Ephesians
 6
 

Philippians
 4
 

Colossians
 4
 

1 Thessalonians
 5
 

2 Thessalonians
 3
 

1 Timothy
 6
 

2 Timothy
 4
 

Titus
             3
 

Philemon
  1
 

Hebrews
13
 

James
             5
 

1 Peter
             5
 

2 Peter
             3
 

1 John
             5
 

2 John
             1
 

3 John
             1
 

Jude
             1
 

Revelation
22
 

Total: 593 Chapters
As you can see, Psalm 118 is therefore not the center chapter of the Bible.  There are 594 chapters up to (and including) Psalm 116, and 594 Chapters from 118 on (including Psalm 118).
This makes Psalm 117, (not Psalm 118) the center chapter of the Bible.
Psalm 117 is the shortest Psalm.  It has only two verses, and therefore no "center" verse.         

The King James Bible has 31,174 verses — an even number — so there is no one "center" verse.
But what about the Bible in other Language translations?  
What about the Hebrew Old Testament, the Septuagint, The Vulgate, the Coverdale Bible? 
What about the "original autographs" --- the original Greek and Hebrew manuscripts?

The Hebrew text of the Old Testament, as well as the Greek New Testament, originally had NO Verse or Chapter Divisions (these were added to the Bible between 1205 A.D. and 1565 A.D. --- over 1,000 years after the time of Christ), so it's really a moot point.

The present chapter divisions in our Bibles were invented in 1205 by Stephen Langton, a professor in Paris (he later became Archbishop of Canterbury), who put these into a Vulgate edition of the Bible. These chapter divisions were first used by the Jews in 1330 for the Hebrew Old Testament in a manuscript and for a printed edition in 1516.  This system of chapter divisions likewise came into the Greek manuscripts of the New Testament in the 1400s.

It was Robert Stephanus, a Parisian book printer, whose versification of the Bible has prevailed to the present.  He took over the verse divisions already indicated in the Hebrew Bible by the soph pasuq and assigned numbers to them within the chapter divisions already assigned by Stephan Langton.  While riding on horseback from Paris to Lyons he affixed his own verse divisions to the New Testament and numbered them within Langton's chapter divisions.

But through Stephanus the versification of the Old Testament found its way into the Hebrew Bible printed first in 1571.  Then Theodor Beza's use of Stephanus' verse and chapter divisions in his edition of the textus receptus of the New Testament (1565) assured them the permanence that they enjoy in our Bibles today.

