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MICHAEL PRABHU NOVEMBER 2, 2021
‘The Catholic Church’s View of Ecology Starts and Ends with Creation’
Father Paul Haffner says the Catholic Church shouldn’t be too hasty to accept the climate change worldview currently being promoted by the U.N. and others.

https://www.ncregister.com/interview/the-catholic-church-s-view-of-ecology-starts-and-ends-with-creation
Edward Pentin, Rome, November 2, 2021
Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin will be the last head of government to address the U..N.’s 26th climate change conference in Glasgow (COP26) Tuesday afternoon. 
The cardinal gave a clue about what he will say, telling Vatican News Oct. 30 that he hopes COP26 will “reaffirm the centrality of multilateralism and of action” and that “integral ecology”— treating peace, justice and the preservation of justice as interconnected themes — will be taken into consideration. 

He did not mention the Church’s long-held Christological approach to the environment but rather echoed other world leaders in stressing the urgency for action, and repeated Pope Francis’ frequent appeals to combat a “throwaway society” by means of “eco-sustainability.” 

Many of these views are almost identical to the U.N.’s own goals for the meeting and noticeably omitted are words articulating the Catholic Church’s perspective on the climate and the Earth’s future. 
Father Paul Haffner, author of Towards a Theology of the Environment (Gracewing), takes an approach not so much focusing on socio-political solutions but rather on key principles and values that underpin the Church’s prophetic witness. “We don’t want any bandwagon,” he says. “We also want to inspire these people, not be led by them, but to lead them.”

Father Haffner, a lecturer in systematic theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, spoke recently to the Register’s Rome correspondent, Edward Pentin.  

 

Father Haffner, the Holy See seems to only emphasize one viewpoint about climate change, namely the scientific one held by the U.N. with minor variations. Why do you think it doesn’t often convey the full breadth of Church teaching on this issue? 
Before you get into the practical details of climate change, you have to have a Christian viewpoint on ecology which starts with creation, the fall, redemption and the new Creation. Creation you need because the cosmos didn’t come into being by itself. God created it. You need the Incarnation and redemption because Christ assumed human nature and redeemed us. A new creation will be given to us because this one is passing and temporary. Therefore you can’t give the universe a God-like quality and then something goes a bit pear-shaped like climate change, you can’t get so upset. 

So the U.N. view, we know, is arrived at by a rather fragile consensus, whereas our Christian view, Eastern and Western, is arrived at by Revelation. So it’s two different pictures. Climate change is something not all scientists are agreed upon anyway. There are people, for example, who would say climate change always occurred because the climate is never exactly the same, but for the Church to buy into a particular vision of climate change, embraced by the U.N. and several world governments worldwide, is a bit dangerous. Like the Galileo affair — you buy into one position and then the science can wrong-foot you. So we should steer very, very attentively in such troubled waters. 

It’s threatening to be a sort of Galileo in reverse?
Exactly. I would say we need to very clear of one position: We should be stating principles, perhaps not in a moralistic way, but we would be affirming, “This is a Catholic Christian view of creation which we want to propose to you and from there you have to work out the answers by discussion, scientific research, economic considerations, political bargaining etc.” The Church doesn’t get into that so much.

Action is based on being, therefore the ethical aspect is based on a theology of creation and redemption as applied to creation. So it’s not as if, as Gaudium et Spes puts it, the Church has ready answers to every question (33.2). So it shouldn’t have an easy answer on this point. And the reason is not because we’re frightened of being wrong-footed. We also don’t want to force people. It seems totally crazy to specify too many details — that we should accept “climate change the dogma.” It might seem to be right but it’s not on the level of a dogmatic declaration. 
 

Do you think it has become a dogma with the help of the Church?
Unfortunately [yes], because you see there is [Karl] Popper’s principle of falsification in science [Popper’s principle suggests that for a theory to be considered scientific it must be able to be tested and conceivably proven false].

I’m not a believer in Popper myself, but with this principle you need a series of successive verifications of theory, but even then, you can’t dogmatize the theory in science. Science is always evolving. Climate science is not an exact science; it’s very approximate because you can’t measure it so easily. 

Some proponents of the U.N.'s view speak of a climate religion, that it has taken on religious characteristics, becoming almost an article of faith. Does this worldview not make human beings an enemy of creation?
It’s a new age religion, basically cosmo-centricism whereby the cosmos is placed at the center, the human being is a nuisance, and you want to push him or her aside. Therefore abortion, euthanasia, and depopulation of course, are all a part of this wicked agenda, which obviously wants the person put in second and third place and the exaltation of animals, putting them on the same level of human beings. The biblical and traditional teaching is that men and women are at the apex of the created world. Hierarchy in creation exists and this is forgotten because what is being promoted is basically ecologism, as we call it — a socialistic or communistic ideology which wants to level everything out and forget there is a hierarchy in which the human person is the apex, under God, under Christ, with dominion over creation.

 

Why do you think the Vatican does not appear to be reinforcing much or any of this? Why is it not getting out into the climate control arena?
I have no inside information, but it looks like to me there are pressure groups leaning on the Vatican as there always have been and persuading them to accept a worldview which is the accepted view — an unquestioned world view that is totally contrary to the faith which we believe cherish, uphold and defend. 

 

And yet we're taught to safeguard creation so it’s right we should try to combat climate change if it exists?
The Church cannot dictate how we should do that in minute detail. She says we should look after creation as “priests” and stewards and leaves it to our initiative. We don’t give too many details and that’s the genius of the Eastern tradition. Then we won’t get caught by these socialist, communist pressure groups and ideologies. We remember also that we look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. This creation will not last forever. We have no permanent home in this current world, so to try and deify or permanentize this world as if it’s something we’ve got to preserve forever, is effectively adoring it. We’re adoring a false God. We adore the Lord in his Christ, so we try to look after the house in which we live, realising this house will not last forever. 

 

Would you argue that the Holy See is fertile ground for such an ideology, as the Vatican has, as some argue, been too focused on the temporal for the past 50 years?
Yes, it has been going on a long time. It’s a very easy temptation. I mean the Israelites in the Old Testament very easily abandoned the faith and worshiped the golden calf. So it’s a constant temptation and unless you have not so much discipline but rather eyes on the Lord then in prayer, without fussing too much about systems or spiritualities, then you have that danger. When you’re more interested in your power, glory and money and approval by the world then things start to go wrong. 

I don’t make any judgment about individual priests and bishops but it’s a constant temptation to conform yourself to what everyone is saying in the world about climate change, global warming — all these buzzwords. But a lot of the people who talk about it haven’t studied the science behind it. The science behind it is not exact science, so we should be very sparing about what bandwagon we should jump on. The only one all Christians want to jump on is the bandwagon of the Gospel and Gospel values and leave all the rest, whether they’re from the UN or NGOs or local government or regional government, nations, the European Union — we don’t want any other bandwagon. We also want to inspire these people, not be led by them, but to lead them. That’s the bottom line. 
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CDL. OSWALD GRACIAS’ LGBTQ CHAMPION AND ECO-WARRIOR FR. SUREN ABREU 28 OCTOBER 2021 12 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_LGBTQ_CHAMPION_AND_ECO-WARRIOR_FR_SUREN_ABREU.doc

IV. LAUDATO SI’-RELATED FILES   

LAUDATO SI'-ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME FRANCIS 24 MAY 2015 37 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LAUDATO_SI'.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 12-CATHOLIC CRITICISM OF ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 4 SEPTEMBER 2015 38 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_12-CATHOLIC_CRITICISM_OF_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI.doc
THE UNACCEPTABLE PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY OF LAUDATO SI’ 4 AUGUST 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_UNACCEPTABLE_PHILOSOPHY_AND_THEOLOGY_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
POPE ASKS AMAZON BISHOPS TO OPEN NEW PATHWAYS - AMAZON SYNOD 14 MARCH 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_ASKS_AMAZON_BISHOPS_TO_OPEN_NEW_PATHWAYS.doc
SYNOD IS ECCLESIAL NOT POLITICAL EVENT-CDL BALDISSERI - AMAZON SYNOD 26 FEBRUARY 2019 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_IS_ECCLESIAL_NOT_POLITICAL_EVENT-CDL_BALDISSERI.doc
POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’-MICHAEL PRABHU 15 MARCH 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
POPE FRANCIS’ POSITION ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND GLOBAL WARMING 19 APRIL 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_POSITION_ON_CLIMATE_CHANGE_AND_GLOBAL_WARMING.doc
THE VATICAN POSITION ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND GLOBAL WARMING 19 APRIL 2019  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_VATICAN_POSITION_ON_CLIMATE_CHANGE_AND_GLOBAL_WARMING.doc
NETWORK OF DISSIDENT GROUPS LAUNCH LAUDATO SI’ WEBSITE 8 MAY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NETWORK_OF_DISSIDENT_GROUPS_LAUNCH_LAUDATO_SI_WEBSITE.doc
A LOOK AT AMAZONIA AHEAD OF THE OCTOBER SYNOD OF BISHOPS 14 MAY 2019 AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_LOOK_AT_AMAZONIA_AHEAD_OF_THE_OCTOBER_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS.doc
VATICAN PROCLAIMS “SEASON OF CREATION” TO LIMIT GLOBAL WARMING 19/20 JUNE 2019 -AMAZON SYNOD “- the spirit of Laudato Si’ / the child of Laudato Si’”
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_PROCLAIMS_SEASON_OF_CREATION_TO_LIMIT_GLOBAL_WARMING.doc
THE CHURCH CANNOT REMAIN SILENT-POPE FRANCIS - AMAZON SYNOD 6 JULY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CHURCH_CANNOT_REMAIN_SILENT-POPE_FRANCIS.doc
AMAZON SYNOD-THE PROBLEM LIES IN LAUDATO SI’ 22 JULY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD-THE_PROBLEM_LIES_IN_LAUDATO_SI.doc
LAUDATO SI' AND ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 10 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LAUDATO_SI_AND_ST_FRANCIS_OF_ASSISI.doc
AMAZON SYNOD TO BE SURROUNDED BY EVENTS OFFERING PRAYER, CRITICISM, SUPPORT 19 SEP. 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_TO_BE_SURROUNDED_BY_EVENTS_OFFERING_PRAYER_CRITICISM_SUPPORT.doc
WAITING FOR THE AMAZON SYNOD-THE ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 23 SEPTEMBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WAITING_FOR_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD-THE_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI.doc
GOLDEN CALF 2.0-IDOLATROUS EARTH GODDESS WORSHIP CEREMONY IN VATICAN GARDENS – AMAZON SYNOD 4 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GOLDEN_CALF_2.0-IDOLATROUS_EARTH_GODDESS_WORSHIP_CEREMONY_IN_VATICAN_GARDENS.doc
WHY DOES THE AMAZON MERIT A SYNOD? - AMAZON SYNOD 4 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_DOES_THE_AMAZON_MERIT_A_SYNOD.doc
A CARDINAL AND A BISHOP DEFEND NEED FOR THE AMAZON SYNOD 4 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_CARDINAL_AND_A_BISHOP_DEFEND_NEED_FOR_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
GOLDEN CALF 2.0-IDOLATROUS EARTH GODDESS WORSHIP CEREMONY IN VATICAN GARDENS 4 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GOLDEN_CALF_2.0-IDOLATROUS_EARTH_GODDESS_WORSHIP_CEREMONY_IN_VATICAN_GARDENS.doc
POPE CONSECRATES AMAZON SYNOD TO ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI WITH NEW AGE SYMBOLISM 5 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_CONSECRATES_AMAZON_SYNOD_TO_ST_FRANCIS_OF_ ASSISI_WITH_NEW_AGE_SYMBOLISM.doc
POPE CONSECRATES AMAZON SYNOD TO ST FRANCIS USING NEW AGE SYMBOLISM 5 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_CONSECRATES_AMAZON_SYNOD_TO_ST_FRANCIS_USING_NEW_AGE_SYMBOLISM.doc
AMAZONIAN PROPAGANDA DRAPES CHURCHES IN ROME 8 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZONIAN_PROPAGANDA_DRAPES_CHURCHES_IN_ROME.doc
NEW CHALLENGES AND NEW SOLUTIONS 14 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_CHALLENGES_AND_NEW_SOLUTIONS.doc
PERUVIAN JESUIT CDL BARRETO SAYS AMAZON SYNOD IS THE CHILD OF LAUDATO SI’ 21 OCTOBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PERUVIAN_JESUIT_CDL_BARRETO_SAYS_AMAZON_SYNOD_IS_THE_CHILD_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
ATHEIST ECO-GLOBALIST LEADS CLIMATE ALARMIST BRIGADE AT AMAZON SYNOD 21 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ATHEIST_ECO-GLOBALIST_LEADS_CLIMATE_ALARMIST_BRIGADE_AT_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
AMAZON SYNOD-SEIZING POWER 25 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD-SEIZING_POWER.doc
A DEFENSE OF PACHAMAMA BY MR LAFFERTY 30 OCTOBER 2019 – AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_DEFENSE_OF_PACHAMAMA_BY_MR_LAFFERTY.doc
IS ENVIRONMENTAL SIN POSSIBLE? 6 DECEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IS_ENVIRONMENTAL_SIN_POSSIBLE.doc
DE MATTEI SLAMS VATICAN’S COZYING UP TO MARXIST REGIMES 6 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DE_MATTEI_SLAMS_VATICANS_COZYING_UP_TO_MARXIST_REGIMES.doc
FRATELLI TUTTI RECYCLES THEMES, SPIRIT OF LAUDATO SI’ 5 OCTOBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRATELLI_TUTTI_RECYCLES_THEMES_SPIRIT_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
NOT UNLIKE LAUDATO SI’, FRATELLI TUTTI MORE OF A POLITICAL DOCUMENT 9 OCTOBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NOT_UNLIKE_LAUDATO_SI_FRATELLI_TUTTI_MORE_OF_A_POLITICAL_DOCUMENT.doc
‘FRANCIS’ LAUDATO SI’ IS LIKE HINDU SCRIPTURES’ SAYS VANDANA SHIVA, PSEUDO-SCIENTIST 21 NOVEMBER 2020 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_LAUDATO_SI_IS_LIKE_HINDU_SCRIPTURES_SAYS_VANDANA_SHIVA_PSEUDO-SCIENTIST.doc
FRANCIS AWARDED ECOLOGY PRIZE FOR PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 18 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_AWARDED_ECOLOGY_PRIZE_FOR_PROTECTION_OF_THE_ENVIRONMENT.doc
RECOVERING THE THEOLOGY OF CREATION 28 DECEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RECOVERING_THE_THEOLOGY_OF_CREATION.doc
USCCB PUBLISHES INTERFAITH, ECUMENICAL GUIDEBOOK ON ECOLOGY 27 JANUARY 2021 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/USCCB_PUBLISHES_INTERFAITH_ECUMENICAL_GUIDEBOOK_ON_ECOLOGY.doc
FRANCIS, BP. JOHN ARNOLD PROMOTE LAUDATO SI’-BASED ‘ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION’ 18 MARCH 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_BP_JOHN_ARNOLD_PROMOTE_LAUDATO_SI-BASED_ECOLOGICAL_CONVERSION.doc
CDL. TURKSON LAUNCHES LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM 25 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_TURKSON_LAUNCHES_LAUDATO_SI_ACTION_PLATFORM.doc
FRANCIS LAUNCHES 7-YEAR LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLAN 25 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_LAUNCHES_7-YEAR_LAUDATO_SI_ACTION_PLAN.doc
LAUDATO SI’ NEW AGE BLASPHEMOUS ‘STATIONS OF CREATION’ 25 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LAUDATO_SI_NEW_AGE_BLASPHEMOUS_STATIONS_OF_CREATION.doc
FRANCIS’ NEW AGE ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ SONG ARRANGEMENT BY CCBI 16 AUGUST 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_NEW_AGE_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI_SONG_ARRANGEMENT_BY_CCBI.doc
FRANCIS GREETS LAUDATO SI’ CONFERENCE 24 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_GREETS_LAUDATO_SI_CONFERENCE.doc
PHILIPPINE CHURCH RALLIES BEHIND LAUDATO SI’ 25 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PHILIPPINE_CHURCH_RALLIES_BEHIND_LAUDATO_SI.doc
VATICAN HERALDS ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT PUSHING ‘ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION, WELL-BEING OF THE EARTH’ 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs

DUBLIN ARCHBISHOP ISSUES 64-PAGE PASTORAL LETTER ON ‘CLIMATE CATASTROPHE’ 2 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DUBLIN_ARCHBISHOP_ISSUES_64-PAGE_PASTORAL_LETTER_ON_CLIMATE_CATASTROPHE.doc
FABC WORKSHOP ON LAUDATO SI’ STRESSES SAVING EARTH 14 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FABC_WORKSHOP_ON_LAUDATO_SI’_STRESSES_SAVING_EARTH.doc
FRANCIS PUSHES GLOBAL GOVERNMENT 29 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_PUSHES_GLOBAL_GOVERNMENT.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT OUR COMMON HOME 30 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_IMMEDIATE_ACTION_TO_PROTECT_OUR_COMMON_HOME.doc
