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MICHAEL PRABHU JANUARY 12, 2021
The coming darkness: Punishment and purification 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/the-coming-darkness-punishment-and-purification/ 
Fr. Michael P. Orsi, January 12, 2021
The Scripture readings for last weekend present some interesting parallels to the situation in which we find our country just now.
The first (Isaiah 55) is a product of the Babylonian Exile, a period of chastisement for the Children of Israel. In it the prophet calls out, “… turn to the Lord for mercy; to our God, who is generous and forgiving.”
The Gospel reading (Mark 1) recounts Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan. The image at the center of the story — water — has always been understood to recall Moses’ parting of the Red Sea, by which the Hebrew slaves were delivered from bondage in Egypt, the land of sin and death. It’s a powerful symbol of salvation.

Even though they were headed for freedom, we know that they would undergo another period of punishment and purification, 40 years of wandering in the desert, before reaching the land God had promised them.

Each of these readings thus evokes a time of great darkness. I can’t help pondering them in terms of the darkness that has covered the world in recent months and seems to be growing thicker.

Right now, we’re experiencing chaos in our country. We’ve witnessed rioting in some of our major cities. Just a few days ago, we saw a number of protesters enter the Capitol building.

Such chaos suggests that the Evil One is present. And this suggestion is supported by many telling signs. For instance, one of the invaders of the Capitol was wearing a headdress with horns.

What can we deduce from that? Was this character just an exhibitionist? Perhaps he was mentally ill. Or maybe he was making a statement.

It could be that Satan was “outing” himself in this small way. After all, traditional representations of the Devil often show him as horned.

Whatever the case, it certainly seemed that the Evil One had his finger in this odd display. Expect his works to multiply in days to come.

t’s pretty much a given, for instance, that we’ll see an increase in abortions. Ample resources will be provided, both within our country and abroad. The Mexico City Policy, by which U.S. funding of abortions in other countries was prohibited, will be ended — as will the Hyde Amendment, which has blocked federal money from being used for abortions here at home.
Jesus is the Lord of life; Satan is the lord of death. You can guess whose lordship this will serve.

In addition, the Church will undergo persecution. We see it openly already in China, where churches are being closed, religious leaders imprisoned, Christians killed.

In our own country we can expect attempts to force on churches — on our Catholic Church, in particular — a morality that is inconsistent with what we accept as proper, and an ideology we find abhorrent. Under the guise of “equality,” we will be called upon to accept, in our schools and Catholic institutions, people who proclaim a lifestyle that contradicts what the Church teaches and believes. There will also be attempts to require religious organizations to provide contraception and abortion coverage in their medical insurance plans.
This attack on religious freedom is already in progress. Accompanying it is a concerted assault on freedom of speech.

Until recently, everyone of any political persuasion — be it libertarian, conservative, liberal, socialist, even communist — has had the right to express their views openly. This was ensured by the First Amendment to our Constitution, which was always seen as the cornerstone of American liberty.

No longer. The restrictions on opinion imposed by social media companies and the growth of the so-called “cancel culture,” in which people are losing jobs, financial services, professional credentials, and other basics because of their opinions and even their private comments is creating a climate of fear and intimidation unprecedented in this country.

It is not only affecting religion, it is bringing us to something very much like a totalitarian state. All of our rights are in jeopardy. All of our freedoms are in danger of being taken away.

There is darkness in the land. Satan is on the prowl.

I believe we are in another time of chastisement. Unpleasant as the word may sound to us, it’s a time of punishment for our sins and failings — as a society and as individuals.

Chastisement is a long process. There’s no quick fix for our national dilemma, no one figure who has the answer, not even the Church which has often failed to preach the Gospel clearly and consistently. We’ve all fallen short — the clergy, the laity — and many of us will not see a resolution of this crisis in our lifetimes.
But we mustn’t despair. Because even as the image of water in the Gospel reading evokes an earlier struggle, Mark describes Jesus emerging from the Jordan, the Holy Spirit descending, and the voice of God declaring, “This is my beloved Son.”

And that’s the solution to this current chaos: Jesus.

We must turn off the news, and listen to Him. We must stop allowing ourselves to be manipulated by parties and demagogues and “enlightened” entertainers. Those are all lethal to our souls.

Jesus does not bring chaos. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. There is no peace if Jesus is not present. So we must keep him before us always. We must open our Bibles, and strengthen ourselves through the Word of God.

And we must pray.

At my web site, at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php, you will find over 300 Catholic perspective files on the coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic and related issues (masks, lockdowns, quarantines, vaccines; banning of Masses and Communion on the tongue, etc.) They will finally be available grouped in one larger file with individual titles and links.

“GREAT RESET” FILES

GLOBALISTS CHEER POPE’S ROLE IN POST-COVID ‘GREAT RESET’ OF WORLD ECONOMY 2 DECEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GLOBALISTS_CHEER_POPES_ROLE_IN_POST-COVID_GREAT_RESET_OF_WORLD_ECONOMY.doc
BIDEN, FAUCI WILL USE GREAT RESET TO DESTROY WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT SOCIETY 8 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BIDEN_FAUCI_WILL_USE_GREAT_RESET_TO_DESTROY_WHATS_GOOD_ABOUT_SOCIETY.doc
GREAT RESET VIDEO ADMITS TO PUBLIC BACKLASH 28 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_VIDEO_ADMITS_TO_PUBLIC_BACKLASH.doc
ELITES USE FRAUDULENT GLOBAL WARMING DOCUMENTARY TO ADVANCE ‘GREAT RESET’ AGENDA 5 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ELITES_USE_FRAUDULENT_GLOBAL_WARMING_DOCUMENTARY_TO_ADVANCE_GREAT_RESET_AGENDA.doc
SECRETIVE INTNL BANKING GROUP MAY ENFORCE GREAT RESET GREEN AGENDA ON WORLD 5 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SECRETIVE_INTNL_BANKING_GROUP_MAY_ENFORCE_GREAT_RESET_GREEN_AGENDA_ON_WORLD.doc
‘GREAT RESET’ FEEDS SECULARIZATION, PAVES WAY FOR DE-CHRISTIANIZED SOCIETY 24 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_FEEDS_SECULARIZATION_PAVES_WAY_FOR_DE-CHRISTIANIZED_SOCIETY.doc
‘GREAT RESET’ WITHOUT GOD IS A HOAX 26 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_WITHOUT_GOD_IS_A_HOAX.doc
WHO’S BEHIND GLOBAL EFFORTS TO SILENCE CRITICS OF THE ’GREAT RESET’ 3 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHOS_BEHIND_GLOBAL_EFFORTS_TO_SILENCE_CRITICS_OF_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON ‘THE GREAT RESET’, THE PANDEMIC, AND THE CHURCH 25 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_THE_PANDEMIC_AND_THE_CHURCH.doc
COVID VACCINE AND ‘THE GREAT RESET’. ‘THERE IS NO PANDEMIC’-ABP. VIGANO 25 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COVID_VACCINE_AND_THE_GREAT_RESET_THERE_IS_NO_PANDEMIC-ABP_VIGANO.doc
THE PANDEMIC, THE GREAT RESET, AND THE END TIMES 8 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_PANDEMIC_THE_GREAT_RESET_AND_THE_END_TIMES.doc
CONSIDERATIONS ON THE GREAT RESET 18 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONSIDERATIONS_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
CONSIDERATIONS ON THE GREAT RESET-ABP. VIGANO 18 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONSIDERATIONS_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET-ABP_VIGANO.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON THE GREAT RESET FROM START TO FINISH, THE NEW WORLD ORDER 31 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_FROM_START_TO_FINISH_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER.doc
CDL. MULLER BLASTS ‘GREAT RESET FANTASIES’ OF WORLD LEADERS, BIG TECH 31 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_BLASTS_GREAT_RESET_FANTASIES_OF_WORLD_LEADERS_BIG_TECH.doc
Soon to be available:

ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL PRABHU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_YOU_WANTED_TO_KNOW_ABOUT_THE_CORONAVIRUS_PANDEMIC_FROM_A_CATHOLIC_PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
