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Preface

HE work in hand is partly the outcome of a

series of lectures on Buddhism delivered by
the author in the Catholic University of America.
It has been written to meet a want keenly felt in
the field of Christian Apologetics. The specious at-

tempts to lay the Gospels under obligation to Bud-

etesieeessuet s« el ——

dhist teachmg have shaken the faith of not a few
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Chrls-txana The need of a thorough refutation is im-
;ratlve The tew works in English vindicating the
independent origin of Christianity against Buddhist
usurpation,—all of them by Protestant writers, —
excellent as they are, dwell too largely on the com-

parative superiority of Christian teaching, and do

not enter in sufficient detail into a critical scrutiny of
the alleged proofs of Buddhist influence on Chris-
tianity. It is to the latter point that the author of
this little volume has given his chief care, contenting
himself with a brief exposition of the inferiority of
Buddhism to the religion of Christ. The detailed
rejection of spurious evidence has necessitated a
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more frequent reference to the writers refuted than
would otherwise have been made; but in the con-
troversial parts he has sought to be courteous and
fair. The exposition of Brahmanism and Buddhism,
so necessary for the proper understanding of the
main thesis, will be found to have a value independ-
ently of the part that follows. While striving at a
cost of much labor to attain to thoroughness and
accuracy, the author has aimed to produce a work
that may be read with interest and profit by those
who are strangers to the subject of which it treats.
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PART 1

The Antecedents of Buddhism — Brahmanism

CHAPTER 1

VEDIC AND BRAHMAN RITES

The Aryan invaders of India — Their gods chiefly nature-deities —
Monotheistic tendencies — The sacrifices — Worship of the
pitris — Rude superstitions — Transition to Brahmanism — Elab-
orate liturgy — Sacredness of the sacrifice— The Agni-hotra —
The sacred Vedas—Sacred formule — Purificatory rites — Retn-
bution of good and evil deeds, transmigration, karma — Brahman
religion more than an empty formalism.

N the history of human thought and action we find
I that great movements do not spring indepen-
dently into being. Whether philosophical, political,
economic, or religious, they are largely the outcome
of what has gone before. To this rule Buddhism
forms no exception. It bears an intimate relationship
with the religion from which it sprang. To appreciate

it rightly, one must first have some acquaintance with
Brahmanism.




Antecedents of Buddhism

The beginnings of Brahmanism carry us back
through the vast interval of more than three thou-
sand years to the time when the small bands of
intrepid Aryan invaders pushed their way through
the mountain passes of Northern India, and, bearing
down the opposition of the native tribes, took pos-
session of the fertile valleys of the Indus and its four
tributaries. There they made their home, an ener-
getic, industrious, and progressive people, victorious
in the frequent wars waged with the hostile natives,
and none the less successful in the tillage of the
soil and in the raising of cattle. It was a period of
prosperous growth. It was likewise a period of
earnest religious thought, to which the gifted bards
gave expression in hymns that, like the psalms,
became the favorite forms of prayer for succeed-
Ing generations.

Many were the gods that claimed their worship,
the personal representatives of the striking phe-
nomena of nature: Varuna, the all-embracing heaven,
maker and lord of all things, and upholder of the
moral law; the sun-god, variously known as Surya,
the enemy of darkness and bringer of blessings, as
Pushan, the nourisher, as Mitra, the omniscient
friend of the good, and avenger of lying and deceit,

as Savitar, the enlivener, arousing men to daily activ-
ity, as Vishnu, said to have measured the earth in

three strides and to have given the rich pastures to
mortals; the god of the air, Indra, also like Mars

4
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the mighty god of war, who set free from the cloud-
serpent Ahi (Vritra) the quickening rain, and who
gave a happy issue to battles; Rudra, later known as
Siva, the destroying one, and his sons the Maruts
gods of the destructive thunderstorm, dreadful to evil-
doers, but beneficent to the good; Agni, the fire-
god, the friend and benefactor of men, dwelling on
their hearths, and bearing to the gods their sacrificial
prayers and offerings; Soma, the god of that myste-
rious plant whose inebriating juice was so dear to gods
and men, warding off disease, imparting strength, and
securing immortality.

These and many others of less importance were the
devas, the shining ones, to whom they offered praise,
sending up petitions chiefly for the good things of
life, — children and cattle and health and length of
days, — but not unmindful, too, of the need of crav-
ing their forgiveness for sins committed. Though
thus directed to many gods, their worship was char-
acterized by strong monotheistic tendencies. Each

god to whom the worshipper addressed himself was
for the time being praised as the supreme lord of all

things, having the attributes of omnipotence, creative
power, unlimited knowledge, and allwise providence.
There were no temples at this early period. The
sacrifices were performed under the open sky. The
altar was very simple, consisting of a small mound of
turf, the surrounding ground being carefully cleared of
grass and shrubs to guard against a possible spreading
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of the fire to the surrounding fields or woods. The
sacrifices were chiefly private, being offered by the
head of the family, the members of which alone were
supposed to profit thereby. The more complicated
sacrifices, however, were performed by priests in union
with the householder. Such were the soma- and the
horse-sacrifices, both of which were held to be pre-emi-
nently solemn and efficacious.

Devotion to the pirris (fathers), the spirits of de-

parted ancestors, was also part of their religion. They
firmly believed in the persistence of the individual
after death. When a good man died, his body mingled
with the earth, but his soul mounted to the realms of
bliss above to live in unalloyed contentment under
Yama, the first man, now lord of the dead.
But the happiness of these pitris was not altogether
independent of the actions of the living. It could be
greatly increased by offerings of soma, rice, and water.
Hence the surviving children felt it a sacred duty to
make sacrificial offerings at stated times to their de-
parted pitris. It was the ambition of every man to
have at least one son to survive him and contribute to
his future happiness by abundant offerings. On the
other hand, the living profited by this generosity to
the dead; for the grateful pitris secured them in
return health and wealth and posterity.

Nor was their religion free from the lower forms of
nature-worship, and the superstitions that entered
into the belief of other Aryan peoples. The cow
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was held in religious reverence; worship was not
withheld from serpents and trees. Magic and divin-
ation were widely practised. Formula abounded for
healing the diseased, for driving off demons, for
averting evil omens, for obtaining the object of one’s
desire. Witchcraft was dreaded, and recourse to
ordeals was common for the detection of guilt.

Such was the religious system which the Aryans
brought with them into India. It seems to have
maintained much of its primitive simplicity during
the period of expansive conquest, whereby the in-
vaders made themselves masters of all Northern
India from the valley of the Indus to that of the
Ganges. In the long period of peace and plenty
that followed, it developed little by little into the
highly complicated, sacramental system known as
Brahmanism.

This transformation was chiefly due to the influ-
ence of the priests or Brahmans. Owing to their
excessive fondness for symbolic words and forms, the
prayers and hymns became greatly multiplied, the
details of ritual more and more intricate. Each kind
of sacrifice came to have a liturgy proper to itself.
Some of them were so elaborate as to require the
service of sixteen priests. In the performance of the
liturgy, the greatest care had to be observed ; for it
was believed the omission of a word or the mispro-
nouncing of a syllable, or the failure to carry out
any ceremonial detail would render the sacrifice void
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