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Prefa c e

HE work in h and is partly th e outcome of a
series of lectures on Buddh ism delivered by

th e author in th e Catholic University of America.

It has been written to meet a want keenly felt in
the field of Ch ristian Apologetics . Th e specious at
temp ts to lay the GospelsWon to Budfl
dh ist teach ihg h ave sh aken th e faith of not a few—* C

Ch riStiéns. The need of a thorough refutation is im

perative . The few works in E nglish v indicating th e
independent orig in of Ch ristianity against Buddh ist
usurpation , -all of th em by Protestant writers,
excellen t as th ey are, dwell too largely on th e com

parative superiority of teach ing , and do

not enter in sufficient deta il into a

—

c i
'itical scrutiny of

th e alleged p roofs of Buddh ist influence on Ch ris
tian ity. It is to th e latter point th at th e author of
th is l ittle volume h as g iven h is ch ief care, con tenting
h imself with a brief exposition of th e inferiority of

Buddh ism to th e religion of Ch rist . Th e deta iled
“

rejection of spurious eviden ce h as n ecessitated a
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more frequen t reference to the writers refuted th an
would oth erwise h ave been made ; but in th e con

troversial parts h e has sough t to be courteous and

fa ir . The exposition of Brahman ism and Buddh ism ,

so necessary for th e p roper understanding of th e

ma in th esis, will be found to h ave a va lue independ
en tly of th e p art that follows . Wh ile striving at a
cost of much labor to atta in to thorough ness and

accuracy, th e author h as aimed to p roduce a work
th at may be read with in terest and p rofit by those
wh o are strangers to th e subject of wh ich it treats .
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bution of good and evil deeds, transmigration , karma Brahman

religion more than an empty formalism.

N th e h istory of human though t and action we find
th at great movements do not spring indep en

dently into be ing . Wh ether ph ilosoph ical , political ,
economic , or religious , th ey are largely th e outcome
of wh at h as gone before . To th is rule Buddh ism
forms no excep tion . It bears an intimate relationsh ip
with th e relig ion from wh ich it sp rang . To app reciate
it righ tly, one must first h ave some acquaintance with
Brahmanism .
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Th e begi nnings of Brahman ism ca rry us back
th rough th e vast interval of more th an th ree thou
sand years to th e time wh en th e sma ll hands of

intrep id Aryan invaders push ed th eir way th rough
th e mountain passes of North ern India, and , bearing
down the opposition of the native tribes , took pos
session of the fertile valleys of th e Indus and its four
tributaries . There they made th eir home , an ener

getic , industrious, and p rogressive p eop le , v ictorious
in th e frequent wars waged with the hostile natives,
and none th e less successful in the tillage of the

so i l and in th e raising of cattle . It was a period of

p rosperous growth . It was likewise a period of

earnest relig ious though t, to wh ich the g ifted bards

gave exp ression in hymns th at, l ike th e psalms,
became th e favorite forms of p rayer for succeed
ing generation s .
Many were th e gods th at claimed th eir worsh ip ,

the personal rep resentatives of the striking phe

nomens of nature : Varuna, th e a ll-embracing h eaven ,
maker and lord of all th ings, and upholder of th e

mo ral law ; th e sun-god, variously known as Surya,
th e enemy of darkness and br inger of blessings, as
Push an, th e nourish er, as Mitra, th e omniscien t
friend of the good, and avenger of lying and dece it,
as Savitar, th e enlivener, arousing men to da ily activ

ity, as Vish nu, sa id to h ave measured th e earth in
th ree strides and to h ave g iven th e rich pastures to
mortals ; th e god of the air, Indra , a lso like Ma rs
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th e m igh ty god of war, who set free from th e cloud
serpent Ah i (Vritra ) th e quicken ing rain, and who

gave a happy issue to battles ; Rudra , later known as
Siva, th e destroying one , and h is son s the Maruts

gods of the destructive thunderstorm , dreadful to ev il
doers, but beneficent to the good ; Agni , th e fire

god, th e friend and benefactor of men , dwelling on
th e ir h ea rth s, and bearing to the gods their sacrificia l

p rayers and ofl'erings Soma, th e god of that myste
rion s p lant whose inebriating juice was so dear to gods
and men , warding of? disease, impa rting strength , and
securing immortality.

Th ese and many oth ers of less importance were th e
devas , th e sh ining ones, to whom th ey offered p ra ise,
sending up petitions ch iefly for the good th ings of

l ife ,— ch ildren and cattle and h ealth and length of

days, but not unmindful , too, of the need of crav

ing th e i r forgiveness for sins committed . Th ough
thus directed to many gods, th eir worsh ip was ch ar
acterized by strong monoth eistic tendencies . E ach

god to whom th e worsh ipp er addressed h imself was
for the time being p ra ised as the sup reme lord of a ll

th ings , h aving the attributes of omn ipotence , creative

power, unlimited knowledge , and allwise p rovidence .

Th ere were no temp les at th is early period . The

sacrifices were p erfo rmed under the op en sky. Th e

altar was very simp le , consisting of a small mound of

turf, th e surrounding ground being carefully clea red of

grass and sh rubs to guard against a possible sp reading
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of th e fire to th e surrounding fields or woods . The

sacrifices were ch iefly p rivate, being offered by the

h ead of th e fam ily, th e members of wh ich alone were
supp osed to p rofit th ereby. The more comp l icated
sacrifices , however,were performed by p riests in union
with the h ouseholder . Such were th e soma and the
h orse-sacrifices, both ofwh ich were h eld to be p re-emi
nently solemn and efl‘icac ious.

Devotion to the p itris (fathers) , th e sp irits of de

p arted ancestors, was also part of th e ir religion . They
firmly believed in the p ersistence of the individual
after death . Wh en a good man died , h is body m ingled
with the earth , but h is soul mounted to th e realms of
bliss above to live in unalloyed contentment under
Yama, the first man, now lord of the dead .

But th e h app iness of these p itris was not altogether
independent of th e action s of the liv ing . It could be

greatly increased by offerings of soma, rice , and water.
Hence the surviving ch ildren felt it a sacred duty to
make sacrificia l offerings at stated times to their de

p a rted p itris . It was th e ambition of every man to
h ave at least one son to survive h im and contribute to
h is future h app iness by abundant offerings . On th e

oth er hand, the living p rofited by th is generosity to
th e dead ; for th e grateful p itris secured th em in
return h ealth and wealth and posterity.

Nor was th eir religion free from th e lower forms of
nature-worsh ip , and th e superstitions th at en tered
into th e belief of oth er Aryan peop les . The cow
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was h eld in religious reverence ; worsh ip was not
wi th h eld from serpents and trees . Mag ic and divin
ation were widely p ractised. Formula abounded for
h ealing th e diseased , fo r driving off demons, for
averting evil omens, for obta in ing th e object of one

's
desire . Witch craft was dreaded , and recourse to
ordeals was common for the detection of guilt.
Such was th e relig ious system wh ich th e Aryans

brough t with them into India . It seems to h ave

ma in tain ed much of its p rimitive simp lic ity during
the p eriod of expansive conquest, wh ereby th e in

vaders made th emselves masters of all North ern
India from th e valley of the Indus to th at of th e

Ganges . In the long period of peace and p lenty
th at followed , it developed little by l ittle into th e
h igh ly comp licated , sacramental system known as

Brahmanism .

Th is transformation was ch iefly due to the influ
ence of th e p riests or Brahmans . Owing to thei r
excessive fondness for symbo lic words and fo rms, th e

p rayers and hymns became g reatly multip lied, the

deta ils of ritual more and more intricate . E ach kind
of sacrifice came to have a liturgy p roper to itself.
Some of them were so e laborate as to require th e
serv ice of sixteen p riests . In th e performance of th e

l iturgy, the greatest care h ad to be observed ; for it
was believed th e om ission of a word or th e misp ro

noun c ing of a syllable , or the failure to carry out

any ceremonia l deta il would render the sacrifice void
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and even dangerous. It partook of the nature of a
sacramental rite, the due p erformance ofwh ich was
sure to produce th e desired effect. The sacrifice
became th e all-importan t centre around wh ich the

v isible and inv isible world revolved . On it the very
gods of heaven depended. Th rough it a ll th e leg it
imate wish es of the human h eart could find th eir
rea lization . It is true , th e Brahmans did not fail to
insist on generosity to th e sacrificing p riest as an in
dispensable condition of the efficacy of the sacrifice .

Still it was n ot a mere perfunctory ceremony. It
was of so sacred a character th at, if performed by an
unworthy p riest, it was accounted sacrileg ious and of

no avail . l Nor could th e individual in whose beh alf
a sacrifice was offered derive any benefit from it
un less h e was in the p roper disposition . He had to

p rep are for it by a day of abstinence from food and

conjuga l in tercourse , and by a purificatory bath . At

th e sacrifice offered at th e beginn ing of the rainy
season , th e wife of the sacrificer h ad to confess to
th e ofl‘ic iating p riest any sin of conjugal infidelity of

wh ich she migh t be gui lty.

”

1 The Bah ishpavaman a cha nt truly is a sh ip bound heavenwards
th e priests are its spars and oars, the means of reach ing the h eaven ly
world. If there be a blameworthy on e, even th at one [priest] would
make it sink : he makes it sink, even as one who ascends a sh ip that
is full would make it sink. And, indeed, every sacrifice is a sh ip
bound heavenwards : h ence one sh ould seek to keep a blameworthy
[priest] away from every sacrifice .

”
Satapatha B ra/Imam , iv. 2, 5,

Io.
—Sa cred B ooks of the E ast, vol. XXVI. pp. 310

-
31 1 .

2 Sat. B rah . ii. 5, 2, 20.
—S . B . E . XII. p. 396.


