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The Gospel according to Oprah
The Gospel According to Oprah

https://billmuehlenberg.com/2009/06/18/the-gospel-according-to-oprah/
By Bill Muehlenberg, June 18, 2009

Who is the number one promoter of New Age philosophy in the world today? Is it Eckhart Tolle? Rhonda Byrne? Dan Brown? Marianne Williamson? Nope. The numero uno New Age evangelist is by far Oprah Winfrey. When Oprah says jump, people ask, ‘how high?’

Unquestionably, Oprah Winfrey is the most influential woman in the world today. The television show host, author, publisher, actress, philanthropist, and media personality is a multi-millionaire, and when she speaks, people – especially her legions of dedicated female followers – consider her utterances to be almost divine revelation.

The Oprah Winfrey Show is seen by some 46 million viewers each week in the United States and is broadcast around the world in 134 countries. Her O magazine, which first came out in April 2000, has a monthly circulation of 2.65 million as of late last year. And her Oprah.com website averages more than 6 million users a month. All in all she has a lot of clout.

Consider further her website – it is a sort of God Central. It is as if one is in touch with the Almighty. Everything necessary for life, happiness and peace can be found on the site. There are sections on health, relationships, spirit, money, food, sex, and more.
Take one interesting post: “The Top 20 Things Oprah Knows for Sure”. In it are some certainties that you can count on. Number two says, “You define your own life. Don’t let other people write your script.” Similar to it is her sixth point: “What you believe has more power than what you dream or wish or hope for. You become what you believe.”

This is of course typical New Age mumbo jumbo. The idea is we create our own reality by positive thoughts and an upbeat attitude. Life is simply a script and you are the script-writer. Reality can be whatever you want it to be. You creatively visualise what you want in life, and presto sazzo, you get it.

You see, all this is possible because you in fact are divine. Since you are God, then of course you can call all the shots. You are the centre of the universe, and what you want is what you get. It is all a very me-centred gospel. But given your own divine nature, her seventh point seems a bit odd: “If the only prayer you ever say is thank you, that will be enough. (From the German theologian and humanist Meister Eckhart.)”

But just who are we supposed to say thank you to? As it turns out, we of course have no one else but ourselves to thank. After all, we are divine – although most of us don’t realise it yet. So when you wake up in the morning, simply say, “thank you self!”

So where is Oprah getting all this foolishness from? Well, it is all standard New Age fare. Indeed, I used to promote this same stuff, back in my BC (Before Christ) days. I was into the New Age Movement (NAM) big time before I became a Christian. So all this is familiar ground, and it has been around for a while.

It is just that the New Age hucksters have gotten even more popular and persuasive now, in no small measure due to Oprah’s promotion. Consider just three of many NAM books which have sold like hot cakes because of Oprah’s endorsements.

One popular book, often described as the “Bible” of the New Age Movement, is the 600+ page book, A Course in Miracles. It was written in 1965 by a Jewish atheist psychologist Helen Schucman (1910-1981).  She claims to have channeled messages from a New Age Jesus who would show us how to thrive in difficult times. Interestingly the last two years of her life were characterised by deep and chronic depression.

The three-volume work contains gems of wisdom such as this:
-“God himself is incomplete without me.”
-God is simply “a nonphysical love force that is neither vengeful, judgmental, nor punishing – only loving and forgiving”.
-“The world you see is an illusion of a world. God did not create it.”
-“Sin is the grand illusion.”
-“My sinlessness protects me from all harm.”
-We are to make this claim for ourselves: “I am the light of the world.”
-“The name Jesus is the name of one who was a man but saw the face of Christ in all his brothers and remembered God.”

-“You are one with God. Again, how simple is salvation? It is merely a statement of your true humanity.”
-“My salvation comes from me.”

Anyone even remotely familiar with the New Testament and the teachings of Jesus can see that this has nothing at all to do with Biblical Christianity. This is simply the counterfeit Christ of the NAM.

Australian-born author Rhonda Byrne is another New Ager who has been tremendously helped by Oprah’s plugs. Her book, The Secret, has also sold quadzillions of copies, and is equally full of New Age baloney. The gist of the book is you get what you want. Name it and claim it. Hatch it and catch it.

Do you want to be thin? Easy. Think skinny thoughts. Do you want to be cured of cancer? No probs. Just think no-cancer thoughts. Do you want to end world hunger? It’s a snap. Just don’t think hunger thoughts. Do you want to escape poverty? Piece of cake. Just think money thoughts. Do you want to escape the slums? Easy-deasy. Just concentrate on mansion thinking.

And like all New Age hokum, we can do all this for the simple reason that we are God. Yes we are in fact the centre of the universe. Consider the closing paragraph to her book. It’s a real zinger:

“The earth turns on its orbit for You. The oceans ebb and flow for You. The birds sing for You. The sun rises and it sets for You. The stars come out for You. Every beautiful thing you see, every wondrous thing you experience, is all there, for You. Take a look around. None of it can exist, without You. No matter who you thought you were, now you the Truth of Who You Really Are. You are the master of the Universe. You are the heir to the kingdom. You are the perfection of Life. And now you know The Secret.”

Wow, and there I was having troubles getting my car started this morning. Gee, as the centre of the universe, I guess it’s goodbye to burnt toast, indigestion, and global warming. Thanks Rhonda! For more on The Secret see my other two write-ups:
billmuehlenberg.com/2007/05/23/nothing-new-about-%E2%80%9Cthe-secret%E2%80%9D/
billmuehlenberg.com/2007/05/24/a-review-of-the-secret-by-rhonda-byrne/
A third New Age heavyweight who has also benefitted enormously from the promotions of Oprah is of course Eckhart Tolle. His The Power of Now (1999), and A New Earth (2005) are mega-best sellers thanks to the O factor.

For example, in March 2008 a half million people from 140 nations joined with Oprah for a cyber-class featuring Tolle. The interactive event was one of the largest in Internet history. A New Earth has been selling over 3 million copies a month, and had made it to amazon.com’s number one spot.

Tolle offers more of the same foolish NAM claptrap. Consider a few nuggets from Tolle:
-Jesus came to “show us the Christ Consciousness that he had, and that that consciousness abides with all of us”.
-“The good news is you can free yourself from your mind…. The good news is, if you can recognize illusion as illusion, it dissolves.”
-“All things are vibrating energy fields in ceaseless motion.”
-“Aligning yourself with the Now is aligning yourself with universal purpose, the purpose of the whole. What is the purpose of the whole? The birth and flowering of consciousness. The whole then guides you in whatever you think or do.”
-“Awareness is the power that is concealed within the present moment…. The ultimate purpose of human existence, which is to say, your purpose, is to bring that power into this world.”
-“We need to understand that heaven is not a location but refers to the inner realm of consciousness.”

This is all par for the New Age course. But the real trouble is, with all this promotion of the NAM, Oprah also claims to be a Christian! Yes, she tries to reconcile all this NAM silliness with biblical Christianity. How can she get away with this? Easy, she simply rescripts the Bible and Christianity to mean just what she wants it to mean.

Indeed, she describes herself as a “freethinking” Christian. That’s for sure. Thus she has said, “Spirituality for me is recognizing that I am connected to the energy of all creation, that I am a part of it – and it is always a part of me.”

This is how she describes her understanding of the mission of Jesus: “Jesus came to show us Christ’s consciousness… One of the biggest mistakes we make is to believe there is only one way. There are many diverse paths leading to God.”

She of course is not promoting the Jesus of the Bible, but a deceptive false gospel. Consider what she has said about promoting A New Earth: “Being able to share this material with you is a gift and a part of the fulfillment of my life’s purpose … it was an awakening for me that I want for you too.” She is an evangelist alright – an evangelist for a false gospel which is leading people away from God, not to him.

Jesus warned that many false Christ’s and false prophets would come, seeking to deceive even the very elect. And Paul warned about those who “are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:13-14).

The truth is Oprah is not a prophet of God. That should have been obvious when late last year she made newspaper headlines about her tremendous difficulties in keeping the pounds off. I don’t know about you, but if she was God, I would have thought that trimming a few kilos would not be a major hurdle in life.

But such is the nature of false gospels: they make all sorts of grandiose claims and offer you the world, but at the end of the day, they are not even good enough for keeping your weight down. Well did John warn, “Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are of God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).

Oprah is coming to town: Be very afraid
https://billmuehlenberg.com/2010/12/04/oprah-is-coming-to-town-be-very-afraid/
By Bill Muehlenberg, December 4, 2010
Megastar Oprah Winfrey is coming down under this month. This will be good news for all the Americans who get a free trip out of the deal. But it is bad news for Australia – and everyone else for that matter. This is because Oprah is perhaps the most influential false prophet living today.
Although she claims to be a Christian – sort of – she is really the world’s number one promoter of the mumbo jumbo of the New Age Movement. I have written up her deceitful agenda elsewhere:
billmuehlenberg.com/2009/06/18/the-gospel-according-to-oprah/
The gospel according to the Big O is a false gospel, and everyone needs to be aware of her deceptive beliefs. While she may be generous with her great wealth, she is being disingenuous with her great big unbiblical worldview. Countless millions have been sucked into the dark hole of her fruity beliefs.

It is easy enough to demonstrate just how far off the planet she is with her moonbeam ideas. Simply consider some of the bizarre stuff she features in her “Spirit” section of her website (her site has over 6 million users a month!):

-What Is the Shadow? Spiritual teacher Debbie Ford introduces you to your human shadow. Plus, she explains the light and dark sides of the shadow.

-The Time That Matters Most: Marianne Williamson, author of the bestselling books The Age of Miracles and A Return to Love, focuses on the mystery of timelessness; is it possible to live fully in the moment? How can we make peace with the trajectory of our lives, with our past, present, and future?

-Portia de Rossi’s Aha! Moment: The actress and author of the new memoir Unbearable Lightness considered meat “a necessary part of life,” until a glimpse into the animal world put her on a new path.

-Standing Vinyasa Flow Yoga Poses, Part 7 – Half Moon Pose: Watch as yoga expert Seane Corn goes through the standing poses and introduces a new pose, Arda Chandrasana

-Oprah Talks to Eckhart Tolle: The remarkable spiritual teacher whose new book Oprah calls the most important she’s ever chosen for her book club explains how to free yourself from the tyranny of the past, live more fully in the present, and come to the calm, joyful place where intuition, creativity, and wisdom live and breathe.

-Find Out What You Were Born to Do: Manipulating numbers, identifying patterns, thinking visually: Do you know where your strengths lie?

-What Do You Believe? The Power of an Open Mind: With more and more people opening their minds about spirituality, Deepak Chopra explains why you should feel encouraged about the future.

-Energy-Restoring Mantras to Get You Through the Day: Call them mantras, mind tools, or – our favorite – O-phorisms. They’re the soothing, energizing, sanity-restoring phrases that can get you through any situation.

-Want To Be Happier? Think Like A Baby! Want to be happier, more connected to others and a better problem-solver? Karen Salmansohn says you’re going to have to think like a baby.

-Go Beyond The Secret: Despite its negative attention, Oprah says The Secret opened a door to the concept of the power of consciousness to millions of people.

-Why It’s Okay (Actually, Essential) to Put Yourself First: Women often fall into the pattern of taking care of loved ones before taking care of themselves, but the consequences of doing so can be harmful. Valerie Monroe explores the reasons why putting yourself first isn’t selfish, but essential.

-Leap of Faith: Meet John of God: In a remote corner of Brazil, the man known as John of God is changing people’s lives in astonishing ways. Can belief cure illness? Can energy heal?

Let’s take this last item about “John of God – or as he is known in Abadiânia, Medium João” a bit further. This in part is what is said of him: “He came to believe that the woman who’d guided him was Saint Rita of Cascia, and that while he was unconscious, the spirit of King Solomon had taken up residence in his body and done the healing work.

“Brazil has deep roots in the traditions of shamanism and spiritism, both of which feature the notion that individuals can – and do – cross the boundaries between this worldly existence and the afterlife. In this lexicon, it’s perfectly understandable that King Solomon and other powerful spirits (known as the Entities) would swing by to offer help, incorporating in João’s body (the Medium). Even so, when that help involved a man who was not a doctor cutting into a person’s thorax with an unsterilized kitchen knife, the legal, medical, and religious establishments balked. (In most cases the healings he performs are deemed ‘invisible surgeries’ that don’t even involve touch, but there are occasional procedures that include actual incisions.)”

As can be seen, every loopy sort of spirituality, occultism, and New Age foolishness is being promoted here. Of course there is only one thing missing from all this: the clear gospel message of Jesus Christ. Oprah is quite happy to flag every conceivable type of religion and spirituality except the one true message, which is Jesus Christ and him crucified for our sins.

But in Oprah’s worldview the work of Christ is totally unnecessary, because none of us are sinners. Instead, our problem is one of ignorance. We simply need to realise that we are already divine, and all our problems will be solved. In typical New Age fashion, Oprah presents us with a religion which is big on self, but small on truth.

It is the same lie the serpent told to Adam and Eve in the Garden: “You will become like god”. It is the same lie being promoted throughout human history. A personal transcendent eternal God does not need our worship and obedience. That is because we are all god, if we would only realise it.
Thus the coming of Christ to earth to save us from our sin and alienation from God is completely rejected by the NAM and by Oprah. Sure, he came as yet another spirit guide or avatar to show us that we are all divine anyway. So he did have some useful purpose.

But the biblical understanding of who Jesus is and why he came is totally abandoned for this trendy feel-good self-salvation. But lost sinners will always gravitate toward a theology or spirituality that lets them feel good about themselves, that places no demands on them, and that allows them to be consumed by self.

The gospel of Christ however tells us what we don’t want to hear: that we are sinners headed for a lost eternity; that Jesus is the only path to God, that salvation involves repentance and denial of self, and that God calls the shots, not us. No wonder this is not being heard on the Big O website, TV program, magazines, and so on.

It’s just not the message we want to hear. So instead Oprah quite readily offers us exactly what we do want to hear. But it is a false gospel which is taking people away from God, not to him. Jesus warned about false prophets who would rise up and deceive many. They would even perform signs and wonders.

But Jesus said we should have nothing to do with them. Sadly however there are even many gullible and naive Christians who have also hopped onto the Oprah bandwagon, unaware or unconcerned that biblical Christianity has nothing to do with the New Age mischief which Oprah is so vigorously promoting.

Bell and Oprah lovefest: No surprises here
https://billmuehlenberg.com/2014/04/07/bell-and-oprah-lovefest-no-surprises-here/
By Bill Muehlenberg, April 7, 2014
The biggest promoter of New Age moonbattery in the world today is of course Oprah Winfrey. Many years ago she abandoned any claim to being a Christian, and she now shamelessly promotes every bit of loony spirituality around. New Age guru Eckhart Tolle is just one of the many new spirituality folks she fervently champions.
I have written about all this elsewhere: billmuehlenberg.com/2009/06/18/the-gospel-according-to-oprah/
But it is not just outright paganism that she peddles to millions of gullible and conned groupies, but whacko Christian leaders as well. For example, she just loves megachurch pastor Joel Osteen. And no wonder, since what he preaches from his Texas pulpit is indistinguishable from what Tolle, Oprah and others preach.

Indeed, their message is basically identical, as I document here: billmuehlenberg.com/2009/05/18/will-the-real-gospel-please-stand-up/
It is all the New Age and cultic ideology of self-improvement, mind over matter, self-help, and creative visualisation. Just think happy thoughts and say happy things and you will live a happy life. You will be happy, successful, rich, problem-free and living the good life.

All of which is the exact opposite of what Jesus taught of course. He said we will be hated by the world, we will be persecuted, we will have troubles, and we will face constant opposition and hardship. And he said that the real disciple of his is one who denies himself, takes up his cross daily, and dies to self.

The gospel of Oprah, Tolle, Osteen and others is all about ME. It is the Gospel of Self. Self is deified, worshipped, coddled, pampered, pandered to, and made the centre of the universe. It is an anti-God gospel actually, since it makes self the centre of all things, and the highest good in the universe.
Thus Osteen writes best-sellers like Your Best Life Now and Become a Better You. And now Oprah is doing a national “The Life You Want” tour. Hey, that sounds just like something Osteen would run with. It has the identical focus: It is all about ME. It is L’Oréal Christianity in fact: billmuehlenberg.com/2010/04/30/l%E2%80%99oreal-christianity/
So nothing surprising here. But what continues to be a worry is how many compromised Christians she is bringing on board here. And as usual, she will dupe and deceive millions by adding a few big name Christian leaders who happen to be apostates.

The chief one this time will be “No Hell” Bell. Yep, you got it. Emergent church guru Rob Bell will be on board the magic circus ride to push his heterodox version of Christianity. I have discussed him often elsewhere, eg:
billmuehlenberg.com/2011/04/15/a-review-of-love-wins-by-rob-bell/
billmuehlenberg.com/2011/03/10/remaining-clear-on-what-is-clear-on-rob-bell-again/
billmuehlenberg.com/2006/09/07/a-review-of-velvet-elvis-repainting-the-christian-faith-by-rob-bell/
But let me mention a bit more about this major tour of deception. As one write-up states:

Oprah Winfrey will be touring the U.S. this fall to help “lead people to an empathy space… a gratitude space” in an effort to find their calling and fulfill their greatest potential. Helping Winfrey in the tour hitting cities on both coasts will be influential and controversial Christian author Rob Bell, and other “handpicked thought leaders and pop culture icons.”
“All of my life I have wanted to lead people to an empathy space. To a gratitude space,” said Winfrey in a press statement. “I want us all to fulfill our greatest potential. To find our calling, and summon the courage to live it.”
Each stop on the national tour will run two days, with the first night featuring Winfrey “bringing her personal story and insights to life in a one of a kind intimate evening” and the following will have the media mogul and Bell, or another one of her handpicked guests, “lead a day-long gathering of thousands.”

There are at least two ways in which we can assess all this. One is simply to examine the mammon motivation here. The truth is, while Oprah is already filthy rich, she is going to get a whole lot richer from this tour. Just think of all the naive, undiscerning and clueless dupes out there who will be dishing out big bucks to hear these false prophets and fraudulent gurus. As Business Week reports:
Winfrey is embarking on an eight-city arena tour called “Oprah’s The Life You Want Weekend,” which is being billed as a real-life reinterpretation of her original Chicago talk show. Each tour stop will last two days, during which Oprah will share her personal success story and interview self-help gurus such as Rob Bell and Eat, Pray, Love author Elizabeth Gilbert. Events will take place at huge, 18,000-seat arenas, and ticket prices range from $99 to $999, which means Oprah can expect to make an estimated $1.8 million to $18 million per city.

So the greatest promoter of anti-Christian baloney is going to get a whole lot more famous, a whole lot more rich, and a whole lot more dangerous. And that is the second, and even more important consideration here. This is a work of satanic deception big time.

Just imagine all the damage that will be done, not just in these eight cities, but elsewhere. This will all likely be televised and promoted world-wide. Thus there is the potential for tens of millions of people to be conned into her diabolical worldview.

This mass marketing of deception is coming straight out of the pits of hell. Satan is rubbing his hands with glee, knowing he will capture millions of souls for a lost eternity. But the worst part here of course is the blatant complicity of “Christians” like Bell.

By going along with all this, he is demonstrating even more clearly what a wolf in sheep’s clothing he really is. Who knows how much money he will make off this tour. But the real tragedy is that a host of biblically illiterate Christians will rush to these meetings, because they think it will be a “Christian” affair.

Oprah will of course meet her maker one day and have to give an account. We need to keep praying for her that she repents and leaves this diabolical poison behind. But even worse yet will be the judgment of Christian leaders who are doing the devil’s work.

Bell too needs our prayers. He too needs to repent, and fast. But it won’t be easy of course. When folks like Osteen and Bell are rolling in the dough, and have millions of blind worshipers hanging on to their every word, it is very hard indeed to see the light.

Jesus warned us often about false Christs and false shepherds coming along to deceive people. And Paul spoke of Satan himself appearing as an angel of light, seeking to deceive the very elect. I can’t think of a better example of what they were talking about than this tour from hell – the very one Bell does not believe in.

www.christianpost.com/news/rob-bell-to-join-oprah-winfrey-other-handpicked-thought-leaders-for-life-you-want-tour-116902/
www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-31/oprah-winfrey-stands-to-make-even-more-money-with-national-tour
Oprah for POTUS, and other scary thoughts
https://billmuehlenberg.com/2018/01/09/oprah-potus-scary-thoughts/
By Bill Muehlenberg, January 9, 2018

OK, the next US Presidential election is not scheduled for another few years, but the Party that lost the unlosable election in 2016 is already sniffing out possible candidates. And a speech at a Golden Globes ceremony may have given them what they are after: a leftwing celebrity messiah.
The Hollywood liberals were in a frenzy after talk show host Oprah Winfrey gave a speech the other day at the famous awards’ night. As one news report puts it:

Oprah Winfrey fans have lit up Twitter with calls for her to run for US president after the entertainment star gave an inspiring “new day” speech at the Golden Globes in support of those who have exposed sexual misconduct in Hollywood and beyond.
A surge of tweets carrying #Oprahforpresident and #Oprah2020 hashtags followed her speech, where Winfrey became the first African-American woman to receive a lifetime achievement award on Sunday.
Winfrey, an actress, movie and television producer, and chief executive of her OWN cable channel, is actively thinking about a run, CNN reported on Monday, citing two of her close friends. CNN did not name the friends, who it said had spoken on condition of anonymity. At least one emphasised that Winfrey had made no firm decision on a run.
Sunday’s award ceremony honoured Winfrey, 63, as a role model for women and a person who has promoted strong female characters. “In a 9 minute speech, @Oprah was more presidential than the current occupant of the White House has been for an entire year,” wrote Khary Penebaker, a member of the Democratic National Committee, on Twitter.

The mainstream media was fawning over her and her talk, and everyone now seems to have her written in as the next Democratic candidate for POTUS. The liberal NBC even tweeted “Nothing but respect for OUR future president. #GoldenGlobes.” They later had to embarrassingly retract the tweet.
Actually the whole evening was an embarrassment, as Hollywood lefties who for decades pushed sleaze, sexual immorality and soft-core porn onto the rest of us dressed in black to tell us how bad sexual harassment is. Well, yes it is bad, but the hypocrisy of the Hollyweird crowd is just too much to handle.

The same actresses who are now condemning strong, powerful men in Hollywood were just recently cozying up to them and singing their praises. Film director Roman Polanski was accused of rape, yet folks like Meryl Streep had sung his praises with a standing ovation. Oprah herself was seen cuddling up to Harvey Weinstein not long ago. On and on it goes.

This hypocrisy is typical of the Hollywood left. English commentator Melanie Phillips just wrote about this event. She says:

It’s hard to recall a more egregious display of vanity signalling than the black dress protest. It was “please snap me while I pose in my conscience”. MeToo! MeToo! 
Shortly before the awards there was a major crisis. Forget Iran, Syria or North Korea. So many Hollywood consciences needed to be on display that designers and stylists were reportedly running out of black attire and having to rush in more from their fashion bases in New York.

She continues:

The hypocrisy is epic. Many actors expressing such outrage use sexual chemistry to attract the predatory male movie executives they then profess to despise. They habitually wear outfits that leave little to the imagination, split upwards or downwards or utterly transparent. What’s more, many of the movies and TV series in which they appear, some of them having forgotten to put on any clothes at all, have long crossed the line into soft porn.
Among all the exaggerated outrage, however, there have been victims of real, horrific, sexual violence. Yet many of those blustering in black at the Globes knew about this behaviour but kept quiet about it in order not to jeopardise their careers.
When Roman Polanski won the Oscar for best director in 2003, he wasn’t present at the ceremony. He had fled to France after being charged in 1977 with rape, sodomy and other offences against a 13-year-old girl and had pleaded guilty to engaging in unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor.
When his award was announced, however, Meryl Streep, among others, leapt to her feet to give him a standing ovation. No matter: there she was at the Globes displaying her principles and courage by wearing a long black gown instead.
Where is this outrage going to draw a line? The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is in disarray over the fact that, having expelled Harvey Weinstein for his sexual aggression, they face similarly having to ban dozens of A-listers — Kevin Spacey, Dustin Hoffman, Ben Affleck and many more — who have also been outed (with some denials) in the Great Casting-Couch Terror.

Phillips concludes:

Millions of women around the world really do suffer in cultures where male violence towards women is a given; but on those victims, these Hollywood hypocrites are silent. In cultures they choose to present as victims of western colonialism, they simply ignore the all-too real oppression of women. They profess “solidarity” with oppressed women; but of course, it’s really all about themselves.”

Or as Ben Shapiro put it:

It wasn’t just Oprah: actor after actor stepped to the microphones and virtue signaled about the lack of female power in Hollywood. They all wore black dresses in solidarity with sexual abuse victims, and spoke in support of Time’s Up, a movement to end such abuse. All of which is great! Except that watching Hollywood decry sexual abuse feels like watching NFL executives decry concussions: these people have been making bank on a town that thrives on sexual abuse. Watching them fete themselves for their newfound heroism is galling, to say the least.
During Oprah’s speech (she of the multiple pictures kissing Harvey Weinstein), we watched a cutaway to Meryl Streep (she of “God, Harvey Weinstein” fame and the standing ovation for Roman Polanski). If that doesn’t say all that needs to be said about Hollywood, nothing does.
But we’re supposed to cheer Hollywood for its newfound wokeness. We’re supposed to pretend that their message of empowerment has nothing to do with being caught with their hands up skirts. We’re supposed to believe that these thoughtleaders who cheered Woody Allen just six years ago when he received a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Golden Globes should continue to be our thoughtleaders on issues of protection against sexual abusers. Spare me.

Matt Walsh concurs:

They all praised and befriended the predators and begged to be in their films when their career ambitions were best served by doing so. But now that Weinstein and his ilk are no longer useful, their former lickspittles are happy to jump on the dogpile. It’s phony. All of it. It’s a charade. It’s theater. These people are doing the only thing they know how to do: acting.

So all the black gowns, and the speech by Oprah – as moving as it might have been – were drenched in hypocrisy. As to Oprah, if she does indeed consider making a run for POTUS, we need to know more about her – we need to keep in mind what Oprah is really all about.

As I have documented before, she is actually the biggest promoter in the world of New Age baloney. See here for more on this: billmuehlenberg.com/2009/06/18/the-gospel-according-to-oprah/
As I said back then:

Who is the number one promoter of New Age philosophy in the world today? Is it Eckhart Tolle? Rhonda Byrne? Dan Brown? Marianne Williamson? Nope. The numero uno New Age evangelist is by far Oprah Winfrey. When Oprah says jump, people ask, ‘how high?’
Unquestionably, Oprah Winfrey is the most influential woman in the world today. The television show host, author, publisher, actress, philanthropist, and media personality is a multi-millionaire, and when she speaks, people – especially her legions of dedicated female followers – consider her utterances to be almost divine revelation.

And she is good buddies with many other powerful leftist celebs and politicians. But worse yet, she is good buddies with some of our most liberal and dodgy “Christian leaders” such as Rob Bell and Joel Osteen. As I have also documented, the beliefs of these three are incredibly similar. See these articles for starters:

billmuehlenberg.com/2014/04/07/bell-and-oprah-lovefest-no-surprises-here/
billmuehlenberg.com/2014/06/08/osteen-once-more/
As I said elsewhere, it would not surprise me if she did run, and she had someone like Osteen as her running mate. But, you say, they have no political experience. So what? Sadly so much of America is so dumbed down right now, so caught up in an entertainment culture, and so utterly obsessed with celebs, that they would lap up this dream team.
Two of the most popular folks in America right now who both share quite similar views on life. I would not be surprised at all if such a combination both ran and won – that is how bad America now has become. It worries me greatly to be honest.

But as I say, it is early days yet. But the hysteria about Oprah among the left right now is at fever pitch, and she may well be their messianic hope for 2020. Time will tell.

www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-09/oprah-for-president-winfrey-fans-urge-white-house-run/9313544 
mobile.wnd.com/2018/01/nbc-sees-oprah-as-our-future-president/#DIaDzeQXQOkPlywv.99 
www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/hollywood-hypocrites-feel-sorry-only-for-themselves/news-story/7c0e23207ea32057e828c51527d3c867?nk=4eb9eec5ef94761caf7b0f3843fb713f-1515459094 
www.dailywire.com/news/25522/few-thoughts-hollywoods-stunning-bravery-golden-ben-shapiro 
www.dailywire.com/news/25502/walsh-matt-walsh
More on Oprah – and Truth
https://billmuehlenberg.com/2018/01/10/more-on-oprah-and-truth/
By Bill Muehlenberg, January 10, 2018

Yesterday I wrote about how America’s left and the Hollywood jet set are all agog with the prospect that Oprah Winfrey might make for a great Democratic presidential candidate. As I pointed out, she is everything liberals and Hollyweirdians would love to see in the White House.
You can see my thoughts on all this here: billmuehlenberg.com/2018/01/09/oprah-potus-scary-thoughts/
I did however get some resistance to my piece on several fronts. For example, some claimed that it would never happen. Well, even more bizarre things have happened. And of course this is not the first time such talk has occurred. She has already toyed with the idea of running: www.dailywire.com/news/13995/oprah-maybe-ill-run-president-hank-berrien
And some other folks, claiming to be conservatives, asked what would be wrong with her as POTUS. Really? The simple truth is, Oprah is loved by the left because she is a doctrinaire liberal. Among other things, she is a pro-homosexual, pro-gun control, pro-Obama Democrat. She may not be as bad as Hillary, but she likely is as bad as Obama. She is not someone a conservative or Christian should consider supporting.

Then there is the appalling hypocrisy of her and her buddies at the Golden Globes ceremony with their black gowns on – pretending they are somehow worried about sexual harassment and the objectification of women. They may have worn black, but the amount of flesh on display makes you wonder just how concerned they are about being treated as sex objects.

As Matt Walsh pointed out:

While the media spends all week congratulating Hollywood for its moving performance at the Golden Globes, we should keep in mind that none of the people who took the stage or sat in that auditorium — not a single one of them — spoke out against Hollywood’s sex abuse problem prior to October of this past year. What changed in October? The problem became public knowledge, leaving every actor and actress in the business no choice but to finally “take a stand.” The common threads explaining both their silence and their conveniently timed, self-congratulatory protest are these: self-preservation and professional ambition.
www.dailywire.com/news/25502/walsh-matt-walsh
“Your truth” vs real truth
But the scariest thing about having someone like Oprah running for the White House – let alone actually getting in to it – is her worldview. As I have often documented, she is the world’s biggest promoter of the New Age mumbo jumbo. See these pieces for starters:

billmuehlenberg.com/2010/12/04/oprah-is-coming-to-town-be-very-afraid/
billmuehlenberg.com/2009/06/18/the-gospel-according-to-oprah/
Over the years she has promoted every New Age nutter there is. As I wrote in the first of those two articles:

As can be seen, every loopy sort of spirituality, occultism, and New Age foolishness is being promoted here. Of course there is only one thing missing from all this: the clear gospel message of Jesus Christ. Oprah is quite happy to flag every conceivable type of religion and spirituality except the one true message, which is Jesus Christ and him crucified for our sins.
But in Oprah’s worldview the work of Christ is totally unnecessary, because none of us are sinners. Instead, our problem is one of ignorance. We simply need to realise that we are already divine, and all our problems will be solved. In typical New Age fashion, Oprah presents us with a religion which is big on self, but small on truth.

And this demolition job on truth is perfectly reflected in the speech she just gave the other day. In it she said, apparently with a straight face: “speaking your truth is the most powerful tool we all have.” Oh really? YOUR truth? Whatever happened to THE truth?

But this of course is fully in line with New Age beliefs. Truth is relative. Truth is whatever you make it to be. Indeed, since you are god, or part of the divine, you create your own truth and you script your own reality. This is basic NAM teaching. And this is where Oprah is coming from.

So let’s just take her thoughts a bit further. If YOUR truth is all that matters, then of course there really is no such thing as truth. After all, unless there is transcendent, objective truth that we all can appeal to as we assess various truth claims, there is no way we can say one person’s truth is any better or any worse than another’s.

Then it simply comes down to who has more power. Those with more muscle can then silence those with less. If truth exists only in the mind of the beholder – like one’s personal preferences about flavours of ice cream – then real truth will not win out, but raw power.

Not only that, but we can never be in a place to say someone’s ideas are right or wrong – they just are. All we can do is just sit back and grin and bear it. After all, Hitler had HIS truth, so who am I to judge? Stalin had HIS truth, so I must simply acquiesce.

Getting closer to Hollywood and Oprah, Weinstein obviously had HIS truth, so why can he not do what he wants to do? If HIS truth is about using his power to sexually abuse and assault women, well, so what? At least he was running with HIS truth.

The idea that everyone has their own truth and that is the end of the matter is of course a recipe for disaster. And it is obviously self-refuting. As J. Warner Wallace put it, “Those who claim that truth is a matter of perception and opinion are proclaiming this as more than a matter of perspective and opinion. They would like us to believe that this definition is objectively true, even as they deny the existence of objective truth.”

New Agers like Oprah are absolutely sure that truth is not absolute. And they will insist on this absolutely! In which case we should just dismiss them as the fruit loops they are. As Roger Scruton rightly said, “A writer who says that there are no truths, or that all truth is ‘merely relative,’ is asking you not to believe him. So don’t.”

Truth is NOT what we happen to feel or prefer. Truth is what corresponds to reality. If something is true, it is true for all people, for all times, and for all places. It does not change. It is not a matter of personal taste and preference. We are welcome to have preferences on things like ice cream flavours, but not on facts.

As Daniel Patrick Moynihan said, “You’re entitled to your own opinion but you’re not entitled to your own facts.” To confuse your own subjective tastes with what is objectively true is how we end up in the mess we are now in, with Weinstein doing his thing, and Hollywood actresses and talk show hosts totally oblivious to the blatant hypocrisy and double standards they are employing.

If all this is bad enough in Hollywood, it will be just as bad – if not worse – if found in the White House. Oprah can remain a talk show host and push all the relativism, subjectivism and personal opinion she wants to. But that is not the sort of person we want running the United States.

Sure, I know that we have had plenty of presidents who have played fast and loose with the truth. But at least most of them would not have denied that objective truth exists. But folks like Oprah do. That makes them very dangerous indeed.

Let me conclude with some thoughts on the great damage such relativism and truth decay does to politics and society. Social commentator Michael Novak said this in his Templeton Prize Address, “Awakening from Nihilism”:

Totalitarianism, as Mussolini defined it, is . . . the will to power, unchecked by any regard for truth. To surrender the claims of truth upon humans is to surrender Earth to thugs. It is to make a mockery of those who endured agonies for truth and the hands of torturers. 
Vulgar relativism is an invisible gas, odorless, deadly, that is now polluting every free society on earth. It is a gas that attacks the central nervous system of moral striving. The most perilous threat to the free society today is, therefore, neither political nor economic. It is the poisonous, corrupting culture of relativism….
During the next hundred years, the question for those who love liberty is whether we can survive the most insidious and duplicitous attacks from within, from those who undermine the virtues of our people, doing in advance the work of the Father of Lies. “There is no such thing as truth,” they teach even the little ones. “Truth is bondage. Believe what seems right to you. There are as many truths as there are individuals. Follow your feelings. Do as you please. Get in touch with your self. Do what feels comfortable.” Those who speak in this way prepare the jails of the twenty-first century. They do the work of tyrants.
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