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The Healing of Families 

http://www.jesuscrucified.net/healingfamiliescritique.pdf
By Father Yozefu-B. Ssemakula
A powerful prayer approach to cleanse and heal the family... Copyright © 2014 by Healing of Families Ministries. All Rights Reserved. Your family is beset with problems. That is to say, it is a normal family. Since you are a believer in God you have most certainly prayed to God about many of these problems. And maybe you have had the joy of answered prayer for some, some respite for others, but there are still those problems that don't seem to go anywhere! Your image of God is seriously shaken because you don't understand why He doesn't seem to hear you on these particular issues. Your voice feels like a cry in the desert. This serious issue is addressed in a truly fresh and inspired book, “The Healing of Families”, by renowned author Father Yozefu-B. Ssemakula, who hails from Uganda, and is now ministering in the U.S. based in the Pensacola-Tallahassee diocese. His in-depth book is filled with powerful prayers to cleanse and heal the family. 
Fr. Ssemakula presents a simple, effective, and powerful prayer method for freeing you and your family from problems you have prayed about for a long time without results, including health issues. Through Father’s inspired book and seminar you will learn to distinguish between the true Cross of Christ that we have to carry for our salvation, Mt 16:24 (necessary suffering), and the false Cross, which is a simple captivity and oppression of God’s children, LK 4:18 (unnecessary suffering). God never wills evil and pain for us at any point in our lives. Evil and pain are interruptions of God’s plan for our lives Jeremiah 29:11, even if good can be extracted from them. 1 John 4:8 tells us: “God is love.” John 10:10 states: “I came that they might have life and have in abundantly.” God’s will is always good. When things turn out bad for us, it can never be the will of God. In Baptism, God pre-equipped us with all the tools we need to effectively deal with the majority of our problems. In reading Father’s book or attending a Healing of Families seminar you will understand how to use the tools of your Baptism to end recurrent problems in your lives.
Are Neal Lozano and Father Yozefu Okay for Catholics? 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=20208#more-20208
By Susan Brinkmann, March 22, 2013. 
A Concerned Mom writes: “I was wondering if you know anything about the book Unbound by Neal Lozano. He claims to be a Roman Catholic and is co-author of Deliverance from Evil Spirits with Rev. Michael Scanlan, T.O.R. 

I also wanted to know if it was ok to attend a seminar: The Healing of Families by Fr. Yozefu Ssemakula. I can’t find any information about this on Catholic sites.”
As you will read on this blog, Neal Lozano is a friend of our ministry and his book Unbound is fast becoming a classic for anyone who desires healing and freedom from any kind of bondage.

As for Fr. Yozefu Ssemakula, Michael Brown of Spirit Daily has written about him several times and notes nothing of concern for Catholics. Father Yozefu [Joseph] is the author of The Healing of Families in which he thoroughly explores the phenomenon of inter-generational sin and how to be healed of it.

A native Ugandan, Fr. Yozefu – Balikuddembe Ssemakula  was born in 1964, and ordained to the Catholic priesthood in 1993 in Kampala, Uganda. He served in Darfur, Sudan for ten years before coming to America where he is currently serving in the Diocese of Pensacola in Tallahassee, Florida.

Fr. Yozefu has written for the National Black Catholic Congress on several occasions and gives a good overview of both his book and what it contains. You can read more here and here.

NOTE: Some questions are being raised about the theology behind Fr. Yozefu’s presentation of generational healing and we are currently investigating this further. Stay tuned!

ADDENDUM 8/28/14 – Bishop Gregory L. Parkes has initiated a review of Fr. Yozefu’s book. Apparently, it was denied an Imprimatur due to theological errors once before, but he chose to publish it anyway. Considered to be “an incardinated priest in good standing in the diocese”, Bishop Parkes has requested a new review of his book to determine if an Imprimatur can be granted. If not, he will determine what steps will be taken next. Click here for more information!

Statement on Reverend Yozefu Ssemakula by Bishop Gregory Parkes (Pensacola)

http://www.ptdiocese.org/documents/Bishop/Ssemakula.pdf 
August 26, 2014

Fr. Yozefu’s Book under Review 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=32919#more-32919
By Susan Brinkmann, August 28, 2014
In response to numerous requests for clarification of theological errors contained in the book, Healing of Families, by Fr. Yozefu Ssemakula, the office of Bishop Gregory L. Parkes of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee has issued a statement announcing that the work is now under review. 

According to the statement, the book was previously denied an Imprimatur or Nihil Obstat by the former Archbishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Archbishop Thomas Wenski, due to theological errors. Father Yozefu was notified of these errors but decided to publish the book without the Imprimatur for reasons that are as yet unknown. However, the missive does clearly state that Fr. Yozefu is “an incardinated priest in good standing” with the diocese. Bishop Parkes goes on to say: “I have received various reviews from those who have attended his seminars, which are based on the content of his book. Some have found the seminars to be very helpful, while others have found his theological conclusions to be erroneous.” 

In response to requests from various people who want to know the Diocese’s position on Fr. Yozefu’s book and seminars, he has requested the Censor Liborum of his diocese to review the work “to determine if an Imprimatur and Nihil Obstat can be granted, and if not, what action should be taken.” 
Cautionary note on 'Healing of Families' book, seminars
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=23661
January 5, 2015

The Kentucky-based Fathers of Mercy have issued a cautionary statement about a controversial book: The Healing of Families, by Father Yozefu-B. Ssemakula.
The Fathers of Mercy, who specialize in preaching parish missions, explain that because their work frequently involves healing ministries, they are concerned about the “Healing of Families” seminars led by Father Ssemakula, a Ugandan-born priest now living in Florida.

While acknowledging that many people have benefited from Father Ssemakula’s work, the Fathers of Mercy voice concern about “theological contradictions and new spiritual teaching” in The Healing of Families.

The book, they point out, was published without ecclesiastical approval. Bishop Gregory Parkes of Pensacola, the diocese in which Father Ssemakula is now based, declined to approve the book, and has pointed out that the priest’s seminars are not endorsed by any American bishop.

In their critique of The Healing of Families, the Fathers of Mercy cite an over-emphasis on physical healing rather than spiritual renewal; neglect for the central role of Jesus Christ; and tendencies toward Gnosticism, Pelagianism, and Manicheanism.

About Fathers of Mercy Statement on Fr. Ssemakula's "Healing of Families"
http://te-deum.blogspot.com/2015/01/about-fathers-of-mercy-statement-on-fr.html  

January 9, 2015
On January 2, 2015, the Fathers of Mercy released an official statement on the "Healing of Families" by Fr. Yozefu-B Ssemakula.  If you follow that link you will see another link which opens a six-page synopsis of their concerns.  In the main link I provided, after reading the statement, you might want to read the dialogue taking place in the comment thread between readers and some of the priests.  While the statement released by the Fathers of Mercy is not magisterial, it carries considerable weight given the esteem these very solid priests have in Catholic circles. Their members speak at all kinds of venues, they do parish missions, have been on Catholic television and radio, and in media. Fr. William Casey and Fr. Wade Menezes of EWTN fame, are among their more notable members.

Back on August 26, 2014, Bishop Gregory Parkes released an official statement concerning the "Healing of Families." The request for an imprimatur by Fr. Ssemakula occurred while the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee was under the administration of Archbishop Thomas Wenski.  The Fathers of Mercy, in their statement, write (emphasis mine in bold):


A theological and spiritual work, like The Healing of Families, written by a Catholic priest, should not be published without ecclesiastical approbation.

• Fr. Ssemakula's work was reviewed and rejected for Church approval. Bishop Parkes' official statement: http://www.ptdiocese.org/documents/Bishop/Ssemakula.pdf. Despite the rejection due to theological errors, he still published it. 

• Fr. Ssemakula told attendees at the ‘clergy only conference’ in February of 2014, that his bishop had told him “there was no need for an imprimatur,” and there were [other] bishops who have offered him an imprimatur on his book. This was a misrepresentation of the truth; no imprimatur can be granted while there are theological errors. His book and ministry is currently under review once more by the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee.

That is troubling.

In both the statement of Bishop Parkes, and the Fathers of Mercy, they point out that there are some good things in the book that people find helpful. They can't simply dismiss theological errors on the basis that other things are helpful.  Even mushrooms which have good taste and important nutrients, can be poisonous.  I'm not saying Fr. Ssemakula's book is a poisonous mushroom, but merely making a point that theological error can be found in a book that has other components which are otherwise good. Theological error in a book is not a benign thing and can have harmful effects. Those harms may be hidden to the casual observer.
I'm going to pepper in a few of the bullet points from the statement, but do read the whole thing. 

Bullet 7:
Fr. Ssemakula's book makes the following statements: “Now, that suffering [of Jesus Christ] was willed by neither the Father nor the Son. What the Father willed was to save the world, not the death of His Son.” “He did not come to die, but to save, and ended up dying....” These statements are absolutely contrary to the Biblical prophesies of the Redemption being brought about through the suffering and death of the Messiah, and to the constant tradition of the Church and her saints.


Bullet 8: 
This book presents a distorted picture of our chief enemy – Satan/Lucifer/The Devil – giving him powers and “rights” that he does not possess, and at the same time, presenting him as desiring only to wreak havoc, pain and sufferings upon us (in this life), when in fact, Satan's true goal is our spiritual destruction by sin and eternal damnation.


Bullet 9: 
This book misrepresents the fact that God sometimes punishes us in this world, asserting rather that all evils/sufferings are “consequence[s] of sins.” This is clearly contrary to Scripture and Tradition, in which God uses sufferings to bring us back to Himself (our conversion), to correct our faults and free us from the effects of our sins (purification), and to unite us more closely to Himself in His Passion and Death (sanctification).


Bullet 11:
This book is replete with “proof-texting” – a serious misuse of Sacred Scripture in which passages are taken out of context in order to “prove” a point which is not supported by the clear meaning of the Scripture passages. There is also a severe lack of reference to the Catechism, Church Fathers, or the Saints.

In bullet 13, the statement explains how much of the "theology" in the book, "resemble ancient heresies": Manicheanism, Gnosticism, and Pelagianism (it explains those terms).
There are several bullets dealing with prayers made without faith, from praying a particular formula to saying the name of Jesus.  They explain that this is a form of superstition.  Faith has to be component.

In Bullet 20, it states: 
In the appendix, Fr. Ssemakula states that a priest cannot use the imprecatory prayer of Leo XIII without permission from his bishop, but that it CAN be used by the lay faithful because they have authority in their families. This is in direct contradiction to Church teaching. In 1985, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, gave the Church’s official clarification on the matter: “… it is not even licit that the faithful use the formula of exorcism against Satan and the fallen angels, extracted from the one published by order of the Supreme Pontiff Leo XIII, and even less that they use the integral text of this exorcism.” 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19850924_exorcism_en.html.
This is a clear example of how flawed Fr. Ssemakula’s teaching on authority is; his teaching on the individual’s authority to directly address the devil goes too far and potentially puts souls in serious harm’s way.


Later in the statement, the Fathers of Mercy discuss a list of reasons why they feel people find the program helpful and say these are not contrary to the faith.  After that list they explain: 
In terms of why this program works, at a very superficial level, these principles listed above are in keeping with good Catholic thought and teaching. Fr. Ssemakula is not totally wrong in his presentation and there are elements of Truth with a capital “T” found here. These are some of the reasons why we feel this book and program has produced such notable results. 

Finally, they conclude: 
While recognizing tremendous good that has resulted from the use of the Healing of Families book and program, the Fathers of Mercy have grave reservations regarding the tremendous theological errors, philosophical contradictions, and logical fallacies within the book and presented at the conferences. There has been much effort given to “working around” these errors and utilizing the program in its present form; however the errors are just too numerous and, in parts, dangerous to souls. For this reason we cannot recommend this book or program and in conscience must warn souls of the dangers it presents.

Among the preparers undersigned, is Fr. Ken Geraci, listed as a (Attendee and Former instructor of "Healing of Families"). He is one of the priests responding in the comment thread here. Reading that comment thread you understand how involved they were and why, now, they feel the need to distance themselves.
In that comment thread, someone dropped in a comment with a link to an in depth review of the book he did this past summer. See his comment with a link to the dropbox site where he has it stored online.
Please pray for Fr. Ssemakula and all of those struggling with this issue. Hopefully, he can update his book and teachings to fix what is broke.  People can have mistaken understandings and hopefully, that is all that is happening here and it can be resolved.


"Generational Healing" and "Family-Tree Healing"?

On a similar note, I think this would be an opportune time to mention the subject of "generational healing." That was addressed soundly by the Korean bishops in 2007 (see news story here).  The only thing I can find is this report.  It would have been good to get the entire statement in English if that is available.  In part, the report reads:
According to the directive, proponents of this practice believe that people inherit their ancestors´ sins, which cause chronic family problems. 

The proponents of "family-tree healing," also called "generational healing, argue that if people do not pray for their ancestors´ souls and offer Masses for the removal of their sins, these problems cannot be solved. 

Bishop Choi explains that "family-tree healing is a mixture of traditional Church teaching" on the souls of the dead and Oriental religious worldviews. "The belief that people inherit their ancestors´ sins is not part of the Catholic faith," he stresses. 

He points out that sins belong solely to the individual and cannot be inherited. 

Furthermore, baptism frees all Catholics from their past sins, even original sin, he points out.

Yeah. This is superstition. 


New Concerns about Fr. Ssemakula’s Healing of Families

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=36643 
By Susan Brinkmann, January 16, 2015

We have been following the case of Fr. Yozefu Ssemakula’s book, The Healing of Families, which has come under fire recently for serious theological errors. It is currently under review by ecclesiastical authorities in his diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee. The latest critique http://fathersofmercy.com/wp-content/uploads/Healing-of-Families-CPM-Statement.pdf of the book is coming from the Fathers of Mercy, a missionary order whose ranks include the popular author and EWTN host, Father Wade Menezes. 

“Various clergy and laypersons who we know have either read this book, or have attended seminars conducted by Fr. Ssemakula,” the Fathers states. “There are reports of great physical, emotional and spiritual healings in their families; despite the many healings reported, many concerns about theological contradictions and new spiritual teaching in the book have also been expressed. Because of their reports, we decided to take a closer look at the book.” 

The Fathers go on to cite numerous problems with the book, beginning with the fact that the book was denied an imprimatur http://www.ptdiocese.org/documents/Bishop/Ssemakula.pdf from his diocesan bishop, the Most Reverent Gregory Parkes. The reason for this is a host of theological errors such as portraying God as a kind of “helpless nice guy who is outmaneuvered by Satan”. The book also diminishes the mission of Christ to one of mostly healing rather than to win our salvation by His suffering and death on the cross. As a result, suffering is almost always presented in the book as being “unnecessary, and therefore wasted, and that it is outside of God’s will for us.” 

Fr. Ssemakula also teaches that the suffering of Jesus was willed by neither the Father nor the Son, that “He did not come to die, but to save, and ended up dying.” As the Fathers state, these statements are contrary to the Biblical prophecies of the Redemption being brought about through the suffering and death of the Messiah. The book was also found to be full of “proof-texting” – described by the Fathers as “a serious misuse of Sacred Scripture in which passages are taken out of context in order to ‘prove’ a point which is not supported by the clear meaning of the Scripture passages. There is also a severe lack of reference to the Catechism, Church Fathers, or the Saints.” Many other very serious concerns are outlined in the Fathers’ statement, which is well worth reading. This author reached out to Fr. Ssemakula for some indication of whether or not he would be willing to work with the diocese to correct theological errors in his book in order to receive an imprimatur, but he has not yet responded. We will continue to follow up on this as the situation warrants. 
Diocese Rules on Healing of Families 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=47047  

By Susan Brinkmann, January 29, 2016
According to a statement issued by Bishop Gregory L. Parkes of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Fr. Yozefu Ssemakula’s book, The Healing of Families, has not received an imprimatur; however, Father Ssemakula is “currently working to remedy the situation.” The diocese found that the book contained “errors with his text in the area of theology” and these concerns have been brought to Fr. Ssemakula’s attention. Bishop Parkes also commented on reviews he has received from persons who have attended seminars based on the book, saying some were very positive and some found his theological conclusions to be erroneous. The book was originally published without ecclesial approbation but may receive an imprimatur if the errors are corrected. Please click here http://ptdiocese.org/documents/2015/8/Updated%20Statement%20on%20Ssemakula.pdf to see the bishop’s letter. 
Bishop Issues Statement on Status of Fr. Yozefu Ssemakula
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=63188 
By Susan Brinkmann, April 10, 2018
There have been recent developments on the status of Father Yozefu Ssemakula, author of a book entitled, The Healing of Families, which has been the subject of controversy for several years.
The latest development is a letter issued by Bishop William A. Wack, CSC of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, in which he states that although Father Ssemakula’s book does not enjoy an imprimatur, this is because the Censor Liborum determined that an imprimatur was not necessary.

http://ptdiocese.org/documents/2018/1/Bishop-Bill-Statement-about-Rev-Yozefu.pdf - January 1, 2018

“Thus, no official acceptance or rejection of the book is given by me or my delegates,” the Bishop states.

This letter, dated January 1, 2018, declares Father Ssemakula to be a priest in good-standing with the diocese and that “we have no reservations about his ability to serve as a priest.”

The latest communique follows an earlier letter written in 2016 by former Pensacola-Tallahassee Bishop Gregory L. Parkes, who is now the Bishop of St. Petersburg. This letter informed the public that the book did not receive an imprimatur due to “errors with the text in the area of theology.” At the time, the bishop claimed that Father Ssemakula was “working to remedy the situation.”

Some of these theological errors [http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=36643] include diminishing the mission of Christ to one of healing more than of our salvation, presenting suffering as being “unnecessary” and outside of God’s will for us, and that the suffering of Jesus was not willed by either the Father or the Son.

Both Bishop Parkes and Bishop Wack indicate that they are aware of mixed reviews from the public who read the book and/or attend Father Ssemakula’s conferences.

Bishop Wack’s letter gives no indication of whether or not these errors have been corrected, only that he hopes God will “bless the work that Father Ssemakula is doing, and that those who attend his seminars or read his book will find the healing that we all seek.”
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HEALING THE FAMILY TREE AND GENERATIONAL HEALING
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