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MICHAEL PRABHU JUNE20, 2020
Why Christians shouldn’t jump on bandwagon of progressive groups like Black Lives Matter
This movement is not about giving justice to George Floyd, but about remaking society and creating a progressive utopia out of the ashes of the society that we now inhabit.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/why-christians-shouldnt-jump-on-bandwagon-of-progressive-groups-like-black-lives-matter
Jonathon Van Maren, June 5, 2020

For the past week and a half, social media has melted down into a dumpster fire of virtue-signalling, accusations, anger, and finger-pointing. If you didn’t black out your profile photo for #BlackOutTuesday, you were probably insufficiently committed to combatting racism. If you didn’t immediately embrace Black Lives Matter, it was your knee on George Floyd’s neck, too. If you refused to climb aboard the raucous bandwagon without first asking who was driving it, Christians of a certain type relished telling others that they were irredeemable racists. One gets the sense that running into a view that differed from their own made these Christians feel a bit persecuted, and relished their brief participation in the ranks of the oppressed.
What has been incredibly frustrating is that the narrative of a “divided America” is not really accurate in this specific instance. I’d wager that around 90% of Americans agree on two things: George Floyd was brutally murdered, and the perpetrator should be brought to justice; and looting and burning down cities is wrong. Responding to a murder by creating more suffering is obviously not the answer, and people of good faith agree on that. We can all agree on these two basic facts, which means that in reality, we should have much common ground to work from.

But that discussion isn’t happening. One of the reasons for that is because every social justice grifter in America is hitching their bandwagon to George Floyd’s hearse. I can say, heartily, that black lives matter. I don’t agree with those who insist on responding with “all lives matter,” because I understand that attention should be focused on the injustice at hand. As a pro-life activist, I believe that all lives matter but spend much of my time focusing on pre-born lives. We don’t need to talk about every injustice in order to speak about any injustice. I also disagree with those who insist on dredging up George Floyd’s past. Regardless of who he was and what he did, he did not deserve to die with a knee on his neck in the street, and the enthusiastic discussion of his criminal record is often an attempt to deflect from the crime at hand.

With all of that said, however, I cannot support the organization Black Lives Matter. As I’ve noted before, their guiding principles include the promotion of the LGBT agenda and new and radical interpretations of gender (they want to “dismantle cis-gender privilege,” for example.) Their leaders are, without exception, radically pro-abortion. If Black Lives Matter was simply about seeking justice for George Floyd and Ahmoud Ahmary and Philando Castille, I would be happy to voice my support without qualification. But this movement is not simply about that. It is about remaking society and creating a progressive utopia out of the ashes of the society that we now inhabit. And that is why I cannot climb onto a bandwagon when folks with those beliefs are the ones driving it.
It has been frankly exhausting to watch progressives accuse anyone who refuses to parrot their lines as racist, when those progressives—those who have not completely relinquished grip on reality—know that this is not true. Racism is real, it is present, and anyone who doubts that should listen to the experiences of folks like Republican Senator Tim Scott. We should have a conversation about racism, and we should take meaningful steps to address it. I think that a majority of Americans agree on this, and that much progress could be possible. But because political opportunists and media carpetbaggers insist on an agenda that encompasses every imaginable social issue, the common ground has been deliberately torched—and anybody who tries to say “I agree with this and not that” is shouted down as a racist. 

The vast majority of Americans were horrified by George Floyd’s death. The vast majority of Americans are willing to listen to real solutions (if they were proposed.) But because many social justice warriors and progressives insist that to talk about anything we must talk about everything—including issues where we vehemently disagree—the common ground vanishes, the discussion disintegrates, and nothing gets done. The two positions are not “people who do not want to address racism” and “let’s defund the police force and break the gender binary.” There is a huge amount of space between those positions, and that is where most of us are. It is a crying shame that the silent majority is being ignored.
How rioters and vandals are using George Floyd’s murder to destroy America
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/how-rioters-and-vandals-are-using-george-floyds-murder-to-destroy-america
Jonathon Van Maren, June 3, 2020

“The mob should be the simplest element of humanity, because it is the deepest; it is the sub-consciousness of society,” G.K. Chesterton once wrote. “That is why it rises so rarely to the surface; and that is why, when it does rise, it is as awful as the unveiling of a god.”
The chilling truth in Chesterton’s statement is being made manifest in over thirty cities across America as looting, rioting, and violence rage night after night in response to the murder of George Floyd, who died on the pavement as a Minneapolis police officer crushed his neck with an unyielding knee. First there were protests of genuine outrage and cries for justice. Now, with the officer arrested and charged with murder, the protests have turned into something different. Heartbreaking videos of protesters begging rioters to stop smashing store windows, to stop looting, to stop destroying are circulating on Twitter — but the vandals carry on.

It is hard to believe that these scenes are unfolding on American streets. St. John’s Church across from the White House, where every president since James Madison has worshiped, was set on fire. The Lincoln Memorial was vandalized with graffiti. So was the World War II Memorial. Businesses from Philadelphia to New York City have been destroyed, robbed, and set ablaze. Some of those attempting to protect their businesses have been brutally beaten. At least 25 cities have imposed curfews and activated the National Guard, and the national death toll of the riots is rising.

George Floyd was a Christian, and he would have wanted none of this. His family and many others in the black community have already begged the rioters to stand down. But for the rioters — Antifa activists, revolutionaries, and even purportedly some white supremacists — destruction is not a means to an end. It is the point. It is the system they seek to destroy, so everything must burn. These feral gangs roaming the streets of America’s mightiest cities, pillaging while the police stand by helplessly, want a new America — one that must rise from the ashes of the one they are burning.

Many people have been posting videos featuring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speeches calling for nonviolent resistance to injustice and condemning rioting. His aspirational words seem almost cruelly out of reach, and there is a reason for that. The America of Dr. King — one rife with racism and injustice, yes, but his America, too — still largely shared the belief that the moral principles of Christianity are true and necessary. What values could be appealed to that both a segregationist and a sharecropper might give heed to? Those of the Bible. Dr. King infused his speeches with Scripture, with spiritual songs, with calls to repentance and righteousness. He did so knowing that those who denied him his rights claimed to worship the same God.

I have had the opportunity to speak with many who lived through those turbulent times. Ruby Bridges, the first African-American child to desegregate the all-white William Frantz Elementary School in Louisiana in 1960 (famously immortalized by Norman Rockwell), told me she survived the gauntlets of screaming, angry white parents each morning on the way to school by praying for them. James Zwerg, a young university student who joined the Freedom Rides who was almost beaten to death by segregationists in Montgomery, Alabama, told me it was the Christian nature of the cause and of nonviolence that led him to join the civil rights movement. The civil rights movement was a movement organized and led out of the churches, often by pastors — and despite theological differences, they could and did appeal to their fellow Americans with the teachings of Christ and Scripture.

That common ground has now all but vanished. While there were praying protesters following the death of George Floyd, the rioters who now dominate the streets have no use for Floyd’s Christianity. There is now only joyful nihilism and the opportunism of carpetbaggers seeking to plunder while America’s social fabric tears apart on live TV. Even some of those who claim to be demanding justice for George Floyd — something we should all crave — are actually seeking much more. One of the “Guiding Principles” of the Black Lives Matter platform reads as follows: “We are committed to disrupting the Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by supporting each other as extended families and ‘villages’ that collectively care for one another, and especially ‘our’ children to the degree that mothers, parents and children are comfortable.” Dr. King would recognize their rage at injustice. He did not share their vision of America.

Where does America go from here? It is impossible to say. The chaos is edging dangerously close to civil war, and the common ground of Christianity has caved into a yawning chasm, swallowing those begging for nuance, for constructive dialogue, for restraint, for reform rather than revolution. On either side of the chasm are those who shout but cannot hear each other. One side demands a radical transformation of the American republic, a new progressive experiment to replace that of the Founders. The other side often responds in anger and fear to what is perceived as a growing threat to the established order, with all of its flaws and injustices and shortcomings. America’s conscience was once a Christian one. It has disappeared, and in its void lives an unspeakably dangerous schizophrenia.

The solution is not reformation. It is not revolution. It is revival.
Civil rights leader: Marxist philosophy of Black Lives Matter org will harm our communities

There is a difference between protestors and the leaders of the Black Lives Matter organization.
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/civil-rights-leader-marxist-philosophy-of-black-lives-matter-org-will-harm-our-communities 

Dorothy Cummings McLean, Washington, June 20, 2020 
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A BLM sticker at Union Station in Washington, D.C., combining the pro-LGBT rainbow flag and the transgenderism flag
A black civil rights leader has stated that the black community will be harmed by the goals of the Black Lives Matter organization. 
Niger Innis, the National Chairman of the Congress of Racial Equality, told EWTN host Raymond Arroyo last night that he distinguishes the Black Lives Matter (BLM) organizational leadership from most of the protesters. The majority of the protesters, he said, have their heart and soul “in the right place.” However, there is a difference between them and the leaders who run the Black Lives Matter organization.

“Alicia Garza says she is a Marxist,” Innis reported, referring to one of the founders of the organization Black Lives Matter. Innis noted that defunding the police is “just at the beginning” of what the BLM organization wants. 

He brought Arroyo’s attention to two planks of the BLM’s manifesto. The first brags of attacking the traditional family.

“We disrupt the Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by supporting each other as extended families and ‘villages’ that collectively care for one another, especially our children, to the degree that mothers, parents, and children are comfortable,” it reads.  

The second plank Innis pointed to underscored the LGBT ideology of the movement: “We foster a queer‐affirming network. When we gather, we do so with the intention of freeing ourselves from the tight grip of heteronormative thinking, or rather, the belief that all in the world are heterosexual (unless s/he or they disclose otherwise).” 

Innis said that these ideas do “nothing” to help black people in America.

“These agenda items [show] a Marxist mentality that…does nothing for the black community,” he stated. 

“It does nothing to advance racial equality. [Causing] the disruption of the nuclear family is a clear and present danger to the black community.”

Fatherlessness, Innis and Arroyo agreed, represents a crisis for all races. The civil rights leader said that disrupting the family is “going to hold black people back.” 

Regarding Black Lives Matter's most famous goal, defunding police services, Innis said that the black community does not actually want less police.

“They want less bad police,” he emphasized and said that there are “bad apples” in every profession. Innis told Arroyo that the black community wants more police, more police engagement, more police intervention, and more partnership with the police. 

‘Their experiences are real’
Arroyo also interviewed Monsignor Charles Pope and Pastor Marc Little. Monsignor Pope is the pastor of an African-American church in Washington, D.C., and he says that his black parishioners have a “shared grief” over their experiences of racial injustice.

“Their experiences are real,” he said. 

Msgr. Pope recently led a rosary procession of vowed religious and laypeople to pray for healing from racism in the wider community. He believes that the protests in the wake of the George Floyd killing are “too politicized.” 

“Too much of this is about the president,” the monsignor said. “This [should be] about George Floyd, the people he represents in terms of experience with the police.”

Msgr. Pope, too, blamed the breakdown of the family for breakdowns in community life. 
“The breakup of the family is the nuclear fission of civilization,” he said. 

“The individual is not the basic unit of society: the family is.”

“You split the family, like you split the atom, and tremendous destructive potential goes out in all directions. And if it's not reined in, it will lay everything waste.”

The decentralization of Christianity in society has also played a role, the priest said. He observed that civil leaders were permitting protests but not prayer in churches. 

“Protest has its place, but prayer has its place,” he insisted. 

Pastor Marc Little, an attorney and pastor of No Longer Bound Abortion & Miscarriage Recovery Ministry, told Arroyo that in the wake of the protests pastors must be “truth-tellers.” 

“What we’re experiencing right now is not about race,” he said. 

“It is a spiritual matter. We have an organization that is leading us into anarchy.” 

Little noted that the Black Lives Matter organization had not honored a retired black police chief killed in the recent protests, David Dorn, 77, or “20 million babies aborted.” 

“So it’s not about race,” Little said. “It’s about power.” 
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