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MICHAEL PRABHU JUNE 17, 2021
This is an excerpt, Chapter 41, from my 2021 Compendium “The Spiritual Deceptions of the New Age Movement and What the Catholic Church has Pronounced on Them”
PERSONALITY-TYPING DEVICES   

"A major deception in the church today is the so-called spiritual application of pseudo-psychological temperament theory for individual personality assessment, which in actuality is derived from pagan and occultic philosophies. (The ‘temperament’ can be defined as the unique mental and emotional disposition identifiable as the personality.) 

The study of the temperaments, which are man-centered, self-oriented, and psycho-paganistic, are being offered to the unwitting as a sophisticated, almost magical way to understand our deepest natures and our personality type. 

In actuality, Christians could be unknowingly lured into the occult by practicing the temperaments and other New Age personality typologies.

The underlying basis for the four temperament types (Sanguine, Choleric, Phlegmatic, and Melancholy) is in ancient astrology, which is defined by the Bible as divination… 

The casual observance of temperament/personality types brings to memory a time 20 years ago when the most popular question to ask was, ‘What’s your sign?’ Now the question is, ‘What’s your temperament type?’ 

Psychological systems for explaining and understanding man’s essence tend to replace relationship with the Lord Jesus with formulas and techniques. Because of the system’s pagan nature and the errors involved, a Christian may come into the bondage of trying to fix himself up through modifying his weaknesses and exercising his strengths, rather than allowing the Holy Spirit to work in His way.

Whatever the label Christians will give to the latest fad in New Age personality systems, its origins can be traced to ancient pagan philosophy or occult religions, not the Bible." 

(http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/temper.htm)
The Myers-Briggs Temperament Indicator (MBTI)
The “T” in MBTI is sometimes expanded as “Type”  

Origins and development 
"Beware of all types of personality and temperament assessment tests… The most popular of all, the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, was created in the 1940′s by a Pennsylvania housewife who thought it could bring about world peace. (I’m not making this up.) The test is administered by 89 of Fortune 100 companies today even though as many as three-quarters of test takers achieve a different personality type when tested again. Perhaps this is because the sixteen so-called ‘types’ described by Myers-Briggs have no scientific basis.
"Scott E. Provost, who reviewed the excellent book by Annie Murphy Paul entitled The Cult of Personality: How Personality Tests are Leading us to Miseducate our Children, Mismanage our Companies and Misunderstand Ourselves says, “Most, if not all, ordinary individuals who are subjected to personality tests either as a condition of employment or as mandated by court order are powerless to protect themselves from the damage of being condemned to a one-dimensional label. Despite the evidence that many personality tests lack reliability and validity, they are unlikely to disappear from use in corporations, courts, schools, and other institutions in the near future. The take-home point, therefore, is caveat emptor (buyer beware).

As the Pontifical Document, Jesus Christ the Bearer of the Water of Life, warns about the Enneagram, ‘…when used as a means of spiritual growth, introduces an ambiguity in the doctrine and the life of the Christian faith.’ (Sec. 1.4)" 

(Beware of Personality and Temperament assessment Tests, Susan Brinkmann, https://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=459) 

New Age

The MBTI was at one time extensively used by the Anglican Church in Canada to “type” the personalities of individuals. 
Recalls the Rev. Ed Hird, the former Chairman of the Anglican Renewal Ministries (ARM): 
"Through listening to the tapes by Leanne Payne and Dr. Jeffrey Satinover from the 1995 Kelowna Prayer Conference, I came across some new data that challenged me to do some rethinking about the Jungian nature of the MBTI used in the current ARM Canada Leadership Training Institutes. 
Dr. Jeffrey Satinover’s critique of Jungianism came with unique credibility, given his background as an eminent Jungian scholar, analyst, and past President of the C.G. Jung Foundation. I began to do some reading on Carl Jung, and mailed each ARM Board member a copy of the two audio tapes by Payne and Satinover. The ARM Board at our April 1996 meeting took an initial look at the Jungian nature of the MBTI, and whether we should continue to use the MBTI in our LTIs. Our Board agreed to do some investigating on this topic and report back with some information to discuss at the November 1996 Board meeting.

Currently approximately two and a half million people are ‘initiated’ each year into the MBTI process. According to Peter B. Myers, it is now the most extensively used personality instrument in history.

One of the key questions for the ARM Board to settle was whether the MBTI is an integral part of Jungian neo-gnosticism, or alternately, that it may be a detachable benevolent portion of Jung’s philosophy in an otherwise suspect context. To use a visual picture, is the MBTI the ‘marijuana’, the low-level entry drug that potentially opens the door to the more hard-core Jungian involvement, or is it just a harmless sugar tablet?" 

(Carl Jung, Neo-Gnosticism, and the Myers-Briggs Temperament Indicator, https://edhird.com/tag/dr-jeffrey-satinover/)  
The Anglican Renewal Ministries, Canada, decided in November 1997 after much prayer and reflection to no longer use the MBTI in the Clergy and Lay Leadership Training Institutes.
"The MBTI is similar to the Enneagram (read chapter 40) in that it is derived from Jungian psychology. 

To quote from a MBTI website: Personality Type or Psychological Type are terms most commonly associated with the model of personality development created by Isabel Briggs Myers, the author of the world’s most widely used personality inventory, the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator. Myers’ and her mother, Katharine Briggs, developed their model and inventory around the ideas and theories of psychologist Carl Jung, a contemporary of Sigmund Freud and a leading exponent of Gestalt personality theory (read chapter 33).
"Beginning in the early 1940’s, Briggs & Myers extended Jung’s model with the initial development of the MBTI. They put Jung’s concepts into language that could be understood and used by the average person. Isabel Myers’ book “Gifts Differing”, published posthumously in 1980, provided a comprehensive introduction to the Jung/Myers theory. Myers’ book and her philosophy of celebrating human diversity anticipated the workplace diversity movement.

Jungian psychology, in general, needs to always be suspect for a Catholic given Jung’s person philosophies that included and occult influence and other cosmologies and worldviews inconsistent with Catholicism." 
(Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM, http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=180) 
"The (U.S.) National Conference of Catholic Bishops’ belated recognition that the enneagram is a threat to sound Catholic spiritual formation opens up the possibility that the American bishops will have to undertake a similar, if not harder, and more comprehensive, examination of the vast influence of Carl Jung in supposedly Catholic spirituality programs. As a Canadian Anglican, the Rev. Ed Hird, past national chairman of Anglican Renewal Ministries in Canada, wrote in March 1998, Jung, the enneagram, and the Myers-Briggs personality test – which almost all dioceses use to evaluate potential seminarians and ‘pastoral leaders’ – are all connected, the latter two intimately connected to Jung’s work to deconstruct traditional Christianity." 

(https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=3341)   

"A most helpful resource in analyzing the MBTI is the booklet by Rev. Robert Innes, of St. John’s College, Durham, entitled Personality Indicators and the Spiritual Life. Innes focused on “the two indicators most widely used by Christian groups – Myers-Briggs and the Enneagram.
"In Isabel Briggs-Myers’ book Introduction to Type (1983), she comments that the MBTI is ‘based on Jung’s theory of psychological types.’ In the book People Types and Tiger Stripes written by Jungian practitioner Dr. Gordon Lawrence, he states that ‘The (MBTI) Indicator was developed specifically to carry Carl Jung’s theory of type into practical application.’ 
In the book on personality indicators, Robert Innes comments that ‘Carl Jung’s psychology lies behind…the MBTI’.
The Buros Mental Measurement YearBook (1989, 10th Edition) notes that the MBTI ‘...is a construct-oriented test that is inextricably linked with Jung’s (1923) theory of psychological types.’ Mario Bergner of Pastoral Care Ministries observed that ‘of all the different types of psychological testing, forced choice tests (such as the MBTI) are considered the least valid.’ More specifically, Bergner noted that ‘the validity of the MBTI is at zero because the test is based on a Jungian understanding of the soul which cannot be measured for good or bad’.

The MBTI conceptually leads to Taoism… Consistently Jung teaches about reconciliation of opposites, even of good and evil. Being influenced as well by the Yin-Yang of Taoism, Jung believed that ‘Everything requires for its existence its opposite, or it fades into nothingness’.
"It would not be too far off to describe Jung as a gnostic Taoist. In Psychological Types, Jung comments that ‘The Indian (Brahman-Atman teaching) conception teaches liberation from the opposites, by which every sort of affective style and emotional hold to the object is understood... Yoga is a method by which the libido is systematically ‘drawn in’ and thereby released from the bondage of opposites’. 

Jung was also a strong promoter of the occultic mandala (read chapter 71)… Sun worship, as personified in the mandala, is perhaps the key to fully understanding Jung. Jung taught that the mandala was ‘the simplest model of a concept of wholeness, and one which spontaneously arises in the mind as a representation of the struggle and reconciliation of opposites.’
"In conclusion, to endorse the MBTI is to endorse Jung’s book Psychological Types, since the MBTI proponents consistently say that the MBTI ‘was developed specifically to carry Carl Jung’s theory of types into practical application’.

Symbolically, the MBTI can be thought of as a “freeze-dried” version of Jung’s Psychological Types (1921). Since PT teaches extensively about Jung’s archetypes and collective unconscious, it seems clear to me that to endorse the ‘freeze-dried’ MBTI is ultimately to endorse Jung’s archetypal, occultic philosophy." 

(Carl Jung, Neo-Gnosticism, and the Myers-Briggs Temperament Indicator, Rev. Ed Hird, https://edhird.com/tag/dr-jeffrey-satinover/) 
"The overwhelming majority of Christians have probably never heard of C. G. Jung, but his influence in the church is vast and affects sermons, books, and activities, such as the prolific use of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator by seminaries and missionary organizations. Christians need to learn enough about Jung and his teachings to be warned and wary. 
"Jung’s legacy to ‘Christian psychology’ is both direct and indirect. Some professing Christians, who have been influenced by Jung’s teachings, integrate aspects of Jungian theory into their own practice of psychotherapy. They may incorporate his notions regarding personality types, the personal unconscious, dream analysis (read chapter 55), and various archetypes in their own attempt to understand and counsel their clients. Other Christians have been influenced more indirectly as they have engaged in inner healing, followed 12-step programs (read chapter 95), or taken the MBTI, which is based on Jung’s personality types and incorporates his theories of introversion and extroversion. Because Jung turned psychoanalysis into a type of religion, he is also considered to be a transpersonal psychologist as well as a psychoanalytical theorist. He delved deeply into the occult, practiced necromancy, and had daily contact with disembodied spirits, which he called archetypes. Much of what he wrote was inspired by such entities. Jung had his own familiar spirit whom he called Philemon. At first he thought Philemon was part of his own psyche, but later on he found that Philemon was more than an expression of his own inner self… One can see why Jung is so very popular among New Agers." 

(http://www.psychoheresy-aware.org/jungleg.html) 
Both, the Enneagram and MBTI, are “Jungian” and have occult associations. Keep in mind that Carl Jung is ranked as New Ager number 2 in the 2003 Pontifical Document on the New Age. (JCBWL Notes 15)
JCBWL: Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life, A Christian Reflection on the New Age
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