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The Novus Ordo Mass
By Catholic apologist John Martignoni
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Q: How do you feel about the “Novus Ordo” in relation to the old “Traditional Mass” (Tridentine) and what is your stance?

In my search for “Truth”….going to Mass, Bible study, listening to your CD’s, reading books on my own (Catholic) and internet, especially…I have come across some interesting websites, speaking of the “Novus Ordo Mass”…and I am getting confused. I hope you can shed some light for me. -Bert

A: When I was relatively new in my return to the Faith, I received a bunch of literature in the mail that really confused me. Things that said the Novus Ordo was not valid, that the Pope wasn’t really the Pope, that Vatican Council II wasn’t a real council, and a bunch of other stuff along those lines. It had me pretty bothered for a few weeks, until I realized that all the stuff they were saying was such that I would basically have to have a Ph.D. in Theology, be fluent in Latin, be an expert in Canon Law, and a whole bunch of other things in order to even have a chance of verifying what all these folks were saying, much less be certain about any of it. So, I asked myself, “Would God set things up so that I would have to be an expert in all of these things in order to know the truth that He wants me to know?” The answer came back, “No.” And, I was no longer confused or upset. I knew immediately to reject that which was causing the confusion. God is not a God of confusion.

One of the early Church Fathers said, where Peter is, there is the Church. The Mass was promulgated by the Pope. If the Pope is indeed infallible, as all the folks writing the stuff you described believe him to be, then when he promulgated the Novus Ordo, to the entire Church, it had to be free from doctrinal error. If it’s not free from doctrinal error, then the Pope is not infallible, and we are basically left with a situation of every man for himself…just like the Protestants. 


I had one of these guys who believes all of this stuff write me some emails. He said I was wrong to believe the Novus Ordo was valid and other things along those lines, and gave me a couple of websites that he said I needed to go to and read to see if what he was saying was true. I asked him five questions:

1) Vatican Council I dogmatically defined the teaching on the infallibility of the Pope. Do you believe the teaching of Vatican Council I? He said, “Yes.”


2) Therefore, based on the teaching of Vatican Council I, who has final authority to decide on matters of faith and morals? He said, “The Pope.”


3) Are issues relating to the Mass issues of faith? 
He said, “Yes.”


4) Do the guys who run this website have more authority than the Pope to decide on matters of faith and morals? 
He said, “No.”


5) Why, then, should I listen to what these guys who run these websites say over what the Pope says regarding the Mass? He had no answer, but he got very angry with me.


Ask those questions to anyone who is telling you that the Novus Ordo is not valid or contains errors or any such thing. They cannot answer them and be consistent in their Faith. They either have to say the Pope is not infallible (which is heretical), or they have to say that the Mass is not about a matter of faith (which is ridiculous), or they have to say that someone other than the Pope has the final say in matters of faith and morals (which is thoroughly Protestant). 


Basically, I boil it down to this: 
Who do you listen to on matters of faith and morals? The successor of Peter, or some guys who write a book or run a website? Let’s say, for example, that you die and go to Heaven, and God says, “Why did you go to the invalid Novus Ordo Mass?” And you answer, “Because the guy You told me to listen to in the Church You established said it was okay,” what do you think God would say? However, if you die and go to Heaven, and God says: “Why did you believe that My Novus Ordo Mass was invalid?” And you answer, “Because some guy at this website said so,” what do you think God would say? 


I am more than happy to take my chances with the former situation. I wouldn’t ever want to find myself in the latter situation.
http://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/49-apologetics-for-the-masses-issue-41
The last newsletter, with my comments about folks who trash the Novus Ordo Mass, resulted in a few emails. So, I would like to take this opportunity to clear up something. In that newsletter, I spoke of those who say “the Novus Ordo Mass [is] not valid, that the Pope [isn’t] really the Pope, that Vatican Council II wasn’t a real council, and a bunch of other stuff along those lines.” And then I made some comments about the Novus Ordo Mass being free from doctrinal error.


Two things: 1) I want to make clear that those comments were directed primarily at folks who would commonly be called schismatics, not folks who would commonly be referred to as “Traditionalists.” Schismatics are those who have broken from the one true Church of Christ, whether they admit it or not. Traditionalists, however, are Catholics in good standing with the Church. Most folks I know who are Traditionalists, do not say there is currently no valid Pope, or that Vatican II was a false council, or that the Novus Ordo Mass contains doctrinal error, as do most schismatics that I have come across. 


These folks who call themselves Traditionalists, simply prefer the Tridentine Mass to the Novus Ordo Mass. They believe that the Novus Ordo Mass has some problems with it, not doctrinal errors per se, but flaws that lead to doctrinal confusion. They simply believe the Novus Ordo is bad liturgy. That does not affect their standing within the Church. 


2) I am not saying that the Novus Ordo Mass is perfect and cannot be improved upon. However, I am not an expert in the field of liturgy, and will not venture any more deeply into that subject. What I am saying, is that there are no doctrinal errors in the Mass. There may be bad liturgy… again, I am not saying yea or nay to that… there may be things that lead to doctrinal confusion… I am not saying yea or nay to that… I am simply saying that it is free from doctrinal error. Nothing more.
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