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The Pan-Amazonian Synod, a serious ecclesiastical abuse of power
https://panamazonsynodwatch.info/editorial/editorial-3/  

By Julio Loredo de Izcue, May 18, 2019
When Our Lord Jesus Christ said that we must give to God what belongs to God and to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, He established a clear distinction between Church and State. Distinction, not separation. They are two different societies by nature and purpose, even though, as Pope Leo XIII said, they were “happily united in concord and friendly interchange of good offices.”
The Church has direct authority over spiritual things, and indirect authority over temporal things related to faith and morals. It has no competence in the strictly scientific or technical field.

Yet the pontificate of Pope Francis seems to have ushered in a new style of all-out interventionism. This is very clear in terms of ecology, in which the Pontiff seems to have embraced the most radical currents to the point of proposing them as Church teaching. Without denying that there are moral and therefore theological implications in today’s debate on ecology, it is based on strictly scientific questions in which the Church cannot and must not intervene.

In the encyclical Laudato Si, for the first time in history, a Pope sided in a scientific debate: that of ‘human-induced’ global warming about which scientists discuss without reaching a consensus. The encyclical then pontificates on topics such as drinking water, the melting of the ice caps, biodiversity, carbon dioxide, and even methane gas emissions into the atmosphere.

This tendency to intervene in scientific questions related to ecology has worsened with the convocation of the Extraordinary Synod for the Pan-Amazon region, to be held in Rome in October.

In a recent meeting of the Tropical Forest Alliance, held in Bogotá, Colombia, at the beginning of May, Peruvian Cardinal Pedro Barreto, vice president of the Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network, railed against deforestation of the Amazon showing data and numbers that were questionable or could be interpreted differently. According to the cardinal, the Amazon is on the verge of extinction: “In a year’s time we will see very serious consequences.”
The solution, according to Cardinal Barretto, must be inspired by the indigenous lifestyles of the Amazon tribes, who therefore must not be evangelized or assimilated to our culture. Indeed, it is we who must learn from them: “Before we thought we would bring a message to the Indians so they would become like us. Now we have realized that we have to learn from them. They are not the ones to be converted, but we.”

In the Preparatory Document for the Pan-Amazon Synod, on the pretext of attaining “integral ecology,” the Vatican intervenes in matters that are beyond its competence.

An example is calling the Amazon the “lung of the planet.” In reality, as Dr. Evaristo Miranda states, “in the Amazon, oxygen production is equivalent to its consumption by the vegetation through transpiration. Its dynamic contribution is equivalent to zero.”

The Document then intervenes in questions in which the last word should belong to economists or sociologists: the mining industry, oil extraction, deforestation, the use of chemical products in agriculture, the contamination of rivers, hydroelectric power plants, and so on.

The Synod Preparatory Document also intervenes in strictly political issues, such as that of national borders. By stating that the Amazon is an area common to many South American countries, the Vatican document proposes “Recognizing the Amazon territory as a basin, by transcending the borders between countries.” This is the first step to declare the Amazon an “international territory”.

All this is very worrying, especially given the radical ecologist inspiration that seems to be guiding Pope Francis’ positions.
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