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MICHAEL PRABHU, AUGUST 25, 2020
The priest who was not. Fr. Matthew Hood.
The great danger in liturgical innovation
For Fr. Hood, finding out his baptism — and ordination — were invalid a blessing in disguise
https://detroitcatholic.com/news/mike-stechschulte/for-fr-hood-finding-out-his-baptism-and-ordination-were-invalid-a-blessing-in-disguise
Michael Stechschulte, Utica, Detroit, August 22, 2020
With surreal two weeks behind him, St. Lawrence associate pastor wants to help others affected by ‘strange and painful’ sacramental fallout
The first emotion was shock. Then came sadness. And the third — two weeks later — was déjà vu.

The past two weeks have been a roller coaster for Fr. Matthew Hood, who was ordained to the priesthood — some might say for the second time, but in reality, for the first — on August 17, 2020, for the Archdiocese of Detroit.

Fr. Hood’s world was turned upside down August 6, when the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a doctrinal note ruling that baptisms using an altered formula — specifically, those using the phrase, “We baptize you …” instead of the Church’s ancient prayer, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” — are invalid.

Thirty years ago, that was the formula a deacon used to baptize Fr. Hood — then an infant — at St. Anastasia Parish in Troy.
“It was devastating for me to find that out,” Fr. Hood told Detroit Catholic. “It meant I wasn’t baptized, and I hadn’t received any of my other sacraments — first Communion, confirmation or ordination to the diaconate or the priesthood.”

In other words, he wasn’t actually a priest.

According to sacramental theology, only a baptized Catholic can validly receive the other sacraments, since baptism is the means by which a person enters the Church and is incorporated into the body of Christ.

“It’s such a strange circumstance, because it felt like nothing had changed. We don’t always feel the effects of the sacraments,” said Fr. Hood, who since July has served as associate pastor of St. Lawrence Parish in Utica and before that at Divine Child in Dearborn since 2017. “Now, things are back to normal. I was ordained last night. It seems like a restoration, but it’s actually for the first time.”
While Fr. Hood has now received his sacraments — he was baptized, confirmed and received the Eucharist on Aug. 9, ordained a transitional deacon Aug. 15 and a priest on Aug. 17 — his bigger concern now is those who received their sacraments from him — or thought they did.

At Pentecost, he attempted to confirm several people at Divine Child who had completed RCIA; those people now will need to contact the Church to complete their sacraments, he said. The Archdiocese of Detroit has set up a webpage for anyone who believes they received an invalid sacrament, who can be contacted by a priest to learn what steps need to be taken. The parishes of those affected will also be reaching out.

“My heart goes out and breaks for those for whom I’ve celebrated Mass, Mass intentions I’ve offered, the confessions I’ve heard, and especially the sacraments of anointing of the sick that I’ve celebrated for people on their deathbeds, my grandmother included among them,” Fr. Hood said.

God works through the sacraments, but isn’t bound by them

While the sacraments he celebrated might not have been valid — with the notable exception of baptism, which, ironically, doesn’t require a priest as long as the words, matter and intention are present — Fr. Hood said people can rest assured knowing God didn’t abandon them in their time of need.

St. Thomas Aquinas once famously said, “God binds Himself to the sacraments, but He himself is not bound by them.” In other words, God has promised, and the Church can be certain, that He will work in predictable ways when the sacraments are properly conferred — and people should still seek out a valid sacrament, whether it’s confirmation or marriage or confession — but the Lord is still merciful and fully capable of imparting grace even when human error occurs, he said.
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Fr. Matthew Hood, center, smiles August 17 as he is vested after being ordained — some might say again, but in reality, for the first time — to the priesthood at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
“Even though the sacraments were invalid, we take comfort knowing God was still able to work in those moments,” Fr. Hood said. “God doesn’t repent of our desire for Him and this call that He’s given to us to follow Him and be faithful to Him.”
Fr. Hood understands those impacted will feel the news with a sense of shock — that’s how he felt.

“As a priest, I want to be able to reach out to them and tell them this is something that’s very strange and probably painful, but I’ve gone through this as well, and I want to help you to remediate this problem so we can be certain you’ve received the grace of the sacraments,” Fr. Hood said.

To be sure, Fr. Hood doesn’t blame the Vatican. He understands the importance of sacramental theology, including the words, water and actions that comprise baptism, which imparts sanctifying grace to the soul — effectively making one a Christian.

After all, for three years, he thought he was a priest.

“All of this might give the impression of an administrative act, but it’s something that needs to be taken seriously because the sacraments are so serious,” Fr. Hood said. “The sacraments come from Christ, and they’re entrusted to the Church. It’s important to celebrate the sacraments according to the precepts of the Church.”

Finding light in a dark situation

The fact that he even discovered the problem in the first place was a stroke of divine providence, Fr. Hood asserts.

“At the beginning of the COVID quarantine, the archbishop talked about how there are special graces in these moments that we can’t expect,” Fr. Hood said. “One of those graces for me was that my dad had free time to go through old family videos. One of those videos was my baptism, and he sent it to me.”

Although Fr. Hood has long had an interest in the sacrament of baptism — he once wrote a paper about the words of baptism in his canon law class at Sacred Heart Major Seminary — it wasn’t until he watched the video in April that alarm bells began to go off.
“When I heard the words, at first, I thought, ‘That doesn’t sound right,’” Fr. Hood recalled. “So I reached out to a professor at the seminary, Dr. (Robert) Fastiggi, and I also sent it to Michael Trueman (the Archdiocese of Detroit’s chancellor) and Msgr. (Ronald) Browne, a canon lawyer, just to ask.”

At the time, there was no clarification from the Vatican, and given the Church’s longstanding practice of presuming validity of the sacraments unless shown otherwise, the four decided Fr. Hood was likely safe.

Four months later — a timetable Fr. Hood attributes to God’s good timing — he had his answer.

“What are the chances that I would even be able to find this out in the first place? That my dad had my baptism filmed? That I was able to watch it? That I was able to understand that this was invalid?” Fr. Hood said.

“The fact that this came out so closely to when this question came up for me personally is a sign of God’s particular care for me. I would have never known this if it wasn’t for God’s intervention. I’m just overwhelmed by God’s providence in this and so thankful to the Lord that I know this now.”

As soon as the document came out, Fr. Hood contacted Fr. Robert Spezia, the archdiocese’s vicar for clergy, who immediately began the process of arranging for Fr. Hood to receive his sacraments.

On Aug. 9, three days after the Vatican document was released, Auxiliary Bishop Gerard W. Battersby baptized, confirmed and gave Fr. Hood his first Communion. After a five-day retreat, Bishop Battersby ordained him to the diaconate, and Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron ordained him a priest two days later at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament.
“From the beginning, the response from the archdiocese has been very quick,” Fr. Hood said. “The archbishop called me, and I could tell he was even more concerned about it than I was, and I was very concerned. To know of his pastoral care for me, for my vocation, was a huge grace from the very beginning.”
A whole new man — and a brand-new priest

Even though it felt like little had changed, Fr. Hood knows that, sacramentally, he is a whole new person now than he was at the beginning of August. Whether he felt it or not, he became a Christian for the first time on Aug. 9.

As the bishop poured the water of baptism over his head, he realized the power God had over his life — and the incredible love with which the Father pours out His spirit.

And that meant his sins were forgiven.

“A lot of it felt like déjà vu, like this was already something I’d received,” Fr. Hood said. “But looking back at it, I was able to recognize the particular grace that was given. Especially for me, the grace of baptism includes the forgiveness of sins. So any doubt that I ever had of confessing my sins or confessing them fully or properly, that grace has been given by the Lord. That’s something to be thankful for.”

The most painful part of the past two weeks, without a doubt, he said, was realizing he wasn’t a priest yet — something to which he’d dedicated his entire life. But even that difficult realization came with a special grace, Fr. Hood said.

“At least for three days, I couldn’t receive the Eucharist. Priests would come and help and say Mass for me, but at those Masses I couldn’t even read. I couldn’t be a lector at Mass,” Fr. Hood said.
Listening to the priests recite their private prayers — prayers with which he was intimately familiar — struck a powerful chord.

“It gave me a renewed sense of appreciation for the priesthood,” he added. “During my retreat, I realized that even though I came to the Church to receive something and wasn’t given it, God didn’t repent of the call that He gave me, especially to the priesthood. Even though, sacramentally, things needed to be fixed, the movement of the Lord in my life was true from the beginning.”

He’s also forgiven the deacon who attempted to baptize him.

“I’m not angry at anybody,” Fr. Hood said. “I don’t think he acted in bad faith. I think there might have been mistakes in terms of formation and understanding of the sacraments. But this was a problem that was addressed, and it was ended.”

While everything is back to “normal,” Fr. Hood said he knows that as a young priest, this is a story he’ll carry for the rest of his — admittedly brand-new — priesthood.

And in some ways, that’s invaluable.
“All of this might seem at first like bad news, finding out that the baptism was invalid. But for me, this is profoundly good,” Fr. Hood said. “It’s much better to have known and been able to fix the issue. Now I’ve received, certainly, the grace of the sacraments, and that’s something to be thankful for.”

“When I found out the news, I still felt like a priest,” Fr. Hood said. “Now, to have absolute certainty that I am validly ordained, that’s a special grace.”
Local priest’s invalid baptism had ripple effect on sacraments, archdiocese says
https://detroitcatholic.com/news/mike-stechschulte/local-priest-s-invalid-baptism-had-ripple-effect-on-sacraments-archdiocese-says
Michael Stechschulte, Detroit, August 22, 2020

In response to Vatican note clarifying baptism formula, Fr. Matthew Hood realized he wasn’t properly baptized — which meant he wasn’t a priest
The Archdiocese of Detroit is seeking to contact anyone who may have received invalid sacraments after a priest of the archdiocese learned his own baptism as an infant 30 years ago was invalid.

On Aug. 6, the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a note clarifying that baptisms using an improper formula — namely, those using the phrase “We baptize you ...” instead of the Church’s ancient formula, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” — are not valid.

After reading the note, Fr. Matthew Hood, associate pastor of St. Lawrence Parish in Utica, contacted the Archdiocese of Detroit after discovering that his own baptism, captured on video in 1990, was attempted using such a formula.
Because the sacraments of confirmation and holy orders can only be conferred upon validly baptized Catholics, Fr. Hood was “devastated” to learn that not only was he not baptized or confirmed — he also was not a validly ordained priest.

“It was devastating for me to find that out,” Fr. Hood told Detroit Catholic. “There was definitely shock and sadness at finding out 30 years later that I was never baptized. It was an alienating sense that even though I was following the Lord, I wasn’t a Christian, and I wasn’t a priest, and I wasn’t a deacon.”

As a tragic consequence, Fr. Hood lacked the ability to confer most sacraments since he thought he was ordained in 2017, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron said in an Aug. 22 letter to the faithful.
“The parishes where Fr. Hood has been assigned — Divine Child in Dearborn and St. Lawrence in Utica — will be working with the Archdiocese to contact those who sought out the sacraments with Fr. Hood, so that each individual’s circumstance may be examined and rectified,” the archbishop said.

According to a news release from the archdiocese, in 1990, Fr. Hood’s family presented him for baptism at St. Anastasia Parish in Troy, where Deacon Mark Springer was presiding. Deacon Springer attempted to baptize him using the words, “We baptize you ...” instead of the Church’s prescribed formula.

Although there had been questions about the altered formula, the Vatican’s doctrinal note put all confusion to rest.

A graduate of Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Fr. Hood was “shocked” when he learned the consequences, and immediately reached out to the archdiocese, which worked quickly to remedy the situation. On Aug. 9, he was validly baptized, confirmed and received the Eucharist, and after a week on retreat, he was ordained a transitional deacon and a priest two days later on Aug. 17.

“The archbishop called me, and I could tell he was even more concerned about it than I was, and I was very concerned about it,” Fr. Hood said. “To know of his pastoral care for me, for my vocation, was a huge grace from the very beginning.”
Archdiocese contacting those affected

Now, the archdiocese is attempting to contact anyone else who might have been invalidly baptized by Deacon Springer, who served at St. Anastasia from 1986-99, or who received invalid sacraments from Fr. Hood, who served at Divine Child Parish in Dearborn from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2020, and since then at St. Lawrence. Deacon Springer is retired and is not currently in active ministry.

Although Fr. Hood was not able to validly perform some marriages, celebrate Mass, grant absolution, administer confirmation or anoint the sick, any baptisms he performed are presumed valid, since a priest is not required to baptize so long as the correct formula, matter and intention are present, said Fr. Stephen Pullis, director of evangelization and missionary discipleship for the archdiocese.

“Some of the things Fr. Matthew did were invalid, but his baptisms were valid because you don’t need to be a priest to perform baptism,” Fr. Pullis said, although the Church strongly prefers a priest or deacon except in cases of emergency. “If someone was baptized by Fr. Matthew, they should have no doubt their baptism was valid.”

For other sacraments, people can use an online form to contact the archdiocese to learn whether any action is needed. The archdiocese also has a list of frequently asked questions.

“People can submit questions, and myself or another priest will be able to accompany the individual in walking through how to understand whether this was a valid sacrament or not,” Fr. Pullis said.
Though some might be tempted to view the matter as a technicality, the language used in conferring a sacrament is deeply important, Fr. Pullis said.

“When someone is baptized, it’s not just a symbol or recognition of something that’s already happened. It’s actually making a change in the person,” Fr. Pullis said. “Because the sacraments actually bring about an effect, we have to be very precise in both the words, the form, and the matter, the objects, that we use.”

“That means we have to do it in the way the Church tells us to do it,” Fr. Pullis continued. “We can’t use Mountain Dew or milk instead of water, and we can’t use other words, like ‘I baptize in the name of the Creator …’ or ‘We baptize …’ instead of the words the Church gives us.”

The Church uses the phrase “I baptize” to signify that the person baptizing is standing in the place of Christ, Fr. Pullis said, not the community.

“It is always a personal act of the Church when a sacrament is conferred,” Fr. Pullis said. “God uses individuals to communicate the grace that the sacraments offer — in this instance, the sanctifying grace that baptism offers.”

God isn’t bound by the sacraments, but we are

A valid sacrament “places sanctifying grace in the soul, which is necessary for a soul to spend eternity in heaven,” Archbishop Vigneron wrote. “This grace is a treasure of treasures and we must do everything we can to protect the integrity of the sacraments through which we receive it.”

While it’s important for those who believe they’ve received a sacrament invalidly to rectify the situation if they can, for those worried about a particular sacrament, such as anointing of the sick for a dying person who is now deceased, it’s important to remember that while God binds His Church to the sacraments, He is always sovereign and merciful, Archbishop Vigneron said.

“The Church, following the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas, recognizes that God has bound Himself to the sacraments, but He is not bound by the sacraments,” the archbishop wrote. “This means that while we can have certainty that God always works through the sacraments when they are properly conferred by the minister, God is not bound by the sacraments in that He can and does extend His grace in a sovereign way.
“We can be assured that all those who approached Father Hood, in good faith, to receive the sacraments did not walk away empty-handed,” the archbishop added. “We know that Our Lord, in his unending love for us, supplied some measure of grace. God is drawn to hearts that are open to Him in love.”

Archbishop Vigneron apologized for the “human error” that led to the disruption of the sacramental life of some of the faithful, but pledged to rectify the situation.

While Fr. Hood is still bewildered, he said his heart “aches” for those whose sacraments were invalid because of his situation, but said he wants to help in any way he can — especially now that he’s a validly ordained priest.

“As a priest, I want to be able to reach out to them and tell them this is something that’s very strange and probably painful, but I’ve gone through this as well, and I want to help you to remediate this problem so we can be certain you’ve received the grace of the sacraments,” Fr. Hood said.

While he might not have been a priest for the past three years — or even a Catholic, for that matter — that doesn’t mean God was silent or absent, Fr. Hood added.

“It’s a grace to realize that God is not a liar. Any experience of the sacraments, even if they were celebrated invalidly, God was still active in some mysterious way, and God still honors the dispositions of those who were there in some way,” Fr. Hood said. “God doesn’t repent of our desire for Him and this call that He’s given to us to follow Him and be faithful to Him. That grace in their lives has been at work. This is part of continuing that and strengthening that grace.”

Detroit Man Thought He Was a Priest. He Wasn't Even a Baptized Catholic
The Archdiocese of Detroit announced Father Matthew Hood's unusual circumstance in a letter released August 22.

https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/detroit-man-thought-he-was-a-priest.-he-wasnt-even-a-baptized-catholic 

JD Flynn, Denver, Colorado, August 24, 2020
If you think you’re a priest, and you really aren’t, you have a problem. So do a lot of other people. The baptisms you performed are valid baptisms. But the confirmations? Nope. The Masses you celebrated were not valid. Nor the absolutions or anointings. And the marriages? Well...it’s complicated. Some yes, some no. It depends on the paperwork, believe it or not.

Father Matthew Hood of the Archdiocese of Detroit learned all this the hard way.

He thought he’d been ordained a priest back in 2017. He’d been doing priestly ministry since then.

And then this summer, he learned he wasn’t a priest at all. In fact, he learned he wasn’t even baptized.

If you want to become a priest, you must first become a deacon. If you want to become a deacon, you must first be baptized. If you’re not baptized, you can’t become a deacon, and you can’t become a priest.

Of course, Fr. Hood thought he had been baptized as a baby. But this month, he read a recently issued notice from the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The note said that changing the words of baptism in certain ways makes it invalid. That if the person doing the baptizing says “We baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” instead of “I baptize you...” the baptism is not valid.

He remembered a video he’d watched of his own baptism ceremony. And he remembered what the deacon said: “We baptize you….”

His baptism wasn’t valid.

The Church presumes a sacrament is valid unless there is some proof to the contrary. It would have presumed that Fr. Hood was validly baptized, except that he had a video showing the contrary.

Father Hood called his archdiocese. He needed to be ordained. But first, after three years of acting like a priest, living like a priest, and feeling like a priest, he needed to become a Catholic. He needed to be baptized.

In short order, he was baptized, confirmed, and received the Eucharist. He made a retreat. He was ordained a deacon. And on Aug. 17, Matthew Hood finally became a priest. For real.
The Archdiocese of Detroit announced this unusual circumstance in a letter released Aug. 22.

The letter explained that after he realized what had happened, Fr. Hood “was recently validly baptized. Furthermore, since other sacraments cannot be validly received in the soul without valid baptism, Father Hood also was recently validly confirmed and validly ordained a transitional deacon and then a priest.”

“Let us give thanks and praise to God for blessing us with Father Hood’s ministry.”

The archdiocese released a guide, explaining that people whose marriages were celebrated by Fr. Hood should contact their parish, and that the archdiocese was making its own efforts to contact those people.

The archdiocese also said it was making efforts to contact other people whose baptism had been celebrated by Deacon Mark Springer, the deacon who invalidly baptized Hood. He is believed to have invalidly baptized others, during 14 years at St. Anastasia Parish in Troy, Michigan, using the same invalid formula, a deviation from the rite clerics are required to use when performing baptisms.

The guide clarified that while absolutions performed by Fr. Hood before his valid ordination were not themselves valid, “we can be assured that all those who approached Father Hood, in good faith, to make a confession did not walk away without some measure of grace and forgiveness from God.”

“That said, if you recall any grave (mortal) sins that you would have confessed to Father Hood before he was validly ordained and you have not yet been to a subsequent confession, you must bring them to your next confession explaining to any priest what has happened. If you cannot remember if you confessed any grave sins, you should bring that fact to your next confession as well. A subsequent absolution will include those sins and will give you peace of mind,” the guide said.

The archdiocese also answered a question it expects many Catholics will be asking: “Isn't it legalistic to say that, even though there was an intention to confer a sacrament, there was no sacrament because different words were used? Won’t God just take care of it?”

“Theology is a science that studies what God has told us and, when it comes to sacraments, there must not only be the right intention by the minister but also the right ‘matter’ (material) and the right ‘form’ (words/gestures – such as a triple pouring or immersion of water by the one saying the words). If one of those elements is missing, the sacrament is not valid,” the archdiocese explained.

“As far as God ‘taking care of it,’ we can trust that God will assist those whose hearts are open to Him. However, we can have a much greater degree of confidence by strengthening ourselves with the sacraments He has entrusted to us.”

“According to the ordinary plan God has established, the Sacraments are necessary for salvation: baptism brings about adoption into the family of God and places sanctifying grace in the soul, since we are not born with it, and the soul needs to have sanctifying grace when it departs from the body in order to spend eternity in heaven,” the archdiocese added.

The archdiocese said it first became aware that Deacon Springer was using an unauthorized formula for baptism in 1999. The deacon was instructed to stop deviating from liturgical texts at that time. The archdiocese said that, though illicit, it had believed the baptisms Springer had performed to be valid until the Vatican’s clarification was issued this summer.

The deacon is now retired “and no longer in active ministry,” the archdiocese added.

No other Detroit priests are believed to be invalidly baptized, the archdiocese said.

And Fr. Hood, newly baptized and newly ordained? After an ordeal that began with a deacon’s liturgical “innovation,” Fr. Hood is now serving at a parish named for a deacon saint. He’s the new associate pastor at St. Lawrence Parish in Utica, Michigan.
'God is not a liar' - Invalidly baptized priest thankful for God's Providence
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/god-is-not-a-liar---invalidly-baptized-priest-fr-matthew-hood-thankful-for-gods-providence-71985
JD Flynn, Denver, Colorado, August 25, 2020

When a priest is ordained, his hands are anointed with oil. They are then wiped clean with a white linen cloth -- it’s called a maniturgium.
There is a custom, hundreds of years old, in which each new priest presents that cloth to his mother. She’s usually buried with it. People say she can present that cloth when she arrives at the gates of heaven, to show the Lord that she had given her son to Christ and His Church as a priest.

After his ordination ceremony in 2017, Fr. Matthew Hood presented his maniturgium to his mother. It was a special moment.

But last Sunday, he took it back. He put it in the washing machine. It needed to be used again, at his second priestly ordination ceremony, which would take place the next day.

“Something I never thought I’d do, ever, was wash that cloth. That was so surreal, washing it, so that we could use it again,” Hood told CNA.

He said he had to tell his mom “gimme that back!”

Fr. Hood, 30, thought he’d been ordained a priest back in 2017. But this summer, he learned that his ordination wasn’t valid. That, in fact, his baptism wasn’t valid. It was a difficult discovery. But he told CNA that he sees God’s Providence in the strange events that have unfolded over his life.

In 1990, Matthew Hood and his twin brother were baptized at their family’s suburban Michigan parish by Deacon Mark Springer. Hood says a lot of babies were being baptized in the parish at that time; there were ten babies baptized alongside him, even. He grew up a Catholic, and eventually entered seminary.

But in the seminary, he started wondering about his baptism. “I always had a sense that for whatever reason, I don’t know why, that I needed to see the video to my baptism, because I remember my dad filmed it, but I never saw it.”

Every so often, Hood said, even after he was a priest, he’d wonder about his baptism. He just felt something — the Holy Spirit, he says now -- prompting his curiosity. But he didn’t see the video until early this year.

“During quarantine, when everything was slower, my dad had time to go through old family videos and to digitize them. And he sent me my baptism video. And he sent it to be something that was encouraging and affirming.”

Hood was glad he saw the video. But he noticed that the deacon hadn’t followed the Church’s baptismal rite. The deacon had said “We baptize you,” signifying the community, instead “I baptize you,” signifying Christ, working through the minister of baptism.

“I sent it to one of my professors, and to a few canon lawyers, and the Church didn’t speak definitively on it, so they thought maybe the Church would accommodate in some way those words. So we kind of left it there. It seems like that was a good resolution,” Hood said.

But in August, the Vatican issued a document explaining that the deacon’s formula, “We baptize you,” changes the meaning of baptism itself. Such a change makes baptism invalid, and anyone baptized with the formula would need to be baptized again.
Hood realized “I wasn’t a baptized Christian!”

Because he hadn’t been baptized, he said that also meant he wasn’t a validly ordained priest.

He had, he said, “the full range of emotions. I was really sad when I first found out. Devastated. Assuming that I was baptized my entire life and then realizing I wasn’t receiving at least the grace of the sacraments that entire time….it was disorienting.”

Hood thought immediately about others in the same situation, especially his twin brother, who had been invalidly baptized alongside him.

He thought also of those to whom he had been ministering — he thought as a priest — over the years since his ordination ceremony. Just a few months earlier, he had confirmed people coming into the Catholic Church — or he thought he had.

He took some time to pray for those people.

“Some people have asked, ‘Why didn’t you just delete the video?’” he said.

“That would be like if someone told you were willed a billion dollars, and there was only video evidence for it. You would never just delete the video. And the grace of the sacraments is infinitely more important than that.”

He wanted sacramental grace. For himself, and for others. So he called the archdiocese. 

A plan was made. He would be baptized, confirmed, receive the Eucharist, go on retreat, and then he could be ordained a priest.
Hood had been living priestly life for three years. He’d seen the good, the bad, and the ugly. But he said he never considered not being ordained again, or, rather, for the first time.

“I felt the Lord renew within me joy about being able to say yes again. Because the ‘yes’ that I said previously wasn’t valid, right? But I think the Lord enabled me to be able to say ‘yes’ with joy and with great freedom,” he told CNA.

“And that was pretty instinctual. It was something that just came very naturally. Never did I say at any point ‘Wait, let’s pump the brakes,’ or ‘Should I be concerned about this?’ But I think that the Lord gave the grace of being able to say yes, again — well, and for the first time.”

In fact, Hood said that the Lord gave him a lot of clarity and comfort on that retreat.

“I went with a lot of questions and concerns,” he said.

“But here is a grace that I received: There is a lot that I can’t reconcile about what happened, but God is not a liar.”

“And what God has done has done in my life, leading up to this point, even though the response of the Church has limped in many ways, that God was true in all of that.”

“I could be confident that the grace that I had experienced in all of my life was the Lord acting.”

In fact, Hood said that he began to believe that God had made known to him his invalid baptism so that he and other people in the same situation might receive the power of sacramental grace.

“It has to be God’s Providence. In a very powerful way, God manifested His Providence. There’s so many factors that would have been impossible to put in place by our own actions. Like, that the baptism was filmed. Now everyone has a cell phone, back then it wasn’t as common.”

“The fact that I received a call to the priesthood in the midst of all this, and I was able to know what the correct words of baptism were. Because we assume that when we go to Church, that the priest or deacon does what’s correct.”

“The fact that I was able to know that, the fact that the Vatican came out with this document when it did, five months after [I saw the video]. And then just God’s Providence in the work of the Church in working to fix this situation.

Hood said because of what he learned, the Church could be sure that he and others received the sacramental grace they never began with.

“There’s like a full court press that the archdiocese is doing in reaching out to people,” the priest said, and he called that an “evangelization opportunity.”

Some of them, he said “have had no interaction with the Church, maybe, for a very long time and this is an opportunity to reach out and establish a relationship.”

The priest added that he knew God had worked in his life mysteriously, even without the actual grace of the sacraments.

“So much of what the Lord did my life was very fruitful, even when it wasn’t valid.”

 Hood said he isn’t angry with Deacon Springer, but he thinks his situation offers an important lesson for his brother priests and deacons.

“I would just attribute it to poor formation,” he said. “For me it seems so obvious that you just do what the Church does, you know? ‘Say the black do the red.’ But I don’t know if that’s always been taught in seminaries.”
Still, he said, priests should remember their solemn responsibilities to the sacraments.

“Hopefully my case is evidence that the sacraments are not something we can mess around with, they’re something we receive from Christ.”

“It’s Christ who speaks. As ministers of the sacraments, we don’t speak our own voice, but it’s Christ who speaks through us. Our job is to get out of the way. And we do that by faithfully celebrating the rites that the Church has given us,” he added.

He was ordained a priest August 17, in a quiet rite faithfully celebrated.

It felt very familiar, he said.

“There was a sense of a greater reception of the office in my ordination on Monday and I think that was a grace. A lot of it seems like deja vu, like I’ve been here before, but the fact that now we have certitude is a tremendous grace.”

“Thank God for the certitude that’s given to us by the Magisterium. And if there is any particular grace of now being a validly ordained priest, I think that’s the grace.”

The priest said he extended that grace to his parishioners, the day after his ordination.

His situation hadn’t been announced to the parish, no one knew all that had happened. They just knew he’d been out of the parish for a week or so.

He arrived to celebrate morning Mass — it would be his very first validly offered Mass. But he didn’t tell the parish that.

“I just showed up in the parish after being gone for a couple days, and I told the parishioner, without explaining why, that Holy Mother Church offers us the gift of a plenary indulgence for all those who have attended this Mass, as long as they meet the correct steps.”

The Church offers a plenary indulgence to Catholics who attend a priest’s first Mass, as long as they make an act of detachment from sin, go to confession, receive Holy Communion, and pray for the intentions of the pope.

Hood said after Mass, he “heard confessions for like an hour and a half,” presumably from parishioners seeking the grace of that indulgence.

As to the reason for the indulgence that day, Hood said, “nobody asked. But it was a gift that they were able to receive that grace.”

Fr. Hood reacts to invalid Sacraments: God was still able to work in those moments
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Vatican says baptisms that used a modified formula are not valid
https://detroitcatholic.com/news/vatican-says-baptisms-that-used-a-modified-formula-are-not-valid
August 6, 2020

Changing the words of the formula for baptism render the sacrament invalid, said the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Specifically, a baptism administered with the formula "We baptize you ..." instead of "I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" is not valid because it is the person of Christ through the minister who is acting, not the assembly, the congregation said.

The doctrinal congregation's ruling was published Aug. 6 as a brief response to questions regarding the validity of baptisms using that modified formula.

The congregation was asked whether a baptism was valid if it had been performed with a formula that seeks to express the "communitarian significance" and participation of the family and those present during the celebration. 

For example, it said there have been celebrations administered with the words, "In the name of the father and of the mother, of the godfather and of the godmother, of the grandparents, of the family members, of the friends, in the name of the community we baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

A baptism administered with this kind of modified formula is not valid, the congregation said, and the baptisms would have to be redone for those individuals who had been baptized with the improvised wording.

The correct formula in the Rite of the Sacrament of Baptism spoken by the bishop, priest or deacon is: "I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

The doctrinal congregation said modifying "the form of the celebration of a sacrament does not constitute simply a liturgical abuse, like the transgression of a positive norm, but a 'vulnus' (wound) inflicted upon the ecclesial communion and the identifiability of Christ's action, and in the most grave cases rendering invalid the sacrament itself." 

The changes to the formula seem to have been made to emphasize the communal aspect of baptism and the participation of those present as well as "to avoid the idea of the concentration of a sacred power in the priest to the detriment of the parents and the community that the formula in the (Roman Rite) might seem to imply," it said.

Instead, such changes have "debatable pastoral motives" and the formula handed down by tradition remains fundamental because "the sacramental action may not be achieved in its own name, but in the person of Christ who acts in his church, and in the name of the church," it said. 

"Therefore, in the specific case of the sacrament of baptism, not only does the minister not have the authority to modify the sacramental formula to his own liking," it said, "but neither can he even declare that he is acting on behalf of the parents, godparents, relatives or friends, nor in the name of the assembly gathered for the celebration."

"When the minister says, 'I baptize you …' he does not speak as a functionary who carries out a role entrusted to him, but he enacts ministerially the sign-presence of Christ," it said.

It is really Christ himself who baptizes and has the principal role in the event being celebrated, it said.

The temptation to modify the sacramental formula "implies a lack of an understanding of the very nature of the ecclesial ministry that is always at the service of God and his people and not the exercise of a power that goes so far as to manipulate what has been entrusted to the church in an act that pertains to the tradition," it said.

The doctrinal statement was signed by Cardinal Luis Ladaria Ferrer, congregation prefect, and Archbishop Giacomo Morandi, congregation secretary. The congregation said Pope Francis "approved these responses" June 8 and ordered their publication.
Pastoral care regarding the Vatican's Note on Baptism

https://www.aod.org/sacramentsupdate 
On August 6, 2020, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a response to questions regarding the validity of baptisms in which the words used by the priest or deacon are different than those in the approved liturgical text. Specifically, to say, “We baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” does not convey the Sacrament of baptism. Rather, ministers are to allow Jesus to speak through them and say, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
By recently watching a family video taken at the time of his baptism as an infant and then reading the note issued by the Vatican, Father Matthew Hood was devastated to learn that a deacon decided to change the proper words (formula) to baptism. Father Hood immediately contacted the Archdiocese and the proper steps were taken to remedy his situation. He has now been validly baptized, confirmed and ordained.

We offer the information below as a resource to all the faithful. We encourage you to read the letter from Archbishop Vigneron and the frequently asked questions. Should you have additional questions or concerns, please contact your parish or use the form below to contact the Archdiocese of Detroit.

LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP VIGNERON TO THE FAITHFUL OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT

Earlier this month, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued an important doctrinal note alerting the Church throughout the world that baptisms were not valid in which a particular word or words were changed. Specifically, to say “We baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” does not convey the sacrament of baptism. Rather, ministers must allow Jesus to speak through them and say, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

In making this clarification, the Congregation pointed to the Second Vatican Council, which established that no one “even if he be a priest, may add, remove, or change anything in the liturgy on his own authority.”

One of our priests in the Archdiocese of Detroit received this news with particular devastation. Father Matthew Hood, a graduate of Sacred Heart Major Seminary who sought ordination to the priesthood in June of 2017, had recently viewed a family video taken at the time of his baptism as an infant and realized the celebrating deacon decided to change the proper words (formula) to baptism, using “We baptize” as opposed to “I baptize.”

Read Archbishop Vigneron's full letter in English and Spanish
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
These frequently asked questions are also available in Spanish.

What happened to Father Matthew Hood?

On August 6th, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a doctrinal note (here) alerting the Church throughout the world that baptisms were not valid in which a particular word or words were changed. Specifically, to say, “We baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” does not convey the Sacrament of baptism. Rather, ministers are to allow Jesus to speak through them and say, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

By recently watching a family video taken at the time of his baptism as an infant and then reading the doctrinal note issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Father Hood was devastated to learn that the deacon who did his baptism, Deacon Mark Springer, decided to change the proper words (formula) to baptism, using “We baptize” as opposed to “I baptize.” Father Hood immediately contacted the Archdiocese and the proper steps were taken to remedy his situation. He received the Sacraments of Christian Initiation (i.e. baptism, Holy Eucharist, and confirmation). After spending time on retreat, he received the Sacraments of Holy Orders, being ordained a transitional deacon and then receiving priestly ordination the evening of Monday, August 17.

My child/grandchild was baptized before Father Hood found out that he was invalidly baptized and therefore invalidly ordained. What does that mean for my child/grandchild?

Since baptism in particular can be administered by anyone who a.) has the intention to baptize according to the mind of Christ and His Church; b.) uses pure water; and c.) uses the proper form, your child/grandchild has been validly baptized. This is because Father Hood is, and has been, very diligent always to follow the liturgical directives of the Church in his ministry.

I was confirmed by Father Hood before he realized that he was invalidly baptized and therefore invalidly ordained. Was I validly confirmed?

No, you were not validly confirmed. If you have not been contacted already, you should contact your pastor to arrange to receive validly the sacrament of confirmation.

I went to confession before Father Hood realized he was not validly ordained. Did I receive absolution of my sins through him?

No, you did not receive sacramental absolution, which is the act of a priest during confession through which God grants the penitent pardon and peace. Since Father Hood was not validly ordained, he was unable to provide sacramental absolution.

However, in this situation, you should reflect on the fact that you attempted to do as Jesus instructed us in the Gospel when he gave priests the power to absolve sins (Jn. 20:22–23). You can always be comforted in the fact that God knows that you made every effort to follow His plan exactly for the forgiveness of your sins. The Church, following St. Thomas Aquinas, maintains that God has bound Himself to the sacraments, but He is not bound by the sacraments (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1257 and St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologiae III, q. 64 a. 7 and III q. 68 a. 2). This means that while we can have certainty that God always works through the sacraments when they are properly conferred by the minister, God is not bound by the sacraments in that He can and does extend His grace in a sovereign way. We can be assured that all those who approached Father Hood, in good faith, to make a confession did not walk away without some measure of grace and forgiveness from God.

That said, if you recall any grave (mortal) sins that you would have confessed to Father Hood before he was validly ordained and you have not yet been to a subsequent confession, you must bring them to your next confession explaining to any priest what has happened. If you cannot remember if you confessed any grave sins, you should bring that fact to your next confession as well. A subsequent absolution will include those sins and will give you peace of mind.

Father Hood married us before he was validly baptized and validly ordained. Is our marriage valid?

Due to the many different situations that the engaged couple may have been in, this answer may be different for each individual couple. You should speak to your pastor as soon as possible so any steps can be taken to remedy your marital status in the Church, if necessary.

It is important to note that if it is determined that your marriage is sacramentally invalid, you are not guilty of any sin – grave or otherwise – by living as husband and wife in the time since your ceremony. You can be comforted in the fact that God knows that you made every effort to follow His plan exactly for the Sacrament of Marriage.
The Church teaches that to be guilty of a sin, the act must be one that is known, deliberate, and voluntary, which would not have been possible while a couple was completely unaware of the possible sacramental invalidity of their marriage.

I went to Mass where Father Hood presided before he was validly baptized and validly ordained. A.) Did I satisfy the grave duty I have to meet my Sunday obligation to keep the Lord’s Day holy by attending Mass? B.) Was the Mass intention(s) for which Mass was offered fulfilled? C.) Did I receive the Eucharist when I went to Holy Communion?

A.) Yes. Although the Mass itself was invalid, you were unaware of this and made every effort to follow God’s plan exactly for satisfying your grave duty to meet the Sunday obligation.

B.) No, the Mass intention(s) was/were not fulfilled, so Mass will be offered as soon as possible for the intention(s) in order to fulfill them.

C.) Father Hood was unable to celebrate the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist while invalidly ordained to the priesthood. As mentioned in question #4, the Church believes that God has bound Himself to the sacraments, but God is not bound by the sacraments. While it is possible that God intervened to miraculously give people the Body and Blood of Christ – as all things are possible with God – you can consider your presence at Mass and intention to receive the Eucharist as entering into a spiritual communion with our Lord. It would be profitable for you to reflect upon the disposition with which you went to receive the Holy Eucharist on that occasion(s). You can be confident that the Lord supplied some measure of grace to you in proportion to the measure of your disposition to receive Him. God is drawn to hearts that are open to Him in love.

I or a loved one was sick and was anointed before Father Hood was validly ordained. Did I/they receive the Sacrament of the Sick?

No. Again, however, this is the tension that exists in the Catechism’s observation noted above. While the sacrament was not conferred, you can be confident God was very aware of the desire to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing and supplied grace in some measure.

What happened if someone has died after being baptized invalidly by Deacon Springer or after going to confession with Father Hood before he was validly ordained a priest?

As mentioned in question #4, the Church believes that God has bound Himself to the sacraments, but God is not bound by the sacraments. This is another opportunity to reflect on the fact that this individual (or their parents, in the case of an infant’s baptism) attempted to do as Jesus instructed us in the Gospel when he gave priests the power to baptize and absolve sins. We can be comforted in the fact that it is deeply pleasing to God when an individual makes every effort to follow His plan exactly for baptism and the forgiveness of sins. We can be assured that anyone who has died after seeking, in good faith, to receive baptism from Deacon Springer or confession from Father Hood did not leave this life without some measure of grace and forgiveness from God.

Did Deacon Springer invalidly baptize other people?

Yes, inasmuch as he used the invalid formula while he was assigned at St. Anastasia. The parish will be attempting to contact the people Deacon attempted to baptize at St. Anastasia from 1986 to 1999. The Archdiocese has made his identity and parish known in an attempt to alert people who the parish may not have found a way to contact.

It has been determined that I (or my child/grandchild) was invalidly baptized by Deacon Springer. Are my other sacraments valid?

Since other sacraments cannot be validly received in the soul without valid baptism, some of your sacraments are invalid, like in the case of Father Hood. You should speak to your pastor as soon as possible so any steps can be taken to remedy your situation.

What happened to Deacon Springer?

Deacon Mark Springer, who had performed the invalid baptism was approached by Archdiocesan officials in 1999 when they had learned that he was using the pronoun “We” instead of “I” during baptisms. He was forbidden to continue using the improper formula at that time and has stated that he has abided by that directive ever since. At the time, after careful study and canonical counsel, those entrusted with this situation believed the baptisms to be valid. It was only on August 6, 2020 that the Archdiocese received notice confirming the invalidity of the words used by Deacon Springer.

Deacon Springer is retired and no longer in active ministry.

What will you do to remedy this situation of all the people that thought they received the sacraments?

Pastors of the affected parishes will be directing an outreach to all those impacted to determine if any situation needs to be remedied. The affected parishes are mainly St. Anastasia, where Deacon Springer had been assigned, and the Church of the Divine Child, where Father Hood had been assigned from 2017 until this summer. Father Hood recently started his new assignment at St. Lawrence this summer, so the Archdiocese also will work with that parish community to determine if any situation needs to be remedied.

What has been done to remedy Father Hood’s situation?

A few days after Father Hood came to this realization (August 6, 2020) and informed the Archdiocese of the matter, he received the Sacraments of Christian Initiation (i.e. baptism, Holy Eucharist, and confirmation). After spending time on retreat, he received the Sacraments of Holy Orders, being ordained a transitional deacon and then receiving priestly ordination.

Isn't it legalistic to say that, even though there was an intention to confer a sacrament, there was no sacrament because different words were used? Won’t God just take care of it?

It may be perceived as an overly strict interpretation. However, theology is a science that studies what God has told us and, when it comes to sacraments, there must not only be the right intention by the minister but also the right “matter” (material) and the right “form” (words/gestures – such as pouring or immersion in water by the one saying the words). If one of those elements is missing, the sacrament is not valid. Using the Eucharist as an example: a validly ordained priest might have the intention to confect the Eucharist. He might say the right words of consecration. However, if he uses an apple, the Sacrament of the Eucharist is not confected.

As far as God “taking care of it,” we can trust that God will assist those whose hearts are open to Him. However, we can have a much greater degree of confidence by strengthening ourselves with the sacraments He has entrusted to us. According to the ordinary plan God has established, the Sacraments are necessary for salvation: baptism brings about adoption into the family of God and places sanctifying grace in the soul, since we are not born with it, and the soul needs to have sanctifying grace when it departs from the body in order to spend eternity in heaven. Sin is a loss of sanctifying grace (a venial sin being a partial loss and a mortal sin being a total loss). The sacrament of penance (confession) restores sanctifying grace if it has been lost – as well as the sacrament of the sick if a person is unconscious and properly disposed. Indeed, all the other sacraments increase and fortify sanctifying grace in the soul. One can see then, that sanctifying grace is a treasure of treasures and we should do everything we can to protect the integrity of the sacraments and stay very close to them – receiving them as often as possible.

Why are we being told now?

When the Archdiocese became aware of this situation on August 6, efforts began immediately to prepare comprehensive resources to help share and explain the circumstances to the faithful and clergy. Simultaneously, the process began to remedy Father Hood’s sacramental status. The news was shared as soon as both tasks were complete.

How many other deacons and priests are in the situation that Father Hood was in?

None that we are aware of.
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