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MICHAEL PRABHU DECEMBER 9, 2021
The promise and peril of synods
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/12/09/the-promise-and-peril-of-synods 
Francis X. Maier, December 9, 2021
Steven Covey, the late, great effectiveness guru, liked to remind his readers to “begin with the end in mind.”  I suspect he purloined the idea from Ignatius Loyola.  But it’s still good advice.  So I’ll start by asking, candidly and upfront, whether the forthcoming 2023 synod on synodality might be a really bad idea.  Not bad as in “wicked.” The intent of Pope Francis is clearly admirable: listening to and walking with each other; broadening the faithful’s consultation and involvement in the life of the Church; and (presumably) sharing more authority with local and regional bishops’ synods closer to the specific needs of their people.
Yet such a synod may still, arguably, be unwise.  I’ll explain.  And I’ll do it by borrowing from people with direct experience.

Local diocesan synods, like the ones designed to prepare for the 2023 synod in Rome, can be healthy exercises in dialogue and discernment.  But in practice, they’re often a very mixed bag.  They demand a serious involvement of time, personnel, and financial resources.  They’re prone to bureaucratic manipulation and dominant personalities.  And their outcomes are often ambiguous or dead on arrival.

When Charles Chaput took over as archbishop of Philadelphia in 2011, virtually none of the recommendations from Philadelphia’s diocesan synod of 2000 had been pursued.  In the words of one senior pastor and veteran of the process, the synod experience had been a “dud.” And its outcomes began to molder as soon as the synod closed.

According to another veteran local pastor,

I found the 2000 synod to be more of an administrative process rather than one that tried to discern better ways or best practices to proclaim the Gospel and strengthen the life of the Church in Philadelphia. The synod articulated six or eight “goals” that were broad and not really attainable. For example, you could read the goal for Catholic education and water it down to “saving Catholic schools.” That’s a bit of an exaggeration, but it has a kernel of truth. I did some reading at the time about the previous archdiocesan synod convened by Cardinal Dougherty in 1934.  The goals and results of that synod I found to be pastorally concrete and doable . . . [In contrast,] nothing was done to implement the goals of the 2000 synod.

And from another senior pastor involved in the process:

[The 2000 Philadelphia] synod could have done a great deal of good, but a lot of manipulation went on.  There are many good fruits that can come from a general consultation with the Church’s members, but it needs to be wisely guided.  I’ve read extensively about the proposed 2023 synod on synodality.  If handled right, the Church could identify a number of areas which need the light of the Gospel.  But it seems to me that the current synod plans seem to invest all truth in the corporate “People of God.” There’s rarely any mention of Tradition, Magisterium, Canon Law . . . and the proper role of the hierarchy.  In dioceses where saner heads reign, I think that their local phase of the synod will be quite good.  Elsewhere, I predict that the outcomes will be like a lot of recent, and unhappy, chapters of religious orders.

Of course, most places are not like Philadelphia, and other bishops can point to successful diocesan synods in the past.  But the potential for manipulation is not an imaginary problem.  Nor is it limited to random local dioceses.
Archbishop Charles Chaput served a term on the permanent council of the Synod of Bishops, and attended three different synods as a delegate over a 21-year period.  He described the experience in his 2021 book, Things Worth Dying For: Thoughts on a Life Worth Living,
The first synod I attended, back in 1997, focused on the Americas.  I was one of the delegates directly appointed by Pope John Paul II.  It was a great experience, my first real participation internationally in service to the universal Church.  It was there that I met then-Archbishop Jorge Bergoglio from Buenos Aires.  He was an impressive man and made good contributions to the discussion.  We sat near each other because we’d been appointed archbishops at about the same time.  The synod led me to seek out a much closer relationship with the churches in Mexico and Latin America, and Latino Catholics in the United States. 
The other two synods – in 2015 on the family, and 2018 on young people and the faith – were very different.  I was a delegate from the U.S. Catholic bishops’ conference and much more experienced, so I probably sensed the political dynamics of a synod more clearly.

I was very disappointed by what I saw as manipulation of the synods and their agendas by elements within and outside the Church.  Instead of being occasions for an honest exchange of ideas, both synods were dominated by efforts to re-engineer the direction of the Church.  Synods should be places where people speak freely and are anxious to listen to others.  
But both were exercises of power rather than efforts to arrive honestly at a common position through listening and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Neither of those synods encouraged or gratified me.  In fact, I was deeply scandalized by the political maneuvering that took place in both.

So much for the potential of synodal manipulation.  It needn’t happen ... but it too often can.

The other and more fundamental reason to question the prudence of a 2023 “synod on synodality” is simply a matter of common sense.  In a time of confusion and fragmentation – the German Church is its poster child, but hardly the only example – the very last thing Catholics need is more of the same, inadvertently confirmed by the Holy See.

The Petrine ministry carries with it a duty to foster unity and clarity of belief.  Pope Francis surely understands this.  Whether the theme and architecture of the 2023 synod serve that ministry is still to be seen.

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH, FOR THE 16TH ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OCTOBER 9-10, 2021 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_FOR_A_SYNODAL_CHURCH_FOR_THE_16TH_ORDINARY_GENERAL_ASSEMBLY_OF_THE_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS_OCTOBER_9-10_2021.doc
MISSION VADEMECUM OR HANDBOOK FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 2021-2023 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MISSION_VADEMECUM_OR_HANDBOOK_FOR_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_2021-2023.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT-02 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT-02.doc
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT ON SYNODALITY PREFIGURES A CONFUSING SYNOD 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_ON_SYNODALITY_PREFIGURES_A_CONFUSING_SYNOD.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ HAS BEEN DECRIED BY LEADING PRELATES OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

MORE SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES

SYNODALITY IN THE LIFE AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH FRANCIS/INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION 2 MARCH 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IN_THE_LIFE_AND_MISSION_OF_THE_CHURCH.doc
EPISCOPALIS COMMUNIO – ON A SYNODAL CHURCH FRANCIS 15 SEPTEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EPISCOPALIS_COMMUNIO.doc
ADDRESS FOR THE OPENING OF THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY FRANCIS 9 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ADDRESS_FOR_THE_OPENING_OF_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
JOINT LETTER OF TWO CARDINALS TO BISHOPS RESPONSIBLE FOR ECUMENISM FRANCIS 7 NOVEMBER 2021 1 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JOINT_LETTER_OF_TWO_CARDINALS_TO_BISHOPS_RESPONSIBLE_FOR_ECUMENISM.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 26-THE DECENTRALIZATION OF DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY (SYNODALITY AND COLLEGIALITY) 12 APRIL 2016 111 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_26-THE_DECENTRALIZATION_OF_DOCTRINAL_AUTHORITY.doc
COLLEGIALITY AND EUCHARISTIC INTEGRITY 23 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COLLEGIALITY_AND_EUCHARISTIC_INTEGRITY.doc
A SHORT DEFENSE OF AUTHENTIC SYNODALITY 10 DECEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_SHORT_DEFENSE_OF_AUTHENTIC_SYNODALITY.doc
WHERE DID ALL THESE REFERENCES TO “SYNODALITY” COME FROM? 7 MAY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHERE_DID_ALL_THESE_REFERENCES_TO_SYNODALITY_COME_FROM.doc
GERMAN BISHOPS’ “SYNODAL PATH” LEADS TO A “CATASTROPHE”-CARDINAL BRANDMULLER 29 JULY 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_LEADS_TO_A_CATASTROPHE-CARDINAL_BRANDMULLER.doc
VATICAN CARDINAL OUELLET WARNS GERMAN BISHOPS “SYNODAL PATH” REFORMS ARE “NOT VALID” 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_CARDINAL_OUELLET_WARNS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_REFORMS_ARE_NOT_VALID.doc
MARIANNE SCHLOSSER, THEOLOGIAN, REJECTS GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 23 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MARIANNE_SCHLOSSER_THEOLOGIAN_REJECTS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc 

CDL BRANDMULLER WARNS GERMAN CHURCH AGAINST SYNODAL PATH THAT LEADS TO “FINAL DECLINE” 1 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_BRANDMULLER_WARNS_GERMAN_CHURCH_AGAINST_SYNODAL_PATH_THAT_LEADS_TO_FINAL_DECLINE.doc
"IN SEARCH OF NEW PATHWAYS"–ON DAY ONE, A SYNODAL SPLASH 7 OCTOBER 2019 – AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IN_SEARCH_OF_NEW_PATHWAYS–ON_DAY_ONE_A_SYNODAL_SPLASH.doc
SYNODALITY BROUGHT PAGANS TO “REJECT IDOLATRY”, POPE SAYS 23 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BROUGHT_PAGANS_TO_REJECT_IDOLATRY_POPE_SAYS.doc
FOCUS ON ROLE OF WOMEN, INCULTURATION, SYNODALITY 23 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FOCUS_ON_ROLE_OF_WOMEN_INCULTURATION_SYNODALITY.doc
THE “SYNODALITY” MASQUERADE13 NOVEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SYNODALITY_MASQUERADE.doc
THE IMPACT OF POPE FRANCIS’ PROMOTION OF SYNODALITY 20 NOVEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_IMPACT_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_PROMOTION_OF_SYNODALITY.doc
THERE IS NO SYNODALITY WITHOUT FIDELITY TO DOCTRINE 14 DECEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THERE_IS_NO_SYNODALITY_WITHOUT_FIDELITY_TO_DOCTRINE.doc
BISHOPS SHOWCASE ‘NON-BINARY’ YOUTH AT OPENING OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH 10 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOPS_SHOWCASE_NON-BINARY_YOUTH_AT_OPENING_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
CANONIST MOCKS FARCE OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH IN WAKE OF QUERIDA AMAZONIA 15 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CANONIST_MOCKS_FARCE_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_IN_WAKE_OF_QUERIDA_AMAZONIA.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR NEXT BISHOPS’ SYNOD TO BE ON SYNODALITY 9 MARCH 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_NEXT_BISHOPS_SYNOD_TO_BE_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
INFLUENTIAL GERMAN JESUIT BEHIND SYNODAL PATH STEPS DOWN 9 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INFLUENTIAL_GERMAN_JESUIT_BEHIND_SYNODAL_PATH_STEPS_DOWN.doc
GERMAN BISHOP CASTIGATES GERMAN SYNODAL WAY PROCEDURES 4 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOP_CASTIGATES_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_PROCEDURES.doc
CONCERNING ‘SYNODALITY’ 10 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONCERNING_SYNODALITY.doc
GERMANY’S SCHISMATIC SYNODAL WAY 22 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMANYS_SCHISMATIC_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
LUTHER’S HEIR RIPS FRANCIS’ SYNODAL WAY 6 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LUTHERS_HEIR_RIPS_FRANCIS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
GERMAN CHURCH ON THE BRINK OF SCHISM 6 MAY 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_CHURCH_ON_THE_BRINK_OF_SCHISM.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS FRANCIS’ LONG-GAME PLAN TO CHANGE CHURCH-CDL. TOBIN 18 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_FRANCIS_LONG-GAME_PLAN_TO_CHANGE_CHURCH-CDL_TOBIN.doc
FRANCIS’ SYNOD ON SYNODALITY BECOMES YEARLONG PROCESS WITH LAY PARTICIPATION 21 MAY 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_BECOMES_YEARLONG_PROCESS_WITH_LAY_PARTICIPATION.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-A PROCESS ABOUT PROCESSES 26 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-A_PROCESS_ABOUT_PROCESSES.doc
SYNODALITY BOOSTS GREEN AGENDA IN THE CHURCH 2 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BOOSTS_GREEN_AGENDA_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
EXPLAINING THE GERMAN ‘SYNODAL WAY’ 14 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EXPLAINING_THE_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
FRANCIS ENCOURAGES GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 24 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_ENCOURAGES_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
FRANCIS APPOINTS JESUIT CARDINAL TO KEY SYNOD ON SYNODALITY POSITION 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_APPOINTS_JESUIT_CARDINAL_TO_KEY_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_POSITION.doc
TWO PARALLEL CATHOLIC CHURCHES AT THE SAME TIME? 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWO_PARALLEL_CATHOLIC_CHURCHES_AT_THE_SAME_TIME.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT 15 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT.doc
CDL. MULLER CRITIQUES FRANCIS’ HARSHNESS ON TRADITIONIS CUSTODES AS COMPARED TO GERMAN SYNODAL WAY 19 JULY 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_CRITIQUES_FRANCIS_HARSHNESS_ON_TRADITIONIS_CUSTODES_AS_COMPARED_TO_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS THE SMOKE OF SATAN IN THE CHURCH 26 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_THE_SMOKE_OF_SATAN IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-HOW ITS DOCUMENTS COULD FUEL CONFLICT BETWEEN LAITY AND BISHOPS 8 SEPTEMBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-HOW_ITS_DOCUMENTS_COULD_FUEL_CONFLICT_BETWEEN_LAITY_AND_BISHOPS.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT-02 9 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT-02.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY FACES CREDIBILITY AND PRACTICALITY GAP 17 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_FACES_CREDIBILITY_AND_PRACTICALITY_GAP.doc
HOW SHOULD CATHOLICS RESPOND TO THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY? 18 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_SHOULD_CATHOLICS_RESPOND_TO_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
POPE FRANCIS’ AMBITIOUS SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 18 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_AMBITIOUS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
POPE FRANCIS, ‘ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE’? 18 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE.doc

SYNODALITY IS THE WEAPON OF THE ST. GALLEN MAFIA 20 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_THE_WEAPON_OF_THE_ST_GALLEN_MAFIA.doc
CDL. KASPER WORRIED OVER GERMAN CHURCH’S SYNODAL PATH 23 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_KASPER_WORRIED_OVER_GERMAN_CHURCHS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
COUNCIL OF CARDINALS MEETS TO DISCUSS NEXT SYNOD OF BISHOPS 23 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COUNCIL_OF_CARDINALS_MEETS_TO_DISCUSS_NEXT_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS.doc
CDL. KASPER QUESTIONS SYNODAL WAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_KASPER_QUESTIONS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
BP. VODERHOLZER BELIEVES ‘SYNODAL WAY’ IS USING SEX-ABUSE CRISIS TO RESHAPE THE CHURCH 30 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BP_VODERHOLZER_BELIEVES_SYNODAL_WAY_IS_USING_SEX-ABUSE_CRISIS_TO_RESHAPE_CHURCH.doc
RADICAL INDIAN FEMINIST VIRGINIA SALDANHA AMONG PRO-ABORTION PRO-LGBT PRO-WOMEN PRIESTS PRO-ABOLITION OF CLERICAL PRIESTHOOD SPEAKERS AT UK INTERFAITH ‘ROOT AND BRANCH’ SYNOD PUSHING FRANCIS’ 2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY AGENDAS 30 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RADICAL_INDIAN_FEMINIST_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_AMONG_PRO-ABORTION_PRO-LGBT_PRO-WOMEN_PRIESTS_PRO-ABOLITION_OF_CLERICAL_PRIESTHOOD_SPEAKERS_AT_UK_INTERFAITH_ROOT_AND_BRANCH_SYNOD_PUSHING_FRANCIS_2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_AGENDAS.doc
HERETICAL ROOT AND BRANCH SYNOD HELD IN UK HAS CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF INDIA-GROOMED INDIAN THEOLOGIAN VIRGINIA SALDANHA ON BOARD 30 SEPTEMBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HERETICAL_ROOT_AND_BRANCH_SYNOD_HELD_IN_UK_HAS_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_CONFERENCE_OF_INDIA-GROOMED_INDIAN_THEOLOGIAN_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_ON_BOARD.doc
AS GERMAN SYNOD BEGINS, CATHOLICS EXPRESS ANGER AT VATICAN 30 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AS_GERMAN_SYNOD_BEGINS_CATHOLICS_EXPRESS_ANGER_AT_VATICAN.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL WAY BACKS PROPOSAL PROMOTING EVANGELIZATION AFTER VOTING MIX-UP 1 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_BACKS_PROPOSAL_PROMOTING_EVANGELIZATION_AFTER_VOTING_MIX-UP.doc
GERMAN CATHOLICS OPENLY OPPOSE CONTROVERSIAL SYNODAL PATH 1 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_CATHOLICS_OPENLY_OPPOSE_CONTROVERSIAL_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
MAKING SENSE OF SYNODAL STEPS DURING PRECARIOUS TIMES 2 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MAKING_SENSE_OF_SYNODAL_STEPS_DURING_PRECARIOUS_TIMES.doc
ABP. FELIX MACHADO AND BP. LUMEN MONTEIRO INITIATE FRANCIS’ SYNODALITY PUSH IN INDIAN CHURCH 10 SEPTEMBER/4 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_FELIX_MACHADO_AND_BP_LUMEN_MONTEIRO_INITIATE_FRANCIS_SYNODALITY_PUSH_IN_INDIAN_CHURCH.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL PATH SET BACK BY LACK OF QUORUM 4 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_SET_BACK_BY_LACK_OF_QUORUM.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL PATH ENDS ABRUPTLY, EXTENDED TO 2023 AFTER VOTES ON SEXUAL MORALITY, PRIESTHOOD 4 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_ENDS_ABRUPTLY_EXTENDED_TO_2023_AFTER_VOTES_ON_SEXUAL_MORALITY_PRIESTHOOD.doc
5 LUFTBALLOONS. WHAT HAPPENED IN FRANKFURT 4 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/5_LUFTBALLOONS_WHAT_HAPPENED_IN_FRANKFURT.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL PATH ENDORSES HOMOSEXUAL UNIONS, DEFENDS CONTRACEPTION, MASTURBATION 4 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_ENDORSES_HOMOSEXUAL_UNIONS_DEFENDS_CONTRACEPTION_MASTURBATION.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL WAY SESSION VOTES BY A MAJORITY TO NOT HAVE PRIESTS IN THE CHURCH 6 OCTOBER 2021 VIDEO
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_SESSION_VOTES_BY_A_MAJORITY_TO_NOT_HAVE_PRIESTS_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
GERMAN BISHOPS JOIN THE WOLVES 6 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOPS_JOIN_THE_WOLVES.doc
FRANCIS SAYS ECUMENICAL DIALOGUE MUST BE GROUNDED IN SYNODALITY 7 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_SAYS_ECUMENICAL_DIALOGUE_MUST_BE_GROUNDED_IN_SYNODALITY.doc
FRANCIS AND THE GERMAN CHURCH’S SYNODAL PATH-BP. ATHANASIUS SCHNEIDER VIDEO 7/8 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_AND_THE_GERMAN_CHURCHS_SYNODAL_PATH-BP_ATHANASIUS_SCHNEIDER.doc
US DIOCESES PREP FOR SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 8 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_DIOCESES_PREP_FOR_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
‘INDIAN CURRENTS’ LOOKS FORWARD TO SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 9 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_CURRENTS_LOOKS_FORWARD_TO_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
FRANCIS WARNS OF THREE RISKS OF THE SYNODAL PATH 9 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_WARNS_OF_THREE_RISKS_OF_THE_SYNODAL_PATH.doc

FRANCIS TRASHES TRADITION, CALLS FOR OPENNESS TO ‘THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE’ IN SYNODAL KICKOFF 10 OCTOBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_TRASHES_TRADITION_CALLS_FOR_OPENNESS_TO_THE_SPIRIT_OF_THE_AGE_IN_SYNODAL_KICKOFF.doc
FRANCIS OPENS SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 11 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_OPENS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
A ROMAN WEEKEND TO REMEMBER 11 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_ROMAN_WEEKEND_TO_REMEMBER.doc
INDIAN FEMINIST THEOLOGIANS LOOK FORWARD TO SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 11 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_FEMINIST_THEOLOGIANS_LOOK_FORWARD_TO_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY LAUNCHES, YET MANY QUESTIONS REMAIN 11 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_LAUNCHES_YET_MANY_QUESTIONS_REMAIN.doc
WHO NEEDS SYNODALITY? 12 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHO_NEEDS_SYNODALITY.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR OPENNESS TO THE ‘SPIRIT OF THE AGE’. IS THIS VATICAN III?-DR. JULES GOMES VIDEO 13 OCTOBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_OPENNESS_TO_THE_SPIRIT_OF_THE_AGE_IS_THIS_VATICAN_III-DR_JULES_GOMES.doc
CDL. MULLER SAYS MORTAL SIN GREATER DANGER THAN COVID-19 13 OCTOBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_SAYS_MORTAL_SIN_GREATER_DANGER_THAN_COVID-19.doc
NEW GERMAN LAY GROUP NEUER ANFANG CRITICAL OF RADICAL ACTIVISTS DOMINATING SYNODAL WAY 14 OCTOBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_GERMAN_LAY_GROUP_NEUER_ANFANG_CRITICAL_OF_RADICAL_ACTIVISTS_DOMINATING_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
THE ABUSE OF ‘COLLEGIALITY’ AND ‘SYNODALITY’ 15 OCTOBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_ABUSE_OF_COLLEGIALITY_AND_SYNODALITY.doc
FOLLOWING A DIFFERENT PATH FROM GERMANY’S HORRENDOUS SYNODAL WAY 15 OCTOBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FOLLOWING_A_DIFFERENT_PATH_FROM_GERMANYS_HORRENDOUS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
AUTHENTIC REFORM, WITHOUT SCHISM 16 OCTOBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AUTHENTIC_REFORM_WITHOUT_SCHISM.doc
DID THEY SUPPRESS THE LATIN MASS FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY? 18 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DID_THEY_SUPPRESS_THE_LATIN_MASS_FOR_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
INDIAN DIOCESES BEGIN PREPARING FOR 2023 ROME SYNOD 18 OCTOBER 2021, 6, 161 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_DIOCESES_BEGIN_PREPARING_FOR_2023_ROME_SYNOD.doc

CDL. DOLAN LISTS THE 7 ‘NON-NEGOTIABLES’ FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 19 OCTOBER 2021 
ttp://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_DOLAN_LISTS_THE_7_NON-NEGOTIABLES_FOR_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
VATICAN III? 19 OCTOBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_III.doc
DIOCESAN PHASE OF SYNODALITY BEGINS 19 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DIOCESAN_PHASE_OF_SYNODALITY_BEGINS.doc
WHITHER THE SYNOD ON SYNODS? 20 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHITHER_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODS.doc
VATICAN LAUNCHES SYNOD PRAYER APP, WEBSITE 20 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_LAUNCHES_SYNOD_PRAYER_APP_WEBSITE.doc
LIECHTENSTEIN ARCHBISHOP REFUSES TO ENGAGE IN THE SYNODAL AGENDA 20 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LIECHTENSTEIN_ARCHBISHOP_REFUSES_TO_ENGAGE_IN_THE_SYNODAL_AGENDA.doc
CDL. GERHARD MULLER EWTN INTERVIEW ON SYNODALITY 21 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_GERHARD_MULLER_EWTN_INTERVIEW_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
INDIGENOUS PRAYERS, DANCING IN CALIFORNIA SYNOD MASS 23 OCTOBER 2021 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIGENOUS_PRAYERS_DANCING_IN_CALIFORNIA_SYNOD_MASS.doc
THE SYNODAL PATH OF DIABOLICAL DISORIENTATION 2 NOVEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SYNODAL_PATH_OF_DIABOLICAL_DISORIENTATION.doc
RADICAL GOALS, METHODS OF SYNODAL WAY REVEALED BY LAY LEADER 4 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RADICAL_GOALS_METHODS_OF_SYNODAL_WAY_REVEALED_BY_LAY_LEADER.doc
VATICAN CALLS BISHOPS TO LISTEN TO NON-CHRISTIANS DURING SYNODAL PROCESS 4 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_CALLS_BISHOPS_TO_LISTEN_TO_NON-CHRISTIANS_DURING_SYNODAL_PROCESS.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL WAY’S ‘ORIGINAL SIN’ WAS TO SET ASIDE EVANGELIZATION, SAYS CDL. KASPER 9 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAYS_ORIGINAL_SIN_WAS_TO_SET_ASIDE_EVANGELIZATION_SAYS_CDL_KASPER.doc
MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE EMBARKS ON FRANCIS’ SYNODAL WAY 13 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE_EMBARKS_ON_FRANCIS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
THE CURSE OF MEETINGS. AND SYNODS 15 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CURSE_OF_MEETINGS_AND_SYNODS.doc

SYNODALITY-DON AGUIAR-MATTERS INDIA 15 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY-DON_AGUIAR-MATTERS_INDIA.doc
NUNCIO PUSHES SYNODALITY AT US BISHOPS’ EUCHARISTIC MEET, USCCB PRESIDENT IGNORES IT 16 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NUNCIO_PUSHES_SYNODALITY_AT_US_BISHOPS_EUCHARISTIC_MEET_USCCB_PRESIDENT_IGNORES_IT.doc
SYNOD OF BISHOPS SECY. GEN. CDL. GRECH URGES US BISHOPS TO PROCEED ON SYNODAL WAY 17 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS_SECY_GEN_CDL_GRECH_URGES_US_BISHOPS_TO_PROCEED_ON_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
THE VATICAN MAFIA UNDER JOHN PAUL II 17 NOVEMBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_VATICAN_MAFIA_UNDER_JOHN_PAUL_II.doc
INFLUENTIAL GERMAN CATHOLIC LAY GROUP ELECTS NEW LEADER 19 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INFLUENTIAL_GERMAN_CATHOLIC_LAY_GROUP_ELECTS_NEW_LEADER.doc
US BISHOPS DISCUSS FRANCIS’ MESSAGE OF SYNODALITY 24 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_BISHOPS_DISCUSS_FRANCIS_MESSAGE_OF_SYNODALITY.doc
HOW IS THE UPCOMING SYNOD NOT AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL? 29 NOVEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_IS_THE_UPCOMING_SYNOD_NOT_AN_ECUMENICAL_COUNCIL.doc
THE VATICAN MAFIA UNDER JOHN PAUL II 02 1 DECEMBER 2021 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_VATICAN_MAFIA_UNDER_JOHN_PAUL_II_02.doc
LINKED FILES [TO BE UPDATED IN DECEMBER 2021]:
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE (1350+ files)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE (1350+ files) 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
