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The Prosperity Gospel and its deadly deception
                                                       By Pranali Vadgaonkar
Today the world is chasing success & materialism.  And we who call ourselves Christians; called to be in this world, but not of this world, are we really any different? We see so many, follow many different theories for claiming & gaining the riches, this world has to offer. Some believe they have unlocked the secret to success after watching, the secret, and now follow the theory of “the law of attraction”. Some follow other new age beliefs & systems, each as though picking his own set of beliefs to his/ her own liking, even as professing Catholics. Here, God or His will, as such, have no place in our life, or rather should I say we command God, to do as our mind commands Him / or some now simply choose to call Him, The universe!  

To me, the prosperity gospel (and its teachings) is one that is dangerous & most deceptive. You may ask why, and I can explain. You see when error is called error, and the one in it is warned and repents we have some hope! But when a person thinks he is indeed following Christ but is actually following deception it is far more dangerous. A lie called a lie is easy to detect & renounce. A half lie is always more dangerous.

Now I have nothing against prospering and success. I have nothing against health or wellbeing. I will accept as much success and health, that Jesus offers me, as per my heavenly Father’s perfect plan & will for me, yet at the same time, I must also learn the value of suffering, the value of embracing the cross. Jesus said all who want to be my disciples, must renounce themselves pickup there cross daily and follow me. This is the sign of a disciple, the beauty of Christian sacrifice. How precious is the faith of our early saints who became poor for the sake of the gospel. As a Christian, one must seek to know God’s will in everything. We must also know, how to pray for God’s will to be done in everything. We must recall the prayer of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, when he prayed, not my will but Thy will be done. We must remember the prayer of Mary, where she called herself the handmaid of the Lord and asked, it be done unto her according to the will of God. If we are to be known as followers, we must indeed become like the one we follow. Hence, we must look to the simple life of Jesus, Mother Mary and St. Joseph. Our aim must be to model our life around the holy family. Around the authentic faith of Mary.

Prosperity theology (sometimes referred to as the prosperity gospel, the health and wealth gospel, the gospel of success, or seed faith) is not in line with the teachings of Christ & His Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I have seen good well-meaning Catholic’s watch Benny Hinn, a world-famous TV evangelist, mainly teaching around the prosperity gospel and other TV evangelists, all teaching on these lines, and get carried away. Some eventually even leave the Catholic Church and claim this church never taught them about the real Jesus.

It is very convenient to follow the teachings of the prosperity gospel, for some fool themselves into thinking they are still following Christ. It also seems to work for a few, at least for a while. They claim scriptures and promises. They are making positive confessions all the time, they visualize their dreams, they have been praying for and in faith already grasp it. There is much I can say here and I have seen this world from so close (when I was a Protestant and lots of such teachings were part of the group I attended), it makes me uncomfortable. God cannot be manipulated by our prayers. 

What then must we guard against? We must guard our hearts and minds, against greed and always wanting all the comforts of life, against rejecting the crosses God may send, to strengthen us. We must seek to do God’s will in all things. We should aim for surrender, total surrender of ourselves into His loving hands, the union of our will with His. How precious to Him is the one who seeks to do his perfect will.

God says all things put together work for our good, for those who are called according to God’s plans and purposes and for those who love him. Even a rejection, a failure, a sickness all things work together for good and are allowed to teach us something for our souls good. When we are sick it is not wrong to pray for healing, but while waiting it is more important to ask God what he wants to teach you through the situation and sickness.

Remember Saint Paul prayed for healing when a thorn was given him in the flesh (we don’t know what it was, but I believe it kept him humble), and three times he cried for healing, but he received the answer “My grace is sufficient for you for my strength is made known in your weakness.” This has been my favourite answer in all prayers I have prayed. For indeed when I am weak he is strong. 

When waiting for a job and an interview, should we not really ask God to do his will even here, as he knows what’s best for you and me. It we pray only to hear a yes, we will never be open for any other answer. Rather our prayer should be one of surrender, we should beg God to do his will even here, for we know not what is really best for us, we must learn surrender. When we leave everything to Jesus he really does work. 

I have seen this in my life and yet I doubt, at times lack faith too. Jesus understands this. But this too can be taken to him in pray “Lord I believe but help my unbelief” and he helps.

When we grow in intimacy with Jesus, we want to do more for him. We want to love him with all we have. We stop seeing prayer as a bucket list / grocery list or simply claiming scripture like the followers of the prosperity gospel. We see prayer as a dialogue of two hearts. We reach the most intimate union of souls. During holy mass, Communion is the highest form of union we can have here on earth with Jesus. He is in us and we in him. 

Being Catholic is a blessing. It’s this communion with Christ we have as his bride when the two become one.

He leaves Himself in your soul and stays there for as long as you let him.

In these moments speak to him ask him to lead you in his will. Let him know you love him. This is prayer of love, prayer of unspoken worlds yet powerful. Let him know how sorry you are for your sins and truly how you detest them.

The amount you give of yourself to Christ in communion is the amount you are transformed by him in each communion. How he waits for your love. 

Do you see what treasure you already had but never knew! O soul if only you knew the value of one communion well received, which he gives you freely, and had you truly grasped it, you would be satisfied and have no want .

Do you see now, how shallow the prosperity gospel is compared to the rich banquet & union the church had always offered you and me? It is we who have failed to see and understand (we includes me, I have fallen miserably short of his call time and again but he is gracious.) 

Jesus is no more just the word of God, he is the word of God made flesh for you and me. He is the living bread that come down from heaven. Our ancestors ate the manna that was perishable. Yet it sustained them through the journey to the promised land. Jesus word made flesh, our living manna who comes down from heaven in each communion, is our imperishable bread, how much more is he able to sustains us through our earthly pilgrim journey to the promised land of eternal rest and union with God, heaven our true home.

Come eat of this bread and drink of this wine🍷! Have this intimacy with Jesus. You will be lost in his love and he in yours. This is the Jesus we Catholics know and have always known find him again here in the Eucharist the true prosperity of our soul.

Amen.
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