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Awhile back I had begun a debate with an anti-Catholic named Steve Fitz on the topic of: "The Sinlessness of Mary."  

THE SINLESSNESS OF MARY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 JUNE 2018 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SINLESSNESS_OF_MARY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
The debate did not last past the first round as Mr. Fitz, who had given his word that he would provide direct answers to any questions I asked, failed to do so.  So, after giving him a couple of chances to make good on his word and answer the questions I asked of him in the first round, I suspended the debate.  I would be happy to get back to it if ever Mr. Fitz decided to honor his word and answer those questions.  

Anyway, in response to one of the newsletters I sent out which had the debate in it, I received an email from Pastor Gregory H. Smith, an Evangelical pastor.  Pastor Smith took issue with my contention (the Church's teaching) that Mary is sinless.  He and I exchanged some emails but I got really busy and was unable to continue our exchange, until now.  So, after many moons, I am finally picking up where I left off with Pastor Smith. 

So, below is our exchange to date.  It starts with his initial email to me, and goes from there.

Pastor Greg Smith

For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  This includes Mary.  Please stick to the Scriptures, not Catholic dogma.
 

John Martignoni

Are you seeking God in your life?

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     Yes!  Daily I try to seek God in my life.  But I do not seek religion.  I study God's word and pray and am led by God's Holy Spirit.  I know I am forgiven and saved because I have by faith through God's grace confessed that Jesus is Lord and believe that God (Father, Son, and Spirit) has raised Him from the dead.  I try to live my life full of good works in obedience to Christ's commands.  I do sin, but as part of the royal priesthood of believers, go directly to Christ for forgiveness, not needing any intermediaries.  As an evangelical pastor, I preach God's word each Sunday under the authority of the Holy Spirit and as a priest of God.
    Are you seeking God in your life or just following your religion?
 

John Martignoni

     Well, now we've got a problem.  First, you told me to "stick to the Scriptures".  Second, you said you do indeed seek God.  Third, problem is, the Bible says, "no one seeks for God," (Rom 3:11).

     So, "sticking" to the Scriptures, and to the way you interpret the Scriptures, then either you do not seek God in your life, or the Scriptures are wrong.

     Which is it?

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     You are right!  No one who is an unbeliever seeks God, BUT, keep reading in chapter 3.  Apart from the Law, the righteousness of God has been revealed through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe (Romans 3:21 – 22).  No one can find God or even seek God apart from God’s grace through faith and even that is a gift from God.  No one can come to God on their own.  That is why He had to foreknow us and predestine us, and then call, justify, and someday glorify.  So now, with God’s Holy Spirit in me, as a redeemed justified sanctified follower of Christ, I continue to seek God!
     I hope this answers your question John.  You still did not answer my question:  Are you seeking God in your life or just following your religion?  Are you in a religion or a relationship with Jesus Christ?
 
John Martignoni

     I will be happy to answer your question, Greg, once we've finished getting your answer to my question.  The verse in Romans 3:11 does not say, "No one who is an unbeliever seeks God."  It says, "No one seeks God."  Are you telling me that "no one" does not actually mean no one?  That "no one" is not an absolute?

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     I apologize.  I thought I did answer your question but let me try again in a more detailed response.  Then I look forward to answers to my questions!
     No one seeks God.  Everyone is condemned.  There are no exceptions.  All humanity is under sin and the control of Satan, his power, authority, and control.  And everyone has been charged with breaking God’s Law.  Everyone has been arraigned to answer to his sin.  And one can only be made right before God by acknowledging their sin and coming in humble faith before the Lord Jesus Christ for forgiveness and cleansing.
     John, if you look at the context of this paragraph in Romans 3, Paul brings up the accusations, the charges against us in verses 10 – 12.  These charges come from the Old Testament as Paul summarizes several texts from the Psalms and Isaiah.  These charges apply to people at that time and people today as it condemns us with an objective standard of holiness we cannot keep.
     The first charge is that there is none righteous, not even one (Psalm 14:1).  This also is absolute.  Mankind though thinks they can escape the judgment of God on Judgment Day because they have done some good things.  But mankind is universally evil.  Yes, they can do some good works, but their inner character is evil and there are no exceptions, not even one.  Righteousness means being right before God and only Jesus Christ has lived a righteous and sinless life (II Corinthians 5:21).  God has provided a way, the only way, for mankind to become righteous and that way is only by responding by faith to accept Jesus, that He took our penalty on the cross.  When we do, the righteousness of Christ is imputed or given to us.
     The second charge is that there is none who understands.  We all are completely unable to grasp the truths of God.  We may understand the facts but cannot exercise the faith.  We do not have the spiritual capacity to know or understand God.  It all seems foolish to us (I Corinthians 2:14) and we have a hardened heart (Ephesians 4:18).  We do not know how to get righteousness nor do we understand God’s standard of righteousness.
     The third charge is that there is none who seeks for God.  This is what we are talking about.  No one in his natural condition seeks after God.  With all of the religions in the world, one would think that there are a great many people seeking after God.  But, all false religious systems are really attempts to escape from and rebel from the true God and to discover or manufacture false gods of one’s own liking.  None seek God.  Instead, it is God who has to seek out individuals to draw them to seek Him first (Jeremiah 29:13, Matthew 7:8).  It is the Father who draws us to Himself (John 6:37, 44).  God is the One who initiates salvation.  It is only then that a person can seek God, who has responded to Him.
     The fourth charge is that all have turned aside (Psalm 14:3).  All of us lean in the wrong direction, deserting Him, each turning to our own way (Isaiah 53:6).  Jesus is the right way, the only way (John 14:6).  We must forsake our way and follow Jesus.
     Charge 5 is that together they have become useless.  We are spiritually worthless, like milk that has turned sour and rancid.  Apart from Christ we are spiritually dead, unable to produce any fruit, fit only to be thrown into the fire to be burned (John 15:6).
     The last charge is also a summary.  There is none who does good, there is not even one.  No one has the ability to do anything upright and good as measured by God’s perfect standard of righteousness.
     I hope this answers your question John.  Sorry for being wordy, but I thought it was important to look at the context.  Without the Father, we would not be able to seek after God.  But now, as a believer, we can seek God.
     I look forward to your answers now!
Greg

 

John Martignoni

     Well, there are still some problems with your answers that need to be cleared up.  But, since you have been very patient, I will answer the two questions you have asked, and then I will get back to the problems that are inherent in your answers.

     Your Question #1: Are you seeking God in your life or just following your religion?  My answer: Yes, I am seeking God in my life.  And, I am following my religion.  It is not an either-or situation, rather it is a both-and situation.  There is no conflict between the two as everything in my religion is designed to lead one to God. 

     Your Question #2: Are you in a religion or a relationship with Jesus Christ?  My answer, again, is: Both.  You are creating a false dichotomy between religion and having a relationship with Christ.  Nowhere do I find Scripture doing such a thing.  It is because of my religion that I have a relationship with Christ, a very intimate relationship with Christ.  I have life in Christ because I was saved through Baptism (1 Peter 3:21), and I abide in His love by keeping His commandments (John 15:10), and I will be raised by Him on the last day because I eat His flesh and drink His blood (John 6:54), but only if I hold firm in my first confidence to the end (Heb 3:14) and I can only do these things by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9).

     Now, I would like to get back to the problems I have with your answers to my questions.  
First, I'm glad to see that you recognize that in Romans 3, Paul is quoting from Psalm 14.  But, you have made a rather basic mistake in your interpretation of Psalm 14.  You stated that "there is none that is righteous, not even one," is an absolute that applies to all of mankind and you referenced Psalm 14:1.  The problem is, Greg, that Psalm 14:1-3, is not referring to all of mankind.  Rather, those verses are referring to those fools who say, "There is no God" (Psalm 14:1), the "children of men" (v. 2), the "evildoers" (v.4). 

     Psalm 14 goes on to talk about God's people (v. 4) and the "generation of the righteous" (v. 5).  So, it is clear, from the context, that "there is none that does good, no not one" and "they have all gone astray" and "they are all corrupt" are not referring to all of mankind, rather those phrases are referring to those who reject God.  There are two distinct groups in Psalm 14 - the "evildoers" who reject God and the "generation of the righteous" who are God's people, and verses 1-3 refer to the former, not the latter.  You have erred in your interpretation.

     Pastor Greg says that it is an "absolute" that "there are none righteous, no not one."  The Bible says there is a "generation of the righteous."  The Word of God also says that Noah was a "righteous man," "blameless in his generation" (Gen 6:9).  In Exodus 23:7, God tells the Israelites not to slay the innocent and the righteous.  If no one is righteous, no not one, then who is God talking about?  John the Baptist is described as a "righteous and holy man" (Mark 6:20).  He is also described as being filled with the Holy Spirit, "even from his mother's womb." John's parents are said to be "righteous" and "blameless" in "all" the commandments and ordinances of the Lord.  "The prayer of a righteous man availeth much," (James 5:16).  How is all of that possible if no one is righteous, no not one? 

     So, should I believe the word of Pastor Greg, or the Word of God?  And that is my general issue with your answer.  So much of what you state as fact, are words that I do not find in the Bible.  It is, for the most part, Pastor Greg's word that you gave me - your personal interpretation of God's Word that you gave me. 

     Now, you claim that the Holy Spirit is guiding you and that you "preach under the authority of the Holy Spirit."  Yet, nowhere do I see your name in the Bible that tells me you have such authority or that the Holy Spirit is guiding you.  So, since we are called to test the spirits (1 John 4:1), I hope you don't mind if I test your spirit.  Are you infallible in your interpretation of God's Word...yes or no?  And, how was the authority of the Holy Spirit that you claim to have, given to you?
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Continuing my debate on the Sinlessness of Mary with Evangelical pastor Greg Smith.  (For the first few rounds of the debate, see: http://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/447-apologetics-for-the-masses-340.)  I am going to start off this newsletter explaining a bit about the strategy for what I said in the last newsletter.  Why did I respond to a question about Mary's sinlessness with a question about seeking God?  Then, I will repeat my last response to him, which was in the last newsletter (so if you want to go straight to the new stuff, you can skip this section), then give you his latest response, followed by my reply to that. 

One of the two main verses that Protestants will go to in order to "prove" that Mary was not sinless is Romans 3:23 (the other being Luke 1:47): "...since ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."  "See," they say, "the Bible says 'ALL' have sinned.  And 'ALL' means 'ALL.'"  So, I always start off a conversation about Mary being sinless by asking the person who is arguing that she is not sinless this question: "Are you seeking God."  The reason I ask is because Romans 3:11 says, "No one seeks for God."  My reasoning is, that if "all" in verse 23 is an absolute, then "no one" in verse 11 has to also be an absolute.  Yet, virtually every single Protestant I've asked that question of says, "Yes, I am seeking God in my life."  (I had one, and only one, Protestant tell me that "No," they were not seeking God in their life.  Apparently, Jesus was seeking God for him, or some such nonsense.)

     Well, if "all" is an absolute, and "no one" is an absolute, then that can't be.  They can't be seeking God in their life because the Bible says "no one" seeks God.  Yet, they claim they are seeking God in their life.  Which means, they don't believe "no one" is an absolute.  But, if "no one" in verse 11 is not an absolute, then "all" in verse 23 is not necessarily an absolute either.  They're interpreting one verse one way, in order to fit their beliefs, but then they're interpreting another verse in a completely different way, in order to fit their beliefs.  Uhm...that's not the way it works. 

     When you point that out to them, you will quite often get something along the lines of what Pastor Greg says - that none of the unbelievers seek God, but the believers do seek God and that verse 11 is talking about the unbelievers.  Amen!  That's exactly the case in Psalm 14 - which Paul is quoting from here.  There are those fools who say there is no God, then there is the generation of the righteous.  And that is exactly the case in Romans 3.  Which means "no one" is not an absolute, and neither is "all." 

     Paul is not talking about individual cases here.  He's talking about two groups of people - Jews and Gentiles.  Chapter 3 is all about telling the Jews that, just because they are Jews, it doesn't mean they are better off than the Gentiles.  The context of the chapter is that Paul is making the case that righteousness does not come from the Law, and so Jews are not at an advantage vis-a-vis the Gentiles when it comes to sin.  That Jews are not exempt from the power of sin just because they are Jews.  We see this context most readily in verse 9 and verse 29. 

     So, when Paul says that "all" have sinned, he is talking about Jews and Gentiles - as groups - have sinned.  That Jew and Gentile are both under the power of sin.  That you aren't granted an exception from sin just because you're a Jew.  It is not, however, a universal absolute, just as "no one seeks God" is not a universal absolute.  If "all" is interpreted as a universal absolute, then you've got a problem, because Jesus would be included in "all."  At least, His human nature would be.  And we know that isn't the case.

 

John Martignoni (from Apologetics for the Masses #340)
     Well, [Pastor Greg,] there are still some problems with your answers that need to be cleared up.  But, since you have been very patient, I will answer the two questions you have asked, and then I will get back to the problems that are inherent in your answers.

     Your Question #1: Are you seeking God in your life or just following your religion?  My answer: Yes, I am seeking God in my life.  And, I am following my religion.  It is not an either-or situation, rather it is a both-and situation.  There is no conflict between the two as everything in my religion is designed to lead one to God. 

     Your Question #2: Are you in a religion or a relationship with Jesus Christ?  My answer, again, is: Both.  You are creating a false dichotomy between religion and having a relationship with Christ.  Nowhere do I find Scripture doing such a thing.  It is because of my religion that I have a relationship with Christ, a very intimate relationship with Christ.  I have life in Christ because I was saved through Baptism (1 Peter 3:21), and I abide in His love by keeping His commandments (John 15:10), and I will be raised by Him on the last day because I eat His flesh and drink His blood (John 6:54), but only if I hold firm in my first confidence to the end (Heb 3:14) and I can only do these things by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9).

     Now, I would like to get back to the problems I have with your answers to my questions.  First, I'm glad to see that you recognize that in Romans 3, Paul is quoting from Psalm 14.  But, you have made a rather basic mistake in your interpretation of Psalm 14.  You stated that "there is none that is righteous, not even one," is an absolute that applies to all of mankind and you referenced Psalm 14:1.  The problem is, Greg, that Psalm 14:1-3, is not referring to all of mankind.  Rather, those verses are referring to those fools who say, "There is no God" (Psalm 14:1), the "children of men" (v. 2), the "evildoers" (v.4). 

     Psalm 14 goes on to talk about God's people (v. 4) and the "generation of the righteous" (v. 5).  So, it is clear, from the context, that "there is none that does good, no not one" and "they have all gone astray" and "they are all corrupt" are not referring to all of mankind, rather those phrases are referring to those who reject God.  There are two distinct groups in Psalm 14 - the "evildoers" who reject God and the "generation of the righteous" who are God's people, and verses 1-3 refer to the former, not the latter.  You have erred in your interpretation.

     Pastor Greg says that it is an "absolute" that "there are none righteous, no not one."  The Bible says there is a "generation of the righteous."  The Word of God also says that Noah was a "righteous man," "blameless in his generation" (Gen 6:9).  In Exodus 23:7, God tells the Israelites not to slay the innocent and the righteous.  If no one is righteous, no not one, then who is God talking about?  John the Baptist is described as a "righteous and holy man" (Mark 6:20).  He is also described as being filled with the Holy Spirit, "even from his mother's womb." John's parents are said to be "righteous" and "blameless" in "all" the commandments and ordinances of the Lord.  "The prayer of a righteous man availeth much," (James 5:16).  How is all of that possible if no one is righteous, no not one? 

     So, should I believe the word of Pastor Greg, or the Word of God?  And that is my general issue with your answer.  So much of what you state as fact, are words that I do not find in the Bible.  It is, for the most part, Pastor Greg's word that you gave me - your personal interpretation of God's Word that you gave me. 

     Now, you claim that the Holy Spirit is guiding you and that you "preach under the authority of the Holy Spirit."  Yet, nowhere do I see your name in the Bible that tells me you have such authority or that the Holy Spirit is guiding you.  So, since we are called to test the spirits (1 John 4:1), I hope you don't mind if I test your spirit.  Are you infallible in your interpretation of God's Word...yes or no?  And, how was the authority of the Holy Spirit that you claim to have, given to you?


 

Pastor Greg Smith
     Let me attempt to answer your question, the question you commonly bring to all Protestant pastors.  “Where does your authority come from?”  Our authority comes from God.  God is the final authority and He has revealed this authority by direct revelation to the prophets and apostles who wrote the Scriptures, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (II Peter 1:20 – 21). 
     Our authority to preach comes from the Scriptures alone.  Paul wrote to Timothy in II Timothy 4:2 to, “Preach the word.”  Pastors are also responsible to teach (I Timothy 3:2, 5:17; Ephesians 4:11), lead (I Timothy 3:5, 5:17), pray (James 5:13 – 16), and shepherd the church (I Peter 5:1 – 4).  This authority is delegated by Jesus Christ, the rock, the cornerstone, and the head of the church, directly to pastors and elders.  Nothing else is authoritative.  God is the ultimate authority and all spiritual commands that we must obey come from God through the Scriptures alone.  It does not come through popes or church councils or church fathers or church creeds or traditions.  It only comes from the commandments of God as found in the Scriptures. 
     As pastors, we are to preach this word, not what we think, but preach the Scriptures, His word.  Pastors do not have any authority in their own reason or experience or what our church might think.  The only authority that we have is in the Word of God.  Only “Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17). 
     So, when evangelical pastors preach, we let the Word of God speak.  We get out of the way of what is in the Scriptures.  We (hopefully) do not try to come up with some clever message or pithy thing to say.  We dig deep into the passage to find out what God’s message is to us.  And then we let the Scripture speak.  Under the authority of Scripture, we command those that hear to believe and obey.  That is the authority God passes on to preachers to "preach the word.”

     Most Evangelicals have a high regard for the teachings of the early church fathers, but do not believe it is infallible, like Scripture is.  No church has the right to formulate new doctrine or to make decisions contrary to the teaching of Scripture because church leaders and church councils can and do make mistakes.  Only Scripture is inspired by God (II Timothy 3:16).  God superintended on the human authors so that, using their own individual personalities and writing styles, composed and recorded God’s word without error.
     In addition, all of the apostolic teachings and traditions necessary for faith and practice that God wanted communicated to His people are found within the New Testament (II Timothy 3:15 – 17).  Paul did tell the Thessalonians to stand fast and hold the traditions that were passed down from us, what he had personally taught as an apostle of God.  The apostles for a time communicated their teachings orally until those teachings could be permanently recorded in written form.  Once the apostles committed their teachings to written form and then died, the written Scriptures alone became our final authority for matters of faith and practice.
 

John Martignoni
     First, Greg, let me make a distinction regarding a question I had previously asked you.  It might be a fine distinction, but it is an important distinction, nonetheless.  And it is this: I did not ask you "where" your authority you claim to have comes from, I asked how this authority was given to you.  All authority ultimately comes from God...absolutely.  But, how exactly was the authority you claim to have given to you?  And, how am I to know that you have been given such authority, by the Holy Spirit, to preach the Word of God and to claim that what you preach is true? 

     You mention Paul writing to Timothy and telling him to "preach the word."  Well, how was Timothy's authority to preach the word given to him?  I suppose you would answer, "From the Scriptures alone," as you did above?  Yet, that is not what Scripture tells us.  In 1 Tim 4:14 and 2 Tim 1:6, it is made very clear that Timothy's authority to preach, as well as to command others, comes from the laying on of hands of Paul and the elders. 

     Forgive me, then, if I reject your answer to that question since I do not find your answer in Scripture, which you tell me is "the only authority that we have."  So, I must needs ask: Who, if anyone, laid hands on you?  And, if someone did lay hands on you, what authority did they have?  And, who laid hands on them?  And what authority did they have?  And, who laid hands on those people?  And so on and so on back into time.  In other words, how far back can you trace whatever line of authority you might claim to have, if you do indeed claim authority through the laying on of hands?

     Furthermore, you state the following: "This authority is delegated by Jesus Christ, the rock, the cornerstone, and the head of the church, directly to pastors and elders."  Actually, no, it is not.  At least, not according to your theology.  (By the way, this is actually an answer to the question that I did ask you.)  Your answer is not found in the Bible, so, again, I reject it.  Are you saying that anyone can simply declare they have been given such authority directly by Jesus Christ and then go out and start their own church?  What if I claim such authority?  Can you deny my claim?

     You had written: "[God] has revealed this authority by direct revelation to the prophets and apostles who wrote the Scriptures, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit."  You were correct in that statement.  Authority, in the New Testament, was delegated to the Apostles directly by Jesus Christ (John 20:21; Matt 28:18-19; Matt 16:19; Matt 18:18).  This authority was then passed on through the laying on of hands.  In the New Testament, we do not see leaders of the Church simply declaring themselves to have the authority to preach, teach, lead, pastor, and command that they have received straight from Jesus Christ through the Scriptures.  So, again, who laid hands on you?  And how did they receive the authority to do such a thing?

     There is another problem I have with what you have written.  You stated: "God is the ultimate authority and all spiritual commands that we must obey come from God through the Scriptures alone."  God is indeed the ultimate authority, but where does the Bible say, "All spiritual commands that we must obey come from God through the Scriptures alone?"

     In that same vein, you also said this: " In addition, all of the apostolic teachings and traditions necessary for faith and practice that God wanted communicated to His people are found within the New Testament (II Timothy 3:15 – 17)."  Is knowing that the books of the Bible are the inspired, inerrant Word of God "necessary for faith and practice"?  I ask, because nowhere does the Bible say, for example, that the Gospel of Mark is the inspired, inerrant Word of God.  Is knowing which books are indeed supposed to be in the Bible "necessary for faith and practice"?  I ask, because nowhere does the Bible give us a list of which books are supposed to be in the Bible. 

     How do you know that Mark is inspired and inerrant if the Bible doesn't say so?  How do you know which books are even supposed to be in the Bible if there is no list, in the Bible, that gives you that information?  What authority outside of the Bible are you relying on to know that Mark is inspired?  Or Hebrews?  Or Revelation?  Or any of the other books?

     You also stated the following: "As pastors, we are to preach this word, not what we think, but preach the Scriptures, His word." That is demonstrably false.  How long is your average sermon?  30 minutes?  45 minutes?  Are you simply standing up there reading from Scripture the whole time?  No, you are not.  You probably read a verse or two, and then you expound on those verses for several minutes using your own understanding and knowledge.  In other words, you read a little Scripture, and then you tell the people what YOU think it means.  The vast majority of each of your sermons is actually the word of Greg - what you think Scripture means - as opposed to the Word of God.  Do you deny this?

     There is so much more that is wrong in your reply that I could expound on, but this is getting a bit long, so I'll close with two things:

     1) Again, you stated the following: "...all of the apostolic teachings and traditions necessary for faith and practice that God wanted communicated to His people are found within the New Testament (II Timothy 3:15 – 17)."  
I find it remarkable that you cited 2 Tim 3:15-17 there.  You do realize, don't you, that Paul was specifically talking about the Old Testament in that passage?  He says in v.15, "...and how from CHILDHOOD you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus."  When Timothy was a child, few - if any - of the books of the New Testament had been written.  Also, it would have been from his Jewish mother, not his Gentile father, that Timothy would have learned of the "sacred writings."  I.e., the Old Testament.  Not a good passage to cite for a Sola Scriptura claim, as it would prove Sola Old Testament Scriptura, if anything.

     2) I noticed that you studiously avoided answering the first of the questions I had asked you in my last reply: "Are you infallible in your interpretation of God's Word...yes or no?"  So, are you?  I think, from what you've said about church leaders and chuch councils making mistakes, that you would not claim infallibility (correct me if I'm wrong on that).  Which, if that is indeed the case, leads me to ask: Why should I accept anything that you have to say as being true, if any or all parts of what you say could be wrong?

There really is a good bit more of what he said that is contrary to the Bible and even contradictory to his own statements.  If the conversation allows for it, I will bring those things up.  If not, then I may come back to this when all is said and done, and point out other errors in his reply so that you can be looking for these same errors folks will make in conversations that you have.
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This one is going to be a little bit longer than usual, but I really want to point out all the errors in what he is saying, so I am going to be a bit more thorough in this one.  But, I think you will enjoy it.  And, if you stick with me, I should be able to reign things in a bit in the next round and bring it back to just a few main points.

Pastor Greg Smith

Hi John,

     This is a great discussion and I hope your readers will better understand our two differing viewpoints.  Thank you for not editing out anything that I have written, putting it in full in your newsletter, and for having a discussion where we can calmly and rationally talk about these issues.  It does seem that our responses are getting longer each time because we keep expanding on each other’s questions and arguments.

 

John Martignoni

     I have discussions like this with Protestants - and even atheists - all the time, and I have never cut, changed, edited, any of their comments.  Truth does not fear error. 

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     Let me first respond briefly to what you said about Mary, the mother of Jesus.  If Mary was not a sinner, she would not need a Savior.  However, she in fact recognizes that her Son is her Savior (Luke 1:47).  Her spirit rejoiced in God her Savior.  She said that she rejoices or exalts.  This is in the present tense, meaning ongoing and continuous.  And please look at her humility.  She said God took notice of His lowly servant girl.  She lowered herself and exalted God.  And that is who she worshipped.  She worshipped the Lord.  The Lord is Yahweh.  He is God.  He is God my Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Mary knew she needed a Savior.  She was a sinner.  She was not perfect.  The Apostle Paul confirms this when he said that all sinned (Romans 5:12).

 

John Martignoni

     Greg, are you a drunkard?  Or, a drug addict?  A compulsive gambler, maybe?  If your answer is, "No," to any or all of these questions, would you say that you were saved from committing those sins by Jesus Christ?  Based on what you've said so far, and please correct me if I'm wrong, I believe you would agree that you were saved from any or all of those sinful behaviors by Jesus Christ, right?  The principle here is that a person can be saved from sin by Jesus Christ, before they ever commit the sins.  Do you disagree with that?

      Just so Mary.  Jesus is indeed her Savior.  He saved her from sin - before she ever committed sin.  And the Bible backs the Church up on this.  In Genesis 3:15, God says He will put enmity between the woman and Satan.  What woman?  The woman whose seed will bruise the head of Satan.  Who is being referenced here as the seed?  Jesus Christ.  What woman is Jesus Christ the "seed" of?  Mary.  God Himself puts enmity between Mary and Satan.  If there is divine enmity between Mary and Satan, how would she sin, since sinning puts you and Satan essentially on pretty good speaking terms?

     So, I have to ask myself: Am I to believe the Word of God which says there is divine enmity between Satan and Mary, or am I to believe the word of Greg which says Satan was able to overcome God putting enmity between him and Mary?

     Also, in Rev 12, we see a passage that parallels Genesis 3:15.  Again, we have the "woman."  We also have Christ, and we also have Satan.  The woman brings forth a male child who is to rule all the nations.  Who is the male child who will rule all nations?  Jesus Christ.  Who is the woman who brought Him forth?  Mary.  And, then, what do we see in the latter part of Rev 12?  We see God, through a special grace, saving Mary from the dragon - Satan - before he ever caught her (verses 6, 14-17).  So, God put enmity between the mother of His Son and Satan in Genesis, and saved the mother of His Son from Satan before Satan ever caught up to her in Revelation.  So, if Satan never caught her, would you still say she sinned?

     Now, regarding Romans 5:12, you correctly state that Paul says "ALL have sinned."  But, as I have shown regarding the passage from Romans 3, "all" isn't necessarily an absolute.  And that is most certainly the case here.  In Romans 5:12, Paul makes the connection between death and sin.  He says "death spread to all men because all men sinned."  That "because" is very important.  So, if absolutely "ALL" men have sinned, as you claim, then we should see from the Word of God that absolutely "ALL" men have died, right?  Well, you've got a problem there.  Did "ALL" men die?  No. The Bible tells us Enoch never died - Hebrews 11:5; Genesis 5:24.  So, "all" isn't an absolute, is it?  Furthermore, since sin leads to death, and Enoch did not die, he must not have sinned, right? 

     The Bible also tells us that Elijah never died - he was taken up to Heaven in a fiery chariot - 2 Kings 2:10-12.  So, again, "ALL" doesn't mean absolutely "ALL," does it?  Furthermore, since sin leads to death, and Elijah did not die, he must not have sinned, right?  Also, we know that Jesus died.  So, if death is because of sin, and Jesus died, then Jesus must have sinned, right?  After all, it says "all" and "all" means absolutely "all", doesn't it?  Then did Jesus sin?  I think not.

     Which means, if you were to interpret Scripture in a consistent manner, and without all of your private and fallible preconceived notions, you would see that the word "ALL" in Romans 5 is not as absolute as you seem to want to make it.  Or, do you assert that the first "all" in Rom 5:12 allows for exceptions, but the second "all" in Rom 5:12 does not? 

     You are yet again inconsistent in your interpretation of Scripture, and I will provide further evidence of that to you.  Paul says, "ALL have sinned," so you interpret that as an absolute.  Yet, Paul also says, just a few verses on, "Then as one man's [Adam] trespass led to condemnation for ALL men, so one man's [Jesus] act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for ALL men," (verse 18).  In the King James Version (KJV), Romans 5:18 says, "Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon ALL men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon ALL men unto justification of life." 

     So, do you believe ALL men are saved?  After all, Paul says "ALL" men are acquitted and receive life because of Jesus.  Do you believe in universal salvation?  I'll bet you don't.  Which means, once again, as you did with Romans 3, you interpret a verse one way - in order to fit your pre-conceived fallible beliefs; while interpreting a nearby verse in a completely different way - in order to fit your pre-conceived fallible beliefs.  Your inconsistency in scriptural interpretation leaves great doubt in my mind regarding your claims of being able to preach the truth.

     So, no, Mary never sinned, and the Word of God, when interpreted in a consistent and proper manner, backs up the Catholic Church on this.

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     Now, before I begin answering your many questions and arguments, let me give you a brief overview of how I became a pastor, since you asked.  Maybe this will help to see where I am coming from.

     I grew up in a Christian home and was blessed to receive a Christian education through high school.  I became an electrical engineer.  While finishing my masters degree, I felt the call of God in my heart to begin seminary at Talbot Seminary at Biola University.  As I continued working full time, I graduated seminary (a place like where Paul wrote Timothy to teach faithful men in II Timothy 2:2) and was prayed upon with the laying on of hands and then became an associate pastor.  During this time, God opened door after door, providing the funds, the time, and opportunities along the way for ministry.  Later, I went back to get my doctorate in ministry at Talbot and before I graduated, God provided another church, a small church, where I was called by the consistory and elders of the church to be the pastor.  I continue being a bi-vocational pastor, working as both an electrical engineer and the senior pastor.

     God has provided me the opportunities and given me the abilities to be the pastor.  God provides all Christians with spiritual gifts.  My spiritual gift is pastoring and teaching (Ephesians 4:11).  These gifts come from the Holy Spirit to equip the saints for service in the church.  My call to preach and the authority to preach did not come through a succession of men that can trace their way back to the Apostle Peter.  I was called by a local church who recognized my God-given abilities and gifts to faithfully preach the word.

 

John Martignoni

     So, let me make sure I have this straight.  The spiritual gifts, the gifts of preaching and teaching, and the authority that you have, were given to you directly by the Holy Spirit, correct?  It was not through the laying on of hands that these gifts and authority were transmitted to you as we see with Timothy in 1 Tim 4:14 and 2 Tim 1:6?  In other words, in Scripture we see a leader in the early Church, Timothy, receiving his gifts and authoritythrough the laying on of hands, but for you, the laying on of hands was just some formality that you indulged in, but nothing significant was passed on to you through the laying on of hands, right?

     Well, sorry, but you have offered no evidence of any kind that you have any authority from God to preach and teach and pastor and command anything in the Church.  So, I reject your claims.

     You talk about the gifts God has given you.  Well, God has also given me a number of gifts.  The gifts of preaching and teaching, amongst others.  He has provided me with opportunities to teach far more people than you ever have.  My background is in Finance and Business.  I have no degree whatsoever in Theology or Ministry of any type.  Yet, I am heard on some 300+ radio stations around the country, internationally via shortwave and the internet, seen nationally and internationally on television, have distributed in the neighborhood of 2 million copies of my talks, and this newsletter has almost 40,000 subscribers from all 50 states and at least 80 countries that I know of.  So, yes, God has opened a lot of doors for me.  God has truly provided for me.  Given all of that, may I, according to your theology, start my own church and come up with my own set of doctrines and dogmas, based on my private fallible interpretations of Scripture, that I can then teach to people?  Yes or no?

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     This really brings up the subject of apostolic succession that you believe in, that is not a biblical doctrine.  Apostolic succession is not in the Scriptures, nor is the idea that Peter was supreme among the apostles, and so therefore it is rejected by evangelical pastors who believe in the authority and inerrancy of the Scriptures.  If Peter was supreme, he would not have been rebuked by Paul over his relationship with Gentiles, when he was not acting in line with the truth of the gospel (Galatians 2:11 – 14).  Peter was one of the leaders of the church in Jerusalem and the leader of the twelve, a great man used by the Lord, but James and Paul too were leaders of the church.  Nowhere in Scripture is Peter recognized as the pastor of the Roman church or that he was even in Rome!  Where is he in Paul’s mention of the saints in the church in Rome in Romans 16?  Where is he when Paul greets ten members from the church in Rome in II Timothy?  Instead, it was Paul who was entrusted as the pastor to the circumcised, to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:7 – 8), not Peter!  And nowhere in Scripture does it ever say that Peter’s successors (of which some of the popes were very ungodly) are absolutely supreme over the other apostles’ successors.  On top of that, nowhere does it say in the Scriptures that the apostles passed on their authority to their successors, nor does it predict that they will pass on that authority to their successors.

     And let’s look at the humility of the Apostle Peter himself in I Peter 1.  Peter introduces himself as the apostle of Jesus Christ, not as the head of the church.  In I Peter 5, Peter exhorted the elders as a fellow elder.   I Peter 2:5, he says we are part of a holy priesthood, a people for God’s own possession.  There is no priesthood except for the priesthood of believers, of which all believers are a part.

     How could there be apostolic succession when the requirement of being an apostle was to be a witness of Jesus Christ and His resurrection.  Only the apostles and some (500 at one time) in the first century saw the risen Lord!  Apostolic succession ended with the apostles.

 

John Martignoni

     I am going to hold off, for now, on a discussion of apostolic succession.  Other than to ask you this question: Will you agree that everything you said above about Peter and apostolic succession could be in error because it is based on your fallible interpretation of Scripture?  Yes or no? 
    

Pastor Greg Smith

     Jesus ordained the apostles to build the foundation of the church upon Him the chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20).  They have done that through the New Testament.  So we do not need apostolic succession either.  What the church needs are the teachings of the apostles to be accurately taught and preached and applied in our churches.  This is not being done in many Protestant and Catholic churches today.  Yes, there will be false teachers that come.  Yes, there will be some who teach false doctrine.  There will be different interpretations of the Scripture.  But this is the result of Protestant and Catholic teachings interpreting the Scriptures based upon their traditions, instead of teaching the inerrant Scripture as a whole and within its proper context.

 

John Martignoni

     This is the part of these discussions that I always find fascinating. 

     Pastor Greg: "What the church needs are the teachings of the apostles to be accurately taught and preached and applied in our churches."

     Translation: "I teach my fallible understanding of the Scriptures in my church as if it is infallible."

     Pastor Greg: "This is not being done in many Protestant and Catholic churches today."

     Translation: "Many Protestant and Catholic churches disagree with my fallible interpretations of Scripture, so I infallibly declare them to be wrong in what they teach and preach and practice."

     Pastor Greg: "Yes there will be false teachers who come.  Yes there will be some who teach false doctrine."

     Interpretation: "Not me, of course.  Rather, anyone who disagrees with my fallible interpretations of Scripture is a false teacher and they teach false doctrine."

     Pastor Greg: "But this is the result of Protestant and Catholic teachings interpreting the Scriptures based upon their traditions, instead of teaching the inerrant Scripture as a whole and within its proper context."

     Interpretation: "I claim to be fallible in theory, but I am actually infallible in practice, so, again, if you disagree with my fallible (in theory) interpretations of Scripture, then you are infallibly wrong (in practice), especially you Catholics."

    

Pastor Greg Smith

     Let me now give some brief answers to your other questions:

Where does the Bible say, "All spiritual commands that we must obey come from God through the Scriptures alone?"

     It says this in a lot of places.  Where else would truth come from?  There is no other source of truth.

John 17:17 – Thy Word is truth.  What else is truth?  Nothing else.

II Timothy 3:15 – 16 – all Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for . . . What else is inspired?  Nothing else.

Matthew 4:4 – Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Only Scripture.  Nothing else.

Mark 7:13 – “You are making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which you have delivered and many such things you do.”  Scripture is the final and only authority that we have.  Nothing else.

 

John Martignoni

     Actually, Greg, not a single one of those verses you gave me says, and please note the quotation marks: "All spiritual commands that we must obey come from God through the Scriptures alone."  In other words, you are interpreting the verses you gave me to say what you want them to say in accord with your fallible, preconceived notions of Scripture.  You can't deny that!  You cited Scripture verses and then you "interpreted" them.  You did not just give me the Word of God, you gave me the word of Greg.  Sorry, but I reject your word and I will stick to the Word of God.

     So, will you agree with me, or not, that there is no verse in Scripture that states: "All spiritual commands that we must obey come from God through the Scriptures alone?"  That those words are from you, not from God?  And I will prove you to be false with your own words.  You said the following: "I felt the call of God in my heart."  Does Scripture somewhere say, "Greg Smith, I, God, am calling you to go to seminary?"  No, it doesn't.  Your heart said that.  So, is your heart a source of truth?  I thought only Scripture was a source of truth?  Since your heart is not Scripture, why would you believe it?  I thought all spiritual things came from God through Scripture "alone"?

    John 17:17 - What else is truth besides the Word of God?  Nothing you say.  Yet, you use all sorts of mathematical and scientific truths, that are not found in the Word of God, to accomplish your work as an engineer, do you not?  Is 2+2=4 true?  It's not found in the Bible, so it must not be true, according to you.

     2 Tim 3:15-17 - I agree that only Scripture is inspired.  However, you still have not addressed your faux pas about using 2 Tim 3:15-17 as proof that everything God wants us to know about spiritual matters is in the Bible, since 2 Tim 3:15-17 is speaking specifically about the Old Testament.  Do you believe in Sola Old Testament Scriptura?

     Matt 4:4 - Does not say, "Only Scripture. Nothing else."  Once again, you add your own interpretation.

     Mark 7:13 - "Scripture is the final and only authority we have.  Nothing else."  Mark 7:13 doesn't actually say that, though, does it?  Those are your words, not God's.  I find it absolutely fascinating, that a man who claims the only authority is Scripture, continually uses his own words as substitutes for the Word of God.   

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     Is knowing that the books of the Bible are the inspired, inerrant Word of God "necessary for faith and practice"?  I ask, because nowhere does the Bible say, for example, that the Gospel of Mark is the inspired, inerrant Word of God.

Let me combine this with the first of your ending questions:

1) Again, you stated the following: "...all of the apostolic teachings and traditions necessary for faith and practice that God wanted communicated to His people are found within the New Testament (II Timothy 3:15 – 17)."  I find it remarkable that you cited 2 Tim 3:15-17 there.  You do realize, don't you, that Paul was specifically talking about the Old Testament in that passage?  He says in v.15, "...and how from CHILDHOOD you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus."  When Timothy was a child, few - if any - of the books of the New Testament had been written.  Also, it would have been from his Jewish mother, not his Gentile father, that Timothy would have learned of the "sacred writings."  I.e., the Old Testament.  Not a good passage to cite for a Sola Scriptura claim, as it would prove Sola Old Testament Scriptura, if anything.

     How do we know that we can accept the whole Bible as God’s inspired, inerrant Word?  Great question.  I believe that we can agree to accept the Old Testament as being inspired from II Timothy 3:15 – 17 as you stated above.  In addition, Peter confirms that Paul’s epistles (II Peter 3:16), though some are hard to understand, but they are part of the rest of Scripture.  Paul refers to Luke as Scripture in I Timothy 5:18, when he quotes both Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7 and refers to both as Scripture.  The writings of the apostles themselves (Matthew, Mark (through Peter), John, I and II Peter, I and II and III John, and Revelation) were mostly accepted early as Scripture (the smaller books took more time), as writings from the apostles (II Peter 3:2).  By 397 AD, by the council of Carthage, all 66 books were accepted as canonical.

 

John Martignoni

     No, we cannot agree that the Old Testament is inspired based on 2 Tim 3:15-17.  How do we know the letters to Timothy are inspired?  Peter mentions them you say.  No, actually he doesn't...at least, not by name.  So, maybe Peter was only speaking of 2 or 3 of Paul's epistles.  How do you know?  But, even if he did name all of Paul's epistles, how do we know anything Peter says or writes is inspired?  Does the Bible somewhere say, "Everything Peter writes is inspired?"  How do you know Mark is confirmed as inspired by Peter?  Where does the Bible say that?  How do you know Mark even knew Peter?  Which Mark wrote Mark?  And how do you know?  And, who wrote the Letter to the Hebrews?  Which John wrote John?  Which James wrote James?  Does the Bible somewhere say, "James the Apostle wrote the Letter of James and he was inspired by God to do it?"  If so, where? 

     Sorry, but you are grasping at straws in an attempt to answer my question, and those straws all contain logical inconsistencies that you simply cannot get around.  You are relying on non-biblical traditions in order to prove to me that the Bible alone is the sole authority, the sole source of truth for the Christian, the sole source of all spiritual commands - the Bible and only the Bible!  That is a logical contradiction!  I mean, you cite a council of Catholic bishops as evidence for your position.  Really?!  And, by the way, the Council of Carthage accepting all 73 books of the Bible as canonical, not 66 books, as did the Council of Hippo a few years earlier.

     The Bible cannot witness to itself in order to prove that it is the inspired inerrant Word of God.  It even says as much.  Besides, the Koran claims to be the Word of God.  Do you accept its witness?  No.  Why not?  By your methodology, we have to accept it.  The Book of Mormon, I believe, claims to be the Word of God.  Do you accept its witness?  No.  Why not?  I mean, it must be true, right?  After all, it says it is. 

     Sorry, pastor, but you are relying on some authority outside of the Bible in order to not only believe the Bible is the inspired, inerrant, Word of God, but you are also relying on that authority in order to know which books should even be in the Bible in the first place.  In other words, you don't have "everything necessary for faith and practice" from just your reading of the Bible.  But, what authority is it exactly you are relying on for your knowledge of the Bible and its inspiration?

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     Your second question:

2) I noticed that you studiously avoided answering the first of the questions I had asked you in my last reply: "Are you infallible in your interpretation of God's Word...yes or no?"  So, are you?  I think, from what you've said about church leaders and chuch councils making mistakes that you would not claim infallibility (correct me if I'm wrong on that).  Which, if that is indeed the case, leads me to ask: Why should I accept anything that you have to say as being true, if any or all parts of what you say could be wrong?

     Only the Scripture is authoritative.  You should accept this statement based upon what I have written above.  There is no other way to know the truth.  There is no other truth.  Again, Jesus said, “Thy word is truth.”  I am not infallible.  But, as I mentioned before, in my 35 minute long sermons, when I speak from the Scriptures, that is authoritative.  I may quote facts from other reliable sources.  They are most likely true.  In my research, I take it to the point of trying to verify that it is truth.  Do I know for sure?  No.  Is my sermon completely infallible?  No.  But when I read and command from Scripture, it is infallible.  We are to be like the Bereans in Acts 17 to search the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things are so.

 

John Martignoni

     I'm sorry, but how can you claim on the one hand that you are not infallible, but on the other hand also claim that when you speak from the Scriptures that it is authoritative?  Something that has a possibility of being wrong...of being false...such as the words you use to convey your fallible understanding of Scripture, cannot, by its very nature, be authoritative.  Jesus speaks infallibly.  The Holy Spirit speaks infallibly.  Pastor Greg speaks fallibly.  Therefore, Pastor Greg cannot be guided, as he claims, by the Holy Spirit.  If you were, then you would be infallible.  Unless, you wish to claim that the Holy Spirit is fallible?

     Are you unable to grasp the dangers involved with fallible men proclaiming what they think the Word of God means and having people gambling the fate of their immortal souls not on the Word of God, but rather on the fallible interpretions of the word of Greg?  That would give me nightmares were I you.  You do know what Scripture says about someone who leads someone else astray, don't you?

    By the way, you do realize the Scriptures the Bereans were searching were the books of the Old Testament, don't you?  And that they needed an infallible guide - Paul - in order to properly understand the Scriptures, right?  Who is your infallible guide?

 

Pastor Greg Smith

     I hope this answers your questions John.  I hope you can now answer my questions on why do you consider the doctrine of apostolic succession true when it is not a biblical doctrine.  And how can you support any of the following doctrines of the Catholic church like Purgatory, magisterium, and salvation through works and baptism when they are not taught by Scripture.  You cannot rely on the traditions of the Catholic church or the Protestant church for truth if they are not found in the pages of Scripture.  Salvation / justification / righteousness from God comes only through faith (Romans 3:22 – 25) and trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, who saved us from the penalty of sin when He died upon the cross and then rose from the dead, who calls us to turn or repent from our sins and follow Him in obedience.  Not from works.  Not from the Catholic or Protestant church.  Do you believe this?  I do.

 

John Martignoni 

     Sorry, but I'm not going to go down these many and sundry roads with you at the moment, other than to say, that the Bible backs up - 100% - what the Catholic Church teaches and believes and practices in relation to Purgatory, Baptism, Works, the Magisterium, Mary, and everything else you can think of.  Here's the deal, Greg - I believe the Bible 100%.  Where you and I disagree, is that I do not believe your fallible, private, man-made, non-authoritative interpretations of the Bible.  The Catholic Church can support its teachings using just the Bible much better than any Protestant church, including yours, ever could.  I will give you a small demonstration of that right now:

     1) The word of Greg says: Baptism does not save you.  The Word of God says: "Baptism, which corresponds to this [Noah and his family being saved as through water], now saves you."  Direct quote.

     2) The word of Greg says: Works have nothing to do with your salvation.  The Word of God says: "For He [God] will render to every man according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give ETERNAL LIFE."  Direct quote from the Word of God connecting works and eternal life.  Now, argue against that just using Scripture.  Also, "You see that a man is justified by works and NOT BY FAITH ALONE."  Direct quote.  The only passage in Scripture that uses the phrase "faith alone."  NOT BY!  Now, give me the passage, the direct quote from the Word of God, not the word of Greg, that says we "Are saved [or justified] by faith alone," and I'll be coming to your church to worship the next Sunday.  (By the way, Catholics do not believe works save us, but they are an important part of the process of salvation.)

     3) The word of Greg says the Eucharist, or the Lord's Supper, is merely a symbol.  The Word of God says, "I am the living bread which came down from Heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh."  Direct quote.  Tell me, Greg, when did Jesus give His flesh for the life of the world?  On the Cross, right?  So, do you say that the flesh that hung on the Cross, which is the bread Jesus gives us to eat - was it real, or symbolic? 

     I could do this for the next several hours, but this has run a bit long, so I will end here, but please note - I gave you the Word of God, not the word of John.

Folks, can you see how not having a Church that can teach with the authority of Christ Himself, leads to all of the problems he is having here?  How the private interpretation of Scripture, answering to no authority outside of yourself when interpreting the Bible, can cause you all sorts of difficulties?  Stick with the Church and her teachings, people, and you will always find safe harbor.
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APOLOGETICS DEBATE WITH A NON-CATHOLIC PASTOR 02-JOHN MARTIGNONI 22 NOVEMBER 2017 67 Eddie Walker
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APOLOGETICS_DEBATE_WITH_A_NON-CATHOLIC_PASTOR_02-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 
REFUTING THE ERRORS OF A NON-CATHOLIC PASTOR-JOHN MARTIGNONI 19 NOVEMBER 2017 5 Chris Browne
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REFUTING_THE_ERRORS_OF_A_NON-CATHOLIC_PASTOR-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
APOLOGETICS DEBATE WITH THREE ANTICATHOLICS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 15 NOVEMBER 2017 20

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APOLOGETICS_DEBATE_WITH_THREE_ANTICATHOLICS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
APOLOGETICS DEBATE WITH AN ANTICATHOLIC-JOHN MARTIGNONI 2 DECEMBER 2017 25 Matt Slick
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APOLOGETICS_DEBATE_WITH_AN_ANTICATHOLIC-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
NON-CATHOLIC MIKE GENDRONS FALSE TEACHINGS EXPOSED-JOHN MARTIGNONI 26 NOVEMBER 2017 37
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NON-CATHOLIC_MIKE_GENDRONS_FALSE_TEACHINGS_EXPOSED-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

DEBATE WITH AN ATHEIST-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 15 Jules Pere
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DEBATE_WITH_AN_ATHEIST-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 
CATHOLIC APOLOGIST JOHN MARTIGNONI INTERVIEWED BY ATHEIST Jeff Pearlman 20 OCTOBER 2017 7
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_APOLOGIST_JOHN_MARTIGNONI_INTERVIEWED_BY_ATHEIST_JEFF_PEARLMAN.doc
AN OPEN LETTER TO A BAPTIST CHURCH-JOHN MARTIGNONI 29 AUGUST/15 SEPTEMBER 2018 5/8 Buddy Gray
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_OPEN_LETTER_TO_A_BAPTIST_CHURCH-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
TESTIMONY OF A REVERT-50-PRESBYTERIAN JOHN MARTIGNONI 22 AUGUST 2017, 3 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_REVERT-50-PRESBYTERIAN.doc
APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY AND THE POPE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 5 SEPTEMBER 2017, 6
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APOSTOLIC_AUTHORITY_AND_THE_POPE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY-WHO CAN AUTHORITATIVELY INTERPRET SCRIPTURE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 11 NOVEMBER 2017 29 Raymond Woodward
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_QUESTION_OF_AUTHORITY-WHO_CAN_AUTHORITATIVELY_INTERPRET_SCRIPTURE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
BEING SAVED DOES GOD WANT EVERYONE TO BE CATHOLIC-JOHN MARTIGNONI 5 SEPTEMBER 2017, 1
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BEING_SAVED_DOES_GOD_WANT_EVERYONE_TO_BE_CATHOLIC-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

CAN CHRISTIANS HAVE AN ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017, 17 Bud Weber
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CAN_CHRISTIANS_HAVE_AN_ABSOLUTE_ASSURANCE_OF_SALVATION-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
CLARIFYING THE PRIESTS SEX ABUSE SCANDAL-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 NOVEMBER 2017 4
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CLARIFYING_THE_PRIESTS_SEX_ABUSE_SCANDAL-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
CONCERNS ABOUT THE INCREASING USE OF LATIN IN THE MASS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 NOVEMBER 2017 6 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONCERNS_ABOUT_THE_INCREASING_USE_OF_LATIN_IN_THE_MASS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
CONFESSION AND THE BIBLE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 20 AUGUST 2018 5
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONFESSION_AND_THE_BIBLE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
CONTRACEPTION AND NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING-JOHN MARTIGNONI 23 NOVEMBER 2017 15 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONTRACEPTION_AND_NATURAL_FAMILY_PLANNING-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
DID MARK WRITE THE GOSPEL OF MARK-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 7 Pat Donahue
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DID_MARK_WRITE_THE_GOSPEL_OF_MARK-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
DO ALL CHURCHES TEACH ERROR-JOHN MARTIGNONI 28 APRIL 2018 5
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DO_ALL_CHURCHES_TEACH_ ERROR-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
DO CATHOLICS HAVE AN ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 4 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DO_CATHOLICS_HAVE_AN_ABSOLUTE_ASSURANCE_OF_SALVATION-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
EVIDENCE FOR GOD-WITHOUT GOD THERE IS NO OBJECTIVE MORAL LAW-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 DECEMBER 2017 9
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EVIDENCE_FOR_GOD-WITHOUT_GOD_THERE_IS_NO_OBJECTIVE_MORAL_LAW-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
FAITH AND WORKS IN JUSTIFICATION-DEBATE WITH ANTI-CATHOLIC-JOHN MARTIGNONI 9 NOVEMBER 2017 72 Joe Mizzi
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FAITH_AND_WORKS_IN_JUSTIFICATION-DEBATE_WITH_ANTI-CATHOLIC-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
FALLIBILITY OF SCRIPTURE INTERPRETATION BY INDIVIDUALS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 13 NOVEMBER 2017 13 Russell D
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FALLIBILITY_OF_SCRIPTURE_INTERPRETATION_BY_INDIVIDUALS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

HELL-JOHN MARTIGNONI 7 DECEMBER 2017 15
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HELL-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 
HOW ANYONE CAN USE THE BIBLE TO EXPLAIN AND DEFEND CATHOLIC TEACHING-JOHN MARTIGNONI 25 NOVEMBER 2017 41
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOW_ANYONE_CAN_USE_THE_BIBLE_TO_EXPLAIN_AND_DEFEND_CATHOLIC_TEACHING-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

HOW NOT TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 NOVEMBER 2017 7 Kay Arthur
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOW_NOT_TO_STUDY_YOUR_BIBLE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
IS DOCTRINE IMPORTANT-JOHN MARTIGNONI 17 NOVEMBER 2017 18
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_DOCTRINE_IMPORTANT-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
IS JESUS GOD THE SON IN THE TRINITARIAN SENSE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 12 NOVEMBER 2017 22 Matthew Janzen
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_JESUS_GOD_THE_SON_IN_THE_TRINITARIAN_SENSE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
IS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH THE HARLOT OR WHORE OF BABYLON-JOHN MARTIGNONI 7 NOVEMBER 2017 4 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_THE_HARLOT_OR_WHORE_OF_BABYLON-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
LIBERAL CATHOLICS EXPOSED-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 6
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LIBERAL_CATHOLICS_EXPOSED-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
LIBERAL HOMILIES-THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 6
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LIBERAL_HOMILIES-THE_PARABLE_OF_THE_TALENTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
MARRIAGE BETWEEN HOMOSEXUALS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 8  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARRIAGE_BETWEEN_HOMOSEXUALS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
MERIT AND THE GENERAL JUDGEMENT-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 NOVEMBER 2017 8 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MERIT_AND_THE_GENERAL_JUDGEMENT-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

MORAL RELATIVISM-WHAT IS TRUTH-JOHN MARTIGNONI 2 SEPTEMBER 2017, 1/7
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MORAL_RELATIVISM-WHAT_IS_TRUTH-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
NO SALVATION OUTSIDE THE CHURCH-JOHN MARTIGNONI 6 NOVEMBER 2017 7
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NO_SALVATION_OUTSIDE_THE_CHURCH-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED-TRUE OR FALSE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 25 NOVEMBER 2017 17
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ONCE_SAVED_ALWAYS_SAVED-TRUE_OR_FALSE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

ORDAINED PRIESTHOOD-KORAHS REBELLION AND PROTESTANTISM-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 5
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ORDAINED_PRIESTHOOD-KORAHS_REBELLION_AND_PROTESTANTISM-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
PARALLELS BETWEEN MARRIAGE AND THE EUCHARIST-JOHN MARTIGNONI 2 DECEMBER 2017 9
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PARALLELS_BETWEEN_MARRIAGE_AND_THE_EUCHARIST-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
PRO-LIFE APOLOGETICS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 4
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRO-LIFE_APOLOGETICS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
PROTESTANT SALVATION TEST FOR CATHOLICS-ARE YOU CERTAIN OF GOING TO HEAVEN-JOHN MARTIGNONI 24 NOVEMBER 2017 8
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROTESTANT_SALVATION_TEST_FOR_CATHOLICS-ARE_YOU_CERTAIN_OF_GOING_TO_HEAVEN-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
PROTESTANTS TRAPPED IN CATHOLIC BODIES-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 4
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROTESTANTS_TRAPPED_IN_CATHOLIC_BODIES-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
PURGATORY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 NOVEMBER 2017 6
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PURGATORY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
QUESTIONS PROTESTANTS CANT ANSWER-JOHN MARTIGNONI 26 NOVEMBER 2017 16
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUESTIONS_PROTESTANTS_CANT_ANSWER-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
QUESTIONS PROTESTANTS CANT ANSWER-VIDEOS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 6 DECEMBER 2017 6
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUESTIONS_PROTESTANTS_CANT_ANSWER-VIDEOS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

SOLA FIDE AND DO CHRISTIANS NEED TO FORGIVE TO BE SAVED-JOHN MARTIGNONI 21 OCTOBER 2017/13 JANUARY 2018 18 Ed Grossman
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SOLA_FIDE_AND_DO_CHRISTIANS_NEED_TO_FORGIVE_TO_BE_SAVED-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

SOLA FIDE AND SALVATION BY WORKS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 NOVEMBER 2017 45 Todd Tomasella, Mizzi
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SOLA_FIDE_AND_SALVATION_BY_WORKS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
SOLA SCRIPTURA-IS IT BIBLICAL-JOHN MARTIGNONI 25 NOVEMBER 2017 7 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SOLA_SCRIPTURA-IS_IT_BIBLICAL-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

SOLA SCRIPTURA-JOHN MARTIGNONI 18 NOVEMBER 2017 42
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SOLA_SCRIPTURA-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
SUFFERING-WHY BELIEVE IN GOD-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 6
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUFFERING-WHY_BELIEVE_IN_GOD-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE CASE FOR GOD-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3/10/17 NOVEMBER/8/15 DECEMBER 2018 5/6/7/9/11
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CASE_FOR_GOD-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 

THE CONFUSION IN PROTESTANT CATECHISMS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 2 DECEMBER 2017 9
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CONFUSION_IN_PROTESTANT_CATECHISMS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE EUCHARIST AND THE BIBLE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 23 JUNE 2018 9
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_EUCHARIST_AND_THE_BIBLE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE MASS AD ORIENTEM-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 DECEMBER 2017 5
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_MASS_AD_ORIENTEM-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE NOT-SO-NICE JESUS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 DECEMBER 2017 9
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_NOT-SO-NICE_JESUS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE NOVUS ORDO MASS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 DECEMBER 2017 5
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE RAPTURE AND THE BIBLE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 10 AUGUST 2017, 8/12
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_RAPTURE_AND_THE_BIBLE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 16 Pat Donahue
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TRUE_CHURCH_OF_CHRIST-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE WILFUL MISUNDERSTANDING OF ATHEISTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 4
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_WILFUL_MISUNDERSTANDING_OF_ATHEISTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
TOO CATHOLIC TO BE CATHOLIC-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 11 Peter Leithart
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TOO_CATHOLIC_TO_BE_CATHOLIC-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
TURNAROUND BY AN EASTERN ORTHODOX BELIEVER-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 5
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TURNAROUND_BY_AN_EASTERN_ORTHODOX_BELIEVER-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
VOTING PRINCIPLES FOR CATHOLICS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 1 DECEMBER 2017 11
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VOTING_PRINCIPLES_FOR_CATHOLICS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
WAS PETER THE FIRST POPE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 NOVEMBER 2017 31 Thomas Thrasher (Pat Donahue)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WAS_PETER_THE_FIRST_POPE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
WHAT DID POPE FRANCIS REALLY SAY ABOUT ATHEISTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 2 DECEMBER 2017 12
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_DID_POPE_FRANCIS_REALLY_SAY_ABOUT_ATHEISTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
WHAT IS TRUTH-JOHN MARTIGNONI 8 SEPTEMBER 2018, 5 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_IS_TRUTH-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
WHICH IS THE CHURCH THAT JESUS FOUNDED-JOHN MARTIGNONI 3 DECEMBER 2017 24 Michael Fackerell
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHICH_IS_THE_CHURCH_THAT_JESUS_FOUNDED-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
WHY ATHEISTS HAVE NO RIGHTS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 14 NOVEMBER 2017 18 Dr. Steven Novella
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ATHEISTS_HAVE_NO_RIGHTS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
MARY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 26 NOVEMBER 2017 14 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
MARY AS THE ARK OF THE COVENANT-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 SEPTEMBER 2017, 2 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARY_AS_THE_ARK_OF_THE_COVENANT-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
QUESTIONS CONCERNING MARY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 5 SEPTEMBER 2017, 11 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUESTIONS_CONCERNING_MARY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY INTO HEAVEN-JOHN MARTIGNONI 4 SEPTEMBER 2017, 5 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ASSUMPTION_OF_MARY_INTO_HEAVEN-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 12 AUGUST 2017, 3 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_IMMACULATE_CONCEPTION_OF_MARY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE PERPETUAL VIRGINITY OF MARY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 12 AUGUST 2017, 2 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PERPETUAL_VIRGINITY_OF_MARY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc 
THE SINLESSNESS OF MARY-JOHN MARTIGNONI 30 JUNE 2018, 23 Steve Fitz 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SINLESSNESS_OF_MARY-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
