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You cannot scare someone into heaven, or into believing in the Triune God. Likewise, you cannot focus exclusively on the love of God alone without recognizing His strict and just punishment on sin. Love is what draws us closer to God. The love of God and the love of one’s enemies are extremely important in the spiritual battle we all face.
I must point out, this article is not a “Dante’s Inferno.” We have heard so much about this fiery world, this world of flames, grinding of teeth and eternal torture, but do we really understand, on a theological and spiritual level what it means to be eternally separated from God?

And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.(Matthew 25:46)
Death and the Soul’s Journey into Hell
It is a common teaching among theologians that immediately upon the death of a human, each person is judged by Jesus Christ at the place of death. If the individual dies in a state of unrepentant mortal sin (no sanctifying grace), most likely, this descent into hell occurs immediately and instantaneously after the judgement.

After a person breathes forth their last breath and the body expires, the soul is released into eternity, and that soul’s will is permanently fixed towards their current disposition. In this state of a fixed will, the soul either loves God for eternity or hates God for eternity. This can be likened to the fallen angels, who cannot change their will or decisions they made to rebel against God, even if they were given the opportunity towards repentance. Perhaps, the most perplexing condition of a damned soul is realizing that they were created for the beatitude. The damned soul feels an immense gravity and pull towards God, but realizes that for all eternity, they will never be in his company, that they are anathema, fixed in eternal reprobation.

We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves . . . To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from him forever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and the blessed is called “hell.” (CCC 1033)
Levels of Hell and the Eternal Company of Satan
Every soul in hell will reap in eternity what they sowed here on earth. Therefore, one can state that in hell, there will be different levels of punishment and severities, based on one’s sinful disposition here on earth and how much they offended God. However, do not be fooled, there is not a single level of hell that will be tolerable, even for a microsecond for any human soul.

Simply stated, this punishing world was created for the fallen angels. However, sinful man chooses to enter this ghastly existence, and God, in his nature, does not impede on the free will of man. Either you choose him during your short time in this valley of tears, or you choose to be eternally separated from him upon death. This choice is strictly ours and we have a free will to decide which destiny we pick for eternity. Either an eternity spent with the Lord and the Saints, or one spent with the devil, his angels and reprobate souls.

God gives us an ample amount of grace to choose to do what is right and good.  He loves us and does not want robots following him. He gives us the choice to willfully serve him or not. He does not impede on our decisions but offers to us many opportunities to come to repentance and follow him.
On the Nature of Hell
Hell is a world without the love and tenderness of God. It is a world completely void of anything good. In this world, eternal pain exists due to the total separation from God.

Because the blood of Christ can no longer atone of the sins of the damned, the damned are rather, punished in proportion to the sin that damned them in payment for their sin. Unfortunately, this debt can never be paid in full as it was already paid for by Jesus Christ on the cross. This payment was willfully rejected by the damned. Even worse, the damned are in the constant company of Satan and his fallen angels, therefore one cannot begin to imagine the forms of punishments that are conceived by the fallen angels to inflict on the poor souls that find themselves at their mercy. 
People often ask, “Well won’t the damned souls in hell be relieved by the company of other damned souls?” Rather, I tell them, every soul in hell feels an indescribable sense of loneliness; further, they feel the suffering of all the souls around them immensely with no limit.
On the Suffering in Hell
In hell, all the five senses are tortured to the extreme with absolutely no cessation for all eternity. The soul feels pain much more immensely than the flesh. The pain that can be inflicted on the soul is a million times worse than that, that can be inflicted on the body. The human body has a pain threshold after which an individual can either pass out or die. Unfortunately, when it comes to the soul (which was made eternal by God) there is no such flesh limitation and thus no threshold. The soul continues to live on, even after immense tortures that are inflicted upon her.
Saint Faustina’s Warning
Saint Faustina is known as the Apostle of mercy. The Lord Jesus revealed to her his infinite wonderful mercy so that she could proclaim it to the whole world. However, the Lord Jesus did not deny his justice. He gave Saint Faustina a vision of hell so that we could know that hell is real. During her revelation, she noticed that the devils had full hatred of the Lord. Further, she noticed that most of the souls in hell are those who disbelieved that there is a hell.

She also gave an account of the seven tortures of hell.
Today under the guidance of an Angel, I was in the depths of Hell. It is a place of great torments all throughout its terrifyingly wide extension. These are the various punishments: the first penalty, that one which constitutes Hell, is the loss of God…

The loss of God is the first torture. The second being perpetual remorse of conscience. The third being the knowledge that one’s condition will never change. The fourth is the fire that will penetrate the soul without destroying it. The fifth torture is continual darkness and a terrible suffocating smell and despite the darkness, the devils and the souls of the damned see each other and all evils, both of others and their own. The sixth is the constant company of satan. The seventh is horrible despair, hatred of God, vile words, curses, and blasphemies. In hell, there are caverns and pits of torture, where one form of agony differs from another.

Through Struggle: A Warning to Humanity
There is a dangerous teaching making its rounds, stating that perhaps, in the end, all the fallen angels (including Satan) and damned souls will be saved from hell or the false teaching of annihilationism, which states that God will eventually destroy the wicked, leaving the righteous to immortality. All these teachings are false because if such were the case, why did Christ go through what he did on the cross to save us from hell? Hell is eternal. Souls and the fallen angel that find themselves in hell are there for eternity and hell is most certainly not empty. The world we live in is filled with unimaginable sufferings that can befall anyone at any time.

Therefore, we must always be prayerful, humble and patient during our times of trials. The way we react to the fiery darts the world throws at us could have lasting eternal consequences. Demons are extreme legalists. Meaning, (if Christ permits) if you open a doorway, then they can begin tormenting, oppressing and even possessing a person’s body. We need to put on the full armor of the Lord every single day.

Finally, draw your strength from the Lord and from his mighty power. Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil. For our struggle is not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the powers, with the world rulers of this present darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens. Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you may be able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold your ground. (Ephesians 6: 11-13)
We must always be forgiving or ask for the grace of forgiveness. Unforgiveness is a primary means a demon can gain a foothold and stronghold in an individual’s life.

If we are to even call ourselves Christians, we must not only make a list of all the people we can remember who have offended us, but we need to continually pray for them, love them and wish them well. Failure to do so may open us up to oppression, even rendering our confessions sacrilegious. If we cannot forgive our fellow men then why do we ask for forgiveness in confession? Great pains may befall us in this world (divorce, heart-breaks, financial loss, death of people whom we love, illness, betrayal, sudden unexplained evil, ostracization… etc.) but we must always unify our suffering with that of Jesus Christ.

We must pray our rosary daily and stay very close to our blessed mother. We often neglect to ask our guardian angels for help but we need to maintain a close relationship with our guardian angel who is constantly on our side. This world where we live in and the spiritual warfare cannot be taken lightly. If angels can fall, so can humans but we must be grateful for the powerful Catholic faith that provides us with every means necessary to survive this valley of tears and to protect us from the nefarious plans of the devil.
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