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MICHAEL PRABHU, SEPTEMBER 26, 2019
The Synod that will “save” the Amazon and the Church
http://fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/synod-will-save-amazon-and-church-51003
September 26, 2019
The Synod for the Amazon will be held in Rome from October 6-27, 2019. With the theme “The Amazon: New paths for the Church and for an integral ecology,” this synod will bring together in the Vatican more than 200 bishops coming from nine countries (Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Surinam, Venezuela, and French Guiana). Desired by Pope Francis, for whom “the Amazon constitutes a decisive test for the Church,” it is taking place a little more than four years after the publication of the encyclical Laudate si’, with the aim of “the protection of the common house.”
But behind these environmental themes are hidden ecclesiological themes, as bluntly declared by the synod leaders, at whose head is the Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, president of the Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network, Red Eclesial Panamazónica or REPAM, and the general relator of the synod. “We have a great need for new paths, to not fear novelty, to not prevent it, to not resist it.” What is clearly meant is that we must consider heretofore unseen solutions to relieve the Church in the Amazon where a cruel lack of priests and religious has been felt, and where each day the faithful join the evangelical sects which are proliferating. Cardinal Hummes words, based on the Instrumentum laboris (the working document for the synod), made public on June 17, 2019, when the bishops were invited to reflect on these “new paths,” to explore, among other things, the priestly ordination “of married men of demonstrated virtue (viri probati).” From that perspective, the synod could propose that “the possibility of priestly ordination be studied for older people, preferably indigenous, respected and accepted by their community, even if they have an existing and stable family, in order to ensure availability of the Sacraments that accompany and sustain the Christian life.”

To the expression “ordination of married men,” Bishop Erwin Kräutler prefers that of “married persons.” The former Bishop of Xingu, in Balem do Para, Brazil, who had been designated by Pope Francis to prepare the synod, affirms without batting an eye that “many married women preside over the indigenous Catholic communities in the diocesan territory. These women are not satisfied with celebrating the Liturgy of the Word on Sundays. They christen also, prepare people for baptism and communion, and visit the sick.” Consequently, asks Bishop Kräutler, “Why would it not be possible to ordain these women? And not only in the cases of the lack of priests or the availability of married men to ordain.”

Such are the ecclesiological issues behind the environmental synod: the bishops are called to "save" the Church under the pretext of saving the Amazon…Consequently, one can understand the criticisms brought against the Instrumentum laboris by Cardinals Gerhard Müller, Walter Brandmüller, and Raymond Burke. However, the partisans of the radical reform of the Church pay no attention. Thus Rodrigo Coppe Caldeira, historian and professor of religious science at the University of Belo Horizonte in central Brazil estimates that, “the criticisms pronounced about this synod are in fact a new chapter in the conflict that started with the election of Bergoglio as pope.” According to him, there exists in effect “two currants in conflict, both heirs of the Second Vatican Council.” (He is right on that precise point; that is what weakens the criticisms made against the synod – Editor’s note.) “The first, agreeing with the positions of the Holy Father, believe themselves to be the legitimate heirs of the Council. They look to push the Church in the direction of new perspectives, like the ordination of married men or being open to a female diaconate.” The second currant, on the other hand, “is very reticent about Francis’ pontificacy and perceives the Synod for the Amazon as an attempt to institute profound change in the Church.”

On the political side, the conservative Brazilian delegates, favorable to the government of Jaïr Bolsonaro, have also mobilized against the synod. These elected representatives have decided to organize meeting in Rome on October 4 and 5 to contest the manner in which the Vatican should approach the environmental question. In particular, by throwing out of office the “environmental politicians who would deprive the population of the Amazon region of development.”

This “counter-synod” does not worry the Roman authorities at all. Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the synod, is content to say, “We already know that the synod for the Amazon is going to provoke strong reactions. But the stakes are too important to avoid it.” “The Amazon concerns everyone,” added Cardinal Claudio Hummes in Avvenir, outside a meeting held March 19-21 at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. “That is where the future of the planet and of humanity is at stake. Because without the Amazon, the world will not survive,” he added. –It is no longer the case of only saving the Amazon and the Church, but the planet and humanity as well! By taking advantage of it so as to ordain married men and women…
The Progressives Get Ready

From August 28-31, a meeting in preparation for the upcoming Synod for the Amazon was held in the convent in Belam in Para, Brazil. Nearly sixty Brazilian bishops and as many priests, religious, and laity, met to study one last time Instrumentum laboris which will serve as the basis of the reflection during the meeting of the prelates in Rome.

“We defend the Amazon in an uncompromising way," hammered the bishops at the end of this meeting. "We demand that governments take urgent measures against the violent and irrational aggression of nature, the unscrupulous destruction of the forest that kills the thousand-year-old flora and fauna, through fires caused by criminal behavior.” And to conclude: “We, bishops of the Amazon, consider that this synod comes at a crucial moment in our history.”

As a background of these rhetorical incantations, it is necessary to read the document titled, “Towards the Pan-Amazonian Synod: Challenges and Contributions from Latin America and the Caribbean” written in April of this year as a result of a meeting in Bogota, Colombia, by 28 theologians from two organizations promoting liberation theology: “Amerindia,” and “REPAM.”

This document was disseminated through the website LifeSiteNews on September 3rd. “It is not fair that we think and say that only one species should prevail, but on the contrary; all species have value and together they reveal the virtues of the mystery of life. Similarly, it is not fair to say that only one religion is true and the others are decadent, for they all reveal the mystery of God and reveal the many ways in which we walk in fidelity and love for God” (p. 86).

The document also claims that the Catholic Church must move “from intolerant exclusivism to an attitude of respect that accepts that Christianity does not have a historical monopoly on salvation” (p. 84), and that “pluralism and diversity of religions are expressions of a wise divine will” (p. 53), referring back to the expression by Pope Francis and the grand imam Al’Azhar in their Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together of February 4, 2019.

According to this document, a “Church incarnated in the Amazon” involves the power of “ensuring the celebration of the Sunday Eucharist in ecclesial communities by the ordination of married priests…Welcoming and supporting…feminist and ecological theology as a support for the configuration of a Church with its own face…Discerning the opportunity for the ordination of women to the diaconate, as well as the creation of other ministries of one's own, according to the needs of the local Church” (p. 81).

Regarding the Catholic dogma on the priesthood, which is exclusively masculine, the Bogota document considers it as “a modifiable ‘position’ that theologians should be able to ‘reflect on’ to discern the ‘signs of the times.’” Here is what was written by 28 progressive theologians: “We are fully aware of the Catholic Church’s position on this issue. We recommend, however, that theologians, respecting in a reverent way the data of faith and in profound communion with the Magisterium, may continue with complete freedom the reflection on the priestly ordination of women, enriching their analysis with resources coming from psychology, sociology, anthropology, history, philosophy and hermeneutics, in order to be able to discern the presence of the Spirit in that sign of the times which is, according to John XXIII, the presence of women in public life” (p. 105).

In addition, “the document calls for ‘understanding and recognizing once again the virtues, knowledge and cosmovisions existing among the ancestral ethnic groups, which still retain the ability to read and conceive nature as the true mother’” (p. 34).

In the document, “God is referred to as the masculine-feminine ‘Creator-Creatora,’” and it is stated that the Amazonians “have their sacred histories, languages, knowledge, traditions, spiritualities and theologies. All of them seek to build a ‘good life’ and the communion of people among themselves, with the world, with living beings and with the Creator-Creatora. They feel that they are living well in the ‘house’ that the Creator-Creatora gave them on Earth” (p. 54). And “the document closes with a prayer to the ‘Father and Mother of life’” (p. 129). 
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