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Jesus' House and the Wilful Misunderstanding of Atheists*
http://www.aleteia.org/en/religion/article/jesus-house-and-the-atheists-5901823617531904 
By John Martignoni, March 27, 2015 

One can follow John on Twitter here, and visit the Bible Christian Society here
Now who's not rational?

You may have seen the article floating around the internet over the last few weeks about the possible discovery of Jesus’ house in Nazareth. The headline read: “Archaeologist May Have Discovered Jesus’ Childhood Home."

It’s an interesting article about a house in Nazareth that was initially found in the 1880’s by an order of nuns that accidentally discovered an ancient cistern, started digging around it, and eventually unearthed a complex of walls and structures and caves that had long been buried. In the 1930’s, a priest, who had been an architect, did some more excavations at the site and uncovered some more of the buried structures.

That’s where things were left until Dr. Ken Dark, an archaeologist from the University of Reading, did extensive excavations of the site in the last several years. He found archaeological evidence that convinced him that he had come across a 1st-century Jewish home. Not only that, but this 1st-century home had an ancient Byzantine church built over it, and then a Crusader church built over that some centuries later. Dr. Dark, based on the available evidence, speculates that the Byzantine church may be the Church of the Nutrition, which the Byzantines built over a house that they thought to be Jesus’ childhood home there in Nazareth, but that has been lost to history – although, maybe no longer.

No claim was made that this was, in fact, without a doubt, the childhood home of Jesus. The article simply stated that based on the evidence, this was a possibility. At the very least, there is evidence that folks from very ancient times apparently thought it was the home of Jesus’ youth.

Okay, so what does all of this have to do with atheists? Well, lately I’ve been doing a bit of reading at atheists’ blogs and such, trying to learn exactly what it is atheists believe and why. After all, as a Catholic apologist, if I’m going to talk about atheists, I do not want to misrepresent their thoughts and beliefs, and I also want to know what their arguments against God are so that I can counter them with arguments for God.

So, I came across an article at the “Friendly Atheist” blog written by someone who goes by the name Terry Firma that was a response to the article about Jesus’ house possibly being found in Nazareth. I wanted to share how some fair-minded, tolerant, intelligent, science-worshipping, God-rejecting folks reacted to the story about Jesus’ house – and not just the author of the blog post, but the folks commenting on it – to give you an idea of what you will be up against when trying to convince them of the existence of God.

In response to Dr. Dark’s claim that it is possible Jesus actually lived in this particular house and that there is, as he said, “No good archaeological reason why such an identification should be discounted,” Terry Firma stated: “It’s impossible to know whether Mark Twain once seduced opera singer Jenny Lind in the master bedroom of my 19-century home. But neither should such a possibility be discounted… Also, it’s impossible to confirm that, according to local lore, a stupendous treasure lies buried somewhere in the bay I live on. But neither can it be disproven.” He then invited his readers to join in the “game” of ridiculing Dr. Dark and his conclusions.

What he did here was to completely distort, and basically ignore, Dr. Dark’s archaeological findings, take his words out of context, and then ridicule both. There is archaeological evidence to support Dr. Dark’s conjecture that this may have been Jesus’ home in Nazareth. Evidence that it was indeed a 1st-century Jewish home. Evidence that the Byzantine church built over the home may be the Church of the Nutrition – which would be evidence of the fact that Christians from a very early time believed it to be Jesus’ home – and that the Crusader church built over it was further evidence of this belief throughout the centuries of Christendom. Is it proof? No. But it was never offered as proof.

Does Terry Firma respond in a fair-minded, tolerant, thoughtful, and scientific manner to the evidence of the archaeological sciences? No, of course not. He ridicules it and he ridicules Dr. Dark. He offers some claims – about Mark Twain and buried treasure – that he believes parallel the claims made by Dr. Dark, when actually they have no similarity whatsoever. Dr. Dark really does have hard evidence to back up what he is saying. Terry Firma’s parallels are, as he himself states, completely made up. Dr. Dark’s evidence was not made up. Where’s the parallel, Terry?
Why am I making a big deal out of this? Because this is exactly what I have encountered in my conversations with atheists. They belittle my beliefs. They belittle my intelligence. They belittle me as a person. 
I’ve been cussed at and called all sorts of names for simply asking and answering questions, from a Christian perspective. They dismiss evidence of the existence of God in just the same way Terry Firma dismisses Dr. Black’s archaeological evidence…as if it simply does not exist. They look at the idea of the existence of “God,” as being parallel to the idea of the existence of leprechauns, unicorns, and the tooth fairy. Terry Firma does basically the same with his made up stories of Mark Twain and buried treasure as being parallels to Dr. Dark’s actual physical evidence.

Firma goes on to say, “It looks for all the world as if Dark and his team, perhaps spurred on by media eager for a sensational story, worked backwards from a preconceived result.” No, it doesn’t. Not to anyone with an open mind, that is. Where is Firma’s evidence for his claim about Dr. Dark’s motivation? Well, his evidence of this is that Dark claims to have evidence that points to a 1st-century house in Nazareth possibly being the house Jesus lived in. Well, we know that can’t be true because Jesus never existed, so Dark must have just made it all up, is essentially the thought process here. He is, essentially, working backwards from a preconceived result – exactly what he claims Dark did. And, he closes his article by, of course, mentioning unicorns.

Now, let’s look at some of the comments from the peanut gallery that showed up in the combox of this blog:     
“See this rock? See this scratch on the rock? We believe Jesus started carving his name but was interrupted. We can’t know for sure but we can’t say it didn’t happen,” (AlissaA).

“Terry [Firma], maybe you didn’t see the late breaking details but a door frame with hash marks indicating height were found in the house. And get this, each mark was dated December 25, Jesus’s birthday,” (Mr. Ed).

“Digging in my back yard I found a collection of stones which are the remains of the luxury hovel that Adam and Eve stayed in during their world travels millennia ago,” (bicfj).

“I can’t believe how these a–holes grasp at straws,” (Tim).

“Oh, look what I found, it’s the Major Oak from Sherwood forest, I see no reason why Robin Hood was not a real person now,” (TiltedHorizon).

Ridicule, sarcasm, arrogance, foul language. Not a single rational argument offered against Dr. Dark’s conclusions. I can pretty much guarantee that none of these commentators actually bothered to read the original article by Dr. Dark. Yet, they view themselves as the more enlightened humans, the people who are intellectually and morally superior to Christians in every way, and the folks who are way more tolerant than those nasty little Christianses. And all of this on a blog called “The Friendly Atheist.” I sure would hate to see what the unfriendly atheists would say…

John Martignoni is a nationally-known Catholic apologist and Bible scholar. He is the Founder and President of the Bible Christian Society, where you can find lots of free apologetics materials — CD’s, mp3 downloads, e-newsletters, and more, and host of EWTN’s “Open Line” airing on Mondays at 3 pm EST. He is also Director of the Office of the New Evangelization in the Diocese of Birmingham, Alabama.
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