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MICHAEL PRABHU AUGUST 19, 2021
‘Protect our freedom’: Thousands across US protest COVID vaccine mandates
Protesters have gathered at hospitals and state capitols across America in recent days amid a wave of COVID-19 vaccine mandates.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/protect-our-freedom-thousands-across-us-protest-covid-vaccine-mandates/?utm_source=top_news&utm_campaign=usa 
Raymond Wolfe, August 19, 2021

Protests against COVID-19 vaccine requirements are erupting across the United States in response to a wave of mandates issued by lawmakers and employers in recent days.  
Hundreds of demonstrators, including nurses and healthcare workers, gathered at the California state capitol in Sacramento for a protest against vaccine mandates on Monday, after around 1,0000 people joined a similar rally in nearby Roseville last week, according to the Sacramento Bee. Other protests have been reported in Los Angeles and Orange County.

Tweet and video

“When patients come in for procedures, we give them the choice whether or not to submit to the procedure we’re recommending and so they have the right to refuse,” said one nurse at the Sacramento protest. “That’s in their patient consent form and we just want that same right.” 
“You know, if we feel the vaccine’s not right for us, we should be able to make that decision for our own body,” she continued. “We never gave up medical autonomy to anyone else. We have autonomy over our own bodies to give ourselves what we feel is proper medical treatment for our condition. And if we don’t want the vaccine, we shouldn’t have to take it.” 

The California Department of Public Health earlier this month imposed a strict coronavirus vaccine mandate for public and private healthcare workers. Democrat Gov. Gavin Newsom had previously levied a vaccine or testing requirement for healthcare workers, state employees, and other workers in “high-risk” settings in July. The state expanded vaccine requirements to schoolteachers and staff last week.

Along with Newsom, nearly every other Democratic governor has announced COVID-19 vaccine requirements of some kind in the past month. The Biden administration has likewise rolled out requirements for the military and federal workforce while major companies like Walmart, Cisco, and Amtrak, and one-third of hospitals have done the same for their employees.

Sacramento is also considering joining Los Angeles and San Francisco in requiring proof of vaccination to enter certain businesses.

“We’re talking about it,” Sacramento mayor Darrell Steinberg said Friday. “I know where I stand, but we’re talking about it together because these are the kinds of decisions that ought to be made with the other leaders, the business leaders of the community.”  

“I think a fair number of businesses would rather require a vaccine than be shut down again, with cases going up this way,” a spokeswoman for the mayor added. 

Tweet and video

Kentucky 
Mass protests against vaccine mandates have broken out in Kentucky as well, where around 1,000 people rallied at a hospital in Edgewood last week against a vaccine mandate for staff, the Springfield News-Sun reported. Employees at St. Elizabeth Healthcare have until October 1 to show that they are “fully vaccinated” against coronavirus.  

“I want the community to understand we genuinely care about our patients,” said a nurse with St. Elizabeth Healthcare. “They’re going to lose a lot of nurses. I think a lot of these hospitals think we’re just going to sit there and take it. I can tell you right now, everyone I know that’s not vaccinated, their plan, they’re going to have to fire us. I’m not walking out willfully.” 

Tweet and video

“Over 1,000 people showed up in NKY to oppose forced vaccinations today,” Kentucky Rep. Thomas Massie tweeted Thursday. “I support health care workers who were praised last year but are now being told they’ll be fired if they don’t get the Covid vax.”
Nurses gathered at the hospital again Sunday for another demonstration against COVID-19 vaccine rules, local news reported. 

Washington, Maine 
Tweets and videos
Healthcare workers have also joined recent protests in Maine and Washington, where officials last week issued extreme vaccine mandates for the healthcare industry that resemble California’s. 
Thousands of Maine protesters have gathered in Portland, Augusta, and Bangor since Democrat Gov. Janet Mills ordered that all healthcare workers in the state must receive COVID-19 shots by October. Organizations that run afoul of Mills’ dictate, which does not include a testing option for refusers, risk losing their state licenses, according to News Center Maine.  

Several hundred people, many of them wearing scrubs, protested at Maine’s capitol on Monday, local news reported. Republican leaders headlined another large protest at the state house on Tuesday.

Demonstrations have likewise picked up in Washington after Democrat Gov. Jay Inslee announced a mandate for healthcare and state employees last Monday. Thousands assembled in front of the state capitol on Friday, some calling for Inslee to be impeached or recalled.  

Around 1,000 people took to the streets in Oregon against vaccine requirements the next day. 

Washington protests have persisted into this week, with hundreds again rallying at the capitol yesterday against a new vaccine mandate imposed by Inslee for teachers. 

Tweets and videos

Oklahoma 
Hundreds of people similarly gathered at the Oklahoma state capitol last weekend to protest vaccine and mask requirements and to urge Gov. Kevin Stitt to take action against employer-based mandates.

Tweets and videos

Stitt, a Republican, previously signed an executive order prohibiting state agencies from requiring proof of vaccination status for access to government facilities. Nearly 20 lawmakers asked the governor in July to call a special session to ban vaccination requirements by private businesses, which he has yet to do. 
Demonstrators at what was dubbed the “Oklahoma Freedom Rally” on Saturday held signs that read “Protect our freedom” and “Mandate medical freedom,” Fox News reported.  

“I have suited up in PPE, gone out to people’s cars, swabbed them and then unsuited, taken specimens back to the laboratory, and then suited up again and tested them for COVID,” a phlebologist at the event told FOX 25. “I have been doing this for two years, and now all of a sudden they’re pushing this vaccine or they are going to take away my livelihood.” 

Rallies against coercive COVID-19 vaccination have sprung up in virtually every other state in recent weeks, including in Michigan, New York, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri, Texas, Ohio, and Florida. The widespread protests, often organized by nurses and fellow healthcare workers, have nevertheless been given little to no mainstream media coverage.

Protesters in other Western countries, like France and Italy, have been taking to the streets by the hundreds of thousands and millions against public health dictates for over a month.

While Republican lawmakers have frequently backed the U.S. protests, few state governments have so far taken action to curb vaccine mandates implemented by private businesses.  

Florida, Alabama, and Texas have prohibited businesses from requiring proof of vaccination for customers, according to Ballotpedia, though employers continue mandating COVID vaccines in all three states. Montana remains one of the few states with a ban on employer-based coronavirus vaccination mandates.
French police clash with anti-vaccine demonstrators amid tensions over ‘health pass’ plans
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/07/31/coronavirus-protests-france-vaccine/
Miriam Berger, August 1, 2021
Police in Paris used tear gas Saturday as thousands of protesters joined marches to denounce plans for vaccine “health passes,” the latest tensions around the world over government mandates to reward those who get vaccinated and maintain restrictions on those who refuse.
About 3,000 members of police and security forces were deployed in the French capital ahead of the demonstrations, which have flared weekly since the government announced the vaccine pass plans. Police fired tear gas and clashed with protesters in some areas. Protests also were held in other cities across France.

Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin said on Twitter that police arrested 10 protesters in Paris and nine elsewhere in the country. He said demonstrators also injured three officers.

France is among a growing number of nations imposing rules aimed at encouraging vaccinations as the delta variant increases infection levels in parts of the world. France’s government-mandated health pass, set to begin Aug. 9, will require a vaccination, a negative coronavirus test or proof of having recently recovered from covid-19 to enter restaurants and other public spaces. France is also requiring health-care workers to be vaccinated by mid-September.
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French protesters on Saturday made “liberty” the slogan of the day’s demonstrations. But polls have shown that most people in France support the health pass. While some vaccinated people may still become infected with the coronavirus, vaccines greatly reduce the likelihood of someone developing severe symptoms, requiring hospitalization or dying of covid-19, the disease cased by the coronavirus, according to public health experts.
Scientists have warned that the longer the virus spreads, the more chances it has to develop potentially more contagious or vaccine-resistant strains.

More than 52 percent of France’s population has been vaccinated against the coronavirus, but pockets of resistance remain strong. On Friday, the country confirmed about 24,000 new coronavirus infections, a major increase from the few thousand being reported daily at the beginning of July.

Meanwhile, plans for demonstrations in Germany were curtailed after Berlin authorities refused to authorize 13 marches that were expected to bring tens of thousands of protesters to decry coronavirus restrictions.

Judges at Berlin’s administrative court said the ban was necessary to prevent a further rise in coronavirus infections with the expected crowds.
Berlin police spokesman Thilo Cablitz said the ruling targeted protests “whose participants regularly do not follow legal regulations, specifically to protect against infections,” like wearing a face mask, German broadcaster Deutsche Welle reported.

Some of the protests had been planned by Querdenker, or “lateral thinker,” Germany’s anti-lockdown movement, known to spread conspiracy theories and misinformation about vaccines and the pandemic.

Germany has also been reporting a recent rise in cases, outbreaks that experts say have been led by the delta variant and spread by the unvaccinated. The delta variant was identified in just 8 percent of coronavirus cases in Germany in early June. By July 22, it had increased to 84 percent, according to Germany’s Robert Koch Institute, the country’s disease-control agency.

Malaysia’s embattled prime minister, Muhyiddin Yassin, has been under pressure to step down since taking power in March 2020 after forming a razor-thin ruling coalition with the opposition.
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In January, Muhyiddin declared a pandemic-related state of emergency, a move that also enabled him to suspend parliament until Aug. 1. His critics say he has used the pandemic as an excuse for seizing power.
Saturday’s march in Malaysia’s capital, Kuala Lumpur, drew from largely young people frustrated with a steady rise in coronavirus cases despite the country’s lockdown. Demonstrators called for Muhyiddin to resign, for the resumption of parliament and for the government to provide aid to those financially hit by the pandemic, the Associated Press reported.
Amid a heavy police presence, many wore black and some carried mock corpses to symbolize the country’s growing death toll.

After being blocked by police from entering a central public square, protesters sat in the street about three-feet apart with a banner that said: “The government failed.” The march later dispersed peacefully.

In Malaysia, hundreds of demonstrators — wearing face masks and social distancing — took to the streets to protest the government’s handling of the virus and to call for the prime minister’s resignation.

At my web site, at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php, you will find over 350 Catholic perspective files on the coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic and related issues (masks, lockdowns, quarantines, vaccines; banning of Masses and Communion on the tongue, etc.) They will finally be available grouped in one larger file with individual titles and links.

Soon to be available:
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