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MARCH 27, 2018
Time-frame for validity of confession for obtaining plenary indulgences
To: immaculateheart.mailing@gmail.com Subject: PLENARY INDULGENCE Date: Sun, 25 Mar 2018 13:35:31 +0530
Dear brother Savio,

Thank you for the beautiful "Way of the Cross" booklet that you mailed me a few days ago (just when Lent is ending).

Inside, on page 3, for obtaining a Plenary Indulgence, it reads "A confession made within the period of one month is valid to get the plenary indulgences".

I have written a lot for indulgences on my web site www.ephesians-511.net but nowhere came across this "one month" time frame. Please clarify. I can find only a mention of "about 20 days" in general. Or does your booklet specifically refer only to Indulgences obtained for making the Way of the Cross? What is your source and could you be wrong?

Michael Prabhu
Date: Tue, 27 Mar 2018 01:31:01 +0530
Dear Mr. Prabhu,
Thank you for your email.

Regarding the time frame for confession, there is a margin for interpretation, since the number of days is not specified in the "Enchiridion Indulgentiarum" (quarto editur).

The original Latin text says: "Tres condiciones perfici possunt pluribus diebus ante vel post preascript operis exsecutionem".  Now, "pluribus diebus" means "several days".  In the Italian translation of "pluribus diebus" that appears in the Homepage of the Penitenzieria Apostolica we read "parecchi giorni".  "Parecchi" is slightly less than "molti" (many), but is frequently used in the sense of "many".

When dealing with the need for confession, the instruction for gaining Indulgences during the Jubilee of the year 2000 mentions that "It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced act."
Many of our readers have the habit of confessing once a month.  According to experts, among them Fr. Angelus Shaughnessy, going once a month for confession is sufficient to gain plenary indulgences (See below). We have mentioned "within the period of one month" with this in mind.  But we thank you for your opportune remark which we shall certainly take into account in future publications,

Yours, in Jesus through Mary

Br. Savio Soares (Bold emphases his)
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	Confession requirement for a plenary indulgence
Question from Kathy Watters on 4/13/2002:
	

	

	On Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2002, in his homily Fr. Angelus Shaughnessy said that since the Jubilee year 2000, one confession per month suffices for plenary indulgences. He said that the confession reaches backward 2 weeks and forwards 2 weeks. Since the Jubilee I have sought plenary indulgences daily offering them for those in purgatory. I have gone to confession every two weeks. Am I correct to understand that now, for example, if I go to confession on the 15th of a month, that confession would suffice for plenary indulgences from 1st day to the 30th day of the month (granted that I meet the other requirements also)? Thank you for verifying this. I am so glad that Fr. Shaughnessy let us know. Sincerely, Kathy Watters

	Answer by Colin B. Donovan, STL on 4/23/2002:

	Actually, I think Father mis-spoke. The conditions announced by the Major Penitentiary at the time of the Great Jubilee say "about 20 days," which is 3 weeks either way. So, certainly going once a month is sufficient to gain any indulgences for which one is otherwise eligible. And, it is clear from the use of "about" that the Church does not intend a legalistic accounting of the time. The general norms for indulgences say only that "having confessed their sins..."
"5. It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced act. Prayer for the Pope's intentions is left to the choice of the faithful, but an "Our Father" and a "Hail Mary" are suggested. One sacramental Confession suffices for several plenary indulgences, but a separate Holy Communion and a separate prayer for the Holy Father's intentions are required for each plenary indulgence." [Gift of the Indulgence]

                

	


Extracts from my files:
The Divine Mercy Sunday Indulgence (Second Sunday of Easter)
• Sacramental confession [according to previously issued norms, within about 20 days before or after]
The Divine Mercy Sunday Indulgence 

http://www.saintmichaelusa.org/divinemercy05.php
I. The usual conditions for every plenary indulgence:

• Sacramental confession [according to previously issued norms, within about 20 days before or after]
All Souls’ Day Indulgences
http://wdtprs.com/blog/2014/10/action-item-all-souls-day-indulgences/ 
Posted on 31 October 2014 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
From the Handbook of Indulgences
(Make a sacramental confession within 20 days of All Souls Day

What are Indulgences?
http://acatholiclife.blogspot.in/2005/07/what-are-indulgences.html 

July 30, 2005
Conditions for plenary indulgences:
3) One receives the Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist (within 7 days of the indulgence)

Praying for the Dead and Gaining Indulgences during November

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1178 

By Jennifer Gregory Miller

The traditional conditions to attain a Plenary Indulgence: 

1. The faithful must receive the sacrament of confession, either eight days before or after the pious act is performed…
5. It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced act. 
Indulgences
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=276
October 29, 2004

The norms for Indulgences (n 24) states:
The three conditions may be fulfilled several days before or after the performance of the prescribed work; it is, however, fitting that Communion be received and the prayer for the intention of the Sovereign Pontiff be said on the same day the work is performed. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
How do I get/give Indulgences?

http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2395
May 23, 2013 

5. It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced act.
Plenary Indulgences
http://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/mercy/general_conditions.htm
5. It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced act.

Plenary indulgences not impossible

http://the-hermeneutic-of-continuity.blogspot.in/2006/05/plenary-indulgences-not-impossible.html
It is “fitting” that Holy Communion and the prayers for the Holy Father are recited on the same day as the indulgenced work is performed. But the sacramental confession could be made “several days” before or after. This is often interpreted as “a week or so”. However, the Sacred Penitentiary, in the Decree The Gift of the Indulgence, stated:

It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer for the Pope's intentions take place on the same day that the indulgenced work is performed; but it is sufficient that these sacred rites and prayers be carried out within several days (about 20) before or after the indulgenced act. (n.5)

From a CD ROM – “Welcome to the Catholic Church”:
"To gain a plenary indulgence, further conditions must be met. To gain a plenary indulgence, one must be a member of the Church in good standing and in the state of grace, must do the specific work to which the indulgence is attached, and within several days before or after must receive the sacraments of penance and Eucharist, and pray for the pope’s intentions. It also is necessary to be free of all attachment to sin, even venial sin. 
The prayer for the pope’s intentions need be no more than one Our Father and Hail Mary, and may be some other prayer."

Something Catholic Extended 11/12/2014 Indulgence Presentation by Peter Boyle 

1. Code of Canon Law 

INDULGENCES
http://kofcsj.com/Indulgences%20prsentation.pdf 
Several plenary indulgences may be gained on the basis of a single sacramental confession; only one may be gained, however, on the basis of a single Holy Communion and prayer for the pope’s intentions…

3. Indulgence for a Visit to a Church or Oratory on All Souls Day

The final requirement is that you take part in the Sacrament of Confession, but you can do that up to seven days before or afterward. Since most Catholic parishes offer Confession on Saturday, you can go to Confession on the Saturday before or after All Souls Day, and then fulfill the rest of the requirements on All Souls Day itself.
THE NEW ENCHIRIDION INDULGENTIARUM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_NEW_ENCHIRIDION_INDULGENTIARUM.doc
http://www.ewtn.com/library/Liturgy/INDULGEN.HTM
27. The three conditions may be fulfilled several days before or after the performance of the prescribed work; it is, however, fitting that Communion be received and the prayer for the intention of the Sovereign Pontiff be said on the same day the work is performed.

INDULGENTIARUM DOCTRINA-WHEREBY THE REVISION OF SACRED INDULGENCES IS PROMULGATED PAUL VI JANUARY 1, 1967
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDULGENTIARUM_DOCTRINA-WHEREBY_THE_REVISION_OF_SACRED_INDULGENCES_IS_PROMULGATED.doc
n. 8 — The three conditions may be fulfilled several days before or after the performance of the prescribed work; nevertheless it is fitting that Communion be received and the prayers for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff be said the same day the work is performed.

DECREE ON INDULGENCES ATTACHED TO DEVOTIONS IN HONOUR OF DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY JUNE 29, 2002 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DECREE_ON_INDULGENCES_ATTACHED_TO_DEVOTIONS_IN_HONOUR_OF_DIVINE_MERCY.doc
It says nothing about the time frame…

RELATED FILES
ANOINTING OF THE SICK AFTER DEATH-RON SMITH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ANOINTING_OF_THE_SICK_AFTER_DEATH-RON_SMITH.doc 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK APOSTOLIC BLESSING AND A PLENARY INDULGENCE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ANOINTING_OF_THE_SICK_APOSTOLIC_BLESSING_AND_A_PLENARY_INDULGENCE.doc 

PLENARY INDULGENCES AND PRAYERS FOR A HAPPY DEATH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PLENARY_INDULGENCES_AND_PRAYERS_FOR_A_HAPPY_DEATH.doc 

INDULGENCES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDULGENCES.doc
HOW TO ACQUIRE PLENARY INDULGENCES AND AVOID PURGATORY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOW_TO_ACQUIRE_PLENARY_INDULGENCES_AND_AVOID_PURGATORY.doc
HOW TO OBTAIN INDULGENCE IN THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOW_TO_OBTAIN_INDULGENCE_IN_THE_JUBILEE_YEAR_OF_MERCY.doc 

ON SIN HELL AND INDULGENCES-THE PURSUIT OF HOLINESS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_SIN_HELL_AND_INDULGENCES-THE_PURSUIT_OF_HOLINESS.doc 

THE ST PHILOMENA CORD INDULGENCES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PHILOMENA_CORD_INDULGENCES.doc 
THREE WAYS TO OBTAIN AN INDULGENCE FOR THE 100-YEAR FATIMA ANNIVERSARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THREE_WAYS_TO_OBTAIN_AN_INDULGENCE_FOR_THE_100-YEAR_FATIMA_ANNIVERSARY.doc
GREGORIAN MASSES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GREGORIAN_MASSES.doc
� CD-ROM 2.0 – Welcome to the Catholic Church, (1997), Harmony Media Inc., Gervais, OR.





