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Tithing
If God allows some people to pile up riches instead of making themselves poor as Jesus did, it is so that may use what He has entrusted to them as loyal servants, in accordance with the Master's will, to do spiritual and temporal good to others.
-- St. Charles de Foucauld

[6] For I am the Lord, and I change not: and you the sons of Jacob are not consumed. [7] For from the days of your fathers you have departed from my ordinances, and have not kept them: Return to me, and I will return to you, saith the Lord of hosts. And you have said: Wherein shall we return? [8] Shall a man afflict God? for you afflict me. And you have said: Wherein do we afflict thee? in tithes and in firstfruits. [9] And you are cursed with want, and you afflict me, even the whole nation of you. [10] Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my house, and try me in this, saith the Lord: if I open not unto you the flood-gates of heaven, and pour you out a blessing even to abundance. [11] And I will rebuke for your sakes the devourer, and he shall not spoil the fruit of your land: neither shall the vine in the field be barren, saith the Lord of hosts. [12] And all nations shall call you blessed: for you shall be a delightful land, saith the Lord of hosts.
(Douay-Rheims, Malachi 3:6-12)
[7] Who serveth as a soldier at any time, at his own charges? Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? Who feedeth the flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? [8] Speak I these things according to man? Or doth not the law also say these things? [9] For it is written in the law of Moses: Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? [10] Or doth he say this indeed for our sakes? For these things are written for our sakes: that he that plougheth, should plough in hope; and he that thrasheth, in hope to receive fruit.
[11] If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we reap your carnal things? [12] If others be partakers of this power over you, why not we rather? Nevertheless, we have not used this power: but we bear all things, lest we should give any hindrance to the gospel of Christ. [13] Know you not, that they who work in the holy place, eat the things that are of the holy place; and they that serve the altar, partake with the altar? [14] So also the Lord ordained that they who preach the gospel, should live by the gospel. (Douay-Rheims, 1 Corinthians 9:7-14)
[1] Now concerning the collections that are made for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, so do ye also. [2] On the first day of the week let every one of you put apart with himself, laying up what it shall well please him; that when I come, the collections be not then to be made. (Douay-Rheims, 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2)
What does the Catholic Church teach in regards to tithing?  Are we required to tithe?

https://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/222-apologetics-for-the-masses-issue-168
By John Martignoni, May 20, 2011
The word “tithe,” refers to a religious offering of 10% of one’s income to Church and/or charity.  In the Old Testament, we see tithing mentioned, I believe for the first time, when Abraham gave one tenth of his spoils from a successful military campaign to Melchizedek (Genesis 14:20).  Jacob made a vow of tithing to the Lord in Genesis 28:20–22.  Tithing was even written into the Mosaic Law, as we see in Numbers 18:21–24.

In the New Testament, though, there is no specific mention of Christians giving a tithe and the Church has not, to my knowledge, ever formally required tithing along the lines of what was done in Old Testament times.

The people of God are, however, required to give of their resources to support Church and charity.  One of the five precepts of the Church, as found in Canon Law #222, is this: “The Christian Faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for apostolic works and works of charity, and for the decent sustenance of ministers.”  In the Catechism, #2041–43, it summarizes this precept and adds that each is to give “according to his abilities.”

Also, the New Testament speaks of feeding the hungry and clothing the naked (Matthew 25:31–46); supporting one’s family and relatives (1 Timothy 5:8); selling homes and property to give to the needy (Acts 4:34–35); and mentions the practice of Christians setting aside a contribution on the first day of every week – Sunday (1 Corinthians 16:2).

So, neither the New Testament, nor the Catechism, nor Canon Law, specifically mention tithing when it comes to the support of the Church and of apostolic works and works of charity, but giving to Church and charity is indeed a necessary part of every Christian’s walk.   

But, even though there is no “requirement” to tithe put on God’s people as there was in the Old Testament, there are nonetheless strong recommendations for the practice of tithing.  
Msgr. Martin Muller of Our Lady of Sorrows parish in Homewood each year tells his parishioners that the U.S. Bishop’s Conference recommends giving 5% to the Church and 5% to charity (which would include Church–sponsored charities such as Catholic Charities and Catholic schools).  He also says something that I know a lot of people who tithe agree with, which is: “I can’t afford not to tithe, because of the blessings that God has given me through tithing.”

Monsignor’s words reflect the fulfillment of a promise made by God in Scripture.  In Malachi 3:6–12, God tells the Israelites that if they will bring the full tithes into the storehouse, then He will “open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.”  And He doesn’t just tell them to do this, He says to them, “Put Me to the test!” Monsignor Muller, and many others who tithe, have indeed experienced that overflowing blessing.

Whenever anyone asks me about tithing, I recommend it as strongly as I can. But, let’s say you gave just 2% of your income last year to Church and charity and maybe you’re thinking that jumping up to 10% just can’t be done.  I recommend finding ways to sacrifice here and there so that you can double your giving to 4% this year, then double it again next year, and then moving to the full 10% the following year.  That way it gives you time to plan your budget around your tithe. 

And, if you get to the 10% level, and God does not follow through on His promise of pouring down upon you an overflowing blessing, well, then stop tithing.  But, I have yet to meet anyone who put God to the test on this, and wound up being disappointed. 

Are Catholics required to tithe 10 percent of their income to the Church?  

https://www.catholic.com/qa/are-catholics-required-to-tithe-10-percent-of-their-income-to-the-church 
Catholics are under no obligation to tithe a certain percentage of their income to the Church. 

The Church does require the following:

The fifth precept ("You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church") means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material needs of the Church, each according to his own ability. . . The faithful also have the duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each according to his own abilities. (CCC 2043) 

The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for apostolic works and works of charity, and for the decent sustenance of ministers. They are also obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources. (CIC 222)

-Peggy Frye

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1c3a3.htm 

II. THE PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH
2041 The precepts of the Church are set in the context of a moral life bound to and nourished by liturgical life. The obligatory character of these positive laws decreed by the pastoral authorities is meant to guarantee to the faithful the very necessary minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor:

2042 The first precept ("You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor") requires the faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of the Lord as well as the principal liturgical feasts honoring the mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in the first place, by participating in the Eucharistic celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, and by resting from those works and activities which could impede such a sanctification of these days.82
The second precept ("You shall confess your sins at least once a year") ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the reception of the sacrament of reconciliation, which continues Baptism's work of conversion and forgiveness.83
The third precept ("You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season") guarantees as a minimum the reception of the Lord's Body and Blood in connection with the Paschal feasts, the origin and center of the Christian liturgy.84
2043 The fourth precept ("You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by the Church") ensures the times of ascesis and penance which prepare us for the liturgical feasts and help us acquire mastery over our instincts and freedom of heart.85
The fifth precept ("You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church") means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material needs of the Church, each according to his own ability.86
The faithful also have the duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each according to his own abilities.87
Notes

82 Cf. CIC, cann. 1246-1248; CCEO, cann. 881 § 1, § 2, § 4.
83 Cf. CIC, can. 989; CCEO, can. 719.
84 Cf. CIC, can. 920; CCEO, cann. 708; 881 § 3.
85 Cf. CIC, cann. 1249-1251; CCEO, can. 882.
86 Cf. CIC, can. 222; CCEO can. 25; Furthermore, episcopal conferences can establish other ecclesiastical precepts for their own territories (Cf. CIC, can. 455).
87 Cf. CIC, can. 222.
Canon Law
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_PU.HTM
Can. 222 §1. The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for the works of the apostolate and of charity, and for the decent support of ministers.
§2. They are also obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources.

Tithe
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1486
November 24, 2009

I would like to ask a question about paying tithe. I know its 10% of someone's earning. My question is should the whole 10% be paid once into the church or can someone split it for example part to church and part to some charity organisations. –Anthony
The typical tradition for tithing is to give 50% of whatever you give (doesn't have to be 10%) to your parish and the other 50% to whatever ministries or charities you choose to support. The total amount of charitable giving does not have to be 10%, but it should be sacrificial. This regular giving does not include donations to special projects and funds (e.g., building fund, Peter's Pence) -- those are extra to the regular monthly giving.
In the Rule of St. Michael we have a section that explains the Philosophy and Principles of Tithing (see page 20) based upon Catholic tradition of tithing. This may answer all your questions. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
Support of the Church
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=2208
August 18, 2012 

One of the six precepts or commandments of the Church states that we are to support the church. Would it be a mortal sin not to comply with one of these precepts? What I usually do is give money to a local monastery and not my parish. Would this fulfill the requirement of supporting the church or would do I have to give money to my parish every Sunday during Mass? –Gary
According to Canon Law 222 §1, "The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for the works of the apostolate and of charity, and for the decent support of ministers." ﻿
This mean that we have an obligation to support our parish and diocese. The diocese is the local Church, the parishes are neighborhood extensions of the local Church.

No specific percentage of income is mentioned. But, the typical advice is to decide how much you plan on giving to all organizations. Then 50% should go to the parish, and 50% to any apostolates, ministries, charities that you wish. That is only a suggestion.

What is not a suggestion is that we are obliged to support our parish and diocese.

To quote from the material on beginningcaatholic.com:

The Precepts of the Catholic Church are a description of the absolute minimum actions required of Catholics regarding the Church.

The Church uses these precepts remind us that Christian life requires a commitment to prayer and active participation in the liturgy and sacraments. If we fall below this bare-minimum level, we can't rightly consider ourselves to be in full communion with the Catholic Church.

Each of these precepts of the Catholic Church is a requirement. Together with the Ten Commandments, they represent the minimum level of moral living. Intentional violation of the precepts or the Commandments is a grave matter, meaning a mortal sin. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OLSM
What is the Church's position on tithing?
https://www.catholic.com/qa/what-is-the-churchs-position-on-tithing
August 5, 2011

I was born and raised in the Mormon Church, went on a mission, and did everything a good Mormon should do, including tithing. Since my wife and I converted to the Catholic Church we still have nagging doubts that we should be tithing to our parish (as we did when we were Mormons: ten percent of our gross income), except that it's much harder to do so now that we have several children. The Mormon Church taught me that tithing is mandatory. What's the Catholic Church's position?
Although the Church teaches that offering some form of material support to the Church is obligatory for all Catholic adults who are able to do so, it doesn't specify what percent of one's income should be given. Remember, tithing was an Old Testament obligation that was incumbent on the Jews under the Law of Moses. Christians are dispensed from the obligation of tithing ten percent of their incomes, but not from the obligation to help the Church.
The key to understanding how God wants us to give to the Church is found in 1 Corinthians 16:2, "On the first day of the week [Sunday] each of you should set aside whatever he can afford," and in 2 Corinthians 9:5-8,

So I thought it necessary to encourage the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for your promised gift [donation], so that in this way it might be ready as a bountiful gift and not as an exaction. Consider this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as already determined without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you may have an abundance for every good work.

To paraphrase: God doesn't demand a fixed amount of money from us; he wants us to give from the heart. If people are forced by their church to give a certain percent of their income, that's extortion. If they give freely and cheerfully the amount they are able, that's a gift.

Tithing
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=339364
December 22, 2001

More often today than years past, we are reminded to tithe ten percent of our gross income to our local parish. Could you please explain the Church position on this? Thank you so much. –Art

The tithe is a tenth part of something paid as a sort of religious tax. The practice is old and is not limited to Israel. Early biblical examples of tithing include that offered to Melchizedek by Abram (Gen 14:20) and that promised to God by Jacob (Gen 28:22). Tithing became legislated at some point and became a means of support for the Levites who served in conjunction with priests in worship. One example of the requirement to tithe appears in the book of Leviticus:

27:30 "All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. 27:31 If a man wishes to redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. 27:32 And all the tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the LORD. 27:33 A man shall not inquire whether it is good or bad, neither shall he exchange it; and if he exchanges it, then both it and that for which it is exchanged shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed." 27:34 
These are the commandments which the LORD commanded Moses for the people of Israel on Mount Sinai.

Beyond tithing of grains, vines, and flocks, the Pharisees at some point extended the requirement to tithe upon all sorts of other items, making this religious requirement a burden for the people. Jesus was critical of the scribes and Pharisees for externalizing religious observance with such elaborate tithes while failing to be truly spiritual:

Luke 11:42 "But woe to you Pharisees! for you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God; these you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 

As to tithing in the NT, I am not aware of an explicit requirement, as such, to tithe –at least not as practiced as a tax, in the OT. This is not to say that one is not obliged to support the Church, as is obvious by Gospel and Epistle references to supporting those who labor and by the collections taken up, described in Acts and by Paul, for the work of the Church. But this was NOT a tax or according to a proportional standard, as is obvious from the story in Acts about a crooked couple:

5:3 But Peter said, "Anani'as, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 5:4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 5:5 When Anani'as heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 5:6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.

As Peter noted, Ananias was not obliged to give the money to the apostles.

In the New Testament we have some examples of those who were invited to go beyond any standard or percentage. For instance, our Lord invited the rich man to “sell all you have and give to the poor and come follow me.” The man went away sad and passed up this personal invitation. And elsewhere, our Lord commends a poor widow, who gave all that she had, as was little, to the Temple treasury. And the early apostolic Church similarly describes a situation in which people shared all in common. St. Paul took up collections from the churches in the Diaspora for support of the church at Jerusalem, and he accepted personal financial support from the church at Philippi. I believe St. Paul and others would say that we should be generous in our support of the Church and allow the Spirit to guide that generosity, rather than attempt to legislate it with a hard and fast rule.

I know that some denominations and Christians do regard tithing as an ethical requirement, perhaps basing this upon the OT practice. And some Catholic parishes have recently approached parish support from this perspective. But still, we do not tax our people and cannot require compliance. On the other hand, ten percent may represent a reasonable amount for those who are financially able to afford such support and so it may be a helpful standard to suggest. But all Catholics should keep in mind: the Church is NOT a charity and our spiritual family and a Christian has a moral obligation to support his or her parish—at whatever level is appropriate for each person and family. And as some pastors point out, there are forms of tithing besides money; namely, time and talent. -Fr. John Echert
Are Catholics required to tithe?

http://legatus.org/required-to-tithe
Many Christian denominations require their members to give 10% of all their earnings, a practice known as tithing. In the Old Testament, under Jewish law, there was the requirement of tithing, as seen in stories such as Abraham and Jacob giving a tenth of everything they had. But does this requirement still stand?  
Although the Catholic Church teaches that offering some form of material support to the Church is mandatory for all Catholic adults, provided they are able do so, it doesn't set a required number or percent. Tithing was a requirement of Mosaic law, which Christians are dispensed from by virtue of the New Covenant. This does not, however, remove the obligation to give to the Church.  

One verse that is helpful in understanding our obligation to give is 2 Corinthians 9:5-8.  

“So I thought it necessary to encourage the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for your promised gift [donation], so that in this way it might be ready as a bountiful gift and not as an exaction. Consider this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as already determined without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you may have an abundance for every good work.”  

God doesn't demand a certain amount of money from us; He wants us to give from the heart. Whether that’s money, time, or talent, He wants your joyful offering. If people are forced by the Church to give a certain percent of their income, that's extortion. If they give freely and cheerfully the amount they are able, that's a gift.

FAQs about tithing
http://archstl.org/stewardship/page/faqs-about-tithing 

By Dave Baranowski, Archdiocese of St. Louis, MO

What is tithing?
Tithing is the practice, established by God in the Old Testament, of returning 10% of your blessings to God. Originally the tithe was given to the temple or the Church in the form of produce or livestock, since this really was the only income that the people had. As our society shifted from a barter-based system of trade to a monetary exchange system, the tithe began to be paid in currency. Whether one gave monetary income or profit from the fields was really not as important as it was for the believer to understand that the tithe was what was owed to God. The tithe was not given based on the needs of the priests, of the Church or of the poor. It was given simply in recognition and gratitude for the blessings that God had bestowed on the individual. Thus, every believer had a need to tithe to God.

“The tithes of the herd and the flock shall be determined by ceding to the Lord as sacred every tenth animal as they are counted by the herdsman’s rod.” - Leviticus 27:32

Why don’t we read about the tithe in the New Testament?
Jesus actually called his followers to a standard of giving that went far beyond the tithe. He called us to give up everything and follow Him. The early Christians were able to do this. However, as the Church expanded throughout the world its followers needed to be reminded that generous giving is a hallmark of the Judeo-Christian tradition. The Church Council of Macon in 585 A.D. ordered payment of tithes. In the 8th century, Charlemagne made tithing to the Church a civil law. The Council of Trent (1545-1563) also reiterated the call to tithe.

“Tell the rich in the present age not to be proud and not to rely on so uncertain a thing as wealth but rather on God, who richly provides us with all things for our enjoyment. Tell them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the future, so as to win the life that is true life.” - 1 Timothy 6:17-19
Is tithing still necessary in the Catholic Church today?
Tithing is absolutely still necessary in the Catholic Church today. When God introduced the concept of the tithe in the Old Testament He told the Israelites this contribution was necessary from them to support the work of the Levites and the poor in the community. Today our Church still needs our support to pay the expenses and financial obligations it incurs as it operates in a commercial society. Salaries, benefits, insurance, maintenance, utilities and service fees are all expenses that never even existed when Our Lord first decreed that each of us was to give back a percentage of what we have. Additionally, we are still called to care for the poor among us.

“Each year you shall tithe all the produce that grows in the field you have sown…so that the Levite who has no share in the heritage with you and also the alien, the orphan and the widow who belong to your community, may come and eat their fill so that the Lord your God may bless you in all that you undertake.” - Deuteronomy 14:22, 29
Why does the Church often refer to tithing as “giving back?”
Throughout sacred scripture God tells us that everything belongs to God. He made the world and all that is in it. He made us and blessed us with absolutely every gift we have. Our lives, our families, our health, our education, our unique talents and skills, our job and our income are all blessings from God, entrusted into our care for the good of all peoples. Thus, when we tithe we are really only giving back 10% of something that ultimately belongs to God anyway. The amazing thing is that our God is a generous and abundant God who lets us keep and enjoy 90% of all His blessings.

“The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness: the world and those who dwell in it.” - Psalm 24:1
Why can’t my parish just ask for my support when it has special needs?
Many parishes do function in this way. Inevitably this leads to endless fundraising activities and still there is more that every parish needs and wants to do. There is never an end to the ministry that a parish could do, if it had the funds. Parishes that have successfully paid their own bills and maintained their own property can reach out to other communities in need and offer their assistance. However, without a constant flow of income through tithes given freely in the Offertory a parish must appeal for funding for every activity or ministry it wishes to undertake. Parishioners get tired of the constant talk about money and the demands on their time that this kind of approach takes. Our Lord warned about this kind of fundraising approach and yelled, “Stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace.” Yet this is often what we have done when we resort to constant sales and fundraising activities rather than simply asking parishioners to bring their tithe to God’s altar first.

“He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables and to those who sold doves he said, ‘Take these out of here and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.’” - John 2:15-16
Is anyone exempt from the tithe?
Our Lord exempted no one from giving. In the story of the “Widow’s Mite” it is important to note that He did not reach into the Offering box and give the widow back her two small coins. When He multiplied the Loaves and Fishes He asked for all the food that anyone had. Even the Levites or priests of the Old Testament were not exempt from the tithe. Today, although many parishioners are unaware of it, priests are still usually most generous in giving back a percentage of their own small salaries to the parishes in which they serve.

"Give the Levites these instructions: When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I have assigned you from them as your heritage, you are to make a contribution from them to the Lord, a tithe of the tithes…” - Numbers 18:26
Tithing is such a great sacrifice? Are there any real benefits?
In addition to the fact that you are following God’s will and providing your Church with the resources it needs to carry out the work of Jesus Christ here on earth, those who embrace tithing report that this approach has numerous benefits. The satisfaction that comes from gratefully sharing your blessings is tremendous.
When you take a hard look at your spending and plan to make God first in your budget you quickly begin to realize the difference between what you need and what you want.

You begin to eliminate the endless clutter of material wants from your life and start to more fully appreciate the many blessings that you already have.

You realize that commercialism works to convince us that we never have enough of the right things, even though God has already blessed you with all that you need.

You stop being “consumed by consumerism” and “possessed by your possessions” and begin to slow down and prioritize not only how you spend your money but also how you spend your time.

Once you stop trying to satisfy yourself with material possessions and spending, you may even find that you enjoy simple pleasures more fully – especially time to deepen your relationships with God, with loved ones and with your community.

Ultimately, those who tithe often feel that the practice brings more joy, more peace, more contentment and more balance to their lives.

“Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you.” - Luke 6:38
When I decide to work towards a tithe, should I be calculating it based on my gross or net income?
When striving to give a full tithe, you should calculate the amount you give back to God based on your gross income. The reason for this is that stewardship calls us to give back to God first, before we take care of any of our own wants, needs or obligations – including our obligation to our government. After all, God should come before Uncle Sam, shouldn’t He? By placing God first – above all other financial obligations – we show how much we love and trust Him. Some people may never be able to reach a full tithe. Others reach that goal and keep giving, knowing that in reality it all belongs to God.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce; then will your barns be filled with grain, with new wine your vats will overflow.” - Proverbs 3:9-10
With our current financial obligations, I don’t know how it would be possible for us to convert to giving away a full 10%. Are there any other options?
Even if giving a full tithe is not immediately possible for you, it is important to work towards this goal. You can begin by committing to giving a gift that is planned, proportionate and sacrificial. Most Catholics do not even know how much they give back. When they take the time to calculate that amount they are often surprised and discomforted. We often think we are very generous yet despite the strong urging throughout sacred scripture to give back 10% the average Catholic today gives less than 1%.

The first step in working towards a tithe is to determine what percentage you are currently giving back. Then see if you can increase that percentage by at least ½ percent. If you increase your giving every year by at least ½ percent or more, you will eventually reach a full tithe. 
A full tithe is 10%. It is usually suggested that you give 5% to your parish and 5% combined to any other charities that touch your heart.

Of course, it might be necessary to eliminate something from your family or personal budget in order to increase your giving every year. Eliminating discretionary monthly expenses – such a phone or cable packages, memberships, entertainment, subscriptions, etc. – is often a good place to start. Sometimes input from the entire family might be helpful in finding a way that you can tighten the budget so that more can be given upfront to God. A legalistic approach to a certain percentage really isn’t as important as developing an overall grateful and generous way of life. Many who begin on this type of stewardship journey eventually find that they feel called to increase their giving even beyond the 10% level.

“Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.” - Luke 12:48
Is it really such a horrible thing if I decide not to work towards giving a full tithe back to God?
Although the Church and the world it serves may suffer when Christians decide to take care of their own needs and wants before giving back to God, ultimately what will suffer most will be your relationship with your God. It is God who asks for the tithe. It is God who blessed you with gifts to share. It is God who will one day ask for an accounting of how well you shared your gifts with others.

“Dare a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me! And you say, ‘How do we rob you?’ In tithes and offerings! You are indeed accursed, for you, the whole nation, rob me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house and try me in this way, says the Lord of hosts; Shall I not open for you the floodgates of heaven to pour down blessings upon you without measure?” - Malachi 3:8-10
Tithing is such a huge step. How can I find the courage to commit to this way of life?
Tithing truly does take great faith. Simply place your trust in God. If you wait until you feel that you are financially comfortable you will never take the step. The commercialism of our society works to convince us that we never have enough. No matter how much we have, there is always something else we will want. If you are ever going to tithe, you will have to step back from your endless list of wants and believe that our generous and abundant God will always provide you with all that you need and even with enough to give back a generous share.

“He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with him?” - Romans 8:32
Is there a simple way to know if I am truly tithing, without doing all the math?
Here is an easy formula for determining your tithe to your parish.

(Take your pre-tax income.

(Round it to the nearest thousand.

(Then take off the last three zeros. For example, a person making $40,000 annually would take off the last three zeros and be left with $40.

This is the amount you should be giving every week, if you are giving 5% back to God through your parish.

You would also want to be giving the same amount – the other 5% – to other charities that are important to you, such as schools, hospitals, social service agencies, missions, religious orders, etc.

If you’re not sure the formula works check the math. 5% of $40,000 is $2000. Divide by 50 weeks. (Easier and quicker than 52 weeks.) You would give $40 a week.

You can also check on your tithing level every year as you complete your income tax. It’s easy to calculate. Divide your total charitable contributions for the last year by your gross income for that year. Move the decimal point over two places and that is your percent of giving. So if your answer is .0346, you are returning 3.5% of your income to God. If you are not happy with the number, plan ways to increase your giving.

“Then he said to the crowd, ‘Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.’” - Luke 12:15
Catholic Tithing and Almsgiving
http://www.aquinasandmore.com/catholic-articles/catholic-tithing-and-almsgiving/article/321
“[I felt] free, the opposite of heavy.”
Karl Rabeder lives an opulent lifestyle.  He has a talent for making and spending money.  He's been blessed with all the worldly possessions most people could imagine.  He has a villa overlooking the Alps, an $850,000 farmhouse, gliders, expensive cars and a fortune worth about five million dollars.

But he's trying to get rid of it all.

Mr. Rabeder says that while vacationing with his wife in Hawaii it hit him how soulless his five-star lifestyle was. He felt like everyone around him was acting and it prevented him from knowing real people.  On gliding trips to South America and South Africa he had the nagging feeling that there must be a connection between his wealth and the poverty around him.  This feeling of injustice that he felt eventually prompted him to downsize until there was nothing left and it has given him a sense of freedom that he never had when he was surrounded by luxury. 
The Bible and the Catholic Church teaches that the goods of the earth are meant for all mankind, not just for those who can afford them.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that the, “goods of creation are destined for the whole human race.” And that the, “appropriation of property is legitimate for guaranteeing the freedom and dignity of persons and for helping each of them to meet his basic needs and the needs of those in his charge.”
This doesn't necessarily mean that people are called to give away all that they have.  It means that people who have been blessed (and who in America has not been blessed?) have a moral obligation to use their treasures for the betterment of those around them.

In some cases this may mean giving away everything, but for most people it means being a good steward of what has been given to you.  Our Christian identity is based on the belief that we are created in God's image and likeness.  Being created by God and for God means that “we are not our own.” (1 Cor 6:19)  If we belong to God then all that we have belongs to God and like the wise steward, we are entrusted with the responsibility of giving even more back than what has initially been given to us.

The Church's understanding of the universal destination of all goods stands in stark contrast to the socialism that is immediately brought to mind when hearing such a phrase.  St. Thomas Aquinas argued that by defending private property and ownership, wealth is “spread around” much more efficiently and effectively than by simply abolishing wealth and dividing it among everyone.

Aquinas gives three reasons why this is the case.  He says that people take better care of their own property than they do public property.  Visit a public restroom to see how this is true.  He adds that when the law recognizes and defends ownership there are fewer disputes.  It is pretty hard to argue that a house is yours if someone else holds the deed.  And finally, if a person knows that he can use his property with minimal influence from others, he will work harder to produce more. (Summa II,II,66)  If you fear that your business could be taken away from you then you have little motivation to make it a successful business.

What is interesting about Karl Rabeder is that he (wisely) didn't just send an oversized novelty check to some charity.  He has what Frank J. Hanna, author of What Your Money Means, would call a “vocation to wealth creation”.  For Karl, simply giving away his fortune would have been an irresponsible use of the money-making talent he has been given.  Instead, he has chosen to form a microcredit charity that provides small loans and business strategies to poor people in Latin America who are trying to start their own businesses.  He is teaching people how to fish, as the proverb goes.  By establishing and supervising this charitable organization he is ensuring that his fortune provides long-term help for anyone with the motivation to improve his own situation.  And even though Karl is trading his spacious Alpine home for a small apartment in Innsbruck, he can call himself free for the first time.
What Would It Take to Call Yourself Free?
Did you know that Catholics give less to charity than almost any other major U.S. religion?  Christians in general tithe about 2.2% of their income.  While that number isn't much to be proud of, Catholics average half that amount according to Charles Zech's Why Catholics Don't Give ...And What Can Be Done About It.

In the Old Testament almsgiving was an essential part of the Hebrew religion.  They had three tithes to make, which exceeded the ten percent tithe that we usually think about.  Ten percent was the amount they had to contribute to the place the LORD chose to make a home for his name.  This included ten percent of all their wealth, not just money.  In addition to the annual tithe, a third-year tithe would be given to the Levites, widows and the poor.  Finally, every seventh year all debts would be forgiven and people would have to help one another in their needs. Of all that was given, the best was required.  A man would give the finest of his flock as the tithe and if he desired to keep this offering he would have to buy it back at a fifth more than its value. (Lev 27:30) 

The problem with having many possessions is that they can distract us from our identities as children of God.  Money can be a great blessing but it can also cause a person to lose his soul.  It doesn't matter whether you have very little money or great amounts of wealth, the temptation to use it selfishly is a danger for most of us. The Certified Financial Planner Board estimates that nearly one third of lottery winners end up bankrupt.  While this could be because they give it all away, it is more likely that this wealth is wasted on big homes and fast cars.  What is obvious is that people who have large sums of money given to them unexpectedly are generally not good stewards of their wealth.
The Person Who is Trustworthy in Small Matters is Also Trustworthy in Great Ones (Lk 16:10)
To avoid becoming too attached to our possessions we must intentionally detach ourselves from them. This has to be done with prayer and deliberation.  Thomas Zordani, author of Faith Finances, says that when he is counseling a family on how to get out of debt he tells them that they need to begin tithing before they set aside money for anything else.  Although it may seem like a great burden, he says that once a budget has been established it becomes apparent that the family was tithing already – but to the wrong god.  It is easy to come up with ten percent when you spend money on coffee from Starbucks and you eat out for lunch every day.

Zordani goes on to say that tithing and giving alms forces a person to take control of his finances.  It keeps the universal destination of goods at the forefront, which serves as the reminder that God is the provider of all that we have.  It also means that we have to trust that God will continue to provide for our needs as we struggle to provide for the needs of others. 
How Much Should I Tithe?
The traditional amount that a person should tithe is ten percent.  Asking whether that means gross or net is not really relevant if you fall into the 1.1% category of Catholic givers. Zordani recommends tithing 10%.  He cites the prophet Malachi (Mal 3:8-11) who says that if you do not give the full tithe you are cheating God.  Frank Hanna goes even further and says that if you have non-essential income you should be using anywhere from ten to one hundred percent of it for charitable purposes.  Regardless of how much you determine God is calling you to give, it is essential that you give it with a cheerful heart (1 Cor 9:6-9).


God's Promise
The same passage that warns against cheating God also promises a great reward for those who give generously.  It says that the floodgates of heaven will be opened and you will receive blessings in abundance.  The New Testament says the same thing.  “The measure with which you measure will be measured out to you and still more will be given to you.” (Mk 4:24-25)

Some people will be called to tithe ten percent and some of us may be called to give away everything we have, but everyone has to make the choice.  Will you answer the call as Karl Rabeder did or will you walk away like the rich man?  The words of St. Ambrose haunted Frank Hanna until he committed himself to using his wealth for the benefit of others.  St. Ambrose said, “It is the hungry man's bread that you withhold, the naked man's cloak you store away.  The money you bury in the earth is the price of the poor man's ransom and freedom.”

Start Giving Today, Start Giving Right Now
According to Why Catholics Don't Give, one of the reasons Catholics remain so uncharitable is because they fail to plan.  If you faithfully put a $1 in the collection basket every Sunday you'll have given $52 dollars by the end of the year.  That's a percentage of .0011 for a family with an income of $45,000 a year. Wow.  You cannot base your charitable donations on the amount you have in your wallet when it's time for the collection.  Even if you put in $20 a week you'd only be at the 2.2 percent that the average Christian of any denomination gives.

Instead, pray about what God is asking of you and build your budget around it.  Even if you have a talent for growing wealth you can't “work the money” for years with the intention of giving a greater sum later.  There are people who need your help now.  Most arguments that involve increasing wealth in order to give more later are really excuses not to give at all.  Giving now helps those who can't afford to wait until tomorrow.

If you give with a happy heart Frank Hanna says that it will form you in virtue.  You will learn to develop faith in God's providence.  You will learn humility because in giving you accept that someone else is going to be making choices about how your money is spent.  You will grow in generosity by learning to let go now and you will set a good example for others who look to you for inspiration.
The Challenge
Frank Zordani offers this challenge in Faith Finances:  Commit to a ten percent tithe for six months and then assess where you are financially.  After six months if you feel you've been more generous to God than He's been to you, stop tithing. 

With Lent just beginning, now is the perfect time to accept this challenge and start supporting your parish and other organizations that give so much, spiritually and physically, to those who need it. 

Making Stewardship a Way of Life
http://www.aquinasandmore.com/catholic-books/making-stewardship-a-way-of-life/sku/22509  
By Andrew Kemberling and Mila Glodava, ISBN 1592765777, 2009 
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This book is the ultimate stewardship guide! Detailed and descriptive, it includes step-by-step instructions, sample letters, campaigns, and measurement tools for maximizing success. It will inspire every parishioner to:

(Make time for God in prayer and worship

(Give freely and cheerfully of their time, talent, and treasure

(Promote vocations for the abundant harvest

(Preserve the earth for this generation and the next.

An invaluable resource for every stewardship committee -- from veterans to new volunteers!

Rev. Andrew Kemberling is the pastor of St. Thomas More parish in Centennial, Colorado. Under his leadership the parish has received much recognition, including the Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy Award from the International Catholic Stewardship Council, for outstanding work in promoting stewardship as a way of life.

Mila Glodava created the office of communications and stewardship for her parish. Today, under her direction and Fr. Andrew's leadership, the parish boasts a multi-award-winning stewardship program.
Why Catholics Don't Give ...And What Can Be Done About It
http://www.aquinasandmore.com/catholic-books/why-catholics-dont-give-and-what-can-be-done-about-it/sku/55306 
By Charles E. Zech, ISBN 1592762611
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If you want to raise more revenue, more quickly and easily, you owe it to yourself - and those you minister to - to examine the practical advice and solid information presented in this book.  Written for pastors, diocesan staff, development directors, stewardship committees, and anyone else whose job includes generating income.
Faith Finances
http://www.aquinasandmore.com/catholic-books/faith-finances/sku/21609  
By Thomas E. Zordani, ISBN 1607992787, 2009
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"Are you one of the millions of Americans that are treading water in a vast sea of debt? Are you perhaps struggling financially? Are you ready for change? Thomas E. Zordani, in his book Faith Finances, illustrates through the use of the Bible how to improve your situation forever. This unique and compelling book uses a step-by-step approach that mixes powerful biblical principles with proven secular techniques to positively transform any financial situation. 
Faith Finances will have you looking not only at your checkbook differently, but the Good Book as well. Join Thomas and the many who have experienced a renewal of their faith while successfully altering their personal financial futures with Faith Finances!"

Catholic author Tom Zordani lives and works in Denver, Colorado.

Faith Finances came about through the real life experiences of its creator Thomas Zordani.  After facing a period of homelessness and finding himself and his family in an unimaginable swamp of debt, he began a painstaking journey to gain financial knowledge and wisdom from the ultimate learning source, the Bible! Nothing is more basic than the information regarding finances that is to be found in the Bible.
As a Catholic, and after having realized that he had financially failed his wife and children, he knew that change needed to occur.  What he discovered in his studies of the Scriptures was that he had not made God a part of his finances.  He did not realize that everything he had was on loan from God.  If he was incapable of handling what little money he had, there would be no way he could possibly deserve or handle more.  It wasn't until he changed his heart and his thinking, and applied these timeless stewardship principles found in the Bible that his finances began to change.  "I owe everything to God!" Tom says today.
Faith Finances is about becoming a true steward.  With such stewardship responsibility comes the understanding that God owns everything we have (our possessions, our homes, our children and yes, even our money).  Everything belongs to God.  We are merely stewards of whatever He chooses to bless us with.  It is our solemn duty to become the best stewards we are capable of becoming, and instilling within our children this very profound truth, so that they may grow and develop the necessary character to become themselves good stewards.
True stewardship is about applying all of God's words to personal finances.  It is about mastering the 3 Principles to biblical finances, the principles of Giving, Managing, and Increase.  
Tom currently teaches these learned and proved stewardship concepts to churches, both large and small, and religious organizations in a very entertaining, inspiring, thought-provoking and manner.
What You Money Means and How to Use It Well
http://www.aquinasandmore.com/catholic-books/what-your-money-means/sku/21152 

By Frank J. Hanna, ISBN 9780824525200, 2008
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Countless books tell you how to make money: only this one turns to the wisdom of the ages to illuminate for you the reasons you have money in the first place, and the role it’s meant to play in your life and in the lives of others. Here, American entrepreneur and philanthropist Frank Hanna introduces you to a lean, no-nonsense explanation of the meaning of your money, and a guide for dealing with it constructively.

From a tradition rooted in ordinary virtue, common sense, and the pragmatism that allows societies to flourish, Hanna has skillfully drawn forth principles and criteria that will enable you to discover quickly and with confidence:
(Why you, in particular, have money

(What your money calls you to be, and why

(How to determine how much money is enough

(The three vocations of all those who have money (can you name even one of them?)

(How to shield yourself and your loved ones from the dangers inherent in wealth (and even make your wealth a school of virtue!)

(How --- if philanthropy is your calling --- to give wisely (and ten rules of thumb that should guide all donors)

Plus: much more to help you understand what your money means, and how to use it well.

Catholics and Tithing
http://www.unamsanctamcatholicam.com/home/parish-resources/83-parish-resources/500-catholics-and-tithing.html
How do various Christian groups differ from each other regarding the amount of money donated to their respective churches? Every major study of recent years that I am aware of has verified that Catholics are the most penurious of all Christian groups; typically we are ranked at or close to dead last in giving. What does dead last look like? In most studies it is about 1.25% to 1.5% of gross income (for comparison, the highest was around 6.1% for the Reformed Church in America. Mainline liberal Protestant churches hovered around 2.5 to 3%). The "penurious Catholic" trend was even the subject of a book authored by Charles Zech and printed by Our Sunday Visitor back in 2000 called Why Catholics Don't Give...And What Can Be Done About It (page 10). Though Zech's book is highly pragmatic with lots of number-crunching, he ultimately identifies the problem on the lack of stewardship mentality among Catholics, where stewardship is defined as a return of money, time, and talents to God as an expression of our thankfulness for his blessings.
While most people agree that 1.2% is not an ideal, the data raises valuable questions about the giving of Catholics. If 1.2% is low, what are we measuring this by? By the biblical 10%, known as the "tithe"? Does the Catholic Church teach tithing, or is there a strong tradition of tithing? If not, what is a proper Catholic approach to giving? How can we cultivate a disposition of stewardship?

Defining our Terms
Part of the problem here - at least in the United States - comes from allowing the larger Protestant culture to define our terms for us, which inevitably happens by osmosis. For a Protestant, tithing is simply giving to the church. What is placed in the collection basket on Sunday is the "tithe." In some Protestant sects, a "tithe" may also refer to money that is given to charitable causes, but other denominations distinguish giving to the church from other forms of giving. All generally refer to the offerings given for the support of the minister and the infrastructure of the church as "tithing", though.
Catholic tradition is much more particular and identifies several forms of giving: tithing, almsgiving, and offerings are all distinct. This calls for a short diversion into Catholic history.

The History of the Tithe
In the Old Testament, a tithe referred to a tenth of the annual increase in crops or flocks that was exacted in support of the priesthood at Jerusalem. The tithe was both like a tax and unlike a tax. It was like a tax in the sense that it was compulsory - an exaction, not a free-will offering. However, unlike a tax, it was only exacted from natural goods that had an increase. Fields and flocks yield increase, so the tithes were paid out of them. Uncultivated property, on the other hand, yields no increase, so no tithe was paid on the value of property. Unlike, say, an inheritance tax or other kinds of taxes, no tithe would be taken on the transfer or land or its inheritance. The only items subject to the tithe were those which yielded an increase.
This was in contrast to free will offerings, which were gratuitous gifts given in thanksgiving for a particular blessing conferred by God. Alms, the third form of giving, was assistance specifically given to the poor.
This three-fold division of giving would persist into the New Testament age. At the time the Church was founded, its ministers were supported by free-will offerings of the congregation. Our Lord taught that the laborer is worthy of his wage (Luke 10:7) and St. Paul teaches that: "Know you not that they who work in the holy place, eat the things that are of the place; and that they that serve the altar, partake with the altar? So also the Lord ordained that they who preach the Gospel, should live by the Gospel" (1 Cor. 9:13-14). 
In the patristic period, monetary or in-kind free-will offerings appear to be the primary way the Church was maintained, although donations of land were not uncommon (such as those set aside for the catacombs in Rome). However, one the Church became the official religion of Rome free-will offerings will no longer sufficient to maintain the massive buildings and explosion of clerical vocations that came in the 4th-5th centuries. Thus the Church reinstated the Old Testament tithe, that is, an exaction of the tenth part of the increase arising from the profits of land and stock, allotted to the clergy for their support or devoted to religious or charitable uses. As in the Old Testament, the tithe was only on natural assets that yielded an increase. The tithe seems to have been a general obligation in the late 5th century; we see it taught as an obligation of divine law in local synods from 585 onward. Beginning with the capitularies of Charlemagne (r. 768-814), we see civil law enforcing the payment of the tithe. This would be the norm throughout Christendom from the Middle Ages into the modern age.

Considerations
When questions about tithing are asked of modern pop-apologists, it is common to hear them respond that there is no strict tithe in the Catholic Church, noting that CCC 2041 on the obligation of the faithful to support the material needs of the Church does not state any requisite percentile: "'You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church' means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material needs of the Church, each according to his own ability' (CCC 2041).
However, from the above we can see that not only has the Catholic Church practiced tithing - an exaction of 10% for the upkeep of the Church - but that it has been normative for most of Catholic history. Apologists or others who state that the Church has "never practiced tithing" are woefully ignorant of history. 
It may seem questionable to the modern Catholic why the tithe as an exaction was every considered prudent by the Church; why not rely exclusively on free-will offerings, as is the case today in most parts of the world? This would make the giving more authentic and prevent the faithful from resenting the tithe as a "church tax."
Interestingly enough, the legislators of the late-medieval period who instituted the civilly-enforced tithe did so with the desire to spare congregations from constant demands on their flocks for their pastors' livelihood or the upkeep of the Church, which was both onerous to the laity who had to endure them as well as beneath the dignity of the sacred ministers to engage is such pleading. Only parishioners sufficiently capable of making free-will offerings were solicited, and this was done in private, usually in an in-home visitation by the priest.
The Church preferred instead to rely on permanent endowments or perpetual foundations, which brought the additional benefit of freeing the upkeep of the Church from the temporary generosity of any one group of people. This brought greater stability to the local churches over many generations. By the high Middle Ages, almost every piece of property had certain canonical restrictions upon it, stipulating that a certain amount of its income be set apart for the support of the local clergy. This also forced the noble landowners to provide for the spiritual care of their tenants by subsidizing their pastors.
Thus the medieval tithe was an exaction of ten percent of the increase in flocks or lands set aside for the temporal needs of the Church and enforced by civil law. This brought long-term stability and freed the parish from having to be constantly solicited for funds, admittedly one of the most unpleasant aspects of the modern Church-going experience. Therefore it is not correct to say the Church "has never practiced tithing". This article on tithing and another on church maintenance from the Catholic Encyclopedia provide more excellent background on the history of this question.
The important point is this: While free-will offerings of 1.2% or 1.5% is admittedly low, it is not fair to measure these numbers against 10%, because the Catholic tradition has never insisted that free-will offerings must be given at 10%. This is because the free-will offering and the tithe are fundamentally different forms of giving.

How Much Should Be Offered? 
Well and good, but none of this gets to the heart of the matter - how much ought we to give? While a tithe has always been set at 10%, the Church has never dictated what an appropriate free-will offering is. This is an important question to explore, as with the elimination of civilly-enforced tithing throughout most of Christendom, free-will offerings are the mainstay of parish life. Of course, per Scripture and Tradition, the faithful are bound to support their pastors - and per canon law and legislation since time immemorial, pastors are obliged to live without ostentation or needless luxury. But within the two obligations of the faithful to give and the pastors not to waste, what is fitting?
There has never been a hard and fast rule here, and perhaps Catholics get too caught up on identifying the correct "number" rather than on the correct concept. Scriptural principles teach us that whatever one gives is pleasing to God, with the important caveat that it ought to be given out of our substance, not out of our excess. That is to say, we do not give God what is 'left over'. This is the principle behind the episode of the widow's mite (Luke 24:1-4), for the Pharisees gave out of their excess, the widow out of her substance. The levels of giving were different for the two; but clearly God was more pleased with the widow's giving, both because of the disposition of humble faith with which she gave it, and because it represented a more generous offering in the qualitative sense, "For all these have of their abundance cast into the offerings of God: but she of her want, hath cast in all the living that she had" (Luke 21:4).
What does it mean to "give out of our substance"? Personally, this has always denoted that our giving should 'hurt' a little bit. We have a duty to provide for our families, and God does not call us to give to such a degree that we impoverish our own households by doing so. But to give out of our substance rather than our excess means that our giving should challenge us.
The reason for this is not simply because our pastors to fleece us for as much as possible. It is an opportunity for spiritual growth. While giving is associated with thanksgiving and the need to support God's Church, Catholic tradition also associates it with penance - the traditional Lenten penances are fasting, prayer and almsgiving. Although almsgiving is different from free-will offering, both forms of giving can be penitential in the sense that they give us an opportunity to practice mortification. Mortification means putting to death our worldly attachments. Since "love of money is the root of all kinds of evil" (1 Tim. 6:10), our giving patterns offer us a continued opportunity to divest ourselves of our attachments to mammon. This is a good reason why our giving, while remaining within levels dictated by prudence, should "hurt" a little bit. If it doesn't, we fail in an attempt to detach ourselves from mammon. This is why "it is more blessed to give than receive" (Acts 20:35).

Does God Reward Generous Giving?
This is an important question, one which has unfortunately become the linchpin of a whole sect of Protestant thought loosely called 'Prosperity Gospel' or 'Health and Wealth' Christianity. Does God reward Christians who are generous with their giving? The Prosperity Gospel proposes a three-fold answer: (a) Yes, God rewards Christians for giving generously (b) manner of the reward is temporal, material prosperity, and (c) this temporal remuneration must be steadfastly believed in with a powerful act of faith in order to actualize it. Each of these points must be examined.
Yes, it is true that God will reward generous giving. This is clearly established from the Old Testament Book of Malachi, in which God challenges us, even dares, to open up our hearts to give and see what happens:
"Shall a man afflict God? for you afflict me. And you have said: Wherein do we afflict thee? in tithes and in firstfruits. And you are cursed with want, and you afflict me, even the whole nation of you. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my house, and try me in this, saith the Lord: if I open not unto you the flood-gates of heaven, and pour you out a blessing even to abundance" (Malachi 3:8-10).
It is a remarkable statement; God tells us not to test Him, but here He calls us forth boldly and asks us to try Him and see whether He does not pour out blessings like a flood from heaven in return for our generosity. 
The passage and the principle are so well attested in tradition that its use by Prosperity preachers should not frighten us off. God will bless us if we put ourselves and our talents to work for Him (cf. Matt, 25:14-30). We must interpret it correctly, however, and while Scripture and history both demonstrate that God may reward temporal giving with temporal blessing, this can by no means be assumed or depended upon. 
Of course, the true reward for munificence are spiritual riches, as we see in the Book of Acts and the Epistles, where temporal wealth is consistently put at the Church's disposal with no return save knowledge that God "hath blessed us with every spiritual blessings in heavenly places" (Eph. 1:3). St. Paul also teaches this in the Epistle to the Corinthians: "He who sows sparingly, shall also reap sparingly: and he who sows in blessings, shall also reap blessings" (2 Cor. 9:6). Notice the proportionality of the gift to the blessing.
Temporal wealth is not an evil in the New Testament; it is still a good, but its goodness is subordinated to spiritual goods, which are far superior and towards which the use of temporal wealth ought to be directed. Temporal wealth, like any other temporal thing, must be moderated according to the virtue of temperance and always put at the disposal of charity. Like any other temporal good, we always run the risk of coveting its possession, which becomes a great evil. Nevertheless, because the Church has such a long historical tradition of seeking out and depending upon perpetual foundations for the support of churches, monasteries and clergy, the Church has historically viewed the right use of wealth as a source of blessing that is pleasing to God. 
Thus, all temporal gifts are to be seen as blessings from God, but we must resist the temptation to think that all blessings consist in such temporal gifts. The greatest gifts are those that come in the order of grace. And - if we want to be perfect - our Lord counsels us to abandon wealth altogether as the ultimate sign of renunciation for the kingdom (cf. Matt. 19:16-26).
If we know that not all blessings are temporal, it follows that it is an abuse for pastors to teach their congregations that temporal blessings should be confidently expected in return for big enough donations, much less to make this a matter of faith. 

Cultivating Stewardship
Charles Zech's book identified a malformed or nonexistent concept of 'stewardship' as responsible for the giving habits of Catholics. How can stewardship be cultivated? 
For one thing, pastors themselves need solid formation in the Church's approach and traditions surrounding charitable giving. I think many pastors do not know how to ask for money. Some of them are overbearing about it; I knew a priest once who would occasionally begin a homily with, "Now, I don't like to talk about money...” followed by the most severe haranguing for funds you could imagine. Every time the parishioners heard this line they knew they were going to get fleeced. Other pastors, perhaps put off by the excessive appeals of the televangelists, never ask for money, and consequently receive much less than they could if a clear and consistent message on the this subject were given.
To that end, it does not seem out of place that a homily ought to occasionally be given on this subject. The readings provide ample opportunity. The widow's mite, the parable of the talents, the reading from Malachi 3 above, even the Lord's promise to Abraham in Genesis 17, in which God promises great blessing in exchange for faith, all of these could serve as occasions for a solid catechesis on giving.
Since lay people have an obligation to support the Church, they ought to frequently reflect on their possessions as lent to them by the Lord, the use of which He will inquire into at the judgment. The parable of the talents from Matthew 25 should always be in their mind. On the day the Lord calls us, we do not want to be guilty of hoarding our Lord's treasure and refusing to put it to work for Him. We do not want to be like the fool in Luke 12 who laid up wealth for himself by was struck dead in the midst of his covetousness.
On another point, giving is often higher in parishes where people experience a greater spiritual nourishment; i.e., where they feel they are getting a greater 'return' for their time invested in the parish. This is not unconnected with the liturgy. Our parish liturgies used to be banal and pandering orgies of self-glorification. During those years, parish finances were dismal and the parish ledger was awash in red ink; in fact, the parish was on the chop block to be closed or clustered. But when our pastor arrived and began doing a reverent liturgy - and eventually the Traditional Mass - it drew a different sort of crowd who knew that God is important and were willing to say so with their wallets. Giving went up. Not only was the parish debt eliminated, but the parish has operated solidly in the black ever since with money to spare for tuck-pointing the historic structure, renovations to the parish center, etc. Because the pastor put God first, the people followed suit and gave generously and the parish has lacked for nothing.

Some Alternative Examples
Free-will offerings are truly free will. There are many ways to give, and in my many years as a Catholic I have run across many diverse means of giving. 
Though it was not required, when my wife and I first married we committed right away that we would give ten percent of our pre-tax income to the Church. We did this for some time, but eventually I was laid off, took a lesser paying job, kids were born, and the exigencies of life made 10% not feasible. I recall Dr. Scott Hahn mentioning once that he and his wife had made a similar commitment early in their marriage. Ten percent is not required, but it is an admirable goal, perhaps more suited to couples with no kids and lesser expenses. It is also a good point to note that this should be something couples discuss before marriage and come to consensus on.
Another friend of mine used to calculate ten percent of his income and put that money "on hold" for any charitable purpose that would arise. Say, for example, 10% of his monthly income was $250. He and his wife would simply reserve that $250 for if they saw any worthy cause or person. Perhaps a friend in need of some help, or a donation to a restoration fund, or sponsoring a child. If the month went by and they had not expended the amount, the remainder was simply given to the parish at that time. Thus, each month a certain amount was usually given to the Church and another amount distributed among different people and causes.
Some people, of course, will simply sign up for auto-withdrawal and have a certain amount deducted every month from their bank. This allows you to give with greater regularity, but I think it loses some of the spiritual merit because you don't really realize you are giving. It kind of automates something that is meant to be personal. It is a much greater act of giving to physically take a $20 bill out of your wallet and put it in the basket than to just have it electronically withdrawn from your bank account and not have to think about it. Not saying withdrawals are incompatible with a generous spirit, but I do think they are objectively an inferior form of giving.
Others set their giving levels at different rates, or, as in my case, set no rate at all. Due to the nature of my work some months I am flush with cash and other months have very little. We give what we can when we can, but we try to make it decent - for the reasons enumerated above, and also to set a good example to our children, whom we also want to grow up with generous spirits.
Another good way to support the Church is by donating to worthy Catholic publications, organizations and, er, uh, websites. This website's hosting fees and maintenance are paid for entirely by the generosity of Catholic donors. You know where I'm going. 
It should also be noted that as tithing, alms and free will donations were traditionally separate, one does not fulfill one's obligations to support the Church by giving alms and vice versa. Or in other words, if you have given to the poor you are still expected to also give to the Church, while giving to the Church alone does not satisfy the mandate for giving alms to the poor.
How Much Money Should I Give To My Church?
http://www.aggiecatholicblog.org/2014/10/how-much-money-should-i-give-to-my-church/
October 13, 2014

Q. I feel a call to give more money to the Church, but I don’t know where to start? How much do I give? To whom? Help me out here!
A. Thanks for the questions. Stewardship (care and supervision of something another owns) of our resources is something that many struggle with. Let me start with some principles that may help:

1. All of our gifts, talents, objects, relationships, etc. are gifts from God that we are given for a short time to take care of. 2. This comes with a serious responsibility.

3. We will be held accountable for our stewardship by God.

4. Tithing and stewardship are about faith not money.

5. Our perception of our needs may not match the reality of them.

6. We can be either tippers or tithers with God. Tippers believe God exists to serve us. Tithers believe we exist to serve God.

Prayer and discernment should always accompany such decisions.

These principles can help us to rightly order our giving.

First, there is no mandate by the Church that we have to give a certain percentage. Still, the Biblical model is 10% of gross income as demonstrated by the following passage (as well as others):

“Speak to the Levites and say to them: ‘When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the LORD’s offering.” -Numbers 18:26

Second, it isn’t so much about the percent of our gift as much as what is happening in the heart. Paul tells us:

“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.” -1 Cor 16:2

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” – 2 Cor 9:7

My own recommendation is that you start with a certain percent (say 5%) of whatever gross income you receive (include any money you receive in support of your expenses). Then set up a different account as a tithing account. Do nothing with this money but give it away. Give half of the % you are putting away to the church you attend and the other half to your diocese, other charities, and mission groups.

Continue to up the percent as long as you can do so until you (at least) reach the Biblical model of 10%.

Remember that faith is certainly required and that prayer should always accompany all of these acts of charity and that all these recommendations are merely guidelines. Some give away much more than 10%, some less. In fact, some give away a majority of their income, but these are the exceptions, not the rule.

God is always pleased with a good steward of his gifts. The Catechism even defines a Christian based on the principle of stewardship.

“A Christian is a steward of the Lord’s goods.” (CCC, 952)

Finally, think of the whole issue this way. God gives us everything we have and only asks for a small portion back.

Determining proper amount to give to Church
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/ByIssue/Article/TabId/735/ArtMID/13636/ArticleID/2554/Determining-proper-amount-to-give-to-Church.aspx
By Phil Lenahan, August 24, 2011
Tithing is often misunderstood by Catholics. It’s one of the most frequent issues I’m asked about, so this column addresses the most commonly asked question on tithing I receive: Does the Church provide what percentage to give? 
The short answer is that the universal Church does not specify a particular amount. It’s important to remember that the original tithe (10th) was part of Mosaic law, and as such, is now subject to the current governance of the Church. In the Summa Theologia (Question 87), St. Thomas Aquinas noted that the Church can change the amount the faithful are to give based upon circumstances. 

The pertinent instruction for the universal Church comes from Code of Canon Law, Canon 222: “The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for apostolic works and works of charity and for the decent sustenance of ministers. They are also obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources.” 

Note that while Canon 222 specifies an obligation to give, it does not provide a specific amount. While the Church has not defined a universal amount to be given, it is not uncommon for local dioceses to recommend specific percentages for giving to the diocese, local parishes, and other charities.  

Putting God first

Just because the amount you give is voluntary doesn’t mean that the concept of the tithe, or 10 percent, isn’t important. Aquinas noted that the tithe flows from natural law, with 10 being one of the perfect numbers.  

It’s important that our giving be both from the heart and substantial as a reminder that God reigns first in our lives. With the average American Catholic giving a bit more than 1 percent to charity, the tithe is an antidote to our consumer culture. 

Should giving be based on income before or after taxes? 

Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce.” This reference lends credibility that our giving be based on income before taxes. With that said, it would be possible for a government to tax its citizens at a rate that would make it virtually impossible to tithe on gross income and still meet one’s personal obligations. 

School tuition

Can Catholic school tuition be counted as part of the tithe? 

Church teaching isn’t clear on this, and there are varied opinions. My own opinion is mixed. On the one hand, it seems clear that Catholic education fits within what Canon 222 describes as “apostolic works.” That’s an argument for allowing tuition payments as part of the tithe. On the other hand, giving should be outward focused, and tuition for family members does provide a level of self-benefit. However, it also provides support for institutions of Catholic learning. 

Because the objective of Catholic education is of such importance, and the financial burden so high, I believe it is reasonable to include Catholic tuition as part of the tithe when necessity dictates. If resources are adequate to provide for Catholic education in addition to a full tithe, that would be the preferred approach.  

Finally, in the event of very limited resources, it may be that tuition costs will absorb the full tithe. In this case, I recommend that at least some portion of the tithe be reserved for divine worship and assisting with the needs of the poor. 

Tithing: Don’t pass the buck
https://www.osv.com/MyFaith/Article/TabId/586/ArtMID/13752/ArticleID/13937/Tithing-Don%E2%80%99t-pass-the-buck.aspx
By Phil Lenahan, January 22, 2014

The call to generosity is a key part of how we are called to live out our faith. Generosity comes in many forms, but primarily through the use of our time, talent and treasure. When it comes to generosity through sharing our treasure, questions on tithing frequently arise. 
The purpose of this column is to address the most commonly asked questions on tithing that I receive:

Question: Does the Church require that we give 10 percent?

Answer: The universal Church does not specify a particular amount, while some local dioceses do. The original tithe (a 10th) was part of Mosaic Law, and as such, is now subject to the current governance of the Church. In the Summa Theologica (Q. 87), Thomas Aquinas noted that the Church can change the amount the faithful are to give based upon circumstances.
The pertinent instruction for the universal Church comes from Code of Canon Law 222, which says, “The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for apostolic works and works of charity and for the decent sustenance of ministers. They are also obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources.”

While Canon 222 specifies an obligation to give, it does not provide a specific amount. While the Church has not defined a universal amount to be given, it is not uncommon for local dioceses to recommend specific percentages for giving to the diocese, local parishes, and other charities. Check with your parish regarding such guidelines.

Just because the amount you give is voluntary doesn’t mean that the concept of the tithe, or 10 percent, isn’t important. Aquinas noted that the tithe flows from natural law, with 10 being one of the perfect numbers. Ten percent continues to be an excellent guideline for the faithful.

It’s important that our giving be both from the heart and substantial as a reminder that God reigns first in our lives. With the average American Catholic giving a bit more than 1 percent to charity, the tithe is an effective antidote to our consumer culture.
Question: Should giving be based on income before (gross) or after (net) taxes?

Answer: Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce.” This reference lends credibility that our giving be based on gross income, or income before taxes. Thomas Aquinas concluded as much in the Summa. With that said, it would be possible for a government to tax its citizens at a rate that would make it virtually impossible to tithe on gross income and still meet one’s personal obligations.
Question: Can I use part of my tithe to pay for Catholic school tuition?

Answer: Church teaching isn’t clear on this and there are varied opinions. My own opinion is mixed. On the one hand, it seems clear that Catholic education fits within what Code of Canon Law 222 describes as “apostolic works.” That’s an argument for allowing tuition payments as part of the tithe. On the other hand, giving should be outward focused, and tuition for family members does provide a level of self-benefit. However, it also provides support for institutions of Catholic learning.

Because the objective of Catholic education is of such importance, and the financial burden so high, I believe it is reasonable to include Catholic tuition as part of the tithe when necessity dictates. If resources are adequate to provide for Catholic education in addition to a full tithe, that would be the preferred approach. Finally, in the event of very limited resources, it may be that tuition costs will absorb the full tithe. In this case, I recommend that at least some portion of the tithe be reserved for divine worship and assisting with the needs of the poor. God love you.

A Lenten question on tithing
https://catholicexchange.com/lenten-question-tithing 

By Sean Fitzpatrick, March 20, 2014

Lent is often called the “tithe of the year,” being approximately one tenth of the year which Catholics give to God. During these forty days, believers are challenged to renew their spiritual devotions and duties—and one of those devotional duties is supporting the Church. The question of tithing in this respect is especially challenging, and not simply because tithing is challenging. As far as many Catholics are concerned, the jury is still somewhat out on tithing—which, for some, is something of an unspoken convenience given the state of the American economy and the state of the average Catholic-family budget. So, why address the elephant in the church?
Some Catholics profess—and some dioceses, too—that tithing is a strict duty. Others hold that tithing was a juridical precept of Old Testament Law and no longer applies to the New Law of charity. The middle ground is comprised of a confused, conscientious multitude, which abides by their conscience despite their confusion in supporting the Church, but without a solid understanding of how solid their position is.

Shall these tear a page from Pilate’s playbook asking, “What is truth?” before washing their hands of tithing?

What Says the Church?
Catholics are obliged, according to ability, to offer material support for the Church (cf. Code of Canon Law, 222); but a fixed percentage is not dictated. The Catechism of the Catholic Church mentions the “obligation to tithe” only once (cf. CCC, 2449) as a paradigm of the Old Law. Therefore, tithing is no longer binding. Like so many Old Law dictums, however, Catholics should honor sacred tradition as a point of reference in pursuing the incarnation of charity in their lives.

In this respect, though tithing can be dismissed as something Christ fundamentally altered in His “You have heard it said of old… but I say” teachings, this does not eliminate the attitude of tithing from the fulfilled context of the Law. Tithing becomes a standard to aim for; a guideline that Catholics should examine regarding the duty to make just return unto God. Mammonism often undermines this goal with mental placebos and excuses. Just as NFP cannot serve as Catholic birth control, neither can financial anxiety (largely inspired by modern standards of materialism) serve as a reason for Catholics not to give to the Church according to their means.

Letter vs. Spirit
Christ changed the face of religion; but the way He laid out for His followers is actually greater than any Old Law tithing decree. Christians are called to go further—to give of their time, talent, and treasure. This directive should be undertaken with the precedent of the time-honored tithe in mind—though the idea of the tithe can be hazardous. The principle of giving to the Church should proceed from the heart and not from a legalistic sense of obligation. The bylaw of 10% becomes a benchmark. Good standing with God and His Church does not depend upon equations. Marketplace-mentality is destructive when it comes to the spiritual life because Christ demands far more than just a well-balanced checkbook.
Whose is this image and inscription? They say to him, Caesar’s. And Jesus answering, said to them: Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s. (Mark 12:16-17)

The Pharisees marveled at Our Lord’s response because His words displayed an unexpected knowledge of Scripture, alluding to man being made in God’s Image. He thereby provided an unexpected response to their snare. As the coin bears the image of Caesar, so to Caesar should it go; as man bears the Image of God, so to God should he go. The act of rendering oneself to God, however, does not exclude the rendering of material possessions. The tradition of tithing should enlighten this new attitude of love through prudence, but not jurisprudence. “Let every one of you put apart with himself, laying up what it shall well please him” (1 Corinthians 16:2) (cf. CCC, 1351).

This attitude of giving, though informed by the attitude of tithing, is according to the spirit of the law rather than the letter of the law. Any mindset that quantifies divine grace is misleading because salvation is not a transaction. It is a gift. The story of Christ driving out the merchants and moneychangers from the temple (cf. John 2:13-16) is not so much about wrath as it is about love. Forgiveness is not contingent upon how many doves are sacrificed. A man is no closer to paradise if he pays to have an ox offered instead of a ram. Divine favor does not hinge upon passing the plate. If the businessmen in the Gospel were advertising redemption for a price, as if spiritual communion was a matter of legalism, no wonder they were set upon with whip and warning.

Tithing can easily fall into this chimeric category of perfunctory pseudo-spirituality. 10% is not a failsafe figure or guaranteed investment. Being Catholic is simply not that simple. Fulfilling the duty to give to the Church requires self-examination, self-knowledge, ingenuity, generosity, and, above all, sacrifice—but not to the point of destitution. The best gifts are those given with some tears and with sound judgment (cf. CCC, 2046).

Liberty and Justice for All
For many, a strict tithing of gross income (or net income) could compromise, or even prevent, the basic essentials for living. Given that casual decisions against tithing are injudicious, the challenge is determining whether anything like 10% of one’s income may be labeled surplus. This is an important distinction because of what the Church has ever taught concerning almsgiving: all excess resources are to be given to the poor (cf. CCC, 2446; 2447). Almsgiving is not only an act of charity and mercy, but also of justice—and that, tithing aside, is a high standard indeed. Therefore, the practice of tithing would seem to be over and above those surpluses that belong to the poor. Such solidarity with the poor is an important aspect of Christian duty (cf. Bl. John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 40), and may be the Christian duty concerning the obligation to support the Church—support given through her members. Whether by strict tithing or by strict dedication to Christian communion, Catholics have options.

The ambition of tithing is further complicated by the fact that what Americans perceive as income is not entirely theirs to spend—whereas the tithe was historically a tenth of undisputed income. Nowadays, before any income is in-pocket, Federal and State tax, Social Security, Medicare, and mandatory insurance withholdings take their toll—which deductions can easily render gross tithing fiscally unfeasible or even unethical for many families. For Catholics who feel compelled to observe the ancient 10%, it may be necessary to tithe from some determined sum that is both financially practical and compatible with a concept of “income” that predates the modern post-industrial tax-state. Christ, however, has provided a yoke that is easy and a burden that is sweet, giving His friends the liberty to find their role in His economy.

Bottom Line
For those without particularly deep pockets, these are certainly deep waters. But Lent is for tough questions and tough decisions. The basic and blunt principle regarding the considerations surrounding the question of tithing—or simply giving to the Church—is that it should hurt. The sense of sacrifice must be present and real. For, to be true members of that Mystical Body that suffered and gave for us, we too must truly suffer and truly give. By some mystery and mercy of grace, however, it is the general consensus that when people begin to give to the Church beyond their comfort zone, they begin to prosper. Perhaps it is not so mysterious, after all. When the faithful follow Our Lord into the desert and reject temptation, angels minister to them as well.

How Much Should I Give?
http://stmarktampa.org/how-much-should-i-give 
The average American gives away 2% of his income to charity and the church of his choice.  According to scripture, this number is way off: people of faith should be giving away 10% of their income, a practice known as tithing.
The concept of the tithe comes from a word that means “a tenth,” and first appears in the Bible in the book of Genesis when Abram gave “a tenth of everything” to the High Priest Melchizedek. (Genesis 14:18-20) 

The book of Leviticus says that “All tithes of the land, whether in grain from the fields or in fruit from the trees, belong to the Lord, as sacred to him…The tithes of the herd and the flock shall be determined by ceding to the Lord as sacred every tenth animal as they are counted by the herdsman’s rod.” (Leviticus 27:30-32)

People who argue that the Old Testament is outdated and need not be adhered to in this regard may be right, but think again: in the New Testament, Jesus calls for even more lavish giving:

• “When [Jesus] looked up he saw some wealthy people putting their offerings into the treasury and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins. 
He said, “I tell you truly, this poor widow put in more than all the rest; for those others have all made offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.” (Luke 21:1-4)

• “Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap.” (Luke 6:38)

Can you imagine someone at Mass, during the offertory, grabbing the basket from the usher and stuffing it full of money, packing it together, shaking it down, until the basket could hold no more?  Probably not, but to throwing a buck in there is not the answer. “That’s basically an afterthought,” says Catholic author Phil Lenahan. “We don’t want God to be an afterthought.”

But God doesn’t need our money. Why should we part with our hard-earned cash?  First of all, from a purely practical standpoint, the Church needs a certain amount of money to stay in operation. 

The second reason is more important. Giving alms to the Church and to the poor is a spiritual practice that helps us to grow in holiness.  The money we offer is a symbol of ourselves and a sign of our detachment from material goods.  God doesn’t need our money, but we need to give it away in order to avoid being mastered by it:

Whatever you possess must not possess you; whatever you own must be under the power of your soul; for if your soul is overpowered by the love of this world’s goods, it will be totally at the mercy of its possessions. (Pope St. Gregory the Great)

In this regard, whatever we give away will be transformed and returned to us a hundredfold, so we definitely don’t want to be stingy:

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. (Matthew 6:19-21)

The usual way of dividing up the tithe is 5% to the parish, 2.5% to the poor, and 2.5% to other worthy causes (pro-life, Church missions, religious communities, and so on.)   Should you tithe from your net (after-tax) income, or from your gross (before tax) income?  That depends. Do you want God to bless your net or your gross?  The level of giving is up to you, but above all, trust God and be generous, 

“…for the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you.” (Luke 6:38)

“This is the meaning of true love: to give until it hurts.” (Bl. Mother Teresa of Calcutta)
Other scripture verses:
The Bible contains over 2,000 verses and references to matters of finance and stewardship. Here are a few of them:

• “At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithes of your produce for that year and deposit them in community stores, that the Levite who has no share in the heritage with you, and also the alien, the orphan and the widow who belong to your community, may come and eat their fill; so that the Lord, your God, may bless you in all that you undertake.” (Deuteronomy 14:28-29)

• “Mine is the silver and mine the gold, says the Lord of Hosts.” (Haggai 2:8)

• “The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness; the world and those who dwell in it.” (Psalm 24:1-2)

Recommended book:
Seven Steps to Becoming Financially Free: A Catholic Guide to Managing Your Money by Phil Lenahan

Tithing and Giving

http://jimmyakin.com/2006/02/tithing_giving_.html 
By Jimmy Akin

A reader writes: I have another question about tithing in the Catholic Church?  Is there any teaching of the Church or in Canon Law, that recommends how much Catholics are to give financially out of their income, to support the Church?  Take for example, if one makes 45,000/year, what would be a reasonable amount to give in terms of every Sunday at collection?
Okay, first let me clear away a potential linguistic issue.

Tithing is a word that many people abuse, using it to refer to regular giving to the Church in any amount. That’s not what tithing is. Tithing is giving ten percent of something. That’s what the word "tithe" means–a tenth. So if a person isn’t giving ten percent of something then he’s not tithing. He’s giving, but he’s not tithing.

Now, tithing was required under the Old Law, and the Old Testament laws regarding tithing were rather complex (and somewhat unclear, at least from our latter-day perspective).

We, however, are not under the Old Law, and Christ chose not to repeat the law of tithing as part of the New Law. Instead, we are simply encouraged to give according to our means.

How much we are to give is not something that canon law presently specifies. It’s very general on this question, saying:

Can. 1262 The faithful are to give support to the Church by responding to appeals and
according to the norms issued by the conference of bishops.

The U.S. conference of bishops also didn’t get any more specific on this. This relevant complementary norm says:

The National Conference of Catholic Bishops authorizes diocesan bishops
to establish norms for Church support by the faithful for their own
dioceses [Source].

And my impression is that most bishops leave it pretty general, too, though I have heard suggested guidelines like giving one or two percent of your annual income for most parishioners, perhaps in the form of one percent ot the Church and one percent to other charities.

That level is calibrated to be within the reach of almost everyone. Many people will be able to give much more than that.

It’s really hard to give a one-size-fits-all rule here, because the economic conditions of different people vary widely. A family with several children and medical bills is likely not as able to give the same percent of their income as a single person with no children, good health, and a good-paying job.

What God is ultimately concerned about is whether we are cultivating the virtue of generosity with our giving, and generosity involves some degree of going out of our way to do something to help others. This suggests that, whatever level is appropriate for us to give, it should be a level where we feel its financial impact in some way. We shouldn’t give so much that we harm ourselves or those to whom we have obligations (e.g., by giving so much that we fail to provide a decent education for our children and a decent retirement for ourselves if we have the ability to afford these things), but it should be enough that we in some way feel the financial impact.

Another piece of advice here is to start small and ratchet up the amount you give. You might want to start with a one percent figure and then adjust it upward over time until you find a good level that fits your overall finances.

You may also wish to talk to your diocese’s stewardship office (every diocese has one, and there’s likely a stewardship page on your diocesan web site) to see if your bishop has further guidelines.

So: Wish I could give you a specific number, but I hope this helps!

Philosophy and Principles of Tithing according to the Rule of St. Michael
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/rule/excerpts/principles_tithing.html
From the Constitution (based on the brochure: “Where Your Treasure Is ...” by Rev. Fr. Joseph Champlin, (Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1983):
294. Principles and Philosophy of Tithing: Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II said: “We cannot stand idly by, enjoying our own riches and freedom if, in any place the Lazarus of the twentieth century [or any century] stands at our doors.”
1 Timothy 6:17-19 states:

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
Malachi 3:6-10 warns:

I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendant of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,' says the Lord Almighty.
But you ask, 'How are we to return?'

Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.

But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'

In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse–the whole nation of you–because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,' says the Lord Almighty, 'and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.
296. Four Principles of Tithing:
a) Give back to the Lord in gratitude a portion of everything God has given, whether through paychecks, dividends, unexpected windfalls, Social Security payments, allowances or gifts.

b) See the tithe as a sacrifice, a donation that seems almost more than affordable, an offering that “makes holy” (the literal meaning of the word “sacrifice”) all the efforts and earnings of the past month.

c) Use whatever means the Local Community may use to identify your tithe as a donation from you, thus both manifesting to others your commitment to regular support of the Community and actively participating in the collection as part of the Community's Conventual Mass worship.

d) Consider the biblical norm of tithing in determining the amount of your sacrificial gift. The biblical norm was ten (10) percent of one's income. The specific amounts or percentages recommended for members shall be discussed in the General Directory.

297. The Biblical Basis of Tithing: Tithing is rooted in the Hebrew Scriptures, or Old Testament, reinforced by the New Testament teaching on generosity and exemplified in the lives of the early Christians.

298. The following passages from each of those sources illustrate this Scriptural challenge of tithing and generous giving:

Old Testament: “Glorify the Lord generously, and do not stint the first fruits of your hands. With every gift show a cheerful face, and dedicate your tithe with gladness.” - Sirach 35:8-9 (RSVCE)

New Testament: “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'” - Acts 20:35

Early Christians: “All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.” - Acts 2:44-45

299. Additional passages on the biblical basis of tithing are: Dt 12:17-18; 14:22-29; 15:7-11; 26:1-15; Nm 18:21-32; Nehemiah 10:36-40; 13:4-5, 10-14; Sir 35:1-10; Mt 25:44-46; Lk 6:24-25; 9:25; 16:13; 16:19-31; 18:25; Acts 2:42-45; 4:32-35; 2 Cor 8:2; 9:7; Jas 2:15-17.

300. Holy Scripture also promises that God will care for the needs of those who tithe and generously return a share of what the Lord has given them.

301. These verses exemplify this biblical summons to trust and the promise of our Creator's providential support:

Old Testament: “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging food.” - Ps 37:25

New Testament: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” - Mt 6:33-24

302. Additional Scriptures on this call to trust are: Mal 3:10; Mt 6:19-34; Lk 12:22-32; 1 Tm 6:17-19.

303. Additional Principles of Tithing:
a) The word "tithe" originally meant ten percent (10%). The "tithe," however, is only a barometer or guideline to help determine one's sacrificial giving. Some can and should offer more than a 10% tithe; others may have circumstances that warrant them paying less than a 10% tithe.

b) If a tithe (10%) is legitimately too much for one's current budget, a member may begin with a lower percentage that will be both sacrificial and yet possible. Then the member may gradually raise the level of giving until the full tithe is reached. In this way brothers and sisters and families are making a decision for the Lord first and only afterward considering their own needs and wants.

c) Families should involve their children in tithing by teaching them through word and by example the priority of returning to God a portion of the blessing He has given us. Children may do this through tithing their allowances or income from part-time jobs.

d) Those faithful Christians who do tithe (give sacrificially) report how remarkably their material needs have been met. Moreover, they will cite these blessings as even greater, spiritual rewards:

1. A sense of serenity and satisfaction that comes from generosity;

2. An awareness that God comes first, even in decisions about money;

3. A recognition that one has eliminated the practice of making contributions that are mere leftovers or contributions of habit;

4. A deep sense of satisfaction in the progress made by the Order due to the amount of tithing by its members;

5. An ability to distinguish between wants and needs;

6. A deeper consciousness of society's materialism and consumerism;

7. A keener appreciation of the world's poor and how we should and can alleviate their pain and poverty;

8. A quiet confidence in the Lord's protective care.

Should Catholics pay Tithes?
http://marshallan.org/%EF%BB%BF%EF%BB%BF-should-catholics-pay-tithes-by-most-rev-joseph-osei-bonsu/
By Most Rev. Joseph Osei-Bonsu, Catholic Bishop of Konongo-Mampong, October 19, 2016

Catholics in Ghana, and perhaps other parts of the world, are divided on the issue of paying tithes. One school of thought holds that paying of tithes should be practiced and encouraged in our Catholic Churches. Another school of thought opines that paying of tithes is not Christian and consequently, we should lay emphasis on thanksgiving and not tithe-paying.
In this article, I will share my humble opinion. It is my hope that this article will ignite a dispassionate and mature discussion among priests and the lay faithful alike on the issue of paying tithes in our parishes so that the oneness of the Catholic Church is kept intact in this part of the Catholic world.

Tithe, according to the Harper’s Bible Dictionary is “a tenth of one’s yearly income set aside for sacral purposes.” Common biblical texts often quoted by proponents of tithe-paying are: Gen. 14:16-20, Lev. 27:30-34, Nb. 18:21-24, Mal. 3: 8-10, Mt. 23:23, Lk. 11:42 and Heb. 7. Clearly, the practice of paying tithes has its basis in the Bible. But the fact is that there is no text in the New Testament, which commands Christians to pay tithes. With reference to the texts in Matthew and Luke above, note that Jesus was addressing people who were living under the Law of Moses – the scribes and Pharisees. With reference to the text in the Letter to the Hebrews, note that the focus is not the justification of tithe-paying, but the affirmation of Christ’s priesthood as being higher than the Levitical priesthood.

When Abraham gave 10% of what he had to Melchizedek, he did so not because a law had asked him to do so (the law of paying tithes came four hundred and thirty years later). Abraham gave the 10% out of his own generosity and volition. Again, as far as the Old Testament is concerned, the 10% Abraham gave was a one-time event in his life. 
The Law of paying tithes is Mosaic, i.e. it was given through Moses to the nation of Israel. The Law of paying tithes is among many other Laws given to the people of Israel and attributed to Moses. It is true that Christ did not come to abolish the Law of Moses. But the fact is Christians do not live under the Law of Moses; Christians live under the authority of Christ. Yes “the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).
On one occasion, the disciples of Jesus made reference to a practice attributed to Moses — writ of dismissal in cases of divorce (cf. Mt. 19:1-9). In response Jesus said, “It was because you were so hard-hearted, that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but it was not like this from the beginning” (Mt. 19:8). It is therefore paramount and important that we should also go back to what pertained in the beginning to understand better what God expects of us when making a religious offering or giving something to God.

The first act of giving/offering to the Lord in the Bible can be found in Gen.4: 1-6 – the Story of Cain and Abel. Whereas “Cain brought some of the produce of the soil as an offering for Yahweh”, Abel on his part “brought the first-born of his flock and some of their fat as well.”  Take note, neither Cain nor Abel was obliged by law to give 10% of their produce. They each decided on what to give to the Lord. Cain gave “some of the produce of the soil” and Abel gave “the first-born of his flock”. By giving the “first-born of his flock”, Abel exhibited an exceptional generosity and made a pleasing offering in relation to God. It was this generosity of Abel that made God to look with favour on him and his offering.

St. Paul throws much light on the theme of giving generously to God in his second letter to the Church in Corinth (Read 2Cor. 8 &9). In one instance, Paul says, “But remember: anyone who sows sparsely will reap sparsely as well – and anyone who sows generously will reap generously as well. Each one should give as much as he has decided on his own initiative, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2Cor. 9:6-7). Paul emphasised that the decision on what a Christian should give lies with the giver and the Christian giver should give generously. A very good model of Christian giving is the poverty-stricken widow who put her two small coins into the treasury –she put in all she had to live on (cf. Lk. 21:1-4).
With reference to giving, one Robert Rodenmayer has this to say: “There are three attitudes toward giving: grudge giving, duty giving and thanksgiving. Grudge giving says, ‘I hate to’; duty giving says, ‘I ought to’; thanksgiving says, ‘I want to.”
Christian giving is one of thanksgiving. A Christian gives because he wants to and not because a law says he should give. I share the opinion of Errol Fernandes in his article Tithing (cf. Good News  Magazine No. 202), where he says “Under the New Covenant, a tithe is a free but committed and regular giving of an amount decided in prayer.” It is praiseworthy, if from your heart and out of your own volition you have decided to give 10%, 15%, 20% or 50% of your monthly earnings to the Church. But then no one should ever feel cursed if he/she is unable to give 10% of his/her earnings to the Church. God is not going to withdraw His favour from you because you did not give 10% of your earnings to the Church.

It is not the paying of tithe which brings a person God’s favour. We cannot buy God’s favour. Rather, it is the generosity of a person’s heart in relation to God which makes one to experience the favour of God. Confer the story of the tithe-paying Pharisee and the sinner who went to the Synagogue to pray (Lk. 18:9-14). It was the sinner, generous at heart in prayer, who found the favour of God and not the tithe-paying Pharisee.

It is true that the Church needs a lot of money for her work of evangelization. Yes, more than ever, all of us need to give generously to the Church. Our giving, however, must be thanksgiving and not duty giving.  Let those who are called by the Lord to give 10% of their earnings to the Church do so generously and let those who are called by the Lord to give an unspecified amount at any given time to the Church do so generously. Presently, in the Catholic Church, as in the early Christian community, there is no law obliging Catholics to give 10% of their earnings to the Church.

The Teaching of the Catholic Church on Tithes
http://marshallan.org/the-teaching-of-the-catholic-church-on-tithes/
By Most Rev. Joseph Osei-Bonsu, Catholic Bishop of Konongo-Mampong, August 1, 2017

A tithe is a tenth of one’s income and tithing is the practice of contributing this amount to the support of religious institutions or of the needy.

The practice had precedents among the ancient Near Eastern cultures and had a secular version as a tax for the support of the king (Gen. 14:20; 1 Maccabees 11:35). Even this royal tax may have had a sacred dimension insofar as the king was responsible for the religious institutions.

The first reference to the tithe in the Old Testament appears in Gen. 14:17-20, where Abram (Abraham) gives a tithe of the spoils of his recent battle to Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of God Most High. This passage is very difficult to date but would appear to be pre-exilic. It is known by the author of Psalm 110. The next reference to the tithe in the Old Testament is Gen 28:18-22, where Jacob, while making the shrine at Bethel, promises a tithe to God.

Tithes are also mentioned in the oracles of the prophet Malachi, who protested that the people were robbing the Lord by not bringing their full tithes into the temple storehouse in Jerusalem (Mal. 3:6-11). He insisted that if the people would bring in their full tithes, God would pour down upon them “an overflowing blessing” and bless their fields with protection from ravaging insects. With regard to tithing in the Old Testament, there are three main questions to consider.

First, what were the Jews required to tithe? The Torah legislated that “the seed of the land” (crops), “the fruit of the trees” and “herds and flocks” (Lev. 27:30-32) were to be tithed.

The manner of tithing livestock was as follows: the owner counted the animals as they passed out to pasture, and every tenth one was given to God.

In this way, there was no possibility of selecting inferior animals for the tithing of the flocks and herds (Lev 27:32f.). However, the owner was not to exchange it for another. But if he exchanged it for another animal, both it and the animal for which he exchanged it became part of the tithe.

If a Jew preferred to dedicate the tenth of his cereal and fruit yields in the form of their monetary value, he was free to do so, but a fifth of that sum had to be added to it. He was not allowed to redeem the tenth of his flocks and herds in this way (Lev 27:31, 33).

Second, to whom were the tithes paid? They were to be given to the Levites (Numbers 18:21ff.). The Levites, because of the nature of their status and functions in the community, had no means of income, livelihood or inheritance to ensure their support; therefore, and in return “for their service which they serve, the service in the tent of meeting”, they were to receive “the tithe of the people of Israel” (Numbers 18:21, 24). This passage in Num. 18 mentions only the tithing of cereal and fruit crops (v. 27). The Levites, however, were not allowed to keep the whole of the tenth.

They were directed to present an offering which was to be taken out of the tenth, which represented “a tithe of the tithe” (Numbers 18:26). This “tithe of the tithe” was to be “from all the best of them” (v. 29) and was to be given to the priests (v. 28; Nehemiah 10:39).

In Nehemiah 10:32-39 it is said that the Levites went into all the rural towns of Judah to collect the tithes from the people. They then brought the tithes to the temple storehouse in Jerusalem.

In this passage as well as in Nehemiah 12:44-45 it is clear that all tithes go for the support of the priests and Levites. But in Hebrews 7:5 it is said to be the sons of Levi “who receive the priestly office” who are to be the recipients of the tithes. This departure from the Law may have been due to the Levites’ unwillingness to fulfil their duties in Jerusalem after the return under Ezra (Ezra 8:15ff.).

Thirdly, where were the Jews to offer their tithes? They were to bring them to “the place which the Lord your God will choose out of all your tribes, to put his name there” (Deuteronomy 12:5f., 17f.), i.e. Jerusalem. And the offering of the tithes was to take the form of a ritual meal, in which the Levite was to share (Deuteronomy 12:7, 12). If Jerusalem was a long way off from a man’s village, the transporting of the tithe of his crops might create a problem, but he could always take his tithe in the form of money (Deuteronomy 14:22-27). Every third year the tithe was to be offered in each man’s own locality (Deut. 14:28f.), although on these occasions he was still required to go up to Jerusalem to worship after the offering of his tithes in his home community (Deuteronomy 26:12ff.).

Tithes in the New Testament
Tithes receive very little mention in the New Testament. In Mt 23:23 (= Lk 11:42) Jesus rebukes the Pharisees for their meticulous tithing on the one hand, while on the other hand they neglected “the weightier matters of the law”, namely justice, mercy, and the love of God.

In the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Lk 18:9-14) the Pharisee thanks God for his own moral virtue in comparison to the tax collector’s sinfulness. Part of that moral virtue is that the Pharisee gives tithes of all that he gets (Lk 11:12).

The only other reference to tithes in the New Testament is in Hebrews 7:4-10, and here the reference is to tithes in Old Testament times. The author notes that Abraham gave a tithe of the spoils of battle to Melchizedek and that the Levites were authorized by the Law to take tithes from the people. These references are a part of the author’s larger purpose of comparing Jesus to Melchizedek. The tithes paid by Abraham, the ancestor of Israel and, therefore, of the Aaronic priesthood, to Melchizedek (Gen 14:20), and his receiving the blessing of this priest-king (Gen14:19), signify in Heb. 7:1ff. that Melchizedek’s priesthood was infinitely superior to the Aaronic or levitical priesthood.

Why Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek is not explained in Gen 14:18-20.There is no law prescribing tithing in the New Testament, but Paul argues that, just as those in Temple service receive food from the Temple, in the same way according to a command of the Lord “those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor 9:14).

Tithes in the Early Church
Two different lines of interpretation of the Old Testament commandments on tithing may be discerned in the writings of the Church Fathers.

Many of the earlier fathers and especially the early monastic writers regarded the Old Testament commandments on tithing as superseded by the teachings of Jesus. The Jews were to give a tenth, but Jesus told the rich young ruler to sell all that he had to give to the poor (Mt 19:21 = Mk 10:21 = Lk 18:22).

Irenaeus writes that the Jews “had indeed the tithes of their goods consecrated to Him, but those who have received liberty set aside all their possessions for the Lord’s purposes, bestowing joyfully and freely” (Adversus Haereses, 4:18).

Nonetheless, Christians did not give all that they had; most did not even give a tithe.

The sermons of such Church Fathers as Cyprian and Chrysostom occasionally rebuke Christians by implying that those who do not tithe are inferior to the Jews. Chrysostom writes, “Someone told me with great amazement that so-and-so gives a tithe. How shameful it is that what was taken for granted among the Jews has now become an amazing thing among Christians. And if non-payment of the tithe puts a man in jeopardy with God then, consider how many are in such danger today” (Homilies on the Epistle to the Ephesians, chap. 2).

A second line of patristic interpretation, more characteristic of the post-Nicene period, sees the Old Testament tithes as an acceptable, though minimal, standard of giving for Christians. Augustine was the chief spokesperson for this viewpoint.

The Catholic Church and Tithes Today
It is clear from the foregoing that tithes were introduced originally to take care of the needs of the Levites/priests in the Old Testament.

Should Christians pay tithes to take care of their priests? It is worth noting that Christ did not speak of the need for his followers to pay tithes. Indeed, there is no passage in the New Testament that speaks of the necessity for Christians to pay tithes.

There is also no evidence that the apostles or the early church in general insisted on the payment of tithes. The Catholic Church today does not have a law requiring her members to pay tithes.

However, if a Catholic wants to pay tithes, he or she can do so. On the other hand, those who do not want to pay tithes should not be seen as doing something wrong or unbiblical.

In the 1983 Code of Canon Law the principle is laid down that the faithful are obliged to assist the Church by providing what is necessary for divine worship, apostolic and charitable works, and the decent sustenance of its ministers (Can. 222).

In addition to financial support, the faithful may offer their time and their talents. While the Church has the right to require this support (Can. 1260), it more fitting that such offerings be made freely, as in regular Sunday collections or in response to authorized appeals for special purposes.

Withholding tithes from the Church is heretical
http://www.catholicstand.com/withholding-tithes-church-heretical/
By Loye Young (former Southern Baptist and Episcopalian), January 1, 2015

In America, we are conditioned to vote with our dollars. The classical economic concept of Adam Smith‘s “invisible hand” is deeply engrained in American society, with the concomitant “consumer sovereignty” mentality. However, redirecting our tithes and offerings away from the local parish or diocese is theft, and even heretical, according to Catholic doctrine.
Michael Voris has recently called for traditional Catholics to stop giving to Catholic parishes and dioceses that no longer adhere to the Catholic faith. Shane Schaetzel calls the effort “The Great Catholic Boycott.”

I have great respect for Mr. Voris and his ChurchMilitant.tv work. Mr. Voris is a tireless, uncompromising advocate for the fullness of the Catholic faith and is an enemy of modernism and heresy. Although his tone and language are often harsh and strident, and he is occasionally wrong, he has been, to use Pope Francis’ words, “shaking things up” for a long time, and in a much-needed way.

However, Mr. Voris’ call to withhold tithes is gravely erroneous. A boycott of Catholic parishes and dioceses evinces confusion about the purposes of giving and Catholic doctrine surrounding the tithes and first fruit offerings. As I have said before, “The primary purpose of giving is to save the giver’s soul.” Further, tithing is based on the Catholic doctrine of first fruits sacrifices as a part of worship. Seen in their proper light, the canonical obligations of the faithful to support the clergy and assist the poor are incidental to God’s call to conversion and command to worship.

Heretics and schismatics have from time to time withheld tithes and offerings in protest against the Church. As an early example, the 13th century Albigensians taught that the tithe (giving 10% of income to the Church) was not necessary, and that first fruits and oblations could be given outside the Church. For those Albigensians returning to the Catholic Church, Pope Innocent III required a “Profession of Faith” that, among other things, affirmed that the tithe must be paid to the clergy. See [Pope Innocent III, Letter entitled Fitts exempio, to Archbishop of Terraco, dated Dec. 18, 1208, at 427]. (“We believe that tithes and first fruits and oblations should be paid to the clergy according to the Lord’s command.”) The Albigensian view was condemned at the Third Lateran Council in 1179. [Blunt, John Henry, Dictionary of Sects, Heresies, Ecclesiastical Parties, and Schools of Religious Thought at 16 (1874)]. (The relevant portion of the Council dealing with the Albigenses/Cathars has been lost to antiquity. See [Third Lateran Council – 1179 A.D., Introduction].

The Council of Constance infallibly repudiated tithe and offering boycotts, even when the boycott is well-intentioned. In response to John Wycliffe, the Council specifically forbade “each and every Catholic henceforth, under pain of anathema, to preach, teach, or hold . . . [that] people may withhold tithes, offerings and other private alms from unworthy disciples of Christ.” [Council of Constance, Session 15 (July 6, 1415), error 41]. See also, [Ibid. Session 8 (May 4, 1415), error 18] (condemning that “tithes are purely alms, and parishioners can withhold them at will on account of their prelates’ sins.”) Further, the Council condemned redirecting the tithe away from the secular clergy towards other ministries. [Ibid, error 38]. The Council’s decisions were affirmed and promulgated in Martin V’s bull Inter cunctas on February 22, 1418.

The Council of Trent was more blunt:

Those are not to be borne who, by various artifices, endeavour to withhold the tithes accruing to the churches; nor those who rashly take possession of, and apply to their own use, the tithes which have to be paid by others; whereas the payment of tithes is due to God; and they who refuse to pay them, or hinder those who give them, usurp the property of another. Wherefore, the holy Synod enjoins on all, of whatsoever rank and condition they be, to whom it belongs to pay tithes, that they henceforth pay in full the tithes, to which they are bound in law, to the cathedral church, or to whatsoever other churches, or persons, they are lawfully due. And they who either withhold them, or hinder them (from being paid), shall be excommunicated; nor be absolved from this crime, until after full restitution has been made. It further exhorts all and each, that, of their Christian charity, and the duty which they owe to their own pastors, they grudge not, out of the good things that are given them by God, to assist bountifully those bishops and parish priests who preside over the poorer churches; to the praise of God, and to maintain the dignity of their own pastors who watch for them. [Council of Trent, Session XXV, Decree on Reformation, Chapter XII (Dec. 4, 1613)]

Were American bishops and priests doing a better job of teaching about stewardship in the first place, I suspect the “Great Catholic Boycott” would get much less traction. On the other hand, the effect of the boycott will be blunted, simply because Catholics are stingy givers in the first place. [See, e.g., Resources for American Christianity, Church Giving Tied To Gratitude And A Sense Of Mission (2009); Julia Duin, Giving in Different Denominations (2001); Generous Giving, Giving among Church Denominations(1993).]

Mr. Voris’ call to withhold giving to dioceses and parishes with errant bishops and priests, while understandable, should not be followed by Catholic faithful. However, his unceasing and tireless fraternal correction of errant prelates and preaching of the truth of the Catholic faith should be encouraged.

Readers have left 57 comments
Stop Begging for Money and Teach Stewardship

http://www.catholicstand.com/stop-begging-money-teach-stewardship/ 

By Loye Young (former Southern Baptist and Episcopalian), October 1, 2014

Home for me is a 16 foot travel trailer at a camping “resort” in San Antonio, Texas. One afternoon last week, I was sitting in my lawn chair under the awning, which serves as my living room, when I saw my friend Adam walk by. He was carrying a plastic bag of Hot Pockets and Cokes he’d bought at the drugstore down the street.

Adam (that’s his real name) is in his early twenties, thin as a rail, and lives alone in a one room cabin down the hill from me. The cabin has no running water, so he uses the camp facilities for the restroom and to shower.

He works for minimum wage on an asphalt crew in the 100 degree Texas summer heat. His thick brown hair is sunbleached to a burnt orange color, because he never wears a hat. I see him most every day as he goes to and from his job. He doesn’t have a car, so a company pickup comes to get him and bring him home. He rides in the back of the truck. He always smiles. I’ve never seen him unhappy.

Anyway, as he was walking by, I said hello and so he stopped to chat. We exchanged some small talk about hot the day was. Gesturing to the computer on my lap, he asked what I was working on. I told him I was writing an article about giving to God and what that means for our salvation. He looked at me like he remembered something, but forgot how he knew. What he said next, in his slow Texas accent, was as lucid, theologically accurate summary of Christian giving as I have ever heard. “You mean tithin’, right?” Adam paused and squinted his eyes. “God owns everything, so when he gives me something, I give him back 10%. If I do, he promises me a blessin’.” Then he shook his head, grinned broadly, and said, “But I don’t give for the blessin’. I give because he wants me to. It’s all his anyway.”

I was reminded of the words of our Lord: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants.” [Luke 10:21]. The article I was writing is 9,000 words long, but Adam had summarized it in 45 words!

I told him that if everyone understood what he just said, I wouldn’t have to write the article. He laughed and said, “Not everybody gets it.”

Fundraising is not working
American Catholics apparently do not get it, because they are not giving. Every study of denominational giving in America over the last few decades shows that American Catholics give to charity (including the Church) about half of what members of other denominations do. (See, e.g., Resources for American Christianity, Church Giving Tied To Gratitude And A Sense Of Mission (2009); Julia Duin, Giving in Different Denominations (2001); Generous Giving, Giving among Church Denominations (1993).)

The Catholic Church in America has lapsed into a fundraising mentality. Labor intensive festivals, raffles, lotteries, and chicken dinners are ubiquitous. When those aren’t enough, queued up are the frothy, emotional fundraising pleas from the pulpit. All of it is backfiring. Instead of inspiring the laity to good works, the calls for more money breed disinterest, resignation, and sometimes even incipient anger.

Preaching about the needs of the Church and the poor does not inspire the laity to give more, because the laity is already convinced. Sincere Christians want to give to support the Church and to help the needy. The laity are enormously grateful for the many acts of mercy the Church provides through the sacraments and the often heroic actions of the clergy and religious. The Holy Spirit speaks in the hearts of the faithful and enkindles love of neighbor, the suffering, and the poor.

The laity, though, are painfully aware of their own limitations. They know that their resources are but a drop in an ocean of need. It’s hard enough to take care of their own families, and they know they can’t solve every problem.

It is time to start teaching stewardship

It’s time to stop the gimmicky fundraising and start talking about the truth of what the Catholic Church teaches about stewardship. Even though they understand the need and want to give, the laity have a nagging feeling that somehow, the Church is off track when it is fundraising. The message from the pulpit often sounds no different than the message from the United Way.

Pope Francis seems to agree: “The Church – I repeat once again – is not a relief organization, an enterprise or an NGO, but a community of people, animated by the Holy Spirit, who have lived and are living the wonder of the encounter with Jesus Christ and want to share this experience of deep joy, the message of salvation that the Lord gave us.” 
Pope Francis, Message for World Youth Day 2013 at 4, May 19, 2013.

The laity need, and indeed expect, better guidance than they have been given lately. Sugarcoating the subject of money with flowery, feel-good exhortations is condescending to the people who must work by the sweat of their brow [Genesis 3:19] to earn that money. The laity need a straight-up, head-on, theologically-sound discussion of money so that they may make informed, ethically sound decisions.

Stewardship fundamentals are simple
Fortunately, God has provided that guidance, but candidly, the laity have not heard much about it lately. Even the clergy appear not to know what Holy Scripture and Sacred Tradition teach about stewardship. The fundamentals are simple: God’s ownership, our stewardship, and final accountability.

Our covenantal relationship with God compels us to offer our “first fruits” to him in sacrifice and praise. When God covenants with his people, an offering of the “first” acknowledges God’s sovereignty and gives thanks to God from whom all things come.

The first century New Testament church understood that first fruits are part of God’s plan for the sanctification of his Church. The Didache (circa 100 A.D.), commonly known as the “Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” is the earliest known liturgical writing of the Church. It prescribes offering first fruits for the support of both the clergy and the poor:

But every true prophet that wills to abide among you is worthy of his support. So also a true teacher is himself worthy, as the workman, of his support. Every first-fruit, therefore, of the products of wine-press and threshing-floor, of oxen and of sheep, you shall take and give to the prophets, for they are your high priests. But if you have not a prophet, give it to the poor. If you make a batch of dough, take the first-fruit and give according to the commandment. So also when you open a jar of wine or of oil, take the first-fruit and give it to the prophets; and of money (silver) and clothing and every possession, take the first-fruit, as it may seem good to you, and give according to the commandment.

Didache (The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles), Chapter 13.

Irenaeus’ Against Heresies (circa 180 A.D.), written in reply to the Gnostic heresy, carefully laid out the place of the offering of the Eucharist and of the goods presented at the altar:

The oblation of the Church, therefore, which the Lord gave instructions to be offered throughout all the world, is accounted with God a pure sacrifice, and is acceptable to Him; not that He stands in need of a sacrifice from us, but that he who offers is himself glorified in what he does offer, if his gift be accepted. For by the gift both honor and affection are shown forth towards the King; and the Lord, wishing us to offer it in all simplicity and innocence, did express Himself thus: Therefore, when you offer your gift upon the altar, and shall remember that your brother has ought against you, leave your gift before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then return and offer your gift. (Matthew 5:23-24) We are bound, therefore, to offer to God the first-fruits of His creation, as Moses also says, You shall not appear in the presence of the Lord your God empty; (Deuteronomy 16:16) so that man, being accounted as grateful, by those things in which he has shown his gratitude, may receive that honor which flows from Him.

. . . . He does not stand in need of these [services], yet does desire that we should render them for our own benefit, lest we be unfruitful; so did the Word give to the people that very precept as to the making of oblations, although He stood in no need of them, that they might learn to serve God: thus is it, therefore, also His will that we, too, should offer a gift at the altar, frequently and without intermission. 
Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book IV, Chapter 18 (emphasis added)

The Fathers of Vatican II echoed and urged the same understanding of stewardship: “Indeed, it is the duty of the whole People of God, following the word and example of the bishops, to alleviate as far as they are able the sufferings of the modern age. They should do this too, as was the ancient custom in the Church, out of the substance of their goods, and not only out of what is superfluous.” Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, Gaudium et Spes 88 (1965) (emphasis added).

The tithe is Catholic doctrine

Since the time of Abraham, our first fruits offering has been identified with the tithe. “Tithe” means one tenth (10%). To tithe is to give ten percent. (In Spanish, the words diezmo and décimo are clearer.)

A common misconception is that the Catholic Church does not teach tithing. Four ecumenical councils (Macon in 585, Third Lateran in 1179, Constance in 1415, and Trent in 1563) of the Catholic Church have dogmatically held, on pain of excommunication, the tithe to be binding on the morals of the faithful. St. Thomas Aquinas firmly supported the tithe in his masterpiece work, Summa Theologica (1270).

The Catholic Church continues to hold that the tithe is the minimum standard for Christian giving. The Archdiocese of St. Louis has on its website an excellent Frequently Asked Questions page about tithing, containing theologically sound, practical advice. It makes very good reading.

Giving is for the good of the soul

The primary purpose of Christian giving is to save the giver’s soul. Saint Augustine spoke in the fifth century words that could be delivered today:

Let us give a certain portion of it. What portion? A tenth? The Scribes and Pharisees gave tithes for whom Christ had not yet shed His Blood. The Scribes and Pharisees gave tithes; lest haply you should think you are doing any great thing in breaking your bread to the poor; and this is scarcely a thousandth part of your means. And yet I am not finding fault with this; do even this. So hungry and thirsty am I, that I am glad even of these crumbs.

But yet I cannot keep back what He who died for us said while He was alive. Unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. He does not deal softly with us; for He is a physician, He cuts to the quick. Unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

The Scribes and Pharisees gave the tenth. How is it with you? Ask yourselves. Consider what you do, and with what means you do it; how much you give, how much you leave for yourselves; what you spend on mercy, what you reserve for luxury. So then, Let them distribute easily, let them communicate, let them lay up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may hold on eternal life.

Augustine, Sermon 35, at ¶ 5.
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The Theology of Giving

http://www.catholicstand.com/theology-giving/ 

By Loye Young (former Southern Baptist and Episcopalian), September 4, 2014

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

The famous story of the rich ruler in Luke’s gospel tells us why we give: to inherit eternal life.

The ruler approached Jesus to learn how to attain eternal life, insisting that he had followed all the commandments since his youth. Jesus then told him, “Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” Unable to part with his possessions, the man went away sadly.

In the subsequent exchange with the onlookers and the disciples, Jesus did not mention the needs of the poor. Instead, Jesus emphasized the real reason for giving: the primary purpose of giving is to save the giver’s soul.

Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” He replied, “What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.”

Then Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”  [Luke 18:24-30]

Pope Francis recently explained why the man’s soul was in danger: “Whenever material things, money, worldliness, become the center of our lives, they take hold of us, they possess us; we lose our very identity as human beings.” [Pope Francis, Homily on Sunday, September 29, 2013.] By giving in support of the kingdom of God, we reorient our lives to God as the center of our lives.

Of course, God does not need the money. God, being infinite, lacks nothing. If God needed more money, he could simply create it. Instead, he calls us to give for the sake of our own souls.

Does this mean that we can simply spend our way to heaven? No. We are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ and through baptism. See John 1:12-18 and Catechism of the Catholic Church [1987-1989]. Our charitable giving is part of the cooperation between God’s grace and man’s freedom that is required to repent from our sinful nature and turn towards God’s kingdom. [James 2:14-17] “Justification establishes cooperation between God’s grace and man’s freedom. On man’s part it is expressed by the assent of faith to the Word of God, which invites him to conversion, and in the cooperation of charity with the prompting of the Holy Spirit who precedes and preserves his assent.” Catechism of the Catholic Church [1993].

The Theological Foundation of Christian Giving

Theologically, Christian giving is premised on three concepts:

1. God’s ownership

2. Our stewardship

3. Final accountability

God’s Ownership

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” [1 Corinthians 10:26] Quoting Psalm 24:1.

The world was here long before we arrived and will be here long after we are gone. In the movie, Crocodile Dundee, Mike made an insightful observation: “See those rocks? Been standing there for 600 million years. Still be there when you and I are gone. So arguing over who owns them is like two fleas arguing over who owns the dog they live on.”

God made the world and so it belongs to him. As the Church prays every morning in the Invitatory:

The Lord is God, the mighty God,

The great king over all the gods.

He holds in his hands the depths of the earth

And the highest mountains as well.

He made the sea; it belongs to him,

The dry land too, for it was formed by his hands.  [Psalm 95:3-5]

Indeed, Jesus Christ is above all creation, because everything was created through him. “For in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” [Colossians 1:16-17].

Our Stewardship

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” [Matthew 5:3]

We, as mere creatures, are stewards of all we possess. We don’t use the word “steward” in modern English very much anymore, so we often don’t understand the concept. A steward is akin to our modern concept of a trustee. The property held by a trustee is held for the benefit of another, the beneficiary. The trustee has possession, title, control, and discretion over the property, but the trustee is obligated to use the property in the interests of the beneficiary.

As stewards, we possess and control the things we “own”, but everything ultimately belongs to God. Even our bodies belong to God. [1 Corinthians 6:19-20]
The Code of Canon Law formalizes our obligation to give for the spread of the God’s kingdom:

§1. The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the needs of the Church so that the Church has what is necessary for divine worship, for apostolic works and works of charity and for the decent sustenance of ministers.

§2. They are also obliged to promote social justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist the poor from their own resources. [Code of Canon Law, Canon 222]

“The spirit of poverty and charity are the glory and witness of the Church of Christ.” Gaudium et Spes ¶ 88. Although the formal evangelical counsel of poverty is not binding on the laity, all are called to poverty in spirit — that due sense that everything belongs to God and we are his stewards. “In exercising their rights, the Christian faithful, both as individuals and gathered together in associations, must take into account the common good of the Church, the rights of others, and their own duties toward others.” [Code of Canon Law, Canon 223, §1]

Final Accountability

We will be held accountable for our stewardship. “For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.” [2 Corinthians 5:10. See also Romans 14:10-12]

The scene of the last judgment is graphically represented in the Apocalypse:

Then I saw a great white throne and the one who sat on it; the earth and the heaven fled from his presence, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, the book of life. And the dead were judged according to their works, as recorded in the books. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and all were judged according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire; and anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.  [Revelation 20:11-15]

An ancient prayer sums up the theology of Christian stewardship:

“O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.”

TITHING: Providing for the Church's Needs -- Catholic Precept #5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcqY7XWR-oM
By Fr. William Nicholas, December 9, 2016
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Who loves Tithing? What is the Practice and Where did it Originate? What does the Catholic Church expect with respect to Tithing by the People? Why is it Important?
Tithing and Excommunication
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September 18, 2014
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Why Are Catholics Cheapskates Regarding Giving?
http://www.catholicstand.com/why-are-catholics-cheapskates-regarding-giving/ 
By Don Cinganorelli, August 7, 2016

What Jesus Said to Us about Giving
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells us about giving, “Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, and inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is, there also your heart will be…Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be required of the person entrusted with more.” (Luke 12: 33-34, 48)

The Current Reality
Today, a group of laity at a Catholic parish meets for some catechesis and fellowship. The topic focuses on being a loving witness to Christ through the way we live our lives. After a short presentation, there are a few discussion questions covering subtopics from the presentation, such as how we might show our family and friends that we love them; praying not only for our family and friends but for our enemies as well; helping the poor; and…tithing. Then a funny thing happens during the small group discussion—no one talks about charitable giving or tithing. It simply is ignored. “Just look away, ignore it and maybe it won’t come up. (Donations are my personal business anyway.)” Why is it that some Catholics just do not like to talk about or even think about the concept of religious giving, much less about tithing per se?

For over three decades in my CPA practice, I was blessed to help a variety of individuals with their tax compliance and planning needs. I never did a statistical analysis of my clients’ giving habits, but I can tell you this: with a few notable exceptions, most of my non-Catholic clients donated far more to their churches than did the Catholics. As it turns out, my anecdotal evidence is supported by multiple research studies.

Now, before you press the “send” key with an angry response to this article, please humor me as I explain my thinking on all of this. Yes, I know that many give far more to the Church and other worthy organizations than some averages from research would suggest. That must mean, however, that many more give far less than the averages.

Research Shows
The Philanthropy Roundtable analyzed data from a study done by Empty Tomb that showed religious donations in the late 1990s by Catholics, at 1.5% of gross income, running about half that of mainline Protestants, and about one-third to one-fourth of what evangelical and charismatic/Pentecostal Christians were giving.

But, you may be thinking, these are old statistics! Surely it must be different today? Matthew Kelly, in his book, The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic, discussed research showing that only 1.9% of American Catholics were tithing, while about 5% of Americans as a whole tithed. In 2007, Christians of all denominations in the U.S. gave an average of just over $1,400 to their church and other charities, while Catholics as a subgroup of that population gave just under $1,000—about the same as non-Christians.

Karl Keating of Catholic Answers subsequently wrote about research done by the Presbyterian Church USA that showed the average Catholic gives about one-half of what the average Evangelical gives, and a bit less than that percentage in comparison with average mainline Protestants. Similarly, Notre Dame’s Catholic Social and Pastoral Research Initiative (CSPRI) published a report based on a 2010 survey that shows Catholics are less generous in voluntary financial giving than other Christian groups in the U.S. Although the research shows varying ratios of our giving to other denominations’ giving, no matter how you look at it, we Catholics do not, on average, give as much to the Church as members of other denominations give to their churches.

The Spirituality of Giving
Loye Young (page 24) did a nice job of explaining the theology of giving in his Catholic Stand article with that title a couple of years ago, so I will not retread that ground. Religious giving is included in the broader concept of stewardship. Fr. Andrew Kemberling, Chair of the International Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC), and Mila Glodava, coauthors of Making Stewardship a Way of Life, list the core values of stewardship on their parish website:

(“Identity: We are God’s children…God created man in his image…The Catechism states: ‘man is created by God and for God, and God never ceases to draw man to himself.’

(Trust: If we are God’s children…destine to return to God, we can trust that God will provide for all our needs. We need not worry about anything. Conversely, we also need to be trustworthy and honest in everything we do and entrusted to us. We need to be worthy of God’s trust…

(Gratitude: God is the source of everything we are and have. We will not exist without Him. We need, therefore, to be grateful…Jesus is our model of gratitude. He gave thanks always. Father Andrew suggests making a “thank-God” list… [to] think more of what we have and not what we do not have.

(Love: God loves us first. He created us in His image…when we sinned, He sent us his only Son to redeem us, and the Holy Spirit to sanctify us so that we can return to Him and see Him face to face in heaven…Now we need to return His love by loving Him back… [which] requires that we give. We express our love by giving of our time, talent and treasure.”

Why We Don’t Give
Those in the know, involved in research or working in the trenches doing fundraising, suggest a number of reasons for Catholic philanthropic behavior patterns. Some studies have suggested that, from a practical perspective, because many Catholic parishes are larger—some far larger—than many other denominations’ communities, there is less practical need to give more. The needs of the parish get spread out over a larger number of families. They also cite the fact that our priests are paid less than non-Catholic pastors and the fact that our facility costs are spread over multiple Masses compared to one worship service for the non-Catholics. Although there may be some truth in this, it does not really answer why we collectively are not inspired to give more than we do.

The CSPRI report on Catholic giving concludes that a lack of spiritual engagement with money is the biggest reason why our giving levels lag behind those of other groups. In other words, we tend to compartmentalize, keeping our money matters separate from faith matters, rather than looking at our money as something that is ALL a gift from God. Attaining this spiritual engagement—connecting the dots—requires proper formation, part of which comes through the messages delivered from the ambo, though. The CSPRI team notes that a fairly common approach used in parishes to address giving, known as the “pay the bills” method, generally results in less spiritual engagement. That seems reasonable—“pay the bills” promotes an attitude that is focused on doing the minimum necessary to get by—with respect not only to treasure, but also to time and talents.

What Can Be Done
The CSPRI report suggests that creating the context with an overarching parish mission and vision can inspire people to work toward something greater. This includes generating the awareness that money and the things we are blessed to have are gifts from God, and we are called to manage them appropriately as good stewards. But how do we generate this awareness among a broad cross section of the faithful? It seems that it would start with the pastors and their homilies, engaging the people in the pews, promoting deeper prayer lives and involvement in parish activities to enhance overall engagement in the Church.  It needs to include overcoming catechesis gaps that seem to exist in the Church in America today so we all understand the spiritual connection with money and things. The good news in this regard is that many great resources exist to help a parish get some traction in such culture changes, such as Fr. Kemberling’s book and the ICSC mentioned above.

Inspiring increased giving deserves some attention.  If we are looking for inspiration to give more, consider this: the folks at Empty Tomb have estimated that we in the Catholic Church could generate tens of billions of dollars more funding if we bumped up our giving up a bit.  This money could be used to carry out the corporal works of mercy for our less fortunate brothers and sisters, for evangelization and for more thorough formation of our members—in short for carrying out the Great Commission. What better way to give witness to the Great Commission than a bit of sacrificial giving to support it? Think about the possibilities here—we are not talking about huge amounts individually, but together, as the Body of Christ, enough to change the lives of billions of people—if only we gave just a tad more.

Giving as Individuals
On an individual basis, we might want to consider some prayerful reflection and introspection, asking the Holy Spirit to open the ears of our hearts to the Truth and God’s will for us, as we ponder questions such as the following:

(Do I yearn to have wealth, status or approbation more than I yearn to love God with all my heart, soul and being?

(Am I attached to my wealth, status, and the opinions of others, or can I be indifferent to them—indifferent in the sense that if they bring me closer to God, they are good for the time being, but if they draw me away from Him, I need to get rid of them?

(Eusebius tells us that we naturally dwell on what we desire—what do I dwell on—my desire for God and conformity with His will, or something else?

(Have my possessions made me a “slave” due to my inordinate concern about them and their potential loss, which taints my judgment?

(How do I tangibly show my love for God?

(At my death, when God asks me to account for how I handled all the gifts He gave me, what kind of response will I be able to give Him?

(How do I use my gifts from God to help those less fortunate than I?

(Do I trust in God’s providence for me—that He knows what is best for me?

(What am I afraid of? Our Lord tells us not to be afraid, but to trust in Him, and to focus on Him and on the inexhaustible treasure of heaven—so why am I anxious about the trappings of this short life on earth?

(Can I, as St. Ignatius of Loyola prayed, ask God to teach me to “give and not to count the cost?”

(Can I find a way to increase my giving incrementally over a few years to get to a level that I know in my heart is what I should do?

It really is true—God will NOT be outdone in generosity—we just need to take the first step and see for ourselves.  Ask anyone who already is tithing and they will tell you all about it.

Catholics Not Wedded to Practice of Tithing
http://articles.latimes.com/2006/feb/25/local/me-beliefs25
By K. Connie Kang, February 25, 2006

Tithing -- the response to the biblical exhortation of returning to God 10% of his gifts -- may be common in some denominations, but in most American churches it remains a rare practice.
Researchers have found that although about 80% of Americans profess to be Christians, and many say they believe in tithing, consistent tithers are a small group -- about 3% of adults.

Modest tithing is especially noticeable among Roman Catholics, who give to their parishes about half as much as Protestants. In 2003, Protestants gave 2.6% of their income to their churches and Catholics gave 1.2%, according to studies conducted by Empty Tomb Inc., a Christian research and service group based in Champaign, Ill.

Why?

One reason -- researchers, clergy and parishioners say -- is that Catholics simply don't have a tradition of tithing and annual pledging.

Angela Lee, a member of St. Cyril of Jerusalem Church in Encino, said many Catholics continue to drop $1 in the offering basket, as they did 30 years ago.
Msgr. Carl Bell, pastor of St. Cyril of Jerusalem, said he once heard a bishop describe the state of giving in the Catholic Church as something like this: If you have $50, you go out to dinner. If you have $20, you go to a movie. If you have $10, you get fast food. But if you have $1, you go to church.

A lack of tradition isn't the only reason for a scarcity of tithing, experts say. The avoidance of tithing reflects the sense of ownership parishioners feel toward their churches -- or more precisely, the lack of it.

"The heritage in Catholic thought that still hangs over people is that they are just customers and the clergy really owns the church," said Dean R. Hoge, a professor of sociology at Washington, D.C.'s Catholic University of America, whose specialty is churches.

That view, combined with the large size of parishes, makes it hard for most members to think they can make a difference, said Hoge, a co-author of "Money Matters: Personal Giving in American Churches," a seminal work on church giving.

"It's almost like we just go there; we don't own the store," said Hoge, whose research team surveyed 625 congregations in five mainline denominations across the nation. He said many Catholics think "the priest will give us what we need, and we'll tell him what we want."

On the other hand, in smaller Protestant churches where tithing is a tradition, congregants encourage each other to give.

"You have lay leadership that says ... 'Dear friends, we're going to have to pay a little more. Otherwise, we can't keep this church going. It's our church,'" Hoge said.

The average Catholic parish has about 3,100 people -- 10 times its Protestant counterpart. Parishes in Los Angeles tend to be even bigger.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem has 1,400 members, but Bell is reluctant to ask his congregants to tithe.

"It's awkward to talk about money," Bell said. "I am not a fundraiser."

Besides, he added, so many young couples in his parish are struggling to pay mortgages.

Appeals for money at Bell's church are subtle. The church provides Sunday offering envelopes with "offertory giving suggestions: 10% of take-home pay; 5% directly to the parish; 5% to the poor and other charities."

The front side of the white envelope has a drawing of Christ with outstretched arms, with a quote from Psalm 116: "What return can I make to the Lord for all His kindness to me?"

A box on the envelope helps parishioners calculate 5% donations, listing weekly incomes from $300 to $2,000 and the corresponding gift.
"It's helpful," said Lee. "Though priests don't tell parishioners they should tithe, I think the Catholic Church is paying more attention to this."

There are a number of references to tithing in the Old Testament.

For example, Leviticus 27:32 says: "And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord."

Many Protestants, especially Evangelicals, interpret tithing as giving 10% of their income to their home church. Contributions to other charities must be above and beyond what they give their church.

But in the Catholic Church, what constitutes tithing is subject to debate.

"Strictly speaking, tithing is 10%, but I also think tithing is giving one's talents, time and effort," said Norma Habunal, a member of St. Basil's Catholic Church on Wilshire Boulevard in Wilshire Center/Koreatown.

Habunal, a retired Compton teacher who attends Mass every day, said she could not afford to give 10%. Instead, she makes in-kind contributions by volunteering at the church.

Tithing is biblical but not mentioned in the New Testament, said Msgr. Robert Gallagher, pastor of St. Charles Borromeo Church in North Hollywood.

"Jesus did not tell anyone, 'You have to give 10%,'" Gallagher said. But he was clear about looking after the poor and needy, he added. "If those are the people Jesus dwells with, we have an obligation to join him in dwelling with them."

The $99 plan for Church tithing
https://www.faithinmarketing.com/2013/11/99-dollar-plan-for-church-tithing/
By Thom Hiatt, November 10, 2013

God gives us 100%
As hard as we may try, the best we can give is 99. No matter what we do or how we do it, we can never give us much as God gives us.
Stewardship and Development. What’s that? Generally speaking, Stewardship is taking care of what you have or are responsible for. So if your friend goes on vacation and she wants you to watch her house… you are the steward of the house while she is away. You are also the steward of the material things (and money) that God has blessed you and your family with. And in church life, you and your fellow church members are stewards of the church buildings and grounds, etc. As a good steward, you take care of these things so that they will be there long after you have moved on, or passed on.

Development is increasing the participation of people in the act and mindset of Stewardship. So, development is getting more people to become stewards, and getting current stewards to be more active.

At many parishes, there is a person (or council) in charge of Stewardship & Development. And many parishes often struggle with encouraging parishioners to give more… or give at all. The Bible asks us to tithe 10 percent, though the vast majority of people (including really amazing and generous people) give nowhere near that number, and usually closer to 1 or 2 percent. So rather than feeling particularly GREAT about what they usually give, most people walk around feeling a bit GUILTY for never giving the biblical 10%. And that’s just not good. I believe that people should wear an honest smile, being able to give and participate.

Before making any progress, all leadership and parishioners should first read the short book, A Disciple’s Response.

Thom Hiatt offers the following new tithing concept, based on a specific zip code in San Diego County… with data from a specific Catholic parish. A parish in your area will have different characteristics and might want to consider massaging some of the following techniques to better fit its own demographics and statistics.

The parish in our example has nearly 2000 registered families, is financially sound, is not in debt, and has some cash in the bank.

Not all of the 2000 registered families attend weekly Mass. (Just like many people who have a gym membership simply don’t go to the gym.) And of the people who actually go to Mass, not all of them offer a gift. In this case, only about 20% of registered households make a gift to the church, while 80% make no gift… perhaps due to lack of attendance, or because maybe the traditional 10% rule can be intimidating.

Each week at this church, 391 households give a total of $16,137, based on the 3rd week of October 2013. 80% of weekly gifts are less than $50. And 60% are less than $25. An extremely common gift is $20, the average weekly household gift is about $40. What if there were an EASY way to get that $40 average up to $50, representing a 25% increase in giving, from the majority of households…?

SO LET’S GET TO IT

There is an easy way… The $99 Plan. After prayerfully considering their individual financial situation, families choose one of three gift options:

1. $99 per week

2. $99 every other week

3. $99 per month

(People love 3 of anything. Three is easy. A-B-C. 1-2-3. Good-Better-Best. Bronze-Silver-Gold. Small-Medium-Large. And, yes, 99 is 3 x 33.)
The credit or debit card charge is automatic every one, two or four weeks as requested.

(The smallest option of $99 per month would be attractive to the 62% of people who are giving less than $25 per week. It’s only a tiny bit more than they are already giving. If those 62% are paying an average of $20 per week right now, the $99/month option would represent a 20% increase from those families to the parish.
(I estimate that about 100 families are currently giving just a bit less than $50 per week. These 100 families could easily choose the middle option of $99 every two weeks, and the parish collection from them would go up 10-15%.
(The middle option of $99 every other week is the target plan the parish would seek for most families… not only for the folks who are currently giving a bit less than $50 per week, but ALSO for the folks who are giving in the smallest bracket. The goal would be to get some of them to jump from $99/month to $99/every-other-week…. which would represent a massive increase in weekly church collections.

(The higher option of $99/week is something that about 50-75 families would go for. It’s about what many of them are already giving, and it would also represent a small increase for a few of them.

(The folks who are currently giving $150-500 per week (there are a dozen of them) I would recommend calling them on the phone, and getting them on board to stay where they are and not “drop down” to any of the three new options. Some of them may even want to give more… like $999/month!
You see, in this research area, the average Household Income is only about $65,000… based on 2010 census data. These families are not giving 10% ($542/month) and they won’t ever give 10%. So praying for 10% or 9% or 8% or 7% is a lot of fun, but the reality is that 2/3 of donors are giving closer to 1.5%.  ($20 per week X 52 weeks = $1040… then divided by $65,000 equals 1.6%). These same folks investing $99/month instead of their current $80/month would represent an increase to the church of $55,276 per year… after year… after year… after year. And this doesn’t even include the larger, majority of gifts coming from the remaining 38%.

This is not about ignoring the Bible. And it’s not about straying away from the Disciple’s Response. But it is about being realistic in an environment where currently 4/5 people don’t participate at all. And out of those that DO make a gift, 4/5 aren’t anywhere near 10%. It’s far less…

If we can get some folks from 0% to 1% and the other folks from 1% to 2% — we’re talking about big growth — like 200% growth. What’s even better is that when you invest and get involved, your heart is more into your faith, your faith grows, you begin to make a positive impact on others… perhaps even bringing new people into your faith… and that’s priceless.

Signing up will be very easy online or in the office. Make it part of the conversation with new parishioner registrations. Plus each family receives 3 gifts (yep, there’s that 3 again) when they sign up:
1. People who sign up will receive a set of “$99 Plan” slips that are the same size as a paper check. They are gorgeous, double-sided, full-color slips that the family (and kids) sign and feel good putting into the basket at Mass. On the back, it shows the three options and encourages all parishioners to sign up, or consider jumping up to the next level at some point… Three different versions of slips show what donations are generally used for (lights, maintenance, etc) and why it’s necessary.

2. The head of household who signs up in the office gets a cool T-Shirt that says, “I’m part of the Plan.” (See below).

3. As a bonus… by participating in the $99 Plan at ANY level (weekly, two weeks, or monthly) the family gets free admission to select popular annual events at the church, i.e. Chili Fest, Food Fair, etc. (These events, by the way, should never be promoted as parish “fund raisers” as they too often make a big deal out of earning $2000, which in reality is a drop in the bucket for an annual parish budget. Instead, allow participating parishioners to attend for free, as they are members of the family. Profits simply go in the bank and are not published.)

With The $99 Plan, there are no tiers, and nobody knows which option another person or family is on. We’re all together in the whole Plan…. just at our own private level.
It’s not a capital campaign… yet the big increases provide for capital needs over time. Theoretically, a parish that brings in more than it needs, and is a good steward with those funds, has plenty of funds on hand to purchase and build what it needs in the future, without ever having to conduct a single capital campaign (or bake sale).

We all know that cash and paper checks are declining in use and popularity. We all know that electronic-giving is consistent whether I’m in town, sick, or on vacation. And we know that many parishes have really never marketed electronic-giving other than sideline mentions. It’s a direction parish leadership should be taking in a much bigger way, with a smile on our collective face.

Bottom line… The $99 Plan…

1. is easier for everybody

2. can develop some big financial increases

3. uses a very marketable $99 number that never goes out of style

Do consider using “The Plan” for your church, and call Faith in Marketing at (858) 877-3733 for supporting materials including strategy, execution, graphic design, printing, t-shirts, video production, web development and more.

Tithes
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14741b.htm
(Anglo-Saxon teotha, a tenth). 
Generally defined as "the tenth part of the increase arising from the profits of land and stock, allotted to the clergy for their support or devoted to religious or charitable uses". A more radical definition is "the tenth part of all fruits and profits justly acquired, owed to God in recognition of his supreme dominion over man, and to be paid to the ministers of the church". 

The custom of giving tithes reaches back into unknown antiquity. It is mentioned in Genesis 14, without anything to indicate that it was something newly instituted. Just as Abraham is there represented as offering tithes of the spoils of the enemy to the royal priest, Melchisedech, so in Genesis 28, Jacob is recorded as giving a tithe of all his possessions to the Lord. Under the Mosaic Law the payment of tithes was made obligatory. The Hebrews are commanded to offer to God the tenth part of the produce of the fields, of the fruits of the trees, and the firstborn of oxen and of sheep (Leviticus 27:30; Deuteronomy 14:22). In Deuteronomy there is a mention not only of an annual tithe, but also of a full tithe to be paid once every three years. While it was to God Himself that the tithes had to be paid, yet we read (Numbers 18:21) that He transfers them to His sacred ministers: "I have given to the sons of Levi all the tithes of Israel for a possession, for the ministry wherewith they serve me in the tabernacle of the covenant." In paying the tithe, the Hebrews divided the annual harvest into ten parts, one of which was given to the Levites after the first-fruits had been subtracted. 
This was partitioned by them among the priests. The remainder of the harvest was then divided into ten new parts, and a second tithe was carried by the head of the household to the sanctuary to serve as a sacred feast for his family and the Levites. 

If the journey to the temple was unusually long, money could be substituted for the offering in kind. At the triennial tithe, a third decimation was made and a tenth part was consumed at home by the householder with his family, the Levites, strangers, and the poor. This triennial year was called the year of tithes (Deuteronomy 26:12). As the tithes were the main support of the priests, it was later ordained that the offerings should be stored in the temple (2 Chronicles 31:11). It is to be noted that the custom of paying sacred tithes was not peculiar to the Israelites, but common to all ancient peoples. In Lydia a tithe of cattle was offered to the gods; the Arabians paid a tithe of incense to the god Sabis; and the Carthaginians brought tithes to Melkarth, the god of Tyre. The explanation of why the tenth part should have been chosen among so many different peoples is said to be (apart from a common primitive revelation) that mystical signification of the number ten, viz., that it signifies totality, for it contains all the numbers that make up the numerical system, and indeed all imaginable series of numbers, and so it represents all kinds of property, which is a gift of God. All species of property were consequently reckoned in decades, and by consecrating one of these parts to God, the proprietor recognized the Source of his goods. However, the payment of tithes was also a civil custom. They were payable to the Hebrew kings and to the rulers of Babylon, and they are mentioned among the Persians, Greeks, Romans, and later the Mohammedans. 

In the Christian Church, as those who serve the altar should live by the altar (1 Corinthians 9:13), provision of some kind had necessarily to be made for the sacred ministers. In the beginning this was supplied by the spontaneous offerings of the faithful. In the course of time, however, as the Church expanded and various institutions arose, it became necessary to make laws which would insure the proper and permanent support of the clergy. The payment of tithes was adopted from the Old Law, and early writers speak of it as a divine ordinance and an obligation of conscience. The earliest positive legislation on the subject seems to be contained in the letter of the bishops assembled at Tours in 567 and the canons of the Council of Maçon in 585. In course of time, we find the payment of tithes made obligatory by ecclesiastical enactments in all the countries of christendom. The Church looked on this payment as "of divine law, since tithes were instituted not by man but by the Lord Himself" (C. 14, X de decim. III, 30). As regards the civil power, the Christian Roman emperors granted the right to churches of retaining a portion of the produce of certain lands, but the earliest instance of the enforcement of the payment of ecclesiastical tithes by civil law is to be found in the capitularies of Charlemagne, at the end of the eighth century. English law very early recognized the tithe, as in the reigns of Athelstan, Edgar, and Canute before the Norman Conquest. In English statute law proper, however, the first mention of tithes is to be found in the Statute of Westminster of 1285. Tithes are of three kinds: predial, or that derived from the annual crops; mixed, or what arises from things nourished by the land, as cattle, milk, cheese, wool; and personal or the result of industry or occupation. Predial tithes were generally called great tithes, and mixed and personal tithes, small tithes. Natural substances having no annual increase are not tithable, nor are wild animals. When property is inherited or donated, it is not subject to the law of tithes, but its natural increase is. There are many exempted from the paying of tithes: spiritual corporations, the owners of uncultivated lands, those who have acquired lawful prescription, or have obtained a legal renunciation, or received a privilege from the pope. 

At first, the tithe was payable to the bishop, but later the right passed by common law to parish priests. Abuses soon crept in. The right to receive tithes was granted to princes and nobles, even hereditarily, by ecclesiastics in return for protection or eminent services, and this species of impropriation became so intolerable that the Third Council of Lateran (1179) decreed that no alienation of tithes to laymen was permissible without the consent of the pope. In the time of Gregory VIII, a so-called Saladin tithe was instituted, which was payable by all who did not take part personally in the crusade to recover the Holy Land. At the present time, in most countries where some species of tithes still exist, as in England (for the Established Church), in Austria, and Germany, the payment has been changed into a rent-charge. In English-speaking countries generally, as far as Catholics are concerned, the clergy receive no tithes. As a consequence, other means have had to be adopted to support the clergy and maintain the ecclesiastical institutions (see CHURCH MAINTENANCE), and to substitute other equivalent payments in lieu of tithes. Soglia (Institut, Canon, II, 12) says "The law of tithes can never be abrogated by prescription or custom, if the ministers of the Church have no suitable and sufficient provision from other sources; because then the natural and divine law, which can neither be abrogated not antiquate, commands that the tithe be paid." In some parts of Canada, the tithe is still recognized by civil law, and the Fourth Council of Quebec (1868) declared that its payment is binding in conscience of the faithful. 

*
Father Cantalamessa on Dishonest Wealth 

Pontifical Household Preacher Comments on Sunday's Readings
https://zenit.org/articles/father-cantalamessa-on-dishonest-wealth/
Rome, September 21, 2007
Here is a translation of a commentary by the Pontifical Household preacher, Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa, on the readings from this Sunday’s liturgy.
* * *

Make friends with wealth
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 8:4-6; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 16:1-13
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The Dishonest Steward

This Sunday’s Gospel presents us with a parable that in certain respects has important contemporary relevance: the parable of the dishonest steward. The central character of the parable is the farm manager of a landowner, a well-known figure in our Italian countryside when the sharecropping system was still in existence.

Like all good parables, this one is like a miniature play, full of movement and scene changes. The actors in the first scene are the steward and the master and the scene ends with the master firing the steward: “You can no longer be my steward.”

The steward does not even try to defend himself. His conscience is not clear. He knows that he is guilty of what the master has discovered.

The second scene is a soliloquy of the steward, who is now alone. He has not yet accepted defeat. He immediately thinks about what he can do to get himself out of this situation and save his future.

The third scene — steward and tenant farmers — reveals to us the plan that the steward has devised. He asks the tenants, “And how much do you owe?”

“One hundred measures of wheat,” is one reply.

“Here is your promissory note,” he says. “Take it and write down eighty.” A classic case of corruption and falsehood that makes us think of similar situations in our own society, often on a much larger scale.

The conclusion is disconcerting: “The master praised the dishonest steward for acting prudently.”

Is Jesus approving and encouraging corruption? We need to recall to our minds the particular nature of teaching in parables. The moral doctrine that is aimed at is not in the parable taken as a whole, in every detail, but only in that aspect of the parable that the narrator wishes to pick out.

And the idea that Jesus intended to bring out with this parable is clear. The master praises the steward for his resourcefulness and for nothing else. It is not said that the master changed his mind about his decision to fire the man.

Indeed, given the initial conduct of the master and the quickness with which he discovers the new scam we can easily imagine the outcome, which the parable does not report. After having praised the steward for his astuteness, the master orders him to immediately restore the fruit of his dishonest transactions or pay it off in prison if he lacks the means.

It is cleverness that Jesus also praises, outside the parable. In fact, he adds: “The children of this world are more clever in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.”

That man, when he was faced with an emergency situation in which his whole future was at stake, showed a capacity for radical decision-making and great resourcefulness. He acted quickly and intelligently — even if dishonestly — to save himself. This, Jesus observes to his disciples, is what you too must do, to save yourselves, not for a worldly future but for an eternal future.

“Life,” Seneca said, “is not given to anyone as a possession but as something that we are stewards of.” We are all “stewards,” so we have to act like the man in the parable. He did not put things off until tomorrow; he did not “sleep on it.” There is something too important at stake to be left to chance.

The Gospel itself makes different practical applications of this teaching of Christ. The one that it insists the most on is the one regarding the use of wealth and money: “I tell you, make friends with dishonest wealth, so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”

In other words, do as that steward did; make friends with those who, when one day you find yourself in trouble, will welcome you. These friends, we know, are the poor.

We know this from what Christ says about his being the recipient of what we do for them. The poor, St. Augustine said, are, so to speak, our couriers and porters: They allow us to begin transferring our belongings now to the house that is being built for us in the hereafter.

Trust in God to Find True Wealth
Book Exposes Spiritual Side of Money Management

http://www.zenit.org/rssenglish-32044
By Traci Osuna, Hyattsville, Maryland, March 17, 2011 
Gregory S. Jeffrey has spent the last 25 years working as a development consultant, helping Catholic schools, parishes and organizations around the country with their fund-raising campaigns. Throughout his career, Jeffrey has met people from all walks of life, from those struggling to make ends meet to others at the pinnacle of corporate success. And, he says, he sees a common thread -- everyone he's met has real concerns about their financial situation.
"One of the things I discovered early on, probably three or four years into my career," he said in a phone interview with ZENIT, "was that money alone didn't erase people's worries about money."

In his new book, "Why Enough is Never Enough: Overcoming Worries about Money -- A Catholic Perspective" (Our Sunday Visitor), Jeffrey explores why so many faithful Catholics struggle daily with concerns about their material well-being.

As a development consultant, Jeffrey has discussed tithing and donating to the Church with everyone from suburban mothers concerned with balancing their household budgets to business tycoons wrestling with just how much they can afford to donate to their parish. What he has found is that people from all backgrounds and from all tax brackets worry about their financial situation in one way or another. And while it would seem that simply having more money would help ease our worries, he says that this is often not the case.

Among the many incidents he shares in his book, Jeffery said that one in particular stands out to him: "I gave an example in the book of a gentleman who made a $100,000 pledge to his daughter's Catholic high school. Then he leaned forward, and with a very grave face, said to me, 'If my wife finds out, you guys aren't going to get a dime.'"

Taken aback, Jeffrey said he wasn't sure if the man was kidding or very serious: "He sat back in the chair [...] and he got very reflective. And he said, 'My wife doesn't understand that we've got enough money to last several lifetimes.' It just struck me: here was a woman married to a guy at the pinnacle of corporate success and no matter how he tried to reassure his wife, he couldn't." Jeffrey noted that, while it may be difficult to understand, this fear is actually very common.

A journey

"This experience got me thinking," the author continued, "that there's got to be something else at play here other than the amount of wealth. There are a lot of books on the market that try to address that issue of bringing our spending into line with our income […] and, in a way, that's good. But where [they] fail to go far enough is helping people realize that once they get their household budget balanced and once they get a little bit of money saved in the bank, don't immediately assume that that alone is going to solve this overwhelming anxiety that some people continually feel about money."

Compared to other books on the market, Jeffrey's book is different in that it leads the reader on a journey to reflect on one's financial situation, including one's overall trust in and relationship with God. "I actually wanted to title the book 'Why Enough is Never Enough: Making Peace with God and Money.' I thought that would have been a more accurate title but my editor didn't think so, that's why I ended up with the longest subtitle in the world," he said with a laugh.

Jeffrey acknowledges that one's financial situation can be a difficult subject to talk about, even with one's spouse. For that reason, each chapter in the book concludes with several reflection points that aim to help stimulate those important conversations. He said that he hopes these discussion points will allow true feelings, and possibly some fears, come to light.

"Once you start talking about money, part of your interior life [becomes exposed]," Jeffrey commented. "It's hard to discuss our financial situation because it opens the door to […] other areas of life. That's my premise; whether it's true or not, I'll leave that up to the reader to determine."

Jeffrey told ZENIT that even the strongest Catholics have trouble letting go of their money concerns: "It's one thing to sit in Mass and hear a sermon about trust in God; [but] when you really have to put that into practice […] that's where it becomes really hard."

He referred to the story found in Luke's Gospel (Luke 18:18-24) in which a young man asks Jesus what he needs to do to gain eternal life. When Jesus responds that the man should sell all his possessions, give his wealth to the poor and follow Jesus, the man goes away sad.

Walking the walk

He explains that in his visits to parishes all over the country, he continually encounters the same types of people: "It's like they've attained everything […] they're great members of the Church, they're spiritually on fire for the Lord; but they haven't been able to take that one final step of saying to the Lord, 'Ok, I know you'll take care of me if I give away even some small portion of my assets.' It's so sad to see; but it's hard and the thing is, I place no judgment on those people, whatsoever, because the hardest part about writing this book was having to take my own advice."

Jeffrey shared how he struggled with accepting God's providence at work in his own life.

He is very honest in sharing how it was his wife who led him down the path to having a greater trust in God when it came to his family's finances. In his book he shares several examples of how his trust in God was answered speedily once he finally took the steps toward giving of himself.

Another issue that Jeffrey takes on in his book is the commonly, but unjustly, held belief that wealth equates greed. "That attitude bothers me, because fundamentally it's an injustice rooted in prejudice against the wealthy. And all prejudice I find repugnant."

Jeffrey adds that, throughout his career, he has worked with a lot of wealthy people and feels he has a more well-rounded view of the wealthy: "This is not to say that there are not greedy people; there are greedy people […] I've worked for plenty of them. But to take this broad brushstroke to say anybody who has attained success in business must have gotten there because they're greedy is just hogwash.

"But here's the thing," he adds, "as long as there is a common belief that only the rich have to deal with greed, 95% of us have excused ourselves from self-reflection. That's why it's so dangerous."

"Why Enough is Never Enough": https://catalog.osv.com/Catalog.aspx?SimpleDisplay=true&ProductCode=T1064
Two Penny Offering 

https://thoughts-about-god.com/blog/jf_two-penny-offering/  
By John Fischer, June 23, 2011
Serving and giving are two verbs that describe the essence of the Christian life. I wish this weren't true because I have trouble with both of these. Serving is something I have expected others to do for me, and giving is something I often put off until I have more. My warped thinking goes something like this: When I have enough to spare, I will be more than happy to be a generous person. You will never have seen such a generous person! In fact, I will break the bank on generosity -- just you wait and see -- as long as I have enough left over for my needs. And since I rarely have enough for my own needs that means I don't have to worry about this giving stuff.

Right about now, some of you are thinking that I'm not a very spiritual guy. Well, I don't know about how spiritual I am; I'm just being honest. This idea of characterizing my life by giving and serving is hard. It's not an easy thing to serve and give when you are thinking about yourself all the time.

Jesus went over to the collection box in the Temple and sat and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts. Then a poor widow came and dropped in two pennies. He called his disciples to him and said, "I assure you, this poor widow has given more than all the others have given. For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has." Mark 12:41-44 (NLT)

This widow blows a big hole in my excuse theory, doesn't she? She simply gave what she had. She wasn't waiting for anything. Actually, according to Jesus, giving and receiving works opposite to what we naturally think. We think, "Once I receive, I will start giving." Jesus always said, "Give and you will receive. Be faithful with the little that you have and I will give you more."

A widow once brought a paltry little offering to the temple, but in Jesus' economy, she out gave the wealthy, because she gave all she had.

Lord, make the subject of my thinking someone other than me for a change. Make me aware of others. Help me to think about those around me before I think of myself. And help me to learn to give, not like the great philanthropists whose wealth I so often envy, but like this poor widow, who, according to you, knew the true measure of giving.

Question: What are some ways that you can encourage yourself to give more freely?

The trial of Pastor Jones
http://www.truthorfables.com/Tithe_Trial_P_Jones.htm 

Judge: Mr. Jones you have been charged with multiple counts of extortion. Your crime spree covers 20 years and thousands of victims. You have defrauded people out of their money with fear and manipulation, telling them they had to tithe 10% of their income to your church and that God would bless them if they did. You also told them that if they didn't tithe God would curse them. How do you plead?
Mr. Jones: I plead not guilty your Honor, I have done nothing wrong. I have only preached what the Bible says. In the Bible Abraham tithed to Melchizedek and God blessed him for his faithful giving. The Bible even says he was rich in silver and gold. 
Judge: Is it not true, Mr. Jones, that in Genesis chapter 13 verse 2 the Bible says Abraham was rich with livestock, silver and gold?
Mr. Jones: Yes, you are exactly right, that's what I just told you.
Judge: Ok, we read about Abraham being a rich man in chapter 13 but it is not until Genesis chapter 14 that we read about Abraham's tithe to Melchizedek. So Abraham was already a rich man before he tithed to Melchizedek, wasn't he?
Mr. Jones: Yes, I suppose you are right.
Judge: So his riches were not the result of his tithe to Melchizedek?
Mr. Jones: No.
Judge: Mr. Jones, you also say God blessed him for his faithful giving. How many times is it recorded that Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek?
Mr. Jones: Well, just once.
Judge: So the Bible never said that he gave week after week?
Mr. Jones: No it does not.
Judge: Where did Abraham get the things that he gave to Melchizedek?
Mr. Jones: Well the Bible says it was from the plunders of war?
Judge: So you are telling me that he gave from the plunders of war?
Mr. Jones: Yes that's what the Bible says.
Judge: So he basically took things that were not really his in the first place and gave them as the tithe?
Mr. Jones: That is what the scripture seems to indicate.
Judge: Is it recorded that he ever took anything from his own possessions
and tithed them to Melchizedek or anyone else?
Mr. Jones: I guess not
Judge: You guess not, you are a Pastor and you are only guessing, is it or is it not written that he ever gave any of his own possessions as a tithe to anyone?
Mr. Jones: No it is not written anywhere that I have seen.
Judge: Is it recorded as to what exactly Abraham did give Melchizedek?
Mr. Jones: I believe it says plunder?
Judge: So plunder could be any number of things?
Mr. Jones: Yes, I suppose
Judge: It could have been food, cattle, sheep, the people's possessions or any number of things. It does not say it was all money correct?
Mr. Jones: Yes you are correct; it does not say just money
Judge: As a matter of fact money is never mentioned in that account at all
is that correct Mr. Jones?
Mr. Jones: Yes your Honor, money is never mentioned just goods and food and people.
Judge: So there is no way you can say with any certainty that Abraham in fact gave Melchizedek any money at all?
Mr. Jones: That is right.
Judge: I only have one last question for you Mr. Jones; did God command Abraham to give this plunder tithe to Melchizedek?
Mr. Jones: No, it appears that he did this voluntarily.
Judge: So are you trying to tell me that because of this voluntary, one time gift by Abraham, that may not have even consisted of money, all Christians everywhere are obligated to bring 10% of their weekly paycheck to a local church?
Judge: Considering all the evidence I would say you are beyond any shadow of a doubt guilty of deliberately trying to make the scriptures says things they have not said for financial gain. 
Mr. Jones: Ok your Honor, I can see how foolish I was to try and use the story of Melchizedek to try and get the people to tithe money. But there are many other verses that will support my belief on tithing. Jacob said he would give God 10% of everything. I think we should follow his example. 
Judge: Let's see what Jacob said. Please read the verse you are talking about for me Mr. Jones.
Mr. Jones: In Genesis chapter 28 starting at verse 20 it says. Jacob vowed a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and clothing to put on, so that I come again to my father's house in peace, and Yahweh will be my God, then this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, will be God's house. Of all that you will give me I will surely give the tenth to you." 
Judge: You said we should follow Jacobs's example, is that right Mr. Jones?
Mr. Jones: Yes that is right, he vowed to give a tenth and we should too.
Judge: Let me point out one thing for you Mr. Jones, Jacob said he would Give God a tenth, ONLY if He blessed him first. So as you said previously, we should follow Jacob's example and tell God that we will only give him a tenth if he blesses us first. Is that right?
Mr. Jones: That is not what I meant.
Judge: What did you mean then?
Mr. Jones: That we should give God a tenth also.
Judge: There you go again, trying to make the scripture say what you want it to say for your benefit. I would also like you to tell me the scriptures that say that Jacob kept his vow with God. I would also like to know where he gave the tenth to because there was no temple or Levites to give it to at that time.
Mr. Jones: I cannot think of any scriptures that say where or if he ever tithed after his vow. 
Judge: It seems fairly obvious to me that Jacob made a voluntary and conditional vow to God. This in no way can be used as a reason to demand others to bring their income to you or any other place.
Mr. Jones: I do have a few more scriptures that I believe will show that we are supposed to tithe.
Judge: You have not said anything yet to convince me one little bit that people are obligated to tithe money to the local churches and that you were justified in what you were doing. You have taken scripture and misapplied it to your beliefs and for your gain. But in order to be fair to you I will allow you to present more evidence.
Mr. Jones: In the book of Malachi chapter 3, verse 8-10, it says, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, in what have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now with this, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 
So you see your Honor, we are commanded to bring the tithes into the storehouse or God will curse us.
Judge: Answer me this Mr. Jones; were you aware that God never required anyone to tithe money?
Mr. Jones: No I didn't know that.
Judge: The tithe spoken of here was always edible products never money. 
Mr. Jones: well your Honor that is because they didn't have money at the time so God had them tithe food instead.
Judge: Not true, money is first mentioned in Genesis and Malachi was written hundreds of years later. God had them bring food in so that the Levites, the fatherless and widows may eat and be satisfied. The tithe was used mainly to take care of people. Also notice it says in the verse you quoted, that there may be food in my house. How do you completely overlook the word food in those verses?
Mr. Jones: I don't know
Judge: I also want you to know that these verses speak to people under the Old Testament law. As you may or may not know Jesus fulfilled the law, it is no longer binding. Tithing was part of that law that has been abolished.
Judge: Once again you have tried to completely take a scripture out of context and apply it to others for your benefit. Can you give me a single scripture where God changed the tithe from food to money?
Mr. Jones: I do not know of any.
Judge: So if God never changed it from food to money who did?
Mr. Jones: Man must have.
Judge: So far all you have done Mr. Jones is take Old Testament scriptures out of context and try to apply it to believers under the New Covenant. Is this all the proof you have?
Mr. Jones: I do have a New Testament scripture that will show that Jesus told us to tithe.
Judge: Ok let me hear it.
Mr. Jones: Jesus said in Matthew 23:23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and faith. But you ought to have done these, and not to have left the other undone. See Jesus said we should be tithing.
Judge: Let me ask you a question, who was Jesus talking to?
Mr. Jones: The scripture says the scribes and Pharisees.
Judge: Are you a scribe or Pharisee?
Mr. Jones: Of course not.
Judge: Jesus also said in that passage, you have left undone the weightier matters of the law. Are we under the law Mr. Jones?
Mr. Jones: No.
Judge: Why not?
Mr. Jones: Because Jesus fulfilled it.
Judge: When did Jesus fulfill the law?
Mr. Jones: When He was crucified.
Judge: So the law was still in effect until Jesus death?
Mr. Jones: That is correct.
Judge: I think you know where I am going with this don't you?
Mr. Jones: Yes your Honor. Since Jesus had not yet been crucified and the law was still binding the Pharisees were required to tithe because it was part of the law. Once the law ended, tithing ended also.
Judge: I want you to take a look at that verse again. Also tell me, what were they tithing?
Mr. Jones: The scripture says it was mint, dill and cumin.
Judge: Is money mentioned?
Mr. Jones: No it was not.
Judge: Once again it was edible products that they were tithing, not money. Do you have anything else you would like to say?
Mr. Jones: If people only tithed edible products like the scripture says, then how would the church survive? We have our mortgage payment, utility bills, my salary and a host of other things that we have to pay each week. We depend on the money from the people.
Judge: The need does not justify the means. In other words, just because you have all these debts does not give you the right to twist and manipulate scripture and cause people to give under fear of being cursed by God to meet your needs. In closing, let me recap a few things for you Mr. Jones. 
The tithe was never money; the tithe was an Old Testament law, which is no longer binding. When it was binding the tithe was used to take care of people, not buildings. We are under a new covenant now. Paul instructs the Corinthian believers how they are to give. He says in second Corinthians chapter 9 verse 7, Let each man give according as he has determined in his heart; not grudgingly, or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
So each believer is supposed to give as he or she has determined in his or her heart. If you are trying to make people give under the threat of being cursed or any other reason you are wrong. Someone cannot give cheerfully if they are being forced to give. If your church can not survive on freewill offerings maybe God is not part of your church at all.
Mr. Jones: I never realized all these things, I have always been taught that we had to tithe money to the local church and that is what I have always taught. I can see now that I was completely wrong. I did not study the scripture for myself, I only took man’s word for it. Yes I am guilty. I will not teach this error anymore. I plead guilty, your honor.
Judge: Mr. Jones, I can see that you done this in ignorance and are repentant, this court will not hold you accountable. It is your responsibility to know the truth. I would advise you and everyone else in this courtroom to really start studying the Bible and seeking God on the subject of tithing and your eyes will be open. Do not just take man’s word any longer. Start seeking God as to how and where He would have you give. Court adjourned.

Breakfast at McDonald's

http://www.thefreepressonline.co.uk/news/1/1024.htm 
March 31, 2008 (Read with caution -Michael)
We were sent an email which many readers may have received. It is typical of several heart-rending tales going round on the Internet that sound Christian, but are not. Some of us need a crash course in discernment, so here goes – the email ‘Breakfast at McDonald’s’ followed by our comments on it. You may think we are being too critical, but actually the Bible urges us to analyze, test and review things objectively, and that gives God glory, because that way we get to the truth. Here is the email just as we received it: Breakfast at McDonald's:

I am a mother of three (ages 14, 12, 3) and have recently completed my college degree. 
The last class I had to take was Sociology. 
The teacher was absolutely inspiring with the qualities that I wish every human being had been graced with. 
Her last project of the term was called, 'Smile.' 
The class was asked to go out and smile at three people and document their reactions.  
I am a very friendly person and always smile at everyone and say hello anyway. So, I thought this would be a piece of cake, Literally. 
Soon after we were assigned the project, my husband, youngest son, and I went out to McDonald's one crisp March morning. 
It was just our way of sharing special playtime with our son. 
We were standing in line, waiting to be served, when all of a sudden everyone around us began to back away, and then 
Even my husband did. 
I did not move an inch.... An overwhelming feeling of panic welled up inside of me as I turned to see why they had moved. 
As I turned around I smelled a horrible 'dirty body' smell, and there standing behind me were two poor homeless men. 
As I looked down at the short gentleman, close to me, he was 'smiling' 
His beautiful sky blue eyes were full of God's Light as he searched for acceptance.. 
He said, 'Good day' as he counted the few coins he had been clutching.
The second man fumbled with his hands as he stood behind his friend. I realized the second man was mentally challenged and the blue-eyed gentleman was his salvation. 
I held my tears as I stood there with them. 
The young lady at the counter asked him what they wanted. 
He said, 'Coffee is all Miss' because that was all they could afford... (If they wanted to sit in the restaurant and warm up, they had to buy something. He just wanted to be warm). 
Then I really felt it - the compulsion was so great I almost reached out and embraced the little man with the blue eyes. 
That is when I noticed all eyes in the restaurant were set on me, judging my every action. 
I smiled and asked the young lady behind the counter to give me two more breakfast meals on a separate tray. 
I then walked around the corner to the table that the men had chosen as a resting spot. I put the tray on the table and laid my hand on the blue-eyed gentleman's cold hand. 
He looked up at me, with tears in his eyes, and said, 'Thank you.' 
I leaned over, began to pat his hand and said, 'I did not do this for you... God is here working through me to give you hope.' 
I started to cry as I walked away to join my husband and son. When I sat down my husband smiled at me and said, 'That is why God gave you to me, Honey, to give me hope...' 
We held hands for a moment and at that time, we knew that only because of the Grace that we had been given were we able to give. 
We are not church goers, but we are believers... 
That day showed me the pure Light of God's sweet love. 
I returned to college, on the last evening of class, with this story in hand. I turned in 'my project' and the instructor read it. 
Then she looked up at me and said, 'Can I share this?' 
I slowly nodded as she got the attention of the class. 
She began to read and that is when I knew that we as human beings and being part of God share this need to heal people and to be healed. 
In my own way I had touched the people at McDonald's, my son, the instructor, and every soul that shared the classroom on the last night I spent as a college student. 
I graduated with one of the biggest lessons I would ever learn: 
UNCONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE. 
LOVE PEOPLE AND USE THINGS - NOT LOVE THINGS AND USE PEOPLE. 
Then there follows some bit of rubbish about angels and having our wishes granted if we forward the email on to our friends. My comments on ‘Breakfast at McDonald’s’: Above is the story we were sent. Reading it, I started to get tears in my eyes, but then thought - hang on, something's not right here, and read it again. If it is a true story, this lady had a soft heart, but a muddled brain. It is great that she helped two needy people and bought them breakfast, but no way are we 'part of God'. God is a spirit. He does not need any 'parts'. He is the Creator. We are His creations, quite separate from Him. To say we are ‘part of God’ is pantheism – the false teaching that everything is part of God. This is an evil teaching hidden in a soft story. The writer also says she is a believer - in what or whom? No mention of the Lord Jesus! Lots of people say they believe in God, but they never mention Jesus. Jesus, on the other hand, said: 'No one comes to the Father except through Me.' If the writer was not committed fully to Jesus Christ, she does not know God at all. Then she mentions angels and calls them 'she'. Angels are not feminine. They are always spoken of as male in the Bible. 
The only two good angels who are named in scripture are Michael and Gabriel. I can't think of any others. The Catholic Church invented one, Raphael, but he's not in the Bible. There are two bad ones named, Satan and Abaddon (destroyer), also male. Also the woman in the story says she is a believer, but not a church goer. I know a lot of people like this, but I doubt that they are believers at all. If they were, they would know that the Bible warns against ‘forsaking the assembling of ourselves together’. If this woman was a real believer in the Lord Jesus, He would be her Good Shepherd. She would be one of His sheep, and that means she would be relating to some other sheep; she would be one of a flock. Otherwise she might be a lone wolf, not a sheep at all. I am really wary of nice stories about 'God'. Which 'God' do they mean? Some New Age version of God? Allah? If they mean the true God, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, why don't they say so? That is the way to identify the real God. The Lord Jesus told us the main hallmark of the end times is deception. And Satan comes as an angel of light. The story sounds good, showing love to homeless people, but then it sneaks in some really bad theology. And it completely lets Jesus out of the picture, giving Him no glory at all. At the end of the story, the email continued with a promise that if you made a wish and sent the story to your friends, your wish would definitely come true, and the more people you forwarded it to, the quicker your wish would be granted. It did not say who would grant your wish….. This is not Christian. Christians ask the Father, who supplies all our needs, and we ask in the Name of Jesus. We do not have to forward emails to manipulate Him to give us what we want. He knows what we need before we even ask. I see another hand than His behind this, so this is one email I will certainly not be forwarding to anyone. I only reprint it here to warn Christians and urge people to be more discerning. This reminded me of the chain letters which used to be go round. I didn’t like those, and I don’t like this email version. It made me wonder if someone somewhere might be building up a database of people who receive this email. The writer of this email story should carefully consider her eternal destiny. The Lord Jesus said there was only one way to Heaven, and He is it. Smiling won’t cut it. Good works are like filthy rags, according to Paul in Romans Chapter 3. The one and only thing that wins the great prize of eternal life is trusting in the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. So, dear readers, be of good cheer. Bin the email, but look up, for we are definitely in those deceptive end times, and that means the Lord is coming back soon! –Pat Franklin

Spanish Priests Asked to Tithe - Bishops Call Gesture Act of Solidarity
https://zenit.org/articles/spanish-priests-asked-to-tithe/  
Madrid, Spain, April 9, 2009
The priests of Spain are being asked to give up a little something extra this Holy Week: 10% of their salary. Bishop Ángel Rubio Castro of Segovia made the request Monday to some 120 priests of his diocese, suggesting they donate a part of their May salary to the local Caritas chapter. He said the gesture would be "a mark of charity which the Lord demands of us in the celebration of the Eucharist."
The bishop also explained that the global economic downturn has left many unemployed, and needing assistance. It is predicted that the number of unemployed in Spain will reach 4 million by the end of 2009.
The newspaper El Adelantado de Segovia reported the suggestion has been received positively by the diocesan priests.
Diocesan priests in Spain receive between Euro 600 ($789) to Euro 800 ($1,052) a month, while bishops receive around Euro 900 ($1,184).
Archbishop Francisco Pérez González of Pamplona and Tudela, and Bishop Francisco Cerro Chaves of Coria-Caceres, made similar suggestions to the priests in their dioceses.  
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