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Latin Mass, Church traditions bring boom in vocations for US order of nuns
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/latin-mass-church-traditions-bring-boom-in-vocations-for-us-order-of-nuns 

By Drew Belsky, Fairfield, Pennsylvania, August 13, 2019
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In an age where religious professions are in decline, especially in the United States, one order is looking back in time to buck the trend. The Discalced Carmelites have turned from the modern Church’s reforms of the 1960s and embraced ancient traditions – particularly the traditional Latin Mass. Now their order is booming, with multiple at-capacity monasteries dotting the eastern U.S.
Since 2000, the Carmelites have been faced with the sort of challenge many religious orders pine for: a boom in vocations. In that year, the nuns moved into the monastery at Elysburg, Pennsylvania from their original home in Nebraska, which they soon outgrew. They were thus granted permission to take over another declining Carmelite monastery, the Carmel of St. Joseph and St. Anne, in Philadelphia — and filled that one with vocations as well. So finally, with the community having overflowed its lodgings twice, the Carmelites received permission last summer from His Excellency Ronald Gainer, bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg, to expand operations again, this time constructing a new monastery from the ground up.

That’s how the Carmel at Fairfield, still under construction but already in operation, was born.
Women interested in a life with the cloistered Carmelites must meet a number of qualifications. Postulants need a high school education and to be in good health, coming in at an age range of 17 to their late twenties — though Mother Stella-Marie of Jesus, who heads the Fairfield monastery, told LifeSiteNews that inquirers tend to be between 17 and 24.

Currently, the monastery at Fairfield has ten professed members, with more on the way from around the globe, including as far as Sweden. 

The cloistered nuns at the Carmel in Fairfield close themselves off from the world and devote the rest of their lives to strict silence, arduous labor, and prayer. Once they profess their vows, their faces may not be seen in photographs until after they die. When LifeSiteNews traveled to Pennsylvania to profile the monastery, Mother Stella gave her interview from behind a heavy grate – the same grate through which the Carmelites are permitted to speak to their family members a single time per year.

“I think the young women are drawn to beauty in the liturgy. They know that if God exists, if God is on our altars, if God is within the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, then He needs to be worshiped as He deserves: with beauty and reverence,” she said of what she thinks draws young women to the Carmelites in particular. “They see that we have that here in our monastery, and they want to be a part of that. They also want something that is authentic, that goes back to the time of our holy mother, St. Teresa.”
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St. Teresa of Avila (1515–1582), whom the Carmelites revere as their patroness, is one of the order’s most distinguished saints. A famous mystic and foundress of many Carmelite houses, she also wrote the famous works The Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle. Pope Gregory XV canonized her in 1622, and Pope Paul VI declared her a doctor of the Church in 1970.
“One of the unique aspects of our monastery,” Mother Stella elaborated, “is that we do have the extraordinary form of the Mass. We also have the traditional Divine Office. We pray the Office in Latin. We have permission also to pray the traditional form of the Carmelite Office, and young women are very much drawn to that.”

The Carmelites had always had the Latin Mass up until the Second Vatican Council, Mother Stella told LifeSiteNews, so the transition back to form was “like hand in glove.” She said, “As soon as we took on the extraordinary form of the Mass and we returned to the traditional Carmelite rite, just everything made sense. All of our customs — we understood why we had them, because they all flowed from the liturgy, whereas before that, there had been a disconnect there.”

Re-embracing the traditional Mass, Mother Stella explained, effected a “complete explosion of grace and joy for the sisters.” The nuns switched from the Novus Ordo in 2000, “and ever since then, we’ve had a great increase in vocations, and the spirit of the community has been one of joy and growth in the spiritual life.”
With the Church’s ancient liturgy and traditions now firmly ensconced in the order, “young women are writing, are knocking at the door to enter,” said Mother Stella. “The growth is very clear and very palpable.”

Nor should the Latin Mass remain confined to the monasteries, Mother Stella insisted. On the contrary, “it should flow out into the world. And it starts with the monasteries, and then it will flow out to families, and even to the parish life also.”

Per their website, the Fairfield Carmelites “are building a monastery to last the ages.” The project comprises only “authentic materials” — “stone masonry, timber framing, slate, plaster, and reclaimed wood for flooring.” Justin Money, a skilled stonemason and the project’s supervisor, explained to LifeSiteNews that the techniques involved in the monastery’s construction are meant to last centuries. They also take a long time.
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“There are very few modern innovations that are able to speed up our work here,” Money said. “Every stone has to be individually selected, shaped, and placed on the wall. That essential act of choosing the next stone, dressing it, and fitting it in — we’re doing the exact same thing that people did when they were building Notre Dame.” 

The painstaking nature of the construction makes for a good parallel to the ancient liturgies and customs that will fill the monastery when it’s finished. The buildings’ endurance speaks to the rootedness of Catholics and their traditions in the land, spanning generations of continuous, unbroken worship.

“This is the first of hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions of stones,” Money explained, “that stonemasons will lay on this monastery long after I’m dead. What a privilege to be there at the start, to be part of a vision that is going to continue well past my lifetime. I hope that my grandchildren, my great-great-grandchildren will come to this monastery long after I’m gone and say, you know, ‘Our great-grandpa played a part in this.’”

Mother Stella did not mince words regarding the importance of the contemplative orders. She told LifeSiteNews that the Carmelites follow the example set forth by Christ in chasing a demon from a possessed child whom His disciples could not cure. In Matthew 17:21, Christ admonishes his followers, saying, “[T]his kind is not cast out but by prayer and fasting.”

“Here our Lord was extolling the monastic life,” Mother Stella explained. “Young women know that there are certain evils out in the world that can only be healed in this way — just through prayer and through fasting.”

In the Body of Christ, Mother Stella declared, “the missionaries are the hands and the feet, and they do all the very hard manual labor — but they could never do what they do without the heart. And the heart of the Church is the contemplative life.”
What, LifeSite asked, would happen if the contemplative orders were to vanish, as, indeed, many orders today are? Mother Stella responded from behind the grate: “I think that there would be a complete collapse of the faith throughout the whole world if there wouldn’t be the contemplative monasteries to be praying for those out in the world who are striving to convert souls to Christ. It would be absolutely impossible.”
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Where the Latin Mass is, vocations flourish, Catholic marriages flourish, and large solid Catholic families are found. The SSPX seminary is flourishing in Virginia. I find the Tridentine Mass to be more fruitful for Daily Mass attendance. Rome should realize that the Vatican II experiment failed.
They do realize it, and that is why they are trying stop it. Those in the Vatican are trying to destroy Tradition they hate it just like they seem by their actions to hate the Church. I agree Vatican II was a failure I have lived through it and by the grace of GOD I attended my first Tridentine Mass in 2009, thank you GOD!!!

Of course traditional orders, and Latin Mass attendances, are growing - people want a truly committed, mysterious, other-worldly, encounter with Christ and the Kingdom of Heaven with hope for eternity; not a mundane, ambiguous imitation of this man-made world, viewing Christ as merely a buddy to 'accompany' us in our sin and hopelessness.
Vatican II and the modernism that led to it have successfully ushered in this world's rejection of God, morality and loss of eternal hope. Only within the traditional faith of the Church can that hope be restored.

I’ve always felt very connected to the Carmelite order. I tend to be very much on the contemplative and reflective side. This order’s roots go all the way back to Mount Carmel where they originally formed and took on the model of the prophet Elijah. One of the most famous Carmelites is St. John of the Cross. If any here haven’t read “Dark Night of the Soul" – do so. I believe that no human being could have written this book without being under the control of the Holy Spirit.
Bergoglio has said on more than one occasion that he gets "worried" when he sees traditional religious orders with abundant vocations because it indicates a "sickness" and a "rigidity" and a desire for "certainty in all things".
How 'bout that! What was once considered to be a sign of Divine blessing is considered by the present occupant of Peter's Chair to be a sickness. That's how it is in the church of the Argentinian Apostate. Day is night, up is down and white is black.
My great fear is that Francis will crush the traditional Carmelites, Benedictines, and orders like the FSSP. Bergoglio hates the TLM, and everyone who draws nourishment from it.

I pray that the good Bishop continues to protect them, from those in the church who would destroy this order. Let’s pray that they don't receive one of those visitations from Rome from some bossy prelate or worse still some habit-less nun.

So encouraged to read this. The English martyrs gave their lives to preserve this Mass. Why, in heaven's name would we opt for the updated Protestant Novus Ordo version of the same vernacular (read a million translations into a million languages) hodge-podge of confusion?
The TRUTH is in the Latin Mass it is immutable as GOD is. It is our Heaven on Earth the only thing that keeps me fighting. May GOD bless the Carmelite's Please pray for us out here who continue to fight the battles. Pray for Our Lady of America that her wishes be done and for her promise to Sr. Mary Neuzil that there will be greater miracles than at Lourdes but these will be of the Spirit if her wishes are heeded and she be processed into the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC.

This Carmelite community is transforming the entire Diocese of Harrisburg with their holiness and fidelity to Christ and His Church. Their prayers have seen a northern and southern Carmel AND two Latin Mass Communities in the diocese be founded and grow substantially since their arrival. The FSSP apostolate in downtown Harrisburg and a diocesan TLM community - www.lancasterlatinmass.com in downtown Lancaster have both benefited from the intense prayers of the Carmelite sisters. This relatively small diocese also has a TLM hermitage that was recently founded.
These nuns came as young women to our diocese just as the last Novus Ordo Carmelites were heading for Assisted Living and it seemed all contemplative life would be snuffed out for lack of interest and vocations. Now they have restored one monastery here and founded another and still had enough sisters to rescue the Philadelphia Carmel who had succumbed to the same problems that prompted the sisters’ original visit to the Diocese of Harrisburg.

In fact, the author could write another whole article just on the positive impact of this community in the diocese alone! Last weekend, Cardinal Burke ordained a new Carmelite hermit in the diocesan Cathedral in the traditional rite with the bishop sitting in choir! This would have been unthinkable even a decade ago. Deo gratias!

The boom in Carmelite vocations is tremendous: we had two ladies in our parish go to their monasteries to test their vocations. Neither was able to stay, unfortunately. They probably would make good nuns, but not Carmelite nuns. This shows one missing piece of the puzzle for those testing a vocation: Extraordinary Form Active nuns, who live in society. Men can be anything from Carmelites to Oblates, to priests, but women do not yet have the full range of vocations available. God willing, they soon will, and the boom in vocations from those preferring the Extraordinary Form will continue to grow.

They'd better keep their heads down or Francis will send another modernist nun to "decommission" them for "praying too much".

Just a clarification, the sisters did not leave their original Carmel in Nebraska, it is still alive and thriving well. They outgrew it several times over.
It is certainly wonderful that new religious communities are finding an anchor on which to thrive in the last residual of the Church's marvelous patrimony, the Roman Rite of the Mass as it was up until the dissolution promoted during and after Vatican II.
As for the Carmelites, to my knowledge there is only one community that espouses what Saints John of the Cross and Teresa wanted for their Order, a strict adherence to the ancient Carmelite Rite. That community is the Carmelite Hermits in Wyoming.

Hopefully, in the future all authentic Carmelites of the Reform will return to the ancient Carmelite liturgy, which was prevalent even past the death of St. Theresa and up until a few years before St. John of the Cross died, when secular priests who had joined the Reform managed to gain dominant influence and mandate that the Order henceforward adhere to the Roman Rite alone.
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Dear Michael, In an age where religious professions are in decline, especially in the United States, one order is looking back in time to buck the trend.  

The Discalced Carmelites have turned from the modern Church’s reforms of the 1960s and embraced ancient traditions – particularly the traditional Latin Mass. Now their order is booming, with multiple at-capacity monasteries dotting the eastern U.S.

LifeSiteNews had the rare opportunity to conduct an off-camera interview with Mother Stella-Marie of the Discalced Carmelites. Mother Stella-Marie credits the explosion of the order with the embracing of the traditional Latin Mass: 

“We were encouraged to embrace the Traditional Latin Mass and so it just fits like hand in glove. As soon as we took on the extraordinary form of the Mass and we returned to the traditional Carmelite rite, just everything made sense. All of our customs — we understood why we had them, because they all flowed from the liturgy, whereas before that, there had been a disconnect there.”

Since 2000 when they shifted to celebrating the Latin Mass, the Carmelites have been faced with the sort of challenge many religious orders pine for: a boom in vocations.

The nuns have outgrown three monasteries since 2000 and are now constructing a new monastery in Fairfield, Pennsylvania from the ground up. 

The cloistered nuns at the Carmel in Fairfield close themselves off from the world and devote the rest of their lives to strict silence, arduous labor, and prayer. 

In the Body of Christ, Mother Stella declared, “the missionaries are the hands and the feet, and they do all the very hard manual labor — but they could never do what they do without the heart. And the heart of the Church is the contemplative life.”

What, LifeSite asked, would happen if the contemplative orders were to vanish, as, indeed, many orders today are? Mother Stella responded from behind the grate: “I think that there would be a complete collapse of the faith throughout the whole world if there wouldn’t be the contemplative monasteries to be praying for those out in the world who are striving to convert souls to Christ. It would be absolutely impossible.”

We must continue to pray for the Church and all our religious. The booming of such traditional orders is an encouragement to all of us to look to the beauty of tradition during these trying times as a Church. 

God bless,

John-Henry Westen

Co-Founder

LifeSiteNews.com
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRIDENTINE_LATIN_MASS-PERMITTED_BY_ARCHBISHOP_OF_MADRAS-MYLAPORE.doc
TWELVE REASONS NOT TO PREFER THE NOVUS ORDO

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWELVE_REASONS_NOT_TO_PREFER_THE_NOVUS_ORDO.doc
VIDEO-THE ETERNAL BEAUTY OF THE TRADITIONAL TRIDENTINE LATIN RITE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIDEO-THE_ETERNAL_BEAUTY_OF_THE_TRADITIONAL_TRIDENTINE_LATIN_RITE_MASS.doc
VIDEO FOR THOSE UNFAMILIAR WITH THE LATIN MASS OR OUR TRADITIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VIDEO_FOR_THOSE_UNFAMILIAR_WITH_THE_LATIN_MASS_OR_OUR_TRADITIONS.doc
WHAT ARE THE BEST ARGUMENTS THEY HAVE IN FAVOR OF THE NOVUS ORDO 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_ARE_THE_BEST_ARGUMENTS_THEY_HAVE_IN_FAVOR_OF_THE_NOVUS_ORDO.doc
WHEN WILL CATHOLIC TV CHARACTERS EMBRACE TRADITION? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHEN_WILL_CATHOLIC_TV_CHARACTERS_EMBRACE_TRADITION.doc  

WHY I NOW AVOID THE NOVUS ORDO MASS AND ATTEND THE TRIDENTINE MASS-MICHAEL PRABHU 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_NOW_AVOID_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS_AND_ATTEND_THE_TRIDENTINE_MASS-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
WHY THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW THE LATIN MASS HELPED ME DISCERN MY VOCATION 01 MARY DONELLAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_THE_LATIN_MASS_HELPED_ME_DISCERN_MY_VOCATION_01.doc
TESTIMONY-THE LATIN MASS HAS MADE ME A BETTER PRIEST 01 FR. TIMOTHY REID
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_THE_LATIN_MASS_HELPED_ME_DISCERN_MY_VOCATION_01.doc
NBCLC-HARBINGER OF THE INDIAN RITE MASS AND LITURGICAL ABUSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NBCLC-HARBINGER_OF_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_AND_LITURGICAL_ABUSE.doc
THE SQUATTING INDIAN RITE MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SQUATTING_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc 
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS?  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc 
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION AND THE INDIAN RITE MASS ARE ABROGATED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc
1993 TAMIL MISSAL TRANSLATION FRAUD-LAITY WINS COURT CASE AGAINST CHURCH NOVEMBER 2013 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/1993_TAMIL_MISSAL_TRANSLATION_FRAUD-LAITY_WINS_COURT_CASE_AGAINST_CHURCH.doc
1995 TAMIL BIBLE TRANSLATION FRAUD-ALEX BENZIGER 19 JUNE 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/1995_TAMIL_BIBLE_TRANSLATION_FRAUD-ALEX_BENZIGER.doc
COURT RULES THAT MASS IN TAMIL IN CATHOLIC CHURCHES IS INVALID-ALEX BENZIGER 19 JUNE 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COURT_RULES_THAT_MASS_IN_TAMIL_IN_CATHOLIC_CHURCHES_IS_INVALID-ALEX_BENZIGER.doc
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc
THE PAGANIZED CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA-VICTOR J F KULANDAY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PAGANIZED_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_IN_INDIA-VICTOR_J_F_KULANDAY.doc
THE GOLDEN SHEAF-A COLLECTION OF ARTICLES DEALING WITH ECCLESIASTICAL ABERRATIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_GOLDEN_SHEAF-A_COLLECTION_OF_ARTICLES_DEALING_WITH_ECCLESIASTICAL_ABERRATIONS.doc
INCULTURATION OF THE LITURGY AND SACROSANCTUM CONCILIUM-JON ANDERSON-AND MY RESPONSE http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INCULTURATION_OF_THE_LITURGY_AND_SACROSANCTUM_CONCILIUM-JON_ANDERSON-AND_MY_RESPONSE.doc
LOTUS AND THE CROSS-THE HINDUISATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LOTUS_AND_THE_CROSS-THE_HINDUISATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_IN_INDIA.doc
PAGANISATION OF THE LITURGY IN INDIA-C B ANDRADE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAGANISATION_OF_THE_LITURGY_IN_INDIA-C_B_ANDRADE.doc
ECCLESIA DEI-ON THE SOCIETY OF ST. PIUS X (SSPX) JOHN PAUL II JULY 2, 1988
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ECCLESIA_DEI.doc
DECREE REMITTING THE EXCOMMUNICATION LATAE SENTENTIAE OF THE BISHOPS OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PIUS X CONGREGATION FOR BISHOPS JANUARY 21, 2009 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DECREE_REMITTING_THE_EXCOMMUNICATION_LATAE_SENTENTIAE_OF_THE_BISHOPS_OF_THE_SOCIETY_OF_ST_PIUS_X.doc
VATICAN CONFIRMS SSPX WILL GET PERSONAL PRELATURE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VATICAN_CONFIRMS_SSPX_WILL_GET_PERSONAL_PRELATURE.doc
