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MICHAEL PRABHU JULY 16, 2021
 
Uttar Pradesh wants to impose a two-child limit
As his poll numbers slump, Hindu nationalist Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath is promoting population controls as a path for development. People from families with more than four members would be denied public benefits and banned from running for office. Meanwhile, India’s fertility rate is already dropping fast even without such measures.

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Uttar-Pradesh-wants-to-impose-a-two-child-limit-53644.html    

Lucknow, July 14, 2021
Uttar Pradesh wants families to have only two children, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced.
Adityanath is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the same Hindu nationalist party to which India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi belongs.

The two-child policy is included in a bill drafted by the State’s Law Commission. With a population of 220 million, Uttar Pradesh is one of the most populous states in India.

On paper, the bill does not ban having more children; however, it would achieve the same result through a series of indirect measures.

People with more than two children would not be allowed to work in the public sector, obtain promotions, and, above all, could no longer benefit from welfare programmes. Conversely, families of four or fewer members would receive additional economic benefits.

Parents with more than two children would also not be allowed to contest local elections, a rule that is grotesque considering that most of the state legislators called to vote on the bill have more than two children, Scroll.in, an online Indian news publication, reports.

Some observers believe that Adityanath's move is an attempt to divert attention from his government’s poor record ahead of next year’s state election.

The policy of "fewer mouths to feed, less poverty", which has failed elsewhere, appears even more specious considering that India’s birth rate is already dropping without such legislation.

The fertility rate among women aged 15 to 49 was 3.4 children in 1992-1993; according to the 2015-2016 data (the latest available), it was down to 2.2.  According to the National Family Health Survey, the rate is expected to drop to 1.8 children by 2030.

In Uttar Pradesh, according to latest data, the current fertility rate stands at 2.7 children, above the national average, but way down compared to 4.82 in 1992-1993.

For these reason, Adityanath's announcement is proving controversial even among Hindu nationalists. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad, one of the largest Hindutva (nationalist) organisations, is against the bill.

If Uttar Pradesh does adopt the two-child policy, it would not be the first Indian state to do so; others have already such laws on the books with their incentive system.

One of the saddest outcomes of such a policy would be the rise in the scourge of selective abortions.

Uttar Pradesh wants to impose 2-child limit
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=51564  

CWN Editor's Note: The northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh is 80% Hindu and 19% Muslim; only 0.2% of its population is Christian.
“People with more than two children would not be allowed to work in the public sector, obtain promotions, and, above all, could no longer benefit from welfare programs,” according to the report.
[As above]
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	Fwd: U.P.POPULATION BILL
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	Fri, 16 Jul 2021 20:08:38 +0530

	From: 
	chhotebhai Kanpur <noronha.kp@gmail.com>


At the request of Abp. Raphy Manjaly of Agra (Metropolitan for U.P., Uttarakhand and Rajasthan States) I have sent this response to the U.P. Law Commission on the proposed Population Bill. If you are in broad agreement with what I have submitted please also write to the Law Commission at the address provided, and mark a copy to me for my records. 

Also mention if you are holding any designation in some organization and where you are located. Thanks.

chhotebhai

To

The State Law Commission (U.P.)

statelawcommission2018@gmail.com 

16th July 2021

OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED

“The Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilization and Welfare) Bill, 2021”

1. OBJECTION TO NOTIFICATION: The State Law Commission U.P. has issued a “Notification” asking for suggestions/ modifications etc. to the proposed Bill that should be sent to an email id before 19/7/2021. The purported notification begins with the words “I shall be personally thankful to you”. This is in first person, singular. However, the name, designation and address of the person are not mentioned, nor the date of the purported notification. On this ground alone the purported notification is bad in law and should be withdrawn/ re-issued in a legally maintainable manner. Since the purported notification is undated it is impossible to ascertain the window of opportunity afforded to the public to submit their suggestions/ objections etc. It is therefore requested that a fresh notification be issued; duly signed by the designated authority, giving the public at least 60 days notice to submit their replies. A postal address, and not just an email id should be provided, as computer hacking and fake email ids abound.
2. BASIS OF THE EXERCISE: What is the goal or purpose of this exercise? The popular perception is that this is not a social welfare measure, but an astute “surgical strike” to further polarise society on religious lines, by raising the bogey of a burgeoning Muslim population, thereby reaping huge electoral dividends.  For years we have heard the slogans “Hum do hamare do” (We two, our two) in reference to Hindus: and “Unke panch aur pacheese” (They have 5 and twenty five), thereby implying that Muslims have five wives and twenty five children. Prima facie this is absurd, given the skewed sex ratio, even among Muslims. Assuming, without admitting, that Muslims have five wives, then there would also be four Muslim men without wives! Further, is there any empirical evidence to establish that any Muslim family in U.P. has 25 children? It is an absurdity. This is baseless propaganda being used for ulterior motives and vested interests. 

3. CENSUS DATA: Instead of going by alarming and sensational sloganeering, let us objectively look at the official Govt data as available with the Census Commissioner. From pre-Independence times we have had the Census conducted every ten years (decade). The next census is due now in 2021. If indeed the Govt of U.P. is serious about population growth then it should have awaited the findings of the Census 2021 before jumping to conclusions. The best way to assess population growth of various religions is to study the Decadal Growth Rate (DGR), and not just the absolute numbers of the population. Data accessed from the official website of the Census Commissioner shows that the DGR for Hindus in 2001-2011 was 16.76%, as against 19.92% in the previous decade (1991-2001). The corresponding figures for Muslims are 24.6% and 29.5%, showing a dramatic drop of 5 percentage points. According to Prof Devendra Kothari of Population Programme Management, Jaipur, the Muslim DGR for 2011-2021 is projected to drop further to 18.2%, that is six more percentage points, bringing it to almost the same level as the Hindu DGR of 16.76%. Kothari, who has degrees in population sciences from Harvard University USA and the Australian National University, in an article dt 20/11/20, states that in pre-Independence India the Hindu population was 66%. In 2011 it was 79.8% and in 2021 it is projected to go up further to 80.3%. In contrast, in 2011 the Muslims in India were just 14.23%. In U.P., that now directly concerns us, Hindus in 2011 were 79.73%, on par with the national average. So what is the Govt of U.P. alarmed about or afraid of? It is for this reason that Kothari quotes 2019 Economics Nobel Laureate, Prof Abhijit Banerjee, that the “alleged Muslim takeover of India is baseless”. 

4. CHRISTIAN POPULATION: Another bogey that is being bandied about is the alleged mass conversions to Christianity by “missionaries”. However, Census data reveals that the Christian population peaked in 1971 at 2.6% (24 years after the British left) and was down to 2.3% in 2011. Kothari states that this is expected to drop further to 2.25% in 2021. So why the propaganda and tirade against the Christians of India, where Christianity flourished several centuries before it spread to various parts of Europe?
5. SPECIFIC PROVISIONS: Now let us address specific provisions of the Bill. 

a. In I(3) it states that the Bill will “come into force after one year from the date of publication in the Gazette”. This is reasonable.

b. The provision for multiple births in a single pregnancy I(6) is to be appreciated.

c. Chapter II, No 4 on incentives to those adopting the one or two child norm is to be appreciated and encouraged.

d. Chapter II No 7 on special incentives to BPL families is to be appreciated.

e. Chapter II No 8 on Disincentives/ revocation of incentives is highly objectionable and should be withdrawn in toto.   

f. Chapter II No 8(j) on limitation of ration card units to four is inhuman and unjust in these Corona times when unemployment is high, social security is low, inflation is skyrocketing and the economy is in the doldrums. It is a crime to deny rations in such circumstances. It militates against the laws on the right to food.

g. Chapter II No 9 refers to members of Local Bodies only, be they rural or urban. Why this discrepancy? If at all such a provision is to be made it should apply equally to MLAs/ MLCs as well.

h. Chapter II No 10 on bar on applying for government jobs “after the commencement of this Act” is discriminatory, unjust and unfair and should be withdrawn.

i. Chapter II No 11 bars promotion in government service. This too is equally discriminatory and unjust.

j. Chapter II No 12 that bars receiving any kind of Govt subsidy is grossly unfair and inhuman and should be withdrawn.

k. Chapter III No 14 on provisions for adoption is highly appreciated.
l. Chapter III No 15 on provisions for children with disability is appreciated.
m.  Chapter III No 16 on provisions on death of a child is to be appreciated.
n. Chapter III No 17 on pregnancy during commencement of the Act, not being a contravention is again appreciated.
o. Chapter III No 19 on polygamy based on personal law is discussed at great length, giving credence to the belief that this is the actual target of the proposed Bill.

p. Chapter V No 23 on Duties of Government is to be appreciated.
6. LESSONS FROM CHINA: China’s strict one child policy has now become a serious problem with a greying population, forcing the country to now encourage up to three children! In contrast India’s young population has often been described as one of its strengths. Are we jeopardising our strengths for short term political gains? History will not forgive us.
7. CONCLUSION: In the light of the above it is respectfully prayed that the objections raised herein be given serious consideration, and a fresh notification with proper signature, name, address and designation be issued in which a window of 60 days is provided to the public to submit their responses.
chhotebhai

NATIONAL CONVENOR, INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM

FORMER NATIONAL PRESIDENT, ALL INDIA CATHOLIC UNION

FORMER DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC MEN

(Based at Kanpur, U.P. phone No 9415130822, email id noronha.kp@gmail.com)
I simply cannot figure out how a liberal Catholic whose forum supports pro-choice, pro-abortion US President Joe Biden on the Holy Communion issue can represent Catholics/be a leading Catholic voice in protesting the proposed two-child law. 

Or why the Agra archbishop selects him/his Indian Catholic Forum* over the several prominent pro-life, pro-family Catholic apostolates in the country to respond to the proposed Population Bill.

*CHHOTEBHAI’S INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM IS PRO-CHOICE, PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS ON HOLY COMMUNION 26 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHHOTEBHAIS_INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM_IS_PRO-CHOICE_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS_ON_HOLY_COMMUNION.doc
*INDIAN PEOPLE’S SYNOD PLANNED BY THE INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM ON THE LINES OF THE AMAZON SYNOD 8 DECEMBER 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_PEOPLES_SYNOD_PLANNED_BY_THE_INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM_ON_THE_LINES_OF_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
*DECODING CHHOTEBHAI’S ‘THE JERUSALEM CODE’ 13 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DECODING_CHHOTEBHAIS_THE_JERUSALEM_CODE.doc
*WE TOO ARE CHURCH-V2RC-INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM-ICF-THE JERUSALEM CODE-CHHOTEBHAI-DHARMA BHARATHI-SWAMI SACHIDANANDA BHARATHI-ALMAYASABDAM-CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE-DR JAMES KOTTOOR 27 FEBRUARY/3 MARCH 2021 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WE_TOO_ARE_CHURCH-V2RC-INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM-ICF-THE_JERUSALEM_CODE-CHHOTEBHAI-DHARMA_BHARATHI-SWAMI_SACHIDANANDA_BHARATHI-ALMAYASABDAM-CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE-DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR.doc
*CHHOTEBHAI, INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM CHEERLEADERS FOR DISSENT, LIBERAL POPE 19 JUNE 2021 http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHHOTEBHAI_INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM_CHEERLEADERS_FOR_DISSENT_LIBERAL_POPE.doc
*JESUIT FR. STAN SWAMY IS A MAOIST, NOT A MARTYR 14 JULY 2021 - CHHOTEBHAI
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JESUIT_FR_STAN_SWAMY_IS_A_MAOIST_NOT_A_MARTYR.doc
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	PROPOSED DRAFT BILL: THE UTTAR PRADESH POPULATION (CONTROL, STABILIZATION AND WELFARE) BILL, 2021

	Date: 
	Mon, 12 Jul 2021 19:40:40 +0530
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	Valentine Anna Coelho <valyanacoelho@gmail.com>


The Couple to Couple League of India

1095/1 Zoswaddo Socorro

P.O. Porvorim

Bardez, Goa, India 403501

To,

The Chief Commissioner

State Law Commission, 

Govt. of Uttar Pradesh

U.P. India

Email: statelawcommission2018@gmail.com
Sir,

Subject: PROPOSED DRAFT BILL THE UTTAR PRADESH POPULATION (CONTROL, STABILIZATION AND WELFARE) BILL, 2021
As regards the above subject, we thank you for your kind invitation to send in suggestions, corrections and improvements to the proposed draft bill: THE UTTAR PRADESH POPULATION (CONTROL, STABILIZATION AND WELFARE) BILL, 2021 latest by 19 July 2017.

At the outset, on behalf of persons/ institutions who may wish to respond, we are afraid the time slot given to the public to respond is far too short.  At least 30 days should have been given to allow you to receive responses from the broadest spectrum of the population, as your Bill, if passed, will have widespread influence on policy makers in other States of the Republic of India.

In response to your request for suggestions, we wish to put our say on record as under:

Positive aspects of the proposed legislation:

1.  Section 26 provides for compulsory insurance to cover cases of failure of tubectomy or vasectomy.  This section also provides for punitive action against medical personnel who may have culpable negligence in the performance of such faulty procedures.

Negative aspects of the proposed legislation:

While the overall objective of the proposed legislation as described in the preamble i.e. to provide healthy, affordable and accessible living conditions for all the citizens of the State, nevertheless, we object to the proposed means to achieving the same.

1.  The assumption that a high population is the root reason for increase in poverty is faulty at it's very core.  Population means people and people have only one mouth and two hands.  India should be proud of the fact that it has one of the youngest population in the world with more than 62% of the population in the working age group (15-59 years) and more than 54% of the total population below 25 years of age. 

Despite being world’s youngest country in terms of demographic dividend, India has only 2% of the workforce skilled compared with 96% in South Korea, 45% in China, 50-55% in USA & 74% in Germany.  So that is what we need to do - controlling population is not the answer.  India is set to be a Global Superpower.  The State needs to invest in empowering the people and not invest in Demographic control using disincentives.
2. What is the birth-rate in Uttar Pradesh?  

The TFR in UP was 3.1 in 2016 according to NITI Aayog.  Is it too high for a mostly rural dwelling state like UP which depends heavily on human labour for its agricultural occupations? 
According to the data, in Uttar Pradesh the birth rate is higher in rural areas (27.0) than in urban areas (22.6). “There are two key factors for the birth rate not going down considerably in the state. The first is lack of focus on family planning programme and second is the migration of population, particularly from rural areas to urban, thereby increasing the number of nuclear families,” said Dr. Neelam Singh, head of Vatsalya, an organisation working on female foeticide.
If you consider that that a TFR of 2.1 is considered the minimum to keep a population stable ie. at zero-growth rate, then 3.1 in 2016 is not at all bad for UP.
3. Historically disincentives have never worked.  See the example of China.  After brutally implementing it's 1-child policy decades earlier, now China is rolling it back and encouraging it's people to have at least 2 children.  We have to learn from history.  Incentives always work.  Almost the entire Draft Population policy of UP is devoted to disincentives.
4.  Look at the Developed countries TFR.  There was no coercion, yet the TFR in many developed countries is close to 1.  As the education and wealth increased, the population naturally decreased.  But the population is not replacing itself.  It is a Demographic Winter in most of those countries.  Their economies are heavily dependent on in-migration.   The solution to population decline is education and work-skilled force which will increase wealth and families will naturally have lesser children.  The TFR in UP has dropped drastically from 4.7 in 2000 to 3.1 in 2016.  This is a nose-dive and if it continues even without coercion (including disincentives) UP may actually face a depopulation crisis.  You don't have to go far to see actual examples in India itself.  The state we live in - Goa - has a TFR of less than 1.4 in 2013 - They have not even shown the TFR for 2014 onwards.  It must be even less now.  This is ethnic suicide.  Please don't replicate it in UP.  Your CM is talking about achieving a TFR of 2.1 by 2025 and 1.9 by 2035.  Please give correct, factual information to your CM.  It is your sworn duty to do so.
5.   No government should have any business telling any family how many children they should have.  Once a family is formed through lawful marriage between a man and a woman, the number of children that they have is to be decided by them alone based on their discernment taking into account their moral, psychological, social and financial states of life.  That is why no religion has ever dared to encroach on this right and has never told their adherents how many children they should have.  Therefore your policy infringes upon the inalienable right of the family.
6. Every incentive mentioned in the policy document is tied to compulsory sterilization even though your document painstakingly says 'voluntary sterilization' because putting the word 'voluntary' in a policy that imposes the two-child norm is NOT voluntary but a compulsion based on the broader objectives of the policy document. Once again, 'family planning' and the method that is chosen is the sole prerogative of a particular family.  The Catholic religion rejects any method of family planning that violates the procreative nature of the sexual act - such acts that can be done before the act, during the act or after the act with the purpose of negating the potential of the act to result in a conception.  However, the Catholic religion permits the use of Natural Family Planning if the particular couple sees a need to use this method to postpone a possible pregnancy temporarily or for the rest of their procreative years.  Please note that Natural Family Planning (NFP) calls for abstaining from the sexual act during the fertile time if the couple wishes to postpone a possible pregnancy during a particular menstrual cycle.  Modern methods of NFP are highly effective at preventing pregnancy - at 98-99% effective they match the effectiveness rates of the most effective contraceptives like the birth control pill, IUD, etc.  The draft policy documents implicitly acknowledges that sterilization is not 100% effective by providing for it's possible failure in Section 26.
Therefore the compulsive promotion of sterilization advocated in the policy document is violative of the rights of the individual family as also violative of the religious principles of Catholics and many other religions and thus must be condemned.
7.  The draft policy document mentions availability of abortion as a method of family planning.  Abortion is to be strongly condemned because it violates the most basic, fundamental right of any human being - the right to life.  This is the most fundamental right because all other rights stem from this right - if you have no life, the question of other rights do not arise at all!  The Catholic religion and all other religions all support the right to life.  We condemn the proposal of abortion in the said draft policy document.
8.  Overall, the very concept of the enforcement of the two-child norm and forced sterilization is violative of the fundamental right of the human person - it is an impingement of his/her freedom under the Constitution of this country and therefore we condemn the basic premises of this Draft Population Control Policy because at its very core it is anti-human and anti-society. 
9.  Finally, the overall birth-rate in India was just 2.22 in 2018.  We have almost reached the stage of zero-population growth.  The tragedy is that we are not even close to average affluence per family like in the more developed countries.  It is only the birth-rate of important states like U.P. that keeps the average all-India birth-rate (just) above zero-growth rate.  Already states like Goa and Kerala are seeing a DECLINE in population growth rate.  The proposed bill of the U.P. state will sound the death-knell for our country - realized only about 30 years from today.
Suggestions:  
We propose that you formulate a fresh population policy document that is truly targetted at the real welfare of the people you serve.  In this population policy document the Government of Uttar Pradesh must set up a pro-population fund that encourages all families to educate their children to equip them with market-need-based skill sets that will empower them to be valuable employees or start their own businesses or to employ modern methods of farming to make agriculture profitable.  As affluence increases, it will open the horizons of parents and their children.  When we really become a developed nation, the population will begin to fall naturally and gradually.  At the same time, as education spreads, better educated bureaucrats and politicians will arise, corruption will decrease and ultimately Uttar Pradesh will become one of the model states in the country.  We look up to Uttar Pradesh because you have the maximum number of MLAs at the Centre - policy is shaped by Uttar Pradesh.
Conclusions: 
We reject the entire PROPOSED DRAFT BILL: THE UTTAR PRADESH POPULATION (CONTROL, STABILIZATION AND WELFARE) BILL, 2021. 

Thanking you for your kind consideration of our views.

Yours truly,

Valentine Coelho

Anna Coelho

Co-Directors, The Couple to Couple League of India

Date: Wed, 14 Jul 2021 15:27:50 +0530
From: "John Eric Gomes" <joergo@dataone.in>
To: "Goanet Lists" <goanet@lists.goanet.org>
Subject: [Goanet] : POPULATION CONTROL
BRINGING IN IMPORTANT BILLS WITHOUT PROPER CONSULTATION
The UP Legislature has drafted a population control bill and there is a private member bill to be introduced on grounds of vikas and resources being hampered by increasing population. Also in some BJP ruled states on the myth of depleting Hindu and increasing Muslim population. The official surveys show that in the last 20 years, both in north and south India population is decreasing! Nobody denies that population growth must be controlled but the way to do it and implementation must not cause chaos and consternation, bringing in unnecessary trauma and pain by implementation of incentives and penalties by draconian laws intruding into personal space! The correct way is education and increasing efficient delivery of family medical services. It is happening! China tried one child legislation and had spectacular development etc. but now in big problem due elderly demographic dividend! They are now providing incentives for 2 child norms but the young do not want to marry for the good life, need to look after elder parents and affordability! The BJP has good ideas but unfortunately fail to properly discuss it, putting the cart before the horse and during the pandemic cannot afford to land the nation into further discord!
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