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St. Peter’s Basilica bans ‘Private’ Masses

Vatican diktat drives Latin Mass to underground Clementine Chapel

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/st-peters-basilica-bans-private-masses
Dr. Jules Gomes, Vatican City, March 13, 2021

A Vatican Secretariat of State memo has abolished "individual" Masses celebrated at numerous side altars in St. Peter's Basilica and restricted the Traditional Latin Mass (TLM) to a single altar in the basilica's crypt.

The unsigned order, effective March 22, ends the centuries-old practice of Masses by priests celebrating alone, ostensibly "to ensure that the holy Masses in the Basilica of St. Peter's are conducted in a climate of recollection and liturgical decorum."
The diktat banishes the TLM to the tiny Clementine chapel of the Vatican grotto and orders its celebration exclusively by "authorized priests" at four specific times from 7–9 a.m.

"Lone" priest-celebrants celebrating either the TLM or the Novus Ordo (New Rite) will be compelled to join "concelebrations" of the Novus Ordo, according to the order.

Multiple sources confirmed to Church Militant the authenticity of the Vatican document after intense speculation on social media Friday evening and the refusal of the Holy See Press Office to respond to media queries.

"The document is now hanging in St. Peter's sacristy," sources told Church Militant after two priests in the Curia who regularly celebrate alone at side altars said they were shocked and had not yet been informed of the memo.

A top Rome-based canonist questioned the validity of the document: "If the author cannot be identified, the decree is invalid because it is lacking an essential element of a juridical act."

The text is signed by an unidentifiable, unnamed individual, who appears to be of the First Section General Affairs of the Secretariat of State headed by Venezuelan-born Abp. Edgar Peña Parra, currently under investigation for allegations of sodomy, abuse and corruption.

"Secondly, the decree is invalid in my professional opinion because it is insufficiently motivated," the canonist noted. "It is res inaudita (unheard of) for the Secretariat of State to prohibit 'unauthorized' Masses in the sacrosanct basilica of St. Peter."

"What are the real reasons behind such an abuse of power and power grab on the part of unnamed individuals of the Secretariat of State?" the canon law expert asked.

"The beautiful tradition of priests celebrating private Masses at side altars of St. Peter's Basilica — as they have for over a thousand years — so edifying to early-morning visitors, is under threat, apparently because someone wants to promote the concelebration of Mass in a quite-coercive way," Dr. Joseph Shaw, chairman of the Latin Mass Society of England and Wales, told Church Militant.   

"Regular or visiting priests who wish to celebrate the Ordinary Form will henceforth be obliged to join a limited number of scheduled Masses unless they have with them a group of pilgrims," said Shaw, a fellow of the prestigious Royal Society of Arts. "Four slots for the Extraordinary Form (TLM) are also made available, almost, it seems, as an afterthought."

Shaw elaborated:
The motivation for this move appears to be the enforcement of what has been described in various documents as a "preferable" option, when two or more priests desire to celebrate Mass, for them to concelebrate. This is found in official documents as far back as 1967, though the practice of priests concelebrating with each other is a complete innovation of the same decade. The only historical precedents for the practice are of priests assisting bishops.

The arguments for concelebration as the "preferred option" are undermined by the fact — which Pope Benedict reiterated in 2007 (in Sacramentum Caritatis) — of "the objectively infinite value of every celebration." Given the value of each Mass, reducing the number of Masses by having several priests concelebrate just one, instead of celebrating several individual ones, is clearly a retrograde step.

In addition to scheduled Masses offered daily at the main altars of the basilica, St. Peter's 45 altars and 11 chapels are frequented every morning by clergy — often by priests working in the Vatican's Curia — to celebrate their daily Mass.

Sources told Church Militant they had personally witnessed the increasing annoyance of modernist clerics directed at younger people, especially students at Roman and pontifical universities attending the early-morning TLM in small-but-significant numbers.
The memo is directed at "canceling" the TLM from St. Peter's Basilica by making it "virtually invisible" to tourists and Catholics entering the shrine, a Curial priest said. "Pope Francis is literally driving traditionalist Latin Mass Catholics underground and into the catacombs."

Others have suggested that the newly appointed modernist archpriest of St. Peter's Basilica, 55-year-old Cdl. Mauro Gambetti, is responsible for the "traditionalist purge."
However, the controversial memo is not addressed to Gambetti, but to the Extraordinary Commissioner of the Fabric of St. Peter's Basilica, Abp. Mario Giordana, whose department does not deal with the basilica's liturgies but with its conservation and maintenance.

The memo also requires "lectors and cantors" to be present at the "authorized" Masses, leading to suggestions that Pope Francis intends to increase the visibility of laywomen at St. Peter's Basilica as a model for other churches to emulate, following his January changes to the Code of Canon Law institutionalizing female lectors and acolytes.
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Cdl. Burke shreds Vatican ‘Private’ Mass ban

Unsigned St. Peter's Basilica diktat is 'contrary to universal Church law'
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/cardinal-burke-shreds-vatican-private-mass-ban
Dr. Jules Gomes, Vatican City, March 15, 2021
Cardinal Raymond Burke is calling for the controversial Vatican memo banning "individual" Masses at St. Peter's Basilica to be "rescinded immediately" as it is in "direct violation of universal Church law" both in "form and content."

The prefect emeritus of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura — the Catholic Church's highest judicial authority — is urging both faithful and priests to make known "their strong objection to the document" to Pope Francis and to his Secretariat of State.

Burke, who holds a doctorate in canon law from the Pontifical Gregorian University, called out the legal nullity of the Vatican memo in a statement published Saturday on his website, reiterating some of the arguments a Rome-based canonist cited earlier to Church Militant.
The memo raises "deepest concerns" not just for St. Peter's Basilica, but for "the universal Church" since the papal basilica is "the spiritual home for all Catholics, and, as such, should be a model of liturgical discipline for the particular churches," Burke argues.
Invalid: Key Arguments

The cardinal demonstrates the formal invalidity of the memo using four legal arguments.

First, the memo is unsigned and without a protocol number. Second, the Secretariat of State has no authority over liturgical discipline. Third, we are not told which competent authority mandated the Secretariat of State to legislate on liturgical matters. Fourth, the memo is not "officially communicated" to the Archpriest of the basilica.

Burke also debunks the content of the memo arguing that the stated reason for canceling Masses celebrated at the basilica's side altars by "lone" priests, i.e., "to ensure that the holy Masses in the Basilica of St. Peter's are conducted in a climate of recollection and liturgical decorum," is unfounded.

"This is certainly not my experience" or the experience of "many priests, resident in Rome and visitors to Rome, who have celebrated or regularly celebrate the Holy Mass at St. Peter's Basilica," Burke writes.

The cardinal also notes that forcing priests to concelebrate when they wish to offer Mass on their own in the basilica "is contrary to universal Church law" and "unjustly conditions the primary duty of the individual priest to offer the Holy Mass daily for the salvation of the world (canon 902)."

"It should be further observed that a priest never offers the Holy Mass alone, even if there is no one else physically present, for the angels and saints assist at every offering of the Holy Mass (canon 903)," Burke remarks, describing the "great spiritual fruit for the whole Church" deriving from the celebration of every "individual offering of the Holy Mass."

Burke further underlines the fallacy of requiring "lectors and cantors" to animate the liturgy — as stipulated by the Vatican memo, noting that it is not the purpose of the ministers of these minor offices to animate the Holy Mass.
"Christ alone, in Whose person the priest acts, animates the Sacred Liturgy," Burke writes.
Clerics Sound Off

Sources, including Curial priests who celebrate Mass regularly at the basilica's side altars, voiced to Church Militant their bemusement at the irony underlying the memo.

A cleric told Church Militant:

On the one hand, Pope Francis has been fastidious to the point of fanatical in calling for social distancing and lockdown because of the fear of contracting COVID. What better way of social distancing than to celebrate individually at the basilica's 45 altars and 11 chapels? And what could be worse as a COVID superspreader than priests huddling together in a concelebration at one designation altar?
But, of course, if Pope Francis was consistent in making and following his own rules, he would never have gone off on a jaunt to Iraq endangering the lives of unprotected Iraqis who assembled in hordes without vaccinations, social distancing or, in many cases, even without masks.

He pointed out that Francis himself was unmasked much of the time while in close contact with others in Iraq.

Clergy and laity are excoriating the Vatican after the unsigned document suppressing private Masses and relegating the Traditional Latin Mass (TLM) to a single altar in the tiny underground Clementine Chapel in the basilica's grottos surfaced on social media Saturday.
Writing on his blog, Dr. Joseph Shaw, chairman of the Latin Mass Society of England and Wales, observes that the irony of the memo is that it actually targeted "individual" Masses in the New rite rather than the TLM which, "thanks to having its own rules, has actually escaped, at least in a limited way, the effects of this decree."

"The war on private Masses, which has been waged by vindictive liberal sacristans, Cathedral administrators, and the like over the decades, has now come to St. Peter's, where the practice of a millennium has apparently been brought to a halt by the stroke of a pen," Shaw writes, as a result of the "controversial theology of concelebration, a concept which came more or less out of nowhere in Vatican II."

Clergy also say they would be forced to concelebrate in Italian — which would actually prevent them and other pilgrims from active participation in the Mass and mitigate against the "hospitality" so vigorously touted by Pope Francis.

"This document needs to be walked back: it is yet another insult and assault on the priesthood and a glaring violation of ecclesial hospitality to laity who visit the church which is the common home of all believers," writes Fr. Peter Stravinskas.

"This is yet another self-inflicted wound, needlessly inflicted. 'If it ain't broke, don't fix it" — unless your goal is 'to make a mess,'" Fr. Stravinskas concludes.
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Cardinals rebut St. Peter’s ‘Private’ Mass ban

Dubia Cdl. Brandmüller warns of unprecedented abuse of papal power

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/cardinals-contest-st-peters-private-mass-ban
Dr. Jules Gomes, Vatican City, March 26, 2021
Cardinal Walter Brandmüller, who asked Pope Francis to clarify the "grave disorientation and great confusion" in the apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia, is contesting the ban on "private" Masses at St. Peter's Basilica as "null and void."

Brandmüller noted that the order of the Vatican Secretariat of State, prohibiting a lone priest from celebrating Mass at the basilica's side altars had resulted in "general astonishment, incomprehension and anger in the Vatican."
"This is a case of presumptuousness or violation of the law by whomever," the "dubia" cardinal wrote Thursday in a guest article for German Catholic weekly Die Tagespost, noting the memo dictating the ban could be a "trial balloon" for further novelties and change.

"The very serious question that should be asked is whether this ought to be the way in which the power of the keys [of the Petrine office] should be exercised in the Church of Jesus Christ," the outspoken cardinal stressed.

Alluding to the potential abuse of papal power, Brandmüller emphasized that the "plenitudo potestatis" (fullness of power) — a term used by medieval canonists for the jurisdictional power of the papacy — was limited by both "natural law" and "Christian moral law."

"It is 'plenaria' insofar as it does not depend on any higher — earthly — power, but by no means limitless," the cardinal explained. Thus, if an order "violates both positive and natural law, the consequences of disregarding the law would need to be pointed out emphatically."

Pleading a pastoral case for pilgrims who visit Rome, Brandmüller stressed the uniqueness of the basilica above the tomb of St. Peter and the tombs of many saints in the basilica — "the center of the universal Church and, from the earliest times, a pilgrimage destination for believers from all over the world."

"To deny the many pilgrims, especially the priests who come to Rome in large numbers from distant parts of the world, the opportunity to celebrate Holy Mass, as it were, in the Father's house, is absolutely irresponsible," he remarked.

Reiterating arguments made by Cdl. Raymond Burke, who earlier called for the memo to be "rescinded immediately" for violating universal Church law in "both form and content," Brandmüller also dismissed the diktat as "not binding for reasons of form and content."
Third Cardinal Challenging Diktat

The former president of the Papal Committee for Historical Sciences has become the third cardinal to openly challenge the Vatican's unprecedented diktat — which also relegates the Traditional Latin Mass (TLM) to the tiny Clementine Chapel in the grottos of the basilica.

Last week, Cdl. Gerhard Müller, former prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), told The World Over "nobody is obliged to obey" the diktat because the Secretariat of State did not have "disciplinary" or "theological competence" over liturgical matters at St. Peter's Basilica.
“This letter is very strange, and this argumentation and the terminology — Holy Masses are 'suppressed' — doesn't sound very Catholic," Müller said.

Meanwhile, in what some are seeing as an act of defiance, papal almoner Cdl. Konrad Krajewski — entrusted with carrying out works of charity on behalf of the pope — celebrated Mass in Polish on Thursday at the tomb of St. John Paul II.

Other Catholics on social media, however, suggested that Krajewski was merely carrying on the tradition of his weekly Polish Mass and was not celebrating as a "private" Mass.
Masses: Route to Conversion

Rome-based tour guide Mountain Butorac, who has been tweeting his outrage over the banning of private Masses, commended the Polish cardinal for also being the first to open his titular church when Rome had closed its churches during the COVID-19 lockdown.

The so-called private Masses have been a spiritual resource for countless Catholic pilgrims who are able to participate in the Eucharist in their own native languages. Non-believers have also experienced conversion through the public witness of the Masses.

The question of whether the Polish cardinal actually acted against the stipulations of the controversial memo is only serving to further highlight the ambiguity underlying the wording and legality of the document.
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