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Vatican Promotor of Justice holds ties to Italy’s most famous cold case
https://www.cruxnow.com/vatican/2021/12/vatican-promotor-of-justice-holds-ties-to-italys-most-famous-cold-case
Elise Ann Allen, Rome, December 14, 2021
For decades the unsolved disappearance of Italian teen Emanuela Orlandi has been one of Italy’s most perplexing mysteries, making it the subject of intricate conspiracy theories and widespread speculation about who is behind it all.
Orlandi, the daughter of a Vatican employee, disappeared while on her way home from a music lesson in June 1983 at the age of 15.

Ever since, numerous scenarios have been envisioned as to what might have happened. Some say she was kidnapped by the Italian mob in a bid to pressure the Vatican bank, while others believe she fell victim to a clerical sex ring, and still others suggest she was taken by Turkish nationalists to strongarm Pope John Paul II into releasing the man who attempted to assassinate him in 1981.
None of these theories have ever been proven, and nearly 40 years later, the world is still no closer to knowing what happened to Orlandi than it was when she disappeared.

However, every few years something new seems to surface that brings the Orlandi case back into the public spotlight: A new theory, a possible tip, or an apparent detail that was previously unknown.
That happened again this week when the former head of the Prosecutor’s Office in Rome, Giancarlo Capaldo, gave an interview alleging that he was approached by two senior Vatican officials in 2012 to negotiate permission for the removal of the tomb of a mob boss from a prominent Roman basilica in exchange for their cooperation on the Orlandi case.

In the interview, Capaldo gave his version of events, which included the name of none other than Giuseppe Pignatone, Capaldo’s successor as Rome’s top prosecutor who, just two years after his retirement in 2017, was named by Pope Francis as President of the Vatican Tribunal, making him the top judicial authority in the small city-state.

According to Capaldo’s account, which he provided in an interview on Italy’s La7 television channel, he was approached by two high-ranking Vatican “emissaries” in the spring of 2012, when Benedict XVI was still in office.
What these Vatican officials wanted, he said, was help in removing the remains of big-time mob boss Enrico “Renatino” De Pedis, former head of the Banda della Magliana crime syndicate, from the crypt of Rome’s Basilica of Sant’Apollinare, which sits directly across from Rome’s famed Piazza Navona.

De Pedis was a known leader of the criminal organization whose shady business dealings touched the world of politics, finance, and even the Church. He was gunned down in the street near Rome’s Campo dei Fiori in 1990.

His tomb was opened in 2012 in response to conspiracy theories stating that Orlandi’s remains would be found there. They were not, but after several weeks De Pedis’s body was removed and cremated, and his ashes were scattered at sea.

Capaldo, who at the time was leading the investigation into Orlandi’s disappearance, alleged that De Pedis’s burial place had been a secret, and that everything began with an “anonymous tip” about it to Italian papers, causing public outcry and embarrassment for the Catholic Church.

In his account, Capaldo implied the real reason for opening De Pedis’s tomb was due to the two Vatican officials who approached him, who he said offered whatever information the Vatican had on Orlandi’s disappearance in exchange for the Italian judiciary’s help in moving De Pedis from the basilica.

However, Capaldo said the agreement he had reached with these two officials came to an end later in 2012, when he retired and Pignatone stepped on board as head of the Prosecutor’s Office, opting after some time to close Orlandi’s case.

Capaldo refused to give the names of the two officials who approached him for negotiations but insisted that he would reveal them if he was ever questioned by Italian or Vatican authorities as part of a formal inquiry.

In response to Capaldo’s claims, Orlandi’s brother, Pietro Orlandi, who has been leading the effort to continue seeking answers in his sister’s disappearance, said he was happy to have the new information and voiced confidence that Capaldo would reveal the names of the Vatican officials in due course.

Pietro himself has long insisted that the Vatican knows more than it has said about what happened to his sister and holds an annual sit-in at the Vatican to demand answers.
In order to inspire Vatican and Italian judiciaries to take the “right steps” in terms of follow-up to Capaldo’s remarks, the Orlandi family lawyer, Laura Sgrò, made a formal request to both the Higher Council of the Judiciary in Italy and to Pignatone in his current capacity as President of the Vatican Tribunal to question Capaldo and to launch an investigation “on the conduct of the magistrates of the Prosecutor’s Office” in Orlandi’s case.
In response to Capaldo’s claims, Pignatone penned a letter to the editor of Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera essentially saying that Capaldo was lying.

In his response, published Dec. 13, Pignatone said that in all his time serving in the Prosecutor’s Office, Capaldo “never said anything, as he should have, about his asserted interlocutions with ‘emissaries’” of the Vatican.

Pignatone insisted that when he took office in March 2012, he specifically asked Capaldo to be updated on the details of the Orlandi case, saying Capaldo stayed on for another three years to assist in the investigation into Orlandi’s disappearance.

“I never in any way hindered any activity of the investigation of Dr. Capaldo or other colleagues. I never advocated for the procedure related to the disappearance of Emanuela Orlandi,” he said, noting that the request to archive her case was made largely by other people involved in the process, and he merely endorsed the decision, whereas Capaldo did not, and refused to sign the papers when the time came.

Orlandi’s case was formally archived in May 2016, despite opposition from the family.

“Only after having gone into retirement (March 23, 2017), did Dr. Capaldo refer in books and interviews to his asserted interlocutions with emissaries of the Vatican,” Pignatone said, and argued that Capaldo’s reference to an “anonymous tip” in 2012 revealing the whereabouts of De Pedis’s remains was also false, and that this was a subject of media scrutiny and public polemics as early as 1997.

If Capaldo is asked to testify by Vatican or Italian authorities, the Orlandi case will enter its next chapter.

Former Rome prosecutor claims Vatican involvement in mystery case (Crux)
CWN Editor's Note: A former top prosecutor in Rome has claimed that Vatican officials approached him in 2012, seeking to negotiate a deal in which the Vatican would provide information about the 1983 disappearance of Emanuela Orlandi, the teenage daughter of a Vatican employee.
The mystery surrounding the girl’s disappearance has never been solved. But Giancarlo Capaldo, the former prosecutor, said that two senior Vatican officials proposed to offer some information. He did not identify the Vatican officials.
Further complicating the story, Capaldo said that he had made a tentative deal with the Vatican, but that arrangement was set aside by his successor as prosecutor, Giuseppe Pignatone—who is now the president of a Vatican tribunal hearing the notorious London real-estate case.
38 years after teen’s disappearance, brother condemns Vatican’s ‘silence’
https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2021/06/38-years-after-teens-disappearance-brother-condemns-vaticans-silence
Elise Ann Allen, Rome, June 22, 2021

On the anniversary of the disappearance of Italian teen Emanuela Orlandi – which is perhaps Italy’s most famous unsolved mystery – her brother has criticized Pope Francis’s handling of the case ahead of his annual sit-in at the Vatican, saying the pope is not doing enough.
Emanuela Orlandi was just 15 when she disappeared on her way home from a music lesson on June 22, 1983. Her still-unsolved disappearance 38 years later has become one of Italy’s most infamous unsolved mysteries, with numerous conspiracy theories developing over the years.

Since the Orlandi family were citizens of the Vatican at the time Emanuela disappeared – her father Ercole was working as a clerk in the Prefecture of the papal household – many of those theories involve the Vatican.
Speaking to Italian newspaper Nuova Società, Emanuela’s brother, Pietro Orlandi, criticized Pope Francis’s attitude toward his sister’s case, saying, “Bergoglio has raised the wall around this story even more than his predecessors and demonstrates a total closure toward Emanuela and her kidnapping.”

“The pope certainly knows and could dispel many doubts, but he has no intention of doing so,” Orlandi said, insisting that despite Francis’s “decision-making” approach to Vatican reform, he and other top Vatican officials “will unfortunately continue to do everything to prevent the truth from getting out, but in the end, they will give in, and the truth will come out.”
Over the years, some have speculated Emanuela was kidnapped by the Italian mob in a bid to pressure the Vatican bank, while others believe she might have fallen victim to a clerical sex ring, and still others have suggested she was taken by Turkish nationalists in order to strongarm Pope John Paul II into releasing the man who attempted to assassinate him in 1981, Mehmet Ali Agca.

Vatican officials have continually insisted that they’ve handed over everything they know, and that there’s no secret archive or other evidence in their possession with hidden information. They’ve also repeatedly pledged their cooperation with reasonable efforts to bring closure to the case.
Orlandi himself, who after his sister’s disappearance went on to become not only an advocate for others in his situation but a popular host of the weekly TV program, Scomparsi (“The Disappeared”) on Italy’s Sky satellite television – has never been satisfied with this answer and has continued to press the Vatican to do more, conducting annual “sit-ins” at the Vatican on the anniversary of his sister’s disappearance.
In October 2018 it seemed like there might finally be a break in the case when fragments of human bones were found during the renovation of a building attached to the Vatican’s embassy to Italy.

Initial tests showed that the bones belonged to a woman, raising hopes that Emanuela’s disappearance and that of another Italian teen who disappeared the same year, Mirella Gregori, might finally be solved. However, further testing revealed that the bones dated further back than the 1980s, and thus did not belong to either Emanuela or Gregori.

In 2019, acting on a request from the Orlandi family, who said they had received an anonymous tip involving the whereabouts of Emanuela’s remains, Vatican authorities opened two tombs in the Teutonic Cemetery on its grounds.

Although the remains of two princesses who were supposed to be buried there were nowhere to be found, investigators did discover two ossuaries containing 26 bags with what they called “thousands” of bones, likely belonging to “dozens” of people.

Scientists conducting testing of the bones announced after a few months that they were more than a century old, thus not those of Orlandi, meaning the truth about what really happened to Emanuela and where she might be is still a mystery.

In his interview with Nuova Società, Orlandi said he does not believe his sister’s case holds any ties to the late American Archbishop Paul Marcinkus, president of the Vatican Bank from 1971-1989, as some have suggested, saying he knew Marcinkus well and met with him often over the years.

Orlandi also hesitated to voice an opinion about possible ties between Emanuela’s disappearance and the assassination attempt on John Paul II’s life, saying, “we are always in the field of hypotheses, because no one can say how things stand since no one has ever emerged in favor of one hypothesis or another.”

“Sometimes there is too much rush when a clue is found to make it public immediately without a minimum of verification,” he said.

Asked whether he believes there is still someone inside the Vatican who holds answers to his sister’s case and who might want to talk, Orlandi said that “if there is some grey-haired man in the Vatican determined to free his conscience, so be it, I’m certainly ready to listen to him.”

“Rest assured that if he were a person in good faith and willing to help, he would contact the relatives in confidence,” Orlandi said. However, “if he wants to remove the truth, sidetrack it, or create confusion, he’ll go to a journalist because that’s the only way that news can be more widely disseminated.”

In terms of what he expects from this year’s sit-in at the Vatican, Orlandi said that while some are calling the move “useless and obsolete” given the amount of time that has passed since his sister disappeared, “it is important because it hurts many people, and the more people present the more it will hurt, because each additional person is a brick of that wall of silence, which will be removed.”

“For this, I hope that many people will come,” he said, adding, “I am fierce and ready to remind everyone of the misdeeds of so many hypocrites, inside and outside of the Vatican, who over many years have concealed and continue to conceal the truth.”
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