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MICHAEL PRABHU, OCTOBER 29, 2019
Vatican News alters interview of Amazon Synod’s key organizer approving ‘pagan worship’
 https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/vatican-news-scrubs-interview-of-amazon-synods-architect-approving-pagan-worship-of-god
Dr. Maike Hickson, October 29, 2019

Vatican News, the information system of the Holy See, has scrubbed an interview with Fr. Paulo Suess, one of the key authors of the controversial Amazon Synod's working document, in which he defended the pagan ceremonies that took place in the Vatican during the synod. 
Last week, LifeSiteNews reported on a lengthy interview given by Fr. Suess in which he discussed the heavily criticized pagan ceremonies that took place in the Vatican during the recently concluded Synod, and which were conducted in the presence of Pope Francis.

He said that, “when during the opening ceremony the Pope picked us and the indigenous up at St. Peter's, there was to be seen also a canoe boat. And then someone wrote that this is a pagan rite.” Inside the canoe was a carved wooden statue which has been the center of controversy that critics say is the “Pachamama” fertility idol. “So what,” was Suess' response to the claim that this ceremony was a pagan rite. 

“Even if it would have been a pagan rite, then it is nevertheless a pagan worship of God,” he added.

“A rite always has something to do with worship of God,” continued this professor of Missiology from Brazil. “One cannot dismiss the pagan [rite] as nothing. What is pagan? In our big cities, we are not less pagan than those there in the jungle. One should reflect upon this.” 

It should be noted that Vatican News originally altered the specific words of Suess that were captured by video when it omitted his word “pagan” in the former sentence “then it is nevertheless a pagan worship of God.”

This interview caused a stir among Catholics, since this key architect of the Amazon Synod's working document showed clearly that he has no objections to pagan ceremonies in the Vatican. In his new statement of October 27, Bishop Athanasius Schneider made an explicit reference to this original Suess interview with Vatican News.

However, since LifeSite's report on this controversial interview, Vatican News has removed both the video and audio that had been published along with its report, and it also cut out the entire passage on these words from Suess in the article. The video with the entire interview with Suess is still on the Facebook of Vatican News, but it is not anymore shown on the article itself. And the audio has also been removed, but LifeSite was able to retrieve it in an archived version. Vatican News did not make a note that their article had been updated or altered.

Several outlets have noticed this omission, among them being Infovaticana and Catholic News Agency (CNA). 

This is not the only event where the Vatican has been found to cover up some uncomfortable truths. Another example is the fact that the Prefect of the Holy See’s Dicastery for Communications, Paolo Ruffini, flatly denied at the press conference of October 25 that at the October 4 pagan ceremony in the Vatican Gardens, there took place a physical prostration before the pagan idol, Pachamama. By way of contrast, Ruffini stated: “There were no rituals. No prostration took place. We have repeated this here. We have to be rigorous in saying things that actually happened before cameras. We said that this did not happen.”

Another example is the recurrent refusal by speakers during the Vatican's press conferences – among them Mr. Ruffini himself – to acknowledge that the wooden statues of a pregnant, naked woman are Pachamama statues. They, instead, called the statues “a symbol of fertility and life.” In the end, it was Pope Francis himself who, on October 25 in the synod hall, called the statues “Pachamama statues.” 
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