[image: image1.jpg]EPHESIANS 511

FROM DARKNESS TOLGHT

METAMORPHOSE

A Catholic Ministryfor Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult i Reik &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spiitual Exrcises of the New Age Movement

For queries and detaled nformatio, please callon MICHAEL PRABHU

MICHAEL PRABHU, o:12, Dauin Aparments, 22, Lath Castle South Street Chennal-600 028 Tamilnady, nda
Phone: 431 () 2461 1606 | E-mall michaelrabhu@ephesians-5T1.net | Websit:wi ephesans 511 net





MARCH 18, 2021
The Vatican rejects Mormon “baptisms”
The Vatican statement of June 5, 2001 on Mormon “baptisms” https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20010605_battesimo_mormoni-ladaria_en.html,

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20010605_battesimo_mormoni_en.html is not opening.  

There is a lot of information on Mormon “baptisms” in the two starred* files further below.
Vatican rules LDS baptisms 'invalid'
Catholic Church cites different views of Holy Trinity

https://www.deseret.com/2001/7/19/19596940/vatican-rules-lds-baptisms-invalid 
Vatican City, July 19, 2001
The Vatican has ruled that LDS Church baptisms are invalid, the Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano reported Tuesday.

The ruling, made on June 5 by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, had been in response to a question on the validity of LDS baptisms posed by the Bishops' Conference of the United States.

The Catholic Church recognizes non-Catholic baptisms if they conform to specific rules imposed by the Vatican.

Lutheran, Baptist and Orthodox baptisms are among the non-Catholic baptisms recognized by the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church even recognizes baptisms performed by atheists or nonbelievers if the rules are followed.

"We are neither concerned nor offended that the Catholic Church has determined not to recognize Latter-day Saint baptisms," Dale Bills, a spokesman for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, said. "As a fundamental tenet of our faith, we believe that all people have a God-given right to worship how, where or what they may."

He said that despite differences in doctrine and practice, the LDS Church often works with other religions "to strengthen home, family and community and to serve those in need. We value our long-standing relationships with Catholic Charities and other benevolent organizations sponsored by the Catholic Church."

Tuesday's Osservatore Romano also explains the Catholic ruling.

It says a key reason why the Vatican deems an LDS Church baptism as invalid is found in the phrase used by the Mormons in the baptism service: "Having been commissioned of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy (Ghost.)"

In an article written by theologian Luis Ladaria, the Osservatore says the first difference with the Catholic Church is the understanding of the Holy Trinity.

It says the Catholic Church sees the Trinity as three people in which one divinity exists while the Mormons see it as "three gods which form one divinity."

The second key reason for the ruling, the Osservatore says, is the origin of the LDS baptism.

"The Mormon baptism, which would have its origins not in Christ but at the start of creation, is not a Christian baptism," the Osservatore wrote.

In an official statement issued Wednesday, the Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake City said practically and pastorally the Vatican statement means that former LDS Church members who became Catholics will receive the sacrament of baptism just as the LDS Church baptizes all of its new members who were baptized in other churches.

The diocese statement said it's vital to understand what the Vatican response doesn't say. "The declaration of the congregation should not be understood as either judging or measuring a spiritual relationship between Jesus Christ and members of the LDS Church."

The diocesan comment pointed out that Vatican commentary said: "Catholics and Mormons often find themselves working together on a range of problems regarding the common good of the entire human race. It can be hoped therefore that through further studies, dialogue, and good will, there can be progress in reciprocal understanding and mutual respect."

Vatican Will Not Accept Mormon Baptisms

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2001-jul-20-mn-24451-story.html
Larry B. Stammer, July 20, 2001
The Roman Catholic Church declared Thursday that Mormon converts must be rebaptized, a setback to the Mormon Church’s effort to characterize itself as a Christian denomination.

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith declared that baptisms in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are “not the baptism that Christ instituted.”

The ruling was a departure from the Catholic Church’s usual practice of recognizing the baptisms of converts from most other churches. The Vatican held that the Mormon view of the nature of God was too different from Catholicism’s.

It was the second time in as many years that a major Christian church had ruled that Mormon converts must be rebaptized. Last year, the United Methodist Church, the nation’s second-largest Protestant denomination, took a similar stand.

The Roman Catholic Church declared Thursday that Mormon converts must be rebaptized, a setback to the Mormon Church’s effort to characterize itself as a Christian denomination.

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith declared that baptisms in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are “not the baptism that Christ instituted.”

The ruling was a departure from the Catholic Church’s usual practice of recognizing the baptisms of converts from most other churches. The Vatican held that the Mormon view of the nature of God was too different from Catholicism’s.

It was the second time in as many years that a major Christian church had ruled that Mormon converts must be rebaptized. Last year, the United Methodist Church, the nation’s second-largest Protestant denomination, took a similar stand.

Vatican ruling on Mormon baptism clarifies Catholic practice
https://www.archbalt.org/vatican-ruling-on-mormon-baptism-clarifies-catholic-practice/ 

Jerry Filteau, Washington, September 4, 2012
Copyright (c) 2001 Catholic News Service/U.S. Catholic Conference
U.S. church officials said the Vatican ruling on the invalidity of baptism in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is intended to clarify Catholic practice, not make a judgment on Latter-day Saints, more widely known as Mormons.

A canon law expert called the ruling a significant one for church courts dealing with marriage cases.

Monsignor J. Terrence Fitzgerald, vicar general of the Salt Lake City Diocese, said in a telephone interview that, before the ruling, priests in Utah had been giving conditional baptism to Latter-day Saints who become Catholic.

Now they will “baptize absolutely,’’ he said, not preceding it with the conditional formula, “If you are not baptized.’’

Latter-day Saints have their world headquarters in Salt Lake City.

In a statement sent to all parishes, missions and offices of the diocese, Salt Lake City Bishop George H. Niederauer emphasized that the Vatican ruling “should not be understood as either judging or measuring a spiritual relationship between Jesus Christ and the LDS Church.’’

The bishop said, “As we know, the LDS Church baptizes all its new members who were previously baptized in any other church. That practice indicated that the LDS Church regards its own baptism as accomplishing something which is substantially different from that of all other baptismal rites.’’

The Vatican ruling, he said “indicates that the Catholic Church also recognizes that LDS baptism is substantially different from Roman Catholic baptism.’’

“We cooperate with the LDS in many areas of charitable works,’’ Monsignor Fitzgerald said. “We share many similar views on community issues and moral issues. … So this is not a judgment about the relationship of the individual Mormon to Christ, it’s a statement about how we’re going to practice baptism.’’

Bishop Niederauer’s statement noted that the Vatican’s own commentary on the ruling called for continued Catholic-Mormon cooperation, dialogue and growth in understanding.

The doctrinal congregation’s ruling was dated June 5 and published July 16.

In its commentary, the Vatican said that even though the Mormon baptismal rite refers to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the church’s beliefs about the identity of the three persons are so different from Catholic and mainline Christian belief that the rite cannot be regarded as a Christian baptism.

Latter-day Saints regard Jesus and the Holy Spirit as children of the Father and the Heavenly Mother. They believe that baptism was instituted by the Father, not Christ, and that it goes back to Adam and Eve.

The congregation said it reached its determination with the assistance of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Doctrine.

Bishop Donald W. Trautman of Erie, Pa., chairman of that committee, told Catholic News Service, “The church in the United States was closely identified with this judgment. It has supplied much of the information and documentation to Rome and concurred in the judgment.’’

Summarizing the effect on pastoral practice, he said: “We would no longer say (baptizing a former LDS member) is a conditional baptism; it is a baptism. As far as marriages go, we would say each one has to be considered independently. The effect of this on marriages has to be judged on a case-by-case basis.’’

In church law marriages are considered sacramental only if both parties are baptized.

If the non-Catholic party is not baptized, the marriage is not sacramental. It is not a valid marriage unless certain conditions have been fulfilled and the bishop has given a dispensation for it.

Church law adds, “If at the time the marriage was contracted one party was commonly held to have been baptized or the baptism was doubtful, the validity of the marriage must be presumed … until it is proven with certainty that one party was baptized but the other was not.’’
Franciscan Father Arthur J. Espelage, executive coordinator of the Canon Law Society of America, said for many years now the Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments had held that Mormon baptisms were not valid and called for baptism of converts from that church.

But he said that for questions of validity of a marriage between a baptized Christian and a member of the Latter-day Saints, the doctrinal congregation regarded it as a sacramental marriage; it “would not grant the Petrine privilege’’ by which the pope can dissolve a nonsacramental marriage in favor of the faith of the baptized party.

“The Holy Father could never dissolve a sacramental marriage,’’ he said, but now cases involving a Mormon partner may be resolved by dissolution of the previous marriage, avoiding the more difficult and not always successful alternative of seeking an annulment.

Monsignor Fitzgerald said when dealing with marriage cases involving Mormons, “previously we assumed that they were baptized validly; now we will assume that the LDS person is not baptized.’’

Bishop Trautman noted that such issues can get complicated. He said one would have to explore, for example, whether the Mormon had first been validly baptized in a Christian church and later converted to the Latter-day Saints.

He said his committee did not investigate how other Christian churches deal with the question of the validity of Mormon baptisms.

In a published commentary on the issue the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America concluded that Mormon teaching is so “substantially different’’ from Christian belief that “Christian baptism has not taken place’’ in a Mormon baptism.

Paulist Father Ronald Roberson, associate director of the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs and an expert on Orthodox churches, said none of the Orthodox churches regard Mormon baptism as valid.
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