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Vatican Suppresses Private Masses at St. Peter’s Basilica – Priests Respond
https://onepeterfive.com/vatican-suspends-private-masses-at-st-peters-basilica-priests-respond/ 
Steve Skojec, March 12, 2021
This morning, I awoke to a message from an associate in Asia. He writes:
“I know you don’t want to write negative stuff anymore, but this is terrible. No more private Masses in St. Peter’s. So many altars will be desolate, then.”

He attached a link to the following letter, in Italian, from the Vatican Secretary of State:
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Indeed, this is bad news worth sharing.
Over on Twitter, Diane Montagna offers a translation:
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First Section — General Affairs

To the Most Excellent Extraordinasy Comeissionee ofthe Fabric of Sant Peter
To the Canons of the Vatican Chapter
To the Liturgical Celebrations Servic of the Basiica

The Season of Lent invites us to retun to the Lord with all our heart (Joe/212), giving greater
centrlit to listening to the Word of God and t the Euchasistc Celebration. In this sense, wishing
10 ensure that Holy Masses in St Peter's Basilca take place in an atmosphere of recollection and
liturgical decorum, from now on the following s ordered:

1. Individual cclebrations are suppressed;

2 Priests and fithful who dally come to the Basilica for Holy Mass will have the opportunity 0
partiipate in the following Concelebrations: 7:00 am. in the Choir Chapel; :30 a.m. a the Alr of
the Cathedra; 8.00 am. in the Choir Chapel; 900 am. at the Altar of the Cathedra. The timetable of
the other Holy Masses remains unchanged. On the occasion of the memoril of a Saint whose
remains are kept in the Basilca, one of the Holy Masses may be celcbrated at the coresponding
Altar. On Sundays and Solemities,the fitingness of keeping to these times will be considered;

3. Concelebrations shallbe litrgicaly animated with the assstance of readers and cantors;

4. Groups of pilggims accompanied by a Bishop ora priest are assured the possibilty of celcbrating
Holy Mass in the Vatican Grottoes.

5. With regard to the Estraordinary Rite, authorized peicsts may celcbrate at 7:00, 7:30, 800 and 900
i the Clementine Chapel of the Vatican Grottoes.

“The prescat dispositions will come into force on 22 March, the Monday of the fifth week of Leat.

From the Vatican, 12 March 2021

Working transltion by Diane Mogdazns




Montagna comments:
On February 20, 2021 #PopeFrancis appointed Cardinal Mauro Gambetti as new Archpriest of Saint Peter’s Basilica, after accepting the resignation of Cardinal Angelo Comastri.

Today’s letter effectively banishes the offering of the TLM to the crypt of St. Peter’s Basilica, stating: “With regard to the [Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite], authorized priests may celebrate at 7:00, 7:30, 8:00 and 9:00 in the Clementine Chapel of the Vatican Grottoes.”

The decision also comes at a time when, amid #COVID19 travel restrictions, St. Peter’s Basilica is not exactly overrun with tourists and pilgrims, particularly at 7:00 and 8:00am.

Effectively, what today’s letter appears to suggest is that (1) at least for the foreseeable future, in the main body of St Peter’s Basilica, priests & faithful will only experience the Holy Mass concelebrated in the Novus Ordo; and (2) the Extraordinary Form will go underground.

Of course, what’s being done to the traditional Latin Mass here is especially noteworthy, but the damage done by this move affects even Catholics who are very involved with the new Mass.

Msgr. Andrew Raymond Wadsworth, himself a proponent of the TLM, is also Executive Director of the ICEL Secretariat, which handles the English translation of the Mass of Paul VI. In a Facebook post, he remarked:

Today marks a sad development I hoped I would never see – the suspension of the possibility of a priest being able to turn up in the sacristy at St Peter’s Basilica and being able to celebrate Mass at one of the many side altars of the basilica. Furthermore, the celebration of Mass in the older form is now to be limited to “authorized priests” at a single altar in the crypt at either 7am, 7.30am, 8am or 9am.

It was such a sign of the universality of the Church that a visiting priest could celebrate Mass easily in the heart of Rome, and be guaranteed a small congregation as he arrived at the altar. I am immensely grateful for the many many times I have celebrated Mass in the basilica in this way, with hundreds of people whose names I shall never know in this life. These Masses will always be a very precious memory for me. With all due respect to those whose competence it is to make such decisions, I am truly sorry that I will not be able to have that experience again, and that it will also be denied to those who were not able to experience it.
Around social media, I saw a number of other priests commenting along the same lines. Their commentary offers a better insight into this development than anything I could say. One priest, who commented in a private group (and so shall not be named) said:

One of my most precious memories from my time in Rome and my many visits to Rome thereafter, was the ability to offer holy mass at one of the side chapels in Saint Peter’s Basilica. This has now been taken away from priests. Only an enemy could do something like this.

Multiple priestly discussions of this change are also ongoing on Twitter. To my knowledge, the following are all diocesan priests; some, I believe, offer the new Mass exclusively, while others offer both the NO and the TLM:

This might be worth getting upset about. Priests will no longer be allowed to offer individual Masses at St. Peter's Basilica and the side altars will no longer be used (except, maybe, for the feast day of a saint interred underneath that particular altar). pic.twitter.com/eSh52kZs3s
— Fr. Ryan Hilderbrand but quadragesimal (@FrHilderbrand) March 12, 2021
[Priests’ Tweet images omitted]

The story is still young. I expect such conversations will continue to develop.
This is another blow from Rome not just against the traditional liturgy, but against the practice of the faith in general through the supreme act of worship, the Holy Mass.

It is another confirmation of the fact that in Rome, the men running the Church are disinterested in actually being Catholic, and they intend to stop us from doing the same.

The Church is no longer about the worship of God, the remission of sins, or the path to eternal salvation.

It has become an ecological NGO, a forum for Leftist political ideology, a promoter of syncretism and paganism and Marxist (and Peronist) economic theories, a clearinghouse for sexual perverts and predators who enjoy the protection of the powerful, an institution willing to sell out millions of its own members to the rape gangs of the CCP without so much as a shrug; after all, they’ve officially endorsed the notion that China is the best executor of Catholic Social Teaching in the world.

More and more, my philosophy is that the only way to the other side of this monstrous crisis is to let the fire burn itself out, no matter what it destroys. I was reminded the other day of something I wrote back in 2018 to this effect; I feel even more strongly about it now.

My friend in Asia told me that he fears this development at St. Peter’s is a “sign of things to come.”

I told him, “It probably is. But I expect nothing but a diminution of all good things — sometimes by violence — from here on out.”

If God so wills it, so will it be.

 

UPDATE – 3/12/21 @ 12:22PM MST:
Edward Pentin is saying that the letter is a possible fake:

[Edward Pentin’s Tweet]

If it’s a fake, it’s a believable one, and there’s nothing remotely funny about it at all. Time will tell. Stay tuned for further updates.
UPDATE 2 – 3/12/21 @ 12:48MST: Pentin is saying he has a source within the secretariat confirming the letter’s authenticity, but is still waiting on official confirmation:

[Another Tweet from Pentin]

UPDATE 3 – 3/13/21 @ 9:46AM MST:
Edward Pentin has confirmed that the letter is real.

[Yet another Tweet from Pentin]
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