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OCTOBER 18, 2019
Week 2 of Synod ends with buzz words, rehashed goals, talk of “conversion”
Many questions from the press tramped old ground without turning up new answers from the Communications panel.
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2019/10/18/week-2-of-synod-concludes-with-buzz-phrases-rehashed-goals-talk-of-conversion/
Mary Jo Anderson, Rome, October 18, 2019
Today’s press briefing focused on the progress made in the circoli minori, the small group discussions that followed the first ten days of General Congregation meetings of the Synod. The circoli members are grouped by language.
Briefing began with a reminder from Fr. Giacomo Costa, S.J. that the reports are still developing. “Nothing is right or wrong,” he pointed out. “Each contribution is important.” Circoli members have simply shared their reactions to the proposals heard in the General Congregation.

These group discussion reports are tabulated by an in-group secretary, then added to the work of all the circoli. Group reports are then bundled into a rough draft by the drafting committee.

The midpoint draft is the basis of a final document, the Relatio Final, to be voted on Sunday, October 27th. If the final document passes by a 2/3 majority of the voting members, it is given to the Pope. The Pontiff takes it as advisement. He is free to dismiss it or to incorporate it into a post-synodal exhortation. Amoris Laetitia, for example, is the post-synodal exhortation of the 2014-2015 Synods On the Family.

Journalists heard first from Sister Daniela Adriana Cannavina, S.C.M.R, Secretary General of CLAR (Confederation of Latin American Religious). Her statement underscored the message of the past week: this Synod is focused on the Amazon, but its thrust is for the universal Church. It seeks an ecological conversion that transcends personal concerns. Sr. Adriana described her group’s progress with the familiar buzz phrases: “listening respectfully,” “fruitful dialogue,” “interculturality,” “value of women’s roles,” “sensitivity to pain and suffering,” “making synodality visible,” “missionary zeal”. Her group added that “religious life is service, not power.” Spiritual formation, it was indicated, should be part of whatever roles for women come from the Synod.

Archbishop Rino Fisichella is President of the Pontifical Council for Promotion of the New Evangelization. Each synod (this is his eighth), he said, evokes “great emotion.” Though this is the Synod on the Amazon, it “causes us to reflect on catholicity, the universality of the Church… the respect for all cultures and all people… the Church is one, but made up of many different people.” His comment underscores a growing refrain: the Amazonian theme or “face” will reorient the Church Universal.

His Italian group proposed that the Amazonian people start toward an Amazonian rite by drawing on Lumen Gentium. In doing so, a new rite doesn’t detract from the center (or central?) Church. His context, perhaps, is LG #13: “Moreover, within the Church particular Churches hold a rightful place; these Churches retain their own traditions, without in any way opposing the primacy of the Chair of Peter, which presides over the whole assembly of charity and protects legitimate differences, while at the same time assuring that such differences do not hinder unity but rather contribute toward it.”

Bishop Mário Antônio da Silva of Brazil recounted proposals from his circoli which included Pope Francis’ desire for path toward an integral ecology. The provisions of the Synod will “grow in the hearts of the people,” he said, “leading us to new responsibilities” His group, he said, acknowledges the need for more ordained ministers and looks for a path, but he also stated that the “precious gift” of celibacy isn’t just a discipline but a grace.

An extended enumeration of rehashed goals and hopes was given by Mr. Mauricio Lopez, Director of REPAM in Ecuador. His recitation of the background against which press ought to receive Synod proposals was punctuated by his instruction that we “look in our hearts” for thirty seconds of Ignatian silence. Following sixty seconds of reflection he began again, “God invites us to find meaning beyond our limited personal opinions, to adopt the perspective of God.”

Lopez assured the press that the “periphery doesn’t take the place of [the] center, but enlightens the center from the periphery.” For homework, he suggested that journalists read Evangelium Gaudi and Laudato Si. Lastly, Lopez echoed yesterday’s biblical example of the blind man who cast aside his coat to follow a new path, the three lane [Nuevo Francesco] path of Conversion to Synodality, Ecological Conversion, and Pastoral Conversion.
New to this week’s briefing topics was a request for concrete examples of “ecological sin”. A journalist posed the question to each member of the panel, “Give an example of this type of sin and will it be in the final document?”

The panel was unprepared for the inquiry and no concrete example was forthcoming. Each in turn gave a broad conceptualization of ecological attitudes that cause “The cry of the poor,” companies that oppress, structural sins that cause inequality, the pain of powerless peoples, destruction of “our common home,” and greed that strips the earth of resources meant to be shared.—but no one personal act that is defined in Synod discussions as a sin. Abp. Fisichella redirected the question: “I prefer a reduction of sins, not to add new ones.” He condensed the matter to a single sin of individualism as a barrier against God, for God can be known through works of Creation. “If you don’t recognize this you fall into sin…it’s a global attitude…”

More questions from the press tramped old ground without turning up new answers from the Communications panel. Diane Montagna of LifeSiteNews asked Dr. Ruffini, Prefect of the Dicastery of Communications, if he had any clarification as promised on the wooden statue of a naked pregnant woman used in the Vatican Garden during the inauguration ceremony for the Synod. Videos of people bowing before the statue have caused some to suggest that it is an idol or, at the very least a confusing and problematic symbol.

Dr. Ruffini repeated his comment of the preceding day: “It’s just a statue that represents life.” To her question about Synod bishops’ response to the report that the Ford Foundation (which promotes abortion and gender ideology) had given over $2,000,000 to REPAM, and “what was the Pope’s reaction to that?” the panel offered a clearly rehearsed reply: the Ford Foundation gave grants to numerous organizations, and the money received by REPAM went to pro-life causes such as food security.

Bishop de Silva added, “As Catholics we are against abortion… I can tell you the funds given to CIMI are used for life.” And, Lopez of REPAM tossed the question of Ford Foundation grants aside, stating, “It’s pro-life to protect the Amazon.”

Journalists might have predicted this unconcerned response to inquiries about monies from institutions whose ethics conflict with Catholic moral teaching. For instance, Fiat Lux, the laser light show splashed across St. Peter’s Basilica in 2015 to showcase the theme of Laudato si, Our Common Home, was not paid for by Peter’s Pence. It was the donation of the World Bank which also funds anti-life projects throughout the world.

The Synod is now adjourned for the weekend.
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