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MICHAEL PRABHU SEPTEMBER 9, 2021
What is the Mark of the Beast, actually?

https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/what-is-the-mark-of-the-beast-actually  
Michelle La Rosa, September 9, 2021 

Bishop Athanasius Schneider, auxiliary bishop of Astana, Kazakhstan, grabbed attention last week when he said that QR codes used to show COVID-19 vaccine status in some countries could be “a prefiguration of the sign of the Beast.”

The bishop’s remarks [http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COVID_RULES_POSSIBLE_PREFIGURATION_OF_THE_MARK_OF_THE_BEAST_SAYS_BP_SCHNEIDER.doc] referenced the apocalyptic “Mark of the Beast” described in the Book of Revelation. 
Schneider, who has in recent months made headlines for criticisms of the Second Vatican Council and calls for priests to celebrate the Extraordinary Form of the Mass in a “clandestine manner,” is not the only one to make pandemic claims about the “sign of the beast.” 

Concerns that COVID-19 vaccines could be connected to the biblical Mark of the Beast have circulated among some Catholic and Evangelical commentators, and on social media, since the vaccines made their debut last year.

You’ve heard of the “Mark of the Beast.” But what is it, really? 
The concept comes from the Book of Revelation, which describes a powerful beast which arises from the earth and takes authority over the people, forcing them to commit idolatry and requiring them to mark themselves with his sign in order to buy or sell goods. 

Scripture says: “And he causes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor, and the free and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, and he decrees that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.”

Claims to identify the apocalyptic mark are nothing new, they have frequently arisen throughout history. 

So what else has been called the Mark of the Beast? We made a little list:

Roman coins

Some New Testament scholars* have suggested that the Mark of the Beast referenced in Revelation was connected to the coins of the Roman Empire. The coins were stamped with the image of the emperor, who was believed to be divine. Early Christians rejected belief in the emperor’s divinity, but were still required to use the coins to engage in commerce in the ancient Roman world. During the First Jewish Revolt in 66 AD, the Jews created their own coins as a sign of their separation from Rome and its authority and beliefs. 
*https://books.google.co.in/books?id=eZv1JZAHdg0C&source=gbs_similarbooks&redir_esc=y
Credit cards
In the 1960s, some Christian groups thought that credit cards were the Mark of the Beast. In pamphlets circulated by these groups, they warned people to resist getting the cards, which would include an identifying number and could become indispensable for buying and selling. Among their arguments was the claim that when the number 666* - identified as the number of the beast in Revelation - was broken down into the Roman, Greek, and Babylonian alphabets, it appeared to spell out the word “VISA.”

Barcodes
UPC barcodes became widespread in labeling goods for sale in the 1970s. 

In “The New Money System: 666,” author Mary Stewart Relfe argued that barcodes were the Mark of the Beast and were a precursor to the creation of a totalitarian world government. Objections to the new bar code system were significant enough that the creator of the UPC, George Laurer, addressed them on his website, rejecting any claims of biblical significance attached to the codes. 

A Social Security number
A few years ago, a Christian fundamentalist named Donald Yeager disavowed his Social Security number, believing that being identified by the number was the Mark of the Beast. Yeager later sued an electric company in Pennsylvania when it refused to process an internship application he had filed without a Social Security number. Yeager claimed his religious rights were being violated. A district court - and later an appeals court - disagreed with him. 
Worshipping on Sundays
Seventh Day Adventist scholars believe the Mark of the Beast will be mandatory worship on Sundays, stemming from the Catholic Church, which they believe to be the beast described in the Book of Revelation. 

Those scholars hold that the Catholic papacy substituted human authority for divine authority and changed the idea of the Biblical Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday, in violation of God’s commands. 

Microchips
Used for decades in animal identification, implanted microchips have been proposed - and in some places offered - in humans in recent years as well. The technology has the potential to replace car and office keys, ID cards, events tickets, and medical records, but it has also raised concerns about privacy and the potential for mass surveillance. Over the years, numerous Christian voices have theorized about the Mark of the Beast taking the form of some type of government-mandated microchip. 

No middle ground
Might there be any truth in any of these claims? What exactly is the Mark of the Beast, and how are we to identify it? Should we be worried about new technology and its potential to align us with the antichrist?

Probably not, according to Scripture scholars, who emphasized that trying to identify something specific as the “Mark of the Beast” in modern times is not coherent with a proper understanding of Revelation. 

“Anyone trying to identify ‘the Mark of the Beast’ with a contemporary issue, policy, or person is fundamentally misunderstanding the literary genre in which the book of Revelation was written,” said Fr. Thomas Esposito, O. Cist., a Scripture professor at the University of Dallas.

“Apocalyptic literature, of which Revelation is the prime early Christian example, was concerned more with past events and the immediate present sufferings of the author and his fellow Christians than with prophetic declarations about the future,” he told The Pillar.
“The wild creatures and cryptic symbolism are not meant to be fodder for every new generation to interpret as it wishes; the central message of the book is that Christ, the Lamb, has already conquered the forces of Satan, and that those Christians who are suffering persecution under the Roman Empire need only persevere in faith, even if martyrdom beckons, to share in the eternal joys of the Lamb at the wedding feast.”

Dr. Joshua Noble, a tutor at Thomas Aquinas College who specializes in biblical studies, agreed.
“Given that the imagery of Revelation is primarily directed at the situation of its contemporary audience, there is little reason for people today to be looking around for some specific modern practice that will be THE predicted ‘Mark of the Beast’; to do so would be, in my opinion, to misread Revelation,” Noble told The Pillar.

Esposito and Noble both said Revelation 13 is widely understood by Biblical scholars to be discussing aspects of the Roman Empire.

“The seven heads of the beast is explained as ‘seven mountains’ in Rev 17:9, the seven hills of Rome, and the number of the beast, 666, is most commonly interpreted as standing for the name of the emperor Nero,” Noble explained.

The mark of the beast is contrasted with the “seal on the foreheads” of those who are faithful to God, which is identified in Revelation as the name of the Lamb and his Father’s name, he added.

“It is unlikely that either of these marks should be interpreted as a literal, physical mark or inscription; instead, they seem to symbolize one’s belonging either to God or to the beast, the imperial system with its ruler cult,” Noble said.

The message for a modern audience is that “one can belong to God or one can belong to the beast – there is no middle ground.”

He noted that “Revelation does offer a continuing and relevant warning about unthinkingly participating in oppressive systems for the sake of convenience or economic gain.”

“Is the COVID vaccine an instance of that? My judgment would be no, but that question is one beyond the scope of biblical exegesis,” he said.

Esposito stressed that John, the human author of Revelation, “did not intend to give Christians in future ages a chance to identify the locusts, or the whore of Babylon, or the mark of the beast with their pet protests against technology, or Communism, or President Biden, or the Covid vaccine. By what authority could someone feel compelled to ‘find’ the Covid vaccine previewed in the mark of the beast? Their own personal claim to interpret Scripture as they wish - not exactly the Catholic ideal!” 

“To be sure, the Church teaches that the forces of evil will persist in their futile rebellion until the second coming of Christ, and the Devil will adopt any means necessary to destroy the fruits of Christ's resurrection. But the book of Revelation is a timely reminder to a persecuted community of first century Christians that they need only stay the course, because the victory has already been won,” Esposito said.

“Respecting the nature of the book means that we should seek greater union with the Lamb, rather than inventing new ways to distort the text.”
Readers’ comments

1. While it may be true that sensationalism about Revelation is incautious, the Catholic Church has always talked about a real antichrist; and has indeed tended to interpret somewhat literally a mark of the antichrist. 
Two doctors of the Church come to mind: St. Robert Bellarmine who devotes a chapter of his book on the antichrist to his mark and Hildegard Von Bingen in her two prophetic works: the Book of Divine Works and Scivias. Indeed Robert Bellarmine even wrote his work as an argument against those of his day who rashly interpreted the anti-christ to be the Church of Rome. But he did not do so by denying his existence (the anti-christ's), but rather by taking a sober look at the prophecy of revelation and the Church's interpretation of it. –Bill Solomon
2. I always get a bit twitchy when Biblical scholars start giving reasons why various parts of the Bible don’t mean what they seem to mean or don’t apply to those of us living today. I’d rather rely on what the saints have had to say about it. -Nancy Proctor

3. This confirms my thesis that any article with "actually" in the title has content whose purpose is to gaslight you of out believing a fact that is obvious but inconvenient to the narrative. I of course don't believe in any of the kooky stuff in the article but this a complex interpretative question with early Church Fathers like Hippolytus holding that the Antichrist is both a recent past and future event. This tradition is held by many saints and doctors through recent saints like Newman. So I'm not that moved that most assistant professors today actually believe that Revelation does not describe future events. –Finbar
4. If these professors were from any number of places, I'd agree with your assessment. But they're not -- they're from TAC and the University of Dallas. And I'm not sure they've really said they don't think Revelation portends future events, so much as they've said that what they portend does not seem to correlate with what they're being associated with.
At least in my judgment. -J.D. Flynn
5. While I have no authority to claim this is the case regarding your points, I think it's important to remember the fact that not everything believed or stated by Church fathers, doctors, saints, etc. were true. Some of them had ideas that were wrong, and were later corrected by theologians (even themselves) throughout the thousands of years of the Church. –Fritz Diefenderfer
6. “The message for a modern audience is that “one can belong to God or one can belong to the beast – there is no middle ground.”
It appears Bp. Schneider was pointing to this message, actually, or something close to it. After hedging, "I do not say this is the direct sign of Beast, to be clear", he gave the punchline: "This [QR] code is immoral in some way as, I repeat, the government is completely taking possession of your body." Seems like a big concern of his in this context is whether or not we opt to belong to the government rather than God. –Marc
7. I have a tough enough time living my Catholic faith, without being on the lookout for the "mark of the beast" in my daily life. When I first came back to the faith, I remember going to pray regularly at an adoration chapel in town. The lobby contained books about modern day prophetic messages that absolutely terrified me. This was all new to me. The beloved priest who brought me back into communion with the Church asked me if these books brought me peace. The answer was an emphatic no. I stopped reading those books. That was thirty years ago and the prophecies have not changed all that much. They might be true, but hopefully by leading a sacramental and sacrificial life, and by placing my complete trust in Christ, I will be ready for any tribulations on the horizon. I am sure Bishop Athanasius means well, and is concerned about the Church, but I hope such messages are followed by the message of hope in Christ and his Blessed Mother.
I had the pleasure of spending the last two days with high school students on retreat and the witness talks of two young men that were full of hope and joy. They encountered Christ in a very real way. Love of God and neighbor was their message. Always new. That is the message I have tried to deliver to my own children. The evil in our world is real and Covid seems to be dividing the Body of Christ. I express my extreme disappointment and I believe what is a righteous anger at coercive measures used by both governments and businesses to force people to be vaccinated. I say this as someone who is vaccinated. The coercive powers at work I believe would be the real mark of the beast, not the vaccination itself. People have their reasons for getting vaccinated and not getting vaccinated and I think that must be left to the individual's conscience. All that said I am with Teresa of Avila: "All things work to the good for those who love God". I want to stay in that "peace which this world can never give or take away".  -Mike Flynn
8. Apocalyptic literature is difficult to read, digest, and interpret. I believe that the point is this: As Catholics, we must be watchful of attempts to impose immoral beliefs and actions upon us as a condition of continued employment, trade, etc. Just as some Jews refused to cast off their beliefs during the Hellenization attempts of Antiochus IV, we must also refuse to cast off our beliefs at the insistence of the post-Christian West. –Chino Panameno
*Is “666” a “Satanic symbol”, “the mark of the devil”, “the number of the Beast”, “the Antichrist”?

Catholic interpretation of "the Beast 666" of the Book of Revelation 13:18:

The Apocalypse of St. John 13: 18: Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding, let him count the number of the beast. For it is the number of a man: and the number of him is six hundred sixty-six. –The Douay-Rheims Bible

The Douay-Rheims Bible on 666:

Six hundred sixty-six: The numeral letters of his name shall make up this number.
Revelation 13: 18: Wisdom is needed here; one who understands can calculate the number of the beast, for it is a number that stands for a person. His number is six hundred and sixty-six. –The New American Bible

The New American Bible on 666:
Each of the letters in Hebrew as well as in Greek has a numerical value. Many possible combinations of letters will add up to 666, and many candidates have been nominated for this infamous number. The most likely is the emperor Caesar Nero (see the note on 13:3), the Greek form of whose name in Hebrew letters gives the required sum. (The Latin form of this name equals 616, which is the reading of a few manuscripts. Nero personifies the emperors who viciously persecuted the church. It has also been observed that '6' represents imperfection, falling short of the perfect number '7' and is represented here in a triple or superlative form.

Catholic Encyclopedia (1913)/Use of Numbers in the Church

http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Catholic_Encyclopedia_%281913%29/Use_of_Numbers_in_the_Church EXTRACT
By Herbert Thurston
No attentive reader of the Old Testament can fail to notice that a certain sacredness seems to attach to particular numbers, for example, seven, forty, twelve, etc. It is not merely the frequent recurrence of these numbers, but their ritual or ceremonial use which is so significant. 

Take, for example, the swearing of Abraham (Gen., xxi, 28 sqq.) after setting apart (for sacrifice) seven ewe lambs, especially when we remember the etymological connexion of the word nishba, to take an oath, with sheba seven. Traces of the same mystical employment of numbers lie much upon the surface of the New Testament also, particularly in the Apocalypse. 

Even so early a writer as St. Irenaeus (Haer., V, xxx) does not hesitate to explain the number of the beast 666 (Apoc., xiii, 18) by the word "Lateinos" since the numerical value of its constituent [Greek] letters yields the same total (30+1+330+5+10+50+70+200=666); while sober critics of our own day are inclined to solve the mystery upon the same principles by simply substituting for Latinus the words Nero Caesar written in Hebrew characters which give the same result. 

Of the ultimate origin of the mystical significance attached to numbers something will be said under "Symbolism." Suffice it to note here that although the Fathers repeatedly condemned the magical use of numbers which had descended from Babylonian sources to the Pythagoreans and Gnostics of their times, and although they denounced any system of their philosophy which rested upon an exclusively numerical basis, still they almost unanimously regarded the numbers of Holy Writ as full of mystical meaning, and they considered the interpretation of these mystical meanings as an important branch of exegesis. 

To illustrate the caution with which they proceeded it will be sufficient to refer to one or two notable examples. St. Irenaeus (Haer., I, viii, 5 and 12, and II, xxxiv, 4) discusses at length the Gnostic numerical interpretation of the holy name Jesus as the equivalent of 888, and he claims that by writing the name in Hebrew characters an entirely different interpretation is necessitated.

666: The Number of the Beast

http://jimmyakin.com/wp-content/uploads/666.pdf
By Jimmy Akin, Catholic apologist
We are all familiar with the famous “Beast” of Revelation and its infamous number, 666. 

In Revelation, we read:

This calls for wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon the number of the beast, for It is a human number, its number is six hundred and sixty-­‐six [Revelation 13:18].

Throughout the years, there have been numerous proposals about how this number should be interpreted.

Today, however, there is one proposal that deserves to be taken very seriously.
Clues to the Beast and His Number

Just from the verse quoted above, we can get a couple of clues about the Beast and his number:

(It’s something that can be figured out with some effort and knowledge (wisdom), for John invites the reader to calculate it.

(It’s the number of a man. (The translation above says that it’s a “human number,” but this is not a very good translation. What the Greek says is that it’s the number “of man” or “of a man.”)

Today men have all kinds of numbers associated with them—telephone numbers, Social Security Numbers, etc.—but in the ancient world, John’s readers would have thought of the number associated with a man’s name.

This is because, at the time, they did not have a separate alphabet and number system.

Instead, the letters of the alphabet doubled as numbers. This was true in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and even Latin.

Scholars today are very familiar with how these letter/number systems worked.

For example, here is the one for the alphabet that was used in Hebrew and Aramaic:
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Basically, the first nine letters of the alphabet are numbered 1-­‐9, the next as 10-­‐90, and so on.

The same basic system was used for the Greek alphabet:
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If you’ve learned the Greek alphabet before, three of these letters—Digamma, Qop, and Sampi—may be unfamiliar.

They were used at one time in Greek, but eventually they fell out of use.

They did, however, leave their mark on the numbering system, which again uses multiples of one, ten, and a hundred as we move through the letters.

More Clues to the Beast

If all we had was a knowledge of these ancient letter/number systems, it would be almost impossible to calculate who “666” might refer to.

There would be too many candidates!

But Revelation gives us several more clues about the Beast:

(He’s someone who was alive in John’s day or who would live soon.

(This is because Revelation 1:1 and 22:6 both say that the vision John sees describes “what must soon take place,” suggesting that at least most of the events in the vision apply to John’s day.)

(The Beast has seven heads, which are identified in Revelation17:9 as seven hills.

This immediately suggest the ancient city of Rome, which was built on seven hills.

(The Beast’s heads are also identified in Revelation 17:10 as seven kings, “five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he comes he must remain only a little while.”

This immediately suggests the line of first century Roman emperors (it also suggests that John was writing during the reign of the sixth Roman emperor, Galba, who reigned in late A.D. 68 and early 69).
(The Beast is associated with a figure known as the Whore of Babylon, who John sees “drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (Rev. 17:6).
This suggests that the Beast, together with the Whore, was complicit in the persecution and martyrdom of

Christians, which the Roman Empire certainly was.

(We are also told that people worshipped the Beast, which had great military might (“They worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?’” Rev. 13:4).

The Roman Empire was the dominant military power in the first century world, and people did worship the emperor by the Roman imperial cult.

All of this lets us narrow down the field of who the Beast might be.

It seems to be identified in various ways with the Roman Empire, the city of Rome, and the line of first century Roman emperors. But what about the number 666?
Did any of the Roman emperors have names that added up to that?

Yes!

The Beast Revealed

As a Palestinian Jew, John would been familiar with the numbering system used in Hebrew and Aramaic.

As someone who wrote in Greek, he would have been familiar with the Greek numbering system also, so either could be involved in calculating the number of the Beast.

It turns out that, if you use the Hebrew/Aramaic numbering system, the Emperor Nero’s name adds up to 666.

According to one ancient Aramaic document, “Nero Caesar” was spelled like this:
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This is based on the Greek way of pronouncing Nero’s name.

Aramaic speakers usually didn’t know Latin, but they often knew Greek, and Greek wants to add an –n to the end of Nero’s name so that it doesn’t end in a bare –o.

The result would have been pronounced something like Neron Qaisar, but they didn’t spell it that way, because Aramaic didn’t have a developed system of vowels yet.

(It did have the beginning of one, though, because the vav sometimes doubled as the sound of the letter “o,” as it does here.)

If you add up the numerical values in the name, you get 666!

There are other ways you could spell “Nero Caesar” in Hebrew or Aramaic. For example, you could leave off the second nun in Neron and just have Nero.

If you did that, the name would add up to 616, and—guess what!—some Greek manuscripts said 616 instead of 666.

Given that Nero was a first Century Roman emperor, that he was worshipped, that he persecuted Christians, and that his name adds up to 666 (or 616), it seems that the Beast of Revelation is linked in a special way with Nero.

The Number of Our Lord

The book of Revelation does not assign a number to the name of Our Lord, but once you learn about the way the ancient numbering systems worked, it’s natural to wonder what you would have gotten if you added up “Jesus.”

It turns out that, if you do that in Greek, you get a very startling result:
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Totaling the numbers for each letter of the Greek word for “Jesus,” you get 888!

It’s hard not to imagine early readers of John’s Gospel sitting down, trying to figure out what 666 meant, and then idly wondering, “Just for contrast, I wonder what Our Lord’s name adds up to?”

What a surprise some of them must have had as soon as they reflected on it!
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#666 appears on casino machines a lot 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1504
October 14, 2011 
My wife and I don't go to the casinos a lot anymore, mainly because we can't afford it, it just got too expensive. My question is "Is it normal for the number 666 to show up in display of the casino machines. It seems that this number always shows up when I would be playing the penny machines or whatever. Very curious. -Rey
Most likely the number 666 is not appearing statistically any more often than other number combinations. When any of us focus upon a number or on some other item we will begin to see that number everywhere we go. This is the natural way the brain works.
The number 666 mentioned in the Bible actually refers to the Emperor Nero. We must be very careful about magical thinking and superstition. There is nothing magical or significant in the number 666. In the first century letters were translated into numbers as a way to secretly talk about the Emperor Nero. It was a code.

There is nothing to fear when we see the number 666 on the door of the hotel room, on a license plate, or as a house number, or as a number that comes up on the slots.
Should that number appear again in the context of Biblical eschatology, then the number will have significance in that context and only in that context concerning the last days and the Antichrist. -Bro. Ignatius Mary, OMSM
Anything strange about Coke?   
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1725
November 6, 2012

This might seem like the strangest question ever that I am wanting to know about. I read about someone who pulled the label off of a 2 liter bottle of Coke, turned it inside out up to the light and saw the image of the devil. Apparently the label also has three sixes that can be subliminally seen (all those curves) and many of the factories have the triple six somewhere in their address or phone number. 
A few months ago I decided to stop drinking Coke not because of what I had read, but because the price was becoming ridiculous. Since then my hair and eyes have lightened, my skin is glowing, I am taller and I laugh and smile more. My life is better in general. Could there be something to it that Coke is demonic in some way? Sorry if it seems absurd, but I thought you might know. -Cherry

There is nothing to fear. What you are describing is an optical illusion and nothing more. There is no image of the devil in a bottle cap.
There is also nothing unusual about the numbers 666. It means nothing. There is absolutely nothing of any meaning in license plates, street addresses, Driver License numbers, account numbers, or anything else that may include the numbers 666. These numbers will come together in a known and mathematically measurable statistical regularity. 

It is superstitious to assign meaning to these instances of 666, or to place any meaning to optical illusions. Superstition is condemned by the Church.

The number 666 in the Bible refers most probably to the Emperor Nero, and perhaps to some eschatological personage or political regime.﻿

The significance of 666 is limited to those two points in Scripture. -Bro. Ignatius Mary, OMSM
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 33-POPE FRANCIS DECLINES DONATION BECAUSE OF 666 FIGURE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_33-POPE_FRANCIS_DECLINES_DONATION_BECAUSE_OF_666_FIGURE.doc
Just for the record, there are at least two Pontifical Councils at the Vatican that have the “666” in their seven digit telephone numbers and there is a #666 in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

