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MICHAEL PRABHU, OCTOBER 22, 2019
What I learned at my first Latin Mass
https://onepeterfive.com/learned-first-latin-mass/ 
Randy Beilsmith, October 22, 2019
Among the many beautiful churches in St. Louis, the Oratory of St. Francis de Sales must be listed near the top. In fact, the Oratory earned the title of the most beautiful church in the county in 2017 by the Art & Liturgy blog. Living within driving distance of St. Louis, I was waiting for a chance to witness the beauty in person. That opportunity came during a Wednesday-afternoon Low Mass. I had no idea what a Low Mass was at the time, but that gave me one more reason to make the journey.
The Oratory was spectacular. Driving through the city, I could see the 300-foot spire from many blocks away. The massive Gothic structure dwarfed the row houses in the surrounding neighborhood. Inside were ornate stained glass windows, statues and painting of the saints, and an exquisite high altar. The towering nave reminded me of the great medieval churches I had visited in Europe.

After admiring the art and architecture, I found a seat in the back, anxious to find out what a Low Mass is. My attention was shifting back and forth between the intricate mosaics and the worshipers entering the pews. I was surprised that most of people were of my generation, with a slew of children in tow. This was already a different experience from my typical daily Mass, when my attendance decreases the average age by a decade or two. The women all put veils on their heads, which I had thought was merely a relic of the past I had read about in books.

Finally, a couple of vestured men appeared and began to set up for Mass. Just about when I started wondering why the setup was taking so long, everyone stood up, and it was apparent that we were into the gospel reading! I started listening more closely from my spot way in the back, but the little I heard from the priest with his back to me was hardly recognizable.
As I followed the rest of the congregation into kneeling, standing, and the Our Father, the mass began to feel more comfortable. Then my heart sped up as the communion line started to form, and I noticed the use of the communion rail. I had never received communion on the tongue, but it was clear that I was about to learn. My prayer was answered, as I did not let our Blessed Lord drop during reception of the Sacred Host.

Then Mass ended as inconspicuously as it had begun, and everyone filed out the doors, with the ladies piling the veils back up neatly. I followed the crowd and genuflected on my way out of the pew.

As I walked out to my car, trying to make sense of what happened, I couldn’t help but ask myself, “What was the point of all that? I could not understand a word of what the priest said. No readings that I could hear, no homily, not even any hymns or prayers of the faithful…”

Being ignorant of the Low Mass at the time, I have since learned that it is a spoken form of the traditional Latin Mass (TLM). In contrast, a Solemn High Mass is a sung TLM. Many of the other artifacts of the Mass were completely new to me, having been born after the Novus Ordo had saturated the Catholic world. Aside from the Latin, ad orientem and communion on the tongue at a communion rail were both new to me.

This Mass was celebrated by the Institute of Christ the King (ICK). The ICK is a relatively young religious order of priests dedicated to preserving and spreading traditional Catholic teachings and the traditional forms of the Mass. In St. Louis, the order has made its home in the beautiful St. Francis de Sales in 2005 and is currently overseeing its renovations.

Back to my Wednesday experience, I was walking back to my car, still scratching my head for the for the purpose of the previous half-hour. Then I stopped dead in my tracks, and it hit me as if I had just walked straight into one of the towering columns: “The Mass is not about what I get out of it. Rather, it is about offering sacrifice as an act of worship!”
While I had heard the lines before about “priesthood of all believers” and “sacrificial nature of the Mass” and “offering our intentions along with the priest,” that was merely a shadowy idea of what I was doing at the Mass. But after this beautiful TLM in which I understood nothing, it became crystal-clear to me that my presence and intentions were nevertheless efficacious and touched by grace.

In addition to the sacrament of the Eucharist, the Mass is also a sacrifice. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states this in section 1368:

In the Eucharist the sacrifice of Christ becomes also the sacrifice of the members of his Body. The lives of the faithful, their praise, sufferings, prayer, and work, are united with those of Christ and with his total offering, and so acquire a new value.

This is the essence of the Mass.
This is why we show up every Sunday.

This is our act of worship.

Quality of the music, inspiration of the homily, and beauty of the sanctuary are all good things and have their appropriate place in the liturgy. However, once all of this was stripped away, I was finally able to see the true purpose and beauty of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The beauty of a church made by the hands of men led me to visit St. Francis de Sales. But I left with a profound appreciation of a liturgy made by the divine.

RELATED FILES
TRADITIONALIST FILES AT THIS MINISTRYS WEB 21 SEPTEMBER 2019, 4, 166
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITIONALIST_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
VETERUM SAPIENTIA-ON THE PROMOTION OF THE STUDY OF LATIN JOHN XXIII FEBRUARY 22, 1962 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VETERUM_SAPIENTIA.doc
ECCLESIA DEI-ON THE SOCIETY OF ST. PIUS X (SSPX) JOHN PAUL II JULY 2, 1988 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ECCLESIA_DEI.doc
MOTU PROPRIO ON PONTIFICAL COMMISSION ECCLESIA DEI FRANCIS JANUARY 19, 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MOTU_PROPRIO_ON_PONTIFICAL_COMMISSION_ECCLESIA_DEI.doc
POPE FRANCIS SUPPRESSES ECCLESIA DEI COMMISSION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_SUPPRESSES_ECCLESIA_DEI_COMMISSION.doc
DECREE REMITTING THE EXCOMMUNICATION LATAE SENTENTIAE OF THE BISHOPS OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PIUS X CONGREGATION FOR BISHOPS JANUARY 21, 2009
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DECREE_REMITTING_THE_EXCOMMUNICATION_LATAE_SENTENTIAE_OF_THE_BISHOPS_OF_THE_SOCIETY_OF_ST_PIUS_X.doc
SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM-ON THE EXTRAORINARY FORM (TRIDENTINE MASS) BENEDICT XVI, JULY 7, 2007

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUMMORUM_PONTIFICUM.doc
A HOLY MASS FREE FROM LITURGICAL ABUSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_HOLY_MASS_FREE_FROM_LITURGICAL_ABUSES.doc
ARCHBISHOP ANNIBALE BUGNINI-A STUDY IN ECCLESIAL SUBVERSION 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHBISHOP_ANNIBALE_BUGNINI-A_STUDY_IN_ECCLESIAL_SUBVERSION.doc
ARCHBISHOP MARCEL LEFEBVRES SURPRISING LEGACY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ARCHBISHOP_MARCEL_LEFEBVRES_SURPRISING_LEGACY.doc
AROUND 5000 PRIESTS CURRENTLY CELEBRATE THE TLM AROUND THE WORLD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AROUND_5000_PRIESTS_CURRENTLY_CELEBRATE_THE_TLM_AROUND_THE_WORLD.doc
BAD LITURGICAL PARENTING 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BAD_LITURGICAL_PARENTING.doc
BISHOP DEFIES VATICAN ON TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOP_DEFIES_VATICAN_ON_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
BISHOP THOMAS DABRE DENIES FAITHFUL RIGHT TO HAVE LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRE_DENIES_FAITHFUL_RIGHT_TO_HAVE_LATIN_MASS.doc
BUSTING THE MYTH OF THE TRIDENTINE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BUSTING_THE_MYTH_OF_THE_TRIDENTINE_MASS.doc
CATECHESIS AND THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATECHESIS_AND_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
CHEATED BY THE CHURCH-WHAT YOUTH WANT BUT WHAT THEY ARE GETTING 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHEATED_BY_THE_CHURCH-WHAT_YOUTH_WANT_BUT_WHAT_THEY_ARE_GETTING.doc 

CHILDREN THE NOVUS ORDO AND THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHILDREN_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_AND_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc 
COMPARISON-THE TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS VERSUS THE NOVUS ORDO MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COMPARISON-THE_TRIDENTINE_LATIN_MASS_VERSUS_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS.doc
CONCERNS ABOUT THE INCREASING USE OF LATIN IN THE MASS-JOHN MARTIGNONI

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONCERNS_ABOUT_THE_INCREASING_USE_OF_LATIN_IN_THE_MASS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
DISINVITATION OF SAINTS FROM THE NOVUS ORDO MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DISINVITATION_OF_SAINTS_FROM_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS.doc
EXPERIENCE OF HORROR. FORCED TO ATTEND A NOVUS ORDO MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EXPERIENCE_OF HORROR-FORCED_TO_ATTEND_A_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS.doc
GERMAN BISHOP FELIX GENN AVERSE TO ORDAINING TRADITIONALISTS AS PRIESTS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOP_FELIX_GENN_AVERSE_TO_ORDAINING_TRADITIONALISTS_AS_PRIESTS.doc
HELPING CHILDREN ENTER INTO THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HELPING_CHILDREN_ENTER_INTO_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
IS IT EVER OK TO TAKE SHELTER IN AN SSPX MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IS_IT_EVER_OK_TO_TAKE_SHELTER_IN_AN_SSPX_MASS.doc 

IS POPE FRANCIS PLANNING TO OVERTURN SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM AND END THE LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_POPE_FRANCIS_PLANNING_TO_OVERTURN_SUMMORUM_PONTIFICUM_AND_END_THE_LATIN_MASS.doc
LATIN-ENGLISH MISSAL 1962 EXTRAORDINARY FORM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LATIN-ENGLISH_MISSAL_1962_EXTRAORDINARY_FORM.pdf
LATIN-ENGLISH MISSAL ORDINARY FORM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LATIN-ENGLISH_MISSAL_ORDINARY_FORM.pdf
NEW AGE SATAN AND LATIN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_SATAN_AND_LATIN.doc
NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER’S TIRADE AGAINST THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NATIONAL_CATHOLIC_REPORTERS_TIRADE_AGAINST_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc 
NEW SSPX LEADERSHIP ELECTED 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_SSPX_LEADERSHIP_ELECTED.doc
NINE THINGS WEVE LOST IN THE LITURGY-BESIDES LATIN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NINE_THINGS_WEVE_LOST_IN_THE_LITURGY-BESIDES_LATIN.doc
NOVUS ORDO AND THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS-A COMPARISON 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NOVUS_ORDO_AND_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS-A_COMPARISON.doc
NOVUS ORDO IS AN ORTHODOX AND VALID MASS BUT… 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NOVUS_ORDO_IS_AN_ORTHODOX_AND_VALID_MASS_BUT_….doc 
NOVUS ORDO MASS A MOST TRAGIC ALTERNATIVE-CARDINAL OTTAVIANI 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NOVUS_ORDO_MASS_A_MOST_TRAGIC_ALTERNATIVE-CARDINAL_OTTAVIANI.doc
ON GREGORIAN CHANT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_GREGORIAN_CHANT.doc
OPPOSITION TO THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPPOSITION_TO_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc 

PETER KWASNIEWSKIS BOOK ON THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PETER_KWASNIEWSKIS_BOOK_ON_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
PRIESTLY VOCATIONS DILEMMA-THE NOVUS ORDO OR THE TRADITIONAL LATIN ORDERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRIESTLY_VOCATIONS_DILEMMA-THE_NOVUS_ORDO_OR_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_ORDERS.doc
SHOULD TRADITIONAL CATHOLICS MOVE PAST THE LITURGY DEBATES? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SHOULD_TRADITIONAL_CATHOLICS_MOVE_PAST_THE_LITURGY_DEBATES.doc
STATUS OF THE SSPX 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/STATUS_OF_THE_SSPX.doc 

ST PIUS X ON GREGORIAN CHANT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ST_PIUS_X_ON_GREGORIAN_CHANT.doc
TEN REASONS TO ATTEND THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TEN_REASONS_TO_ATTEND_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc 

TEN THINGS YOU MISS BY GOING TO THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TEN_THINGS_YOU_MISS_BY_GOING_TO_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
TEN YEARS OF SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TEN_YEARS_OF_SUMMORUM_PONTIFICUM.doc
THE CASE AGAINST THE NOVUS ORDO MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CASE_AGAINST_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS.doc
THE DILEMMA OF ATTENDING IRREVERENT NOVUS ORDO MASSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_DILEMMA_OF_ATTENDING_IRREVERENT_NOVUS_ORDO_MASSES.doc
THE NOVUS ORDO MASS-JOHN MARTIGNONI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
THE OTTAVIANI INTERVENTION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_OTTAVIANI_INTERVENTION.doc
THE OTTAVIANI INTERVENTION TURNS FIFTY

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_OTTAVIANI_INTERVENTION_TURNS_FIFTY.doc
THE OTTAVIANI INTERVENTION-VIDEO 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_OTTAVIANI_INTERVENTION-VIDEO.doc 

THE PROBLEM OF THE LITURGICAL REFORM-BISHOP BERNARD FELLAY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PROBLEM_OF_THE_LITURGICAL_REFORM-BISHOP_BERNARD_FELLAY.doc
THE VATICAN AND THE SSPX IN 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_VATICAN_AND_THE_SSPX_IN_2019.doc
TLM-THE NUMBERS ARE GROWING 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TLM-THE_NUMBERS_ARE_GROWING.doc 

TRADITIONALISTS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRADITIONALISTS.doc
TRADITION AND VOCATIONS-FR ROBERT PASLEY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITION_AND_VOCATIONS-FR_ROBERT_PASLEY.doc
TRADITIONAL CATHOLIC UPRISING UNDER POPE FRANCIS-VIDEO 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITIONAL_CATHOLIC_UPRISING_UNDER_POPE_FRANCIS-VIDEO.doc
TRADITIONAL COMMUNITIES MAKING A COMEBACK TO FOSTER CATHOLIC VALUES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRADITIONAL_COMMUNITIES_MAKING_A_COMEBACK_TO_FOSTER_CATHOLIC_VALUES.doc
TRADITIONAL LITURGY DEMANDS MORE AND DELIVERS MORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITIONAL_LITURGY_DEMANDS_MORE_AND_DELIVERS_MORE.doc
TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS WITH THE SSPX-FR JOHN ZULSDORF 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS_WITH_THE_SSPX-FR_JOHN_ZULSDORF.doc
TRADITIONAL MASS BRINGS BOOM IN VOCATIONS FOR DISCALCED CARMELITE NUNS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITIONAL_MASS_BRINGS_BOOM_IN_VOCATIONS_FOR_DISCALCED_CARMELITE_NUNS.doc
TRADITIONAL PARISHES REGISTER DRAMATIC GROWTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRADITIONAL_PARISHES_REGISTER_DRAMATIC_GROWTH.doc 

TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS-PERMITTED BY ARCHBISHOP OF MADRAS-MYLAPORE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRIDENTINE_LATIN_MASS-PERMITTED_BY_ARCHBISHOP_OF_MADRAS-MYLAPORE.doc
TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS GENERATES MORE VOCATIONS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRIDENTINE_LATIN_MASS_GENERATES_MORE_VOCATIONS.doc
TRUE LITURGICAL WORSHIP AND THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRUE_LITURGICAL_WORSHIP_AND_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
TWELVE REASONS NOT TO PREFER THE NOVUS ORDO

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWELVE_REASONS_NOT_TO_PREFER_THE_NOVUS_ORDO.doc
VATICAN CONFIRMS SSPX WILL GET PERSONAL PRELATURE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VATICAN_CONFIRMS_SSPX_WILL_GET_PERSONAL_PRELATURE.doc
VIDEO-THE ETERNAL BEAUTY OF THE TRADITIONAL TRIDENTINE LATIN RITE MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VIDEO-THE_ETERNAL_BEAUTY_OF_THE_TRADITIONAL_TRIDENTINE_LATIN_RITE_MASS.doc
WHAT ARE THE BEST ARGUMENTS THEY HAVE IN FAVOR OF THE NOVUS ORDO 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_ARE_THE_BEST_ARGUMENTS_THEY_HAVE_IN_FAVOR_OF_THE_NOVUS_ORDO.doc
WHEN WILL CATHOLIC TV CHARACTERS EMBRACE TRADITION? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHEN_WILL_CATHOLIC_TV_CHARACTERS_EMBRACE_TRADITION.doc  

WHO CARES ABOUT THE LATIN MASS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHO_CARES_ABOUT_THE_LATIN_MASS.doc
WHY I NOW AVOID THE NOVUS ORDO MASS AND ATTEND THE TRIDENTINE MASS-MICHAEL PRABHU 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_NOW_AVOID_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS_AND_ATTEND_THE_TRIDENTINE_MASS-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
WHY THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
WILL CATHOLIC CHARISMATICS EMBRACE THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WILL_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATICS_EMBRACE_THE_TRADITIONAL_LATIN_MASS.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW THE LATIN MASS HELPED ME DISCERN MY VOCATION 01 MARY DONELLAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_THE_LATIN_MASS_HELPED_ME_DISCERN_MY_VOCATION_01.doc
TESTIMONY-HOW THE LATIN MASS HELPED ME DISCERN MY VOCATION 02 FR. TIM IANNACONE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-HOW_THE_LATIN_MASS_HELPED_ME_DISCERN_MY_VOCATION_02.doc
TESTIMONY-THE LATIN MASS HAS MADE ME A BETTER PRIEST 01 FR. TIMOTHY REID
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-THE_LATIN_MASS_HAS_MADE_ME_A_BETTER_PRIEST_01.doc
