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MICHAEL PRABHU MAY 14, 2020
Nobody Expects the Spanish Inquisition
The chief weapons of the Black Legend are fear, surprise, ruthless efficiency and an almost fanatical hostility to the pope.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/nobody-expects-the-spanish-inquisition
Angelo Stagnaro, June 20, 2017
Almost nothing modern people say about the Inquisition is true.

The lies perpetuated about the Inquisition were initially the result of Protestant propaganda. There are very few tales as tall as the tales told of the Black Legend of the Spanish Inquisition and Catholic Spain, and fewer still are as pernicious and malicious. They include twaddle about grotesque tortures, secretive and unjust legal proceedings and millions of brutal executions, all without a single bit of evidence. Worst still, the singular text upon which these lies were initially told have been proven to be a forgery.

Most non-Catholics who’ve never read a history book, but who pretend to have done so, don't realize that many European countries had Inquisitions of their own. The Spanish Inquisition was simply the one which operated in the Kingdom of Spain. It was set up to ameliorate the ire of the Spanish royal government when dealing with people who had falsely converted to the Church so as to avoid expulsion to Northern Africa after the Reconquista—a long, drawn-out 800-years war to liberate the Iberian Peninsula from Moslem invaders.

After 800 years of slowly ridding Spain and Portugal of an unjust and aggressive oppressor, the Spanish and Portuguese weren't exactly in the mood for peaceful coexistence with people who had sworn to wipe them out for the previous eight centuries, and expulsion was seen as the only real option. Considering the furiously bloody history of atheists in the past two centuries, it's hypocritical for them to suggest they would have acted differently.

It's odd that everyone in the world “knows” what the Catholic Church did to those caught up in the Inquisition but not one in ten million is aware of the obvious historical fact that Moslems had raped, tortured and killed Christians for 800 years prior to the Inquisition. This is in addition to the forced conversions and the fact that Christians and Jews were required to pay the exorbitant and extortionist jiyza to their Moslem overlords for the “privilege” of not converting to Islam. But, the taxes were so high, good Christians were forced into poverty and then sexual slavery because they could no longer pay the jiyza.

Even today, Moslems refuse to admit their armies were anywhere near Spain, Portugal, France, Sicily, the Byzantine Empire, Italy, Syria, Egypt, the Balkans, Ukraine, Poland, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and Albania. These were all Christian countries but had suffered under brutal Moslem oppression and annexation.

Instead, they pretend Moslems were “sojourning” in those countries to share their “advanced” technology with poor, backward, violent Christians who returned the favor by instituting the Inquisition. It's not difficult to imagine who is pulling whose strings here.

The Inquisition was set up to determine heresy and fraud. Specifically, those false conversos who had invaded Spain in the previous 800-year long jihad that had reduced Spanish Christians to slaves in their own homeland. After the invading Moslem armies were ejected in AD 1492, Moslems and Jews who remained in Spain and Portugal were given the choice to leave or to convert to Christianity. Christians, having suffered from the previous 800 years of oppression at the hand of Moslems, weren't interested in giving their oppressors a second opportunity to repeat history especially considering the Moslem propensity to takiya—a “holy” lie told to lesser people (i.e., non-believers) for the sake of defending their religion.

During the time when the Inquisition was active in Spain, England, under the rule of the Protestant Queen Elizabeth I and being threatened with military attacks from Spain, experienced a surge of nationalism fueled by anti-Catholic and anti-Spanish propaganda in the form of books and pamphlets which detailed the supposed horrors of the Spanish Inquisition. Thus the Catholic Church, Spain, Spaniards and their rulers became symbols of repression, brutality, religious and political intolerance and intellectual and artistic backwardness for the next four centuries.

The Black Legend allowed Protestants to project the horrible truth about themselves onto their Catholic enemies. When atheists rely upon gossip they've overheard about the Inquisition, they are willing, self-blinded victims of medieval Protestant propaganda.

When considering which is worse, I think it’s a draw between the Moslem invaders and the fundamentalist atheists who excuse one religion and blame another. Why don't these atheists have an opinion about the Moslem invasion of Northern Africa, Sicily, Malta, Majorca, Corsica, Sardinia, the Iberian Peninsula and the Balkans and the Levant? 
Why don't atheists attack the immoral and amoral excesses of Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli and Henry VIII? Instead, they harp on and on about the Crusades and the Inquisition, both of which were responses to the Moslem invasion of Christendom and the subsequent murder, rape and financial extortion (i.e., jizya) of the country's rightful inhabitants. Exactly how is it they justify two centuries of atheist communist and fascist oppression? They can't.

However, if atheists are howling for lascivious tales of mayhem and sexual horror, they need go no further back than the Soviet soldiers who “liberated” Europe during World War II. Historian Antony Beevor describe this sickening atrocity as “greatest phenomenon of mass rape in history” citing that at least 1.4 million women having been raped in East Prussia, Pomerania and Silesia alone by atheist Soviet troops.

There are those atheists among us, who would still insist that the Spanish government should simply have lived with the 30% of their citizens whose ancestors were forced to convert to Islam either through threats of violence. Despite not having read books on the subject, these atheists seem to have all the answers except the ones to real questions. For example, what would have happened if that 30% minority wanted to re-establish Sharia law in Spain or instigated a revolt against the Christian government inviting Moslem armies to re-conquer Iberia? What should be done then? Did the Allies defeat the Nazis during World War II only to give Germany back to them saying, “Now this time, behave yourselves!?”

The same common sense response must apply in the case of the Reconquista and the Inquisition. Hundreds of thousands of Christians were killed fighting the invading Moslems. By giving Moslems the option of conversion or leaving, the Spanish showed a great deal of largesse and restraint.

Keeping in mind that so many atheists in America were up in arms simply because the government was offering stamps depicting Mother Teresa, how much angrier would they be if they were thrown out of their own country for 800 years and forced to pay extra taxes for the “honor” of remaining atheist? I believe that whatever they would choose in such a situation should be standard by which Spanish Christians should be judged. The fabled “common sense” of atheists should be brought to bear in this case—unless of course, it's merely one of their many cherished, delusional myths.
34 Common Errors about the Spanish Inquisition
The anti-Spanish Black Legend was one of the most successful propaganda campaigns in world history.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/34-common-errors-about-the-spanish-inquisition

Angelo Stagnaro, June 23, 2017
As outlined in our previous post, there are very few tales as tall as the tales told of the Black Legend of the Spanish Inquisition and Catholic Spain. Among the many, many lies of the Black Legend of the Inquisition are:
1. The major source of information about the wildly unrealistic excesses of the Inquisition is the A Discovery and Plaine Declaration of Sundry Subtill Practices of the Holy Inquisition of Spain written in AD 1567. It was authored by Antonio del Corro, a Spanish Lutheran who wrote under the pseudonym Reginaldus Gonzalvus Montanus and claimed to be, himself, a victim of the Inquisition. Scholars know this to be a lie.

2. Montanus portrayed every victim of the Inquisition as innocent, which is statistically impossible. He also insisted that every Inquisition official was venal and deceitful, which is also statistically impossible.

3. Montanus insisted that every step in its procedure was a violation of natural and rational law though never gave an explanation as to why he felt so. Thus his appeals were to emotion rather than reason.

4. The majority of the “histories” about the Inquisition written after AD 1567 relied on Montanus as their definitive source. This document and other subsequent publications, were reprinted and translated throughout Europe and became the source on the Inquisition myths for many centuries even until the present day.

5. The “Black Legend” began as an anti-Spanish propaganda campaign that succeeded largely because of the invention of the printing press. The Inquisition and Carlos V were their prime targets.

6. Stories about cruel torture methods used by the Inquisitors and the terrible conditions in which prisoners were kept were completely falsified. The Inquisition actually had the best jails in Spain. In fact, records prove prisoners of secular courts and jails would blaspheme so they could be transferred to Inquisition prisons and thus escape the maltreatment of secular prisons.

7. The Inquisition never punished or tortured Jews and Moslems as the Church had no authority over non-Christians. Instead, these were people who supposedly converted to Catholicism but did so under false pretenses.

8. In the entire 16th century, the Spanish Inquisition executed only about 50 people—not the hundreds of thousands that are claimed by the “Black Legend.”

9. In all the Inquisitions throughout Europe together, scholars estimate the number of people executed ranged somewhere between 3,000 and 5,000. That averages, at most, about fourteen people per year throughout the entire continent over a period of 350 years, and not the 10 million Dan Brown and those who think him a serious historical scholar, have suggested. (NB: The death of 10 million people would have completely and irrevocably depopulated Europe during the Medieval Ages.)

10. The Inquisition was most active in Spain only between AD 1480-1510. Thirty years.
11. Its authority was very limited and never reached to the countryside. The Inquisition was virtually powerless in rural areas. It was secular powers or mob rule that burned supposed witches and heretics away from the cities and towns. Further, even within urban settings, it was always in competition between the Royal Court, other guilds, municipal authorities and others and was thus overshadowed in the cities of Spain. In the countryside, the Inquisitors had no power, no authority and no tools to do their jobs.

12. The supposed intrigue of the Inquisition, especially that portrayed between the Emperor Carlos V and his son Juan Carlos, is purely fictional and the result of Protestant propaganda. The lies were so successful that it inspired Schiller and Verdi to create operas which portrayed enmity between the Emperor and his son. Verdi's Don Carlos portrayed Juan Carlos as a defender of personal freedom, which he never was.

13. Prosecuting witchcraft was a popular craze in Europe's secular courts at the time. Local governments were particularly intolerant of these offenses. The accused were often burned at the stake. For the Catholic Church, charges of witchcraft were seen as delusions and treated thusly. This Church law came into being in the 7th century. Hard evidence had to be shown for any accusation. Witchcraft and sorcery were rarely capital offenses. The overwhelming number of accusations were dismissed.

14. The Inquisition's manuals remained highly skeptical of witch accusations except in rare cases when dealing with the Cathars of Southern France, whose heretical teachings included witchcraft and magic. Further, the Cathars were engaged in murderous campaigns against Christians in France, including assassinating papal envoys.

15. Contrary to popular atheistic gossip, The Discoverie of Witchcraft was not written by the Catholic Church. In fact, it was written by the Protestant author Reginald Scot in 1584. Scot believed the prosecution of those accused witches was irrational and un-Christian. Further, he held the Catholic Church responsible. In addition, though it purportedly was written to show magic and demonic influences didn't exist, the author actually claimed to believe in astrology, magic stones and the power inherent in unicorn horns. Within two years of its publication in England, it was put on the Catholic Church’s Index of Forbidden Books thus, it can’t be said that the Catholic Church supported it. As an aside, two years is light speed considering they didn’t have fax machines back then.

16. The Inquisition rarely relied upon torture to extract information. It was used less by the Inquisition than it was in the tribunals of other countries throughout Europe at the time. The stories of Protestant torture of Catholics in the Tower of London were by far more gruesome, including that of St. Nicholas Owen.

17. Jewish conversos who fled Spain often immigrated to Italy where they were treated by far better. If the Catholic Church and its Inquisition was responsible for the horrors attributed to them, why would Jews flee to Italy—the “belly of the beast,” as it were? Obviously the blame for the excesses of the Inquisition rested upon Spanish secular authorities and not religious ones.

18. It can be rightfully asked if Moslems were the distal cause of the Inquisition, why is it that Jews were targeted also? Because for most of the 800 years of Moslem oppression, Jews were integrated into Moslem armies which viciously and indiscriminately killed Christians trying to live peacefully in their own countries (i.e., Spain and Portugal.) Jews in Iberia were treated as second-class citizens but Christians were considered third-class cannon fodder. Moslems regularly recruited Jews to fight their wars for them. After the Reconquista, Christians weren't ready to trust the community that had actively sought their destruction. America imposed great limitations upon the Japanese and Germans because of World War II which are still in effect today. 15th century Iberian Christians didn't have a great number of options left to them and a burgeoning population of 30% non-Christians living in their newly recovered homeland made them very nervous just as the current 25% of non-Jews make contemporary Israelis nervous. Thus, Jews were given the option of converting or leaving. I doubt that any other country would have been as generous to their erstwhile conquerors as 15th century Iberian Christians had been to Jews and Moslems.

19. The last two people to be executed for practicing witchcraft were Anna Göldi (Glarus, Switzerland, in 1782) and Barbara Zdunk (Prussia in 1811.) Both were Protestant-ruled countries and therefore had no connection to the Inquisition. In fact, popes at the time wrote letters begging for local authorizes to spare the lives of the accused witches but to no avail.

20. The Inquisition never sentenced anyone to death. It was civil, secular authorizes which had the power of life and death over prisoners. Neither the Catholic Church nor the Inquisition had the authority or interest to put anyone to death. The Inquisition's authority was merely to ascertain the truth and identify heresy.

21. Stories about the other Inquisitions are seldom told. Protestant propaganda unfairly demonized Carlos V but wrote fulsome panegyrics lauding Henry VIII, the lecherous and treacherous king of England, simply because he was a champion of Protestantism. Tens of thousands of Catholics were tortured and slaughtered throughout Britain and Ireland because of him and other Protestants leaders such as Oliver Cromwell. Atheists seem to have forgotten that salient aspect of history because they refuse to read books before daring to speak.

22. In reality, most inquisitors weren't Catholic priests. Many were lawyers trained in secular Spanish schools. The job of inquisitor was considered a stepping stone to other careers.

23. The anti-Catholic propaganda started immediately after Emperor Carlos V's overwhelming victory during the 1547 Battle of Muelburg when the Protestants armies were annihilated. When the Reformers realized Spain's overwhelming military superiority, they used the printing press to attack his character. This is what led researchers to realize the Inquisition was one of the most successful propaganda campaigns in world history. Protestants were very skilled in the lies they spread about the Catholic Church and the Inquisition in particular. Emperor Carlos refused to address the lies as he believed that gentlemen fought with weapons on a battlefield and not with ideas safely hidden behind a printing press.

24. In addition, all of the complaints about the Inquisition came from Protestant sources. If the Inquisition were as evil as it was portrayed, complaints would have arisen from Catholic sources initially.

25. Protestants portrayed the Inquisitors as being debased, immoral barbarians who routinely used horrific tortures and deflowered virgins to satiate their own lusts. They offered no proof. Even the Inquisitions own records never portrayed such evil.

26. If the Inquisition was as evil as it was portrayed by Protestants, there would have been a massive uprising destroying the Church. There was no such civil war in Spain or mass defections from Catholicism.

27. Even Voltaire decried the Spanish Inquisition claiming that it was still killing people in the 18th century but there are no records of this whatsoever. Voltaire was never a friend of the Church and looked forward to its destruction so was eager to spread tales about it.

28. The supposed “Inquisitorial chamber” and their supposedly gruesome conditions simply never existed.

29. Though propaganda suggests millions of people were imprisoned and tortured, there had only been 7000 cases brought before the Spanish Inquisition in total. Only 2% of the accused experienced any torture. Only 1% experienced torture more than once.

30. A document supposedly from the Spanish Inquisition, which has subsequently been proved to be a forgery, alleged that the court ordered the extermination of entire populations—millions of victims—for heresy. In reality, in 16th century Spain, only 40 to 50 people were executed for heresy in the 16th century including the Americas—fewer people died for heresy than in any other country. In comparison, more than 400 people died, mostly Catholics, were killed in Protestant England for the same reason.

31. Total number of victims of the Spanish Inquisition was 3000-5000 people. This is in comparison to the 150,000 witches burned in the rest of Europe mostly in Protestant countries.

32. The Spanish Inquisition lasted for only 100 years. Moslems occupiers of Spain and Portugal orchestrated 800 years of torture, rape, murder, slavery and forced 30% of the Christian population to convert to Islam. Protestants lied about the extent of the Inquisition. Atheists refuse to read books about the Inquisition while pretending to do so and continue to spread lies about Catholics. Who is more evil?

33. The Inquisitors were said to roast people's feet, brick them up inside walls, smash their joints with hammers, flay them on wheels, ravish their female victims and the indiscriminately use iron maidens. In reality, they were restrained interrogators—when compared to secular authorities such as those in Protestant countries, they were positively enlightened. Consider the tortures of the infamous Tower of London especially those used against such Catholic martyrs as Sts. Nicholas Owen, John Jones, John Wall, Augustine Webster, John Houghton, Robert Lawrence, Richard Reynolds, John Stone, Alexander Briant, Edmund Arrowsmith, Edmund Campion, David Lewis, Henry Morse, Henry Walpole, Nicholas Owen, Philip Evans, Robert Southwell, Thomas Garnet, Alban Roe, Ambrose Edward Barlow, John Roberts, Cuthbert Mayne, Edmund Gennings, Eustace White, John Almond, John Boste, John Kemble, John Lloyd, John Pain, John Plesington, John Southworth, Luke Kirby, Polydore Plasden, Ralph Sherwin, John Rigby, Philip Howard, Richard Gwyn, Swithun Wells, Anne Line, Margaret Clitherow and Margaret Ward. In fact, English secular authorities would disembowel thieves for stealing sheep. Secular authorizes in Germany would blind anyone who returned to the country after being exiled.

34. Inquisitors had very strict guidelines as to what could and couldn't be done taking great efforts to make sure people weren’t hurt especially the innocent. The guidebook was entitled Instructiones. 
The ‘Enlightenment’ Inquisition against Great Scientists
Everyone knows about Galileo, but few people know the stories of scientists like Antoine Lavoisier, ‘the father of modern chemistry’

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/the-enlightenment-inquisition-against-great-scientists

Dave Armstrong, May 14, 2020

Why is it that we always hear, ad nauseam, about Galileo and how he was persecuted by the Catholic Church for saying that the earth went around the sun? Well, there are two reasons: it makes for great copy, because it was a whopper of a scientific error, and because it is fodder for anti-Catholicism and even a broader anti-Christianity (and sometimes anti-theism and anti-religion, period). When we Catholics make mistakes, they are never forgotten, and milked (in distorted, half-baked form) for all they are worth.

Atheists, agnostics, secularists, and many of those on the political left absolutely love the Galileo story. It’s been wonderful propaganda for them for 400 years; that is, in its usual modified, revisionist, one-sided presentation, designed to make the Catholic Church look as bad as it can possibly look, in order to foster the myth that it is somehow “anti-science.”

Now, with that background in mind, consider another case of a very renowned, skilled, important scientist being “persecuted” and wrongly treated. To give some biographical background, Antoine Lavoisier (1743-1794) is considered the “father of modern chemistry.” He developed the first version of the law of conservation of mass, helped devise the metric system, wrote the first comprehensive list of elements, and reformed chemical nomenclature.

He discovered that although matter may change its form or shape, its mass always remains the same. He determined that the components of water were oxygen and hydrogen, and that air was a mixture of gases, primarily nitrogen and oxygen. 
His Traité Élémentaire de Chimie (Elementary Treatise on Chemistry, 1789) is considered to be the first modern chemistry textbook.

Unfortunately, Lavoisier died prematurely at age 50. Do you know how he died? He was beheaded by a guillotine: killed by the folks in France who prided themselves (and are widely known, for some bizarre reason, to this day), as proponents of “enlightened” reason: freed (so they viewed themselves) from the shackles of centuries of Christian “Dark Ages” intellectual slavery and mindless dogmatism (as the stereotype goes). These were allegedly the “smart” people; the “liberated and free” people; the “liberals” with all the noble ideas. You know: “liberty, equality and fraternity,” and all that.
I find it extremely interesting, myself, that we rarely hear of this. Most people, I suspect, are like myself. I had at least heard of the man’s name, and knew he had a significant place in the history of scientific pioneers and great minds, but I didn’t know he died in this fashion. And that is because the secularist powers that be have a vested interest in downplaying and obscuring inconvenient facts such as these. Their goal is to pit religion against science, so Galileo fits right in with that.

It’s supposed to always be “Christianity against science” and never “radical secularism and atheism against science.” That won’t do. The atheist / radical secularist French revolutionary persecution of Lavoisier the great Catholic scientist is a tidbit of history that is ignored, suppressed and hushed up. It’s an absolutely classic case of cynical, deliberate historical and academic bias.

Jean-Paul Marat, who made himself Lavoisier’s enemy: one of the three leading figures of the French Revolution (along with Georges Danton and Maximilien Robespierre), was a failed scientist, and his motivations were clearly petty jealousy, and a wounded pride, fed by paranoia. He wrote:

The d’Alamberts, the Condorcets, the Moniers, Monges, Lavoisiers and all the other charlatans of that scientific body wanted to hog the limelight for themselves . . . they disparaged my discoveries throughout Europe, turned every learned society against me . . .

How was Lavoisier treated at his trial? What was the basis of his “guilt”? Galileo spent his last several years under a very mild “house arrest” in comfortable environs, including palaces, and wasn’t forbidden from carrying on his scientific experiments. Lavoisier was not quite so graciously treated:

Early in his career he felt the need of increasing his resources to meet the necessities caused by his scientific experiments. With this in view he became a deputy fermier-général, whereby his income was much increased. But joining this association of State-protected tax-collectors only prepared the way for many years of bitter attack and a share of the public odium attaching to their privilege. He . . . aimed at bringing France to such a state of agricultural and industrial expansion that the peasant and the working-man would have profitable employment and the small landed proprietor relief from the burdensome taxes . . .. Having incurred the hatred of Marat he found himself, together with his fellow fermiers-général, growing more and more unpopular during the terrible days of the Revolution. Finally in 1794 he was imprisoned with 27 others. A farcical trial speedily followed, in which he was charged with “incivism” in that he had damaged public health by adding water to tobacco. He and his companions, amongst them Jacques Alexis Paulze, his father-in-law, were condemned to death. (Catholic Encyclopedia: “Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier”)

Lavoisier was one of the estimated 16-17,000 people who were guillotined in the “enlightened” Reign of Terror, from October 1793 to July 1794. Here we have an atheist/deist/secularist/anti-Catholic Inquisition. 

Philippe-Frédéric de Dietrich, fellow chemist, metallurgist, and associate member of the Academy of Science, was also killed in the Terror, on 19 November 1793. The famous French philosopher and mathematician Nicolas de Condorcet died in an “Enlightenment” prison under mysterious circumstances, on March 28, 1794. Jean Baptiste Gaspard Bochart de Saron, an astronomer and mathematician, fell prey to the terror on April 20, 1794. Guillaume-Chrétien de Lamoignon de Malesherbes, a botanist and statesman, met his end in the usual fashion, on April 23, 1794.

Félix Vicq d’Azyr, a French physician and anatomist, originator of comparative anatomy and discoverer of the theory of homology in biology, died on June 20, 1794. His death may have had some relation to the Terror as well.

But Galileo is supposedly the quintessential “persecution of a scientist by unenlightened Troglodytes” historical episode?
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