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JANUARY 17, 2020
The Top Five Church News Stories We’re Watching In 2020
 https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/leaked-letter-popes-amazon-doc-coming-soon EXTRACT
Steve Skojec, January 17, 2020
I often have a strong gut feeling about the coming year, and I’ve been known to make a few predictions around this time each January. But I’ve got to be honest with you: I’ve got nothing. Maybe it’s Francis-fatigue, maybe it’s something else, but my crystal ball, so to speak, is as murky as modernist language. We’re going to be entering the eighth year of this pontificate in a couple of months, and so much bizarre stuff has already happened, it’s difficult to imagine how much weirder it could get from here.

So instead of making guesses, let’s look at what we know is coming, because it’s going to be coming fast.
1. The Amazonian Synod’s Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation
If we’ve learned anything since this pontificate got underway, it’s the power for disruptive change that can be packed into a synod. And as 2016’s post-synodal apostolic exhortation proved, sometimes the final document takes the relative chaos of a synod and distills it into something even more dangerous.

We originally expected the latest exhortation — arguably the most significant ecclesiastical event of 2020 — to drop before Christmas, but the date got pushed back for reasons that were not entirely clear. (Maybe they didn’t want it to appear obviously pre-written?)

Now the story, according to a leaked letter from synod architect Cardinal Cláudio Hummes, is that we’ll see it released by the end of February. What Hummes does not say in his letter is what the exhortation will address. But from what we already know about the synod, certain themes rise to the top of our list of expectations. Themes such as:
· Ecological considerations and their relevance to the moral life (i.e., “ecological sins”)

· “Valuable” lessons from indigenous cultures and their pagan beliefs

· Next steps on the proposed re-examination of a female diaconate

· Next steps on the proposed ordination of married male deacons to the priesthood in regions suffering priest shortages

· The outlines of a proposed Amazonian rite of the liturgy

If we’re lucky, we might also get a Pachamama coloring book out of the deal.

Obviously, we should expect the content of the exhortation to include a heavy dose of benign filler interspersed with sections that are outrageously controversial — perhaps even more weaponized footnotes — and for it to dominate much of the Catholic conversation for the months immediately following its publication as its import is unpacked. Depending on how restrained it is, there will likely be new theological efforts to evaluate its errors, new open letters challenging its content, new petitions regarding the same, etc.
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