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When secular dogmas trump sacred dogmas
Rather than “engage the modern world” as the Second Vatican Council had hoped, liberal Catholicism has tried to “update” the faith so it adheres to the dogmas of contemporary Progressivism.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/10/25/when-secular-dogmas-trump-sacred-dogmas/
David G. Bonagura, October 25, 2021
“Now we don’t go as missionaries,” ran the homily I heard in New York City on the feast of the North American Martyrs, “to convert anyone. We go to be converted by the encounter with the culture and with the people.” Earlier the homilist had made an analogy: the North American Martyrs were “pearl merchants,” bringing the “pearl of great price” that they had in Christ to a people yet to receive it. Today, by contrast, missionaries are “bounty hunters” seeking to find the hidden presence of Jesus in other cultures and traditions.
Elsewhere, I observed on the Internet, this feast that is intended to celebrate the fearless efforts of eight Frenchmen who journeyed to an unknown world so they could bring its natives the Gospel—without which, these missionaries deeply believed, they would not have eternal life—was morphed into a penance service seeking reparations for the sins that European colonists committed against Native Americans, with Pope Francis’s 2015 Bolivia apology speech invoked as the new litany of humility.

It would be fruitless to remind those who have inverted this feast day that these eight martyrs came to New York and Canada in peace; that they faced unprovoked hostilities from the natives, who deemed the sacred vessels for Mass instruments of black magic; that St. Isaac Jogues was captured and tortured by the Mohawks, to the point of biting off his fingers; that St. John de Brebeuf was killed when, after torture, a burning torch was shoved into his mouth; that the lay brother René Goupil received a tomahawk blow to the head for teaching native children to make the sign of the cross; that Jogues was beheaded, with his head triumphantly displayed while his body was tossed into the Mohawk River.

No, equivocating will not work here. There is a deeper problem animating this revisionist approach to Catholic missionary activity: the elevation of secular dogmas over sacred ones. The truths of faith, including Christ’s command to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19), have been subordinated to secular dogmas of the Progressive Church, whose creed solemnly forbids spreading Christian ideas or believing those ideas to be true for all people.

The demands of faith in Jesus Christ have always placed Catholics in tension with the world. We are to be in the world, not of it, as the saying goes. This is seldom an easy balance, and few have done it better than the missionary saints who left family and comfort so people they never met could be saved. Our citizenship in the heavenly city, they teach us, precedes our citizenship in any earthly city.

But whenever we prioritize this world over the supernatural world, whether in small items like eschewing penances or through philosophical commitments, our faith inevitably grows stale. “You cannot serve two masters,” warned our Lord. If we rank secular dogmas over sacred ones, we may not come to despise our faith, but we may shrink from it as we convince ourselves that the world is right and the Church is wrong.

This, in essence, has been the liberal Catholic project since Vatican II. Rather than “engage the modern world” as the council had hoped, liberal Catholicism has tried to “update” the faith so it adheres to the dogmas of contemporary Progressivism.

Consider the typical desiderata of liberal Catholicism. Women in the priesthood is an outgrowth of the women’s liberation movement. Artificial birth control, marriage for priests, and acceptance of same-sex romance are all corollaries of the Sexual Revolution. Reducing Catholicism to one religion equal to any other and without saving power stems from moral relativism. Creating a false dichotomy between doctrine and pastoral care, where the former is “oppressive” and the latter is “Jesus’ way,” applies to Catholic life the Enlightenment’s rejection of absolute truth and its elevation of ethics into God’s place.
These desires all have one thing in common: they seek Catholicism’s conformity to the world, which they bring about, in the words of St. John Henry Newman, by “the mistake of subjecting to human judgment those revealed doctrines which are in their nature beyond and independent of it.”

By contrast, Catholic missionaries like the North American Martyrs, following Jesus’ mandate, seek to convert the world to Catholicism, and, in doing so, they rightly scrutinize human judgments in light of God’s revelation.

To subordinate sacred dogmas to secular ones is the serve Mammon rather than God. When secular dogmas demand the alteration or neutering of sacred ones, we know that the former lead not to salvation but to perdition.
Numerous teachings of our Lord demand that we must choose Him over the world:

( “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well (Matt 6:33).

( “If any one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26).

( “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell” (Matt 5:30).

( “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead” (Matt 8:22).

( “Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Mark 10:21).

The North American Martyrs chose Christ over the world, and over their own lives, because they believed then what we are supposed to be believe now—that salvation comes through faith in Christ. In evangelizing they showed greater charity to the Native Americans than any progressive agenda could ever supply. To transform the celebration of their sanctity and selfless heroism into a plea for forgiveness for other colonists’ sins, or to assert that conversion to the Catholic faith is no longer necessary, is to subordinate, whether intentionally or unwittingly, the sacred creed to the secular one.

The blood of the martyrs is the seed of Christians. The faith of the martyrs—and not of the progressives—is the faith of Christians. It is the martyrs’ faith that saves.
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