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MICHAEL PRABHU MAY 31, 2021
Making Aliyah: Why 6,000 Jews from Manipur want to emigrate to Israel
According to Shavei Israel data, more than 4,000 Bnei Menashe people have already immigrated to Israel

https://www.eastmojo.com/manipur/2020/12/31/making-aliyah-why-6000-jews-from-manipur-want-to-emigrate-to-israel/ /
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The Bnei Menashe from India's northeast region arriving in Israel earlier
On December 15 this year, 250 Indian Jews belonging to the Bnei Menashe community from Manipur and Mizoram arrived in Israel. They became the first batch to arrive in the Jewish state after a gap of two-and-a-half years.
The Bnei Menashe community are believed to be the descendants of the tribe of Manasseh, one of the ten lost tribes of Israel, and exiled around 27 centuries ago by the Assyrian Empire.

According to Shavei Israel data, a non-profit organisation that facilitates the immigration of the Jews of Israel, more than 4,000 Bnei Menashe have already made Aliyah and immigrated to Israel. Another 6,500 Bnei Menashe still remain in India’s northeast region, awaiting the chance to return to their ancestral land.

Though Bnei Menashe first arrived in Israel in the 1980s, their first mass migration took place in 2006, when 213 members of the Jewish community emigrated from Mizoram. Subsequently, in 2007, another 233 people emigrated to Israel from Manipur. This was the first mass exodus from the state. However, their long-cherished dreams of returning to their homeland are only possible after they officially embrace Judaism.

The Rabbinic Court of Jerusalem recognised the Bnei Menashe community as one of the ten lost tribes of Israel in 2005. They were referred to as Chin-Kuki-Mizos, commonly known as CHIKIM tribes residing across the region.

In 2004, a Shavei Israel Hebrew Centre was established at B Vengnuom in Churachandpur district by Michael Freund, the founder and chairman of Shavei Israel.
Manipur’s Jews live mostly in Churachandpur, Kangpokpi, Tengnoupal, Imphal, Moreh and Tupul (Noney).

A member of the Beit Shalom Synagogue in Churachandpur said the entire CHIKIM tribe is recognised as one of the lost tribes of Israel.

However, many of them cannot call Israel their home, since they still practice Christianity. The advent of Christianity in Manipur was recorded in the 1890s and slowly diffused in the entire hill tribes, including the CHIKIM.

However, as per reports, a few CHIKIM people started embracing the Jewish Sabbath in the early 1960s and adopted the seventh day of the week, i.e. Saturday, as a rest day, unlike the Christian resting day on Sunday.

Speaking with EastMojo, a 48-year-old Peter Gangte (name changed) from Gangbimuol village in Churachandpur said that after realising his Jewish connection, he started practising Judaism in 2003.

“I was still a bachelor when I embraced Judaism. My wife too converted to Judaism after we got married. However, my two children are Jews by birth,” said Gangte.

Gangte added that his brother is a research scholar on the Bnei Menashe community, but remains a Christian.

Just like Gangte, many families of the CHIKIM tribe practised and believed in different religions. However, the differences in their faith did not impact their family harmony.

Another member of the Beit Shalom Synagogue in Churachandpur, on condition of anonymity, said that immigration to Israel is complicated since there are no written records of their originality as Jews after they were exiled over 2,700 years ago.

“Those who had gone to Israel underwent extensive counselling and intense scrutiny on Judaism. They also required a rigorous study of the Hebrew language and other rituals of Judaism,” he told EastMojo.

Though most of the CHIKIM tribe are still Christians, those who embraced Judaism need to follow a strict dietary plan. They need to give up pork, for example, one of the major diets of the tribal community in Manipur and elsewhere in the northeast region. Keeping their faith alive, all the followers of Judaism recite prayers in Hebrew thrice a day.

160 Indian Jews immigrate to Israel, several left behind after testing positive

A total of 275 Jews from the Northeast Indian community of Bnei Menashe were scheduled to travel to Israel on Monday; but some 160 reached the country

https://www.eastmojo.com/northeast-news/2021/05/31/160-indian-jews-immigrate-to-israel-several-left-behind-after-testing-positive/
Jerusalem, May 31, 2021

Some 160 Jews from the Northeastern Indian community of Bnei Menashe reached Israel on Monday but 115 others were left behind in India after 38 of them tested positive for COVID-19, according to authorities here.
A total of 275 Jews from India were scheduled to travel to Israel on Monday.

Shavei Israel, a non-profit organisation, has been spearheading the movement to bring back Jews from the lost tribe looking to immigrate to Israel and have coordinated the aliyah (immigration) of most of the Bnei Menashe community members living in Israel.

The flight landed at Ben-Gurion airport on Monday.

“Family members accompanying the 38 people who were tested positive also stayed behind and will come once they all recover and complete the quarantine period,” a member of the Bnei Menashe community, hailing from the north-eastern states of Manipur and Mizoram, told PTI.

“The new batch of immigrants will be kept at an absorption centre initially where they will go through the formal absorption process, including learning Hebrew, and then will be settled in the northern part of Israel, he said.

Ha’aretz Online reported earlier that the Ministry of Health was considering barring the entry of the entire group after the high rate of positive tests for COVID-19, but allowed those who tested negative to board the flight under pressure from the Immigration and Absorption Ministry and the Jewish Agency.

With the latest batch of immigrants from the community, their numbers would swell to more than 2,500 as per the ministry of Immigration and Absorption.

There have been intense debates around the Jewishness of Bnei Menashe in the past, but in 2005 the then Chief Rabbi of the Sephardi community, Rabbi Shlomo Amar, recognised them as descendants of Israel, paving the way for their immigration to Israel. The community claims that it belongs to the Menashe tribe, one of the ten tribes pushed into exile by the Assyrians some 2,700 years ago.
