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Why Catholics started leaving the Church in droves after Vatican II
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/why-catholics-started-leaving-the-church-in-droves-after-vatican-ii
By Dr. Joseph Shaw, July 18, 2019

In a newly published book, Mass Exodus: Catholic Disaffiliation in Britain and America Since Vatican II, Professor Stephen Bullivant has explored in detail what went wrong with the Church after the Second Vatican Council, from the point of view of the sociology of religion. The sociological, as opposed to the supernatural, perspective has its limitations, but we should hear what it has to say.
I want to explore just one aspect of Bullivant’s argument (I heartily recommend the book for those interested in more). He introduces readers to the well-established theory of the “social network effect” in sustaining a world view. Simply put, if all your neighbors are Catholics, it is easier to remain a Catholic yourself. If you meet fellow worshipers from your parish in your workplace, in local shops, and in your leisure pursuits, if you read Catholic news sources, and if you are surrounded by Catholic devotional statues and holy pictures, the Catholic worldview will begin to seem not just one option among many, but the obvious way to look at things. Doubts can be answered or ignored. Going to church is just what everyone does. Examples of personal holiness and self-sacrifice for the Faith are easy to witness and to give.

Many Catholics in the USA, the U.K., and around the world lived in such densely networked Catholic communities up until the 1950s. Our communities today are nothing like so closely knit. This is because of many factors, including the mixing of the population by the World Wars (not only war service, but subsequent migration), the destruction of urban, often ethnic-based communities in the context of suburbanization and slum-clearance, increasing numbers of young people going to university, greater opportunities for travel, the rise of commuting, and television. Our ideas and impressions, our friendships and our self-understanding, come less from within the community and more from outside it.
This much is obvious. Bullivant goes on to point out that many of the things inspired by the Second Vatican Council, however well intentioned, contributed yet further to the breaking down of the Catholic community as a social network. Part of what enables a network to function is a sense of identity, established by “markers.” A good example from the old days was the tradition of eating fish on Fridays and fasting on certain days. Again, Catholic churches looked different, and Mass looked very different from Protestant services, before the Council, and Catholics had a distinctive spirituality. Catholics had a shared sense of history, with their own heroes and martyrs. All these things were undermined, some subtly, some quite violently, following the Council: Friday abstinence was abolished, many devotional images in churches were smashed, and the Mass was made to look and sound so much more like a Protestant service that it became possible to use some identical liturgical texts.

What is interesting in the present context is that the overall effect of these policies on the Catholic community was a feature, not a bug, in this process. Post-Conciliar Catholic leaders wanted Catholics to come out of the “ghetto,” to engage more with non-Catholics, and for the Church to have as little as possible in its liturgy and devotional life that would serve as a barrier to non-Catholics.

The idea was that the Church would have more impact on the world as whole if it was less distinctive vis-à-vis the world, and that without the barriers, non-Catholics would be drawn in to the Church more easily. A moment’s thought should have revealed that it would also be easier for Catholics to leave, which is what actually happened. But there are two other ways in which this policy was naïve.

First, as the “megachurches” have taught us, if you want to draw people in, there must be something to draw them in to. There must be something distinctive that can attract their attention in the first place, and there must be a community waiting to welcome them and give them a home. If the community is undermined, so is the Church’s capacity to draw people in and sustain their spiritual lives.

Second, the social “walls” around the Catholic community before the 1960s were already crumbling, for the reasons already noted. If Vatican II had never happened, or if in some sense it could be reversed (whatever that might mean), the dense urban and rural communities of the mid-20th century would still have been opened up by the factors already mentioned: suburbanization, universities, television, and so on. 
Those who say these communities were stifling, and characterized by prejudice against outsiders, can relax. They were doomed anyway. The only question was the degree of disintegration that was going to take place. The net effect of post-Conciliar policies was to take things even further in the direction of complete atomization than it would have gone anyway — and then, with unwitting irony, to complain about the lack of “community” in many parishes.
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Thank you for the critically important social observations here. For more on the willful destruction of Catholic ethnic communities after WWII, see E. Michael Jones' "Slaughter of Cities". It was no accident.

Agreed that it was no accident. The anti-Catholic bias was, and still is, very strong here in the USA. And, openly so here in the Southeast. When I was still in the workforce, in healthcare, even in Catholic hospitals, I frequently witnessed and was subjected to it by fellow employees. Things said, like: "You're a Catholic? Are you "saved"? My brother-in-law got "saved", so now he's a "CHRISTIAN-Catholic"!" Or, overheard, like: "Catholics aren't Christians." I quickly, and firmly corrected them. Also, my wife was informed, by a nosy woman, that because she was Catholic she was "going to hell!" to which my wife dryly replied "Ma'am that's YOUR opinion, but maybe you need to study church history, and scripture better!" with her sweet smile never leaving her face!

Today's reality is that most individuals meet their social needs quite adequately without the local Catholic parish or diocese. While I think there could be some space within our culture to create certain Church sports or recreation leagues or clubs within a diocese that could foster healthy rivalry between parishes or regions, for the most part we as a Church will not be able compete with existing social networks. When I was in a small parish of a bedroom community I envisioned creating an atmosphere in the village of neighbours telling one another that they will "see you in church" to try to get that social support mentioned in the article. I also encouraged the practicing Catholics to say hello to each other and learn each other's names on the way out of Mass. Eventually I gave that approach up in favour of simply trying to meet the one human need that the wider culture was/is ignoring and could never do authentically anyway, that is, the need to worship God. I think that parishes should focus on worshiping God well. In my case, that meant, ad orientem worship for Mass, and fostering reverence and awe in the nave and sanctuary at all times. It did have some positive effect on some of the local residents, but not for most. What it did do, however, was deepen the Faith of those who did choose to worship there, and it drew new parishioners by practice from outside the parish boundaries. It became a sort of niche parish for those Catholics within driving distance who really wanted to pray and learn, rather than to have a weekly social. To my pleasant surprise I began to witness supportive relationships form amongst the practicing Catholics. This happened quite naturally without any encouragement on my part and without any formal programs. Those friendships had/have the foundation of love of Jesus and the Catholic Faith, rather than the happenstance that live in the same neighbourhood. While many were not pleased with my approach, some really benefited from it. The interplay of faith and culture certainly cannot be overlooked, as I think the article and the book referenced are trying to examine, as to the reason for decline in the rate of practicing Catholics. Indeed, I suspect that for most of us, priest and laity, we have been largely formed more by the culture within which we grew up and live than by the authentic Gospel. As disciples of Jesus and children of the Church, I think it behooves each of us to make concerted efforts to learn and practice more deeply the Gospel and shed those things in our culture that impede our Christian growth. Good article Dr. Shaw. –Fr. Anthony Hannon
Bless you for this initiative, Father. You have concentrated upon the crux of a priest’s role, instead of the myriad of managerial and pastoral predilections that put worship in the shade for many priests. If more Catholics (priests included) actually lived as if the Mass was “the source and summit” of their faith, and fostered even one single devotion within their family (e.g. the Rosary), a difference would be made.

This video testimony, linked below, by none other than Bruce Springsteen, a cradle Italian-Irish American Catholic but a liberal rock star today, presented by The Remnant newspaper entitled "Lost Sheep," perfectly illustrates the disintegration of Catholic culture since Vatican II: https://remnantnewspaper.co...
There is so much that "Catholics" don't know. Teaching in a few Catholic schools, I ran across a deep void of just basic Catholicism. I used the Baltimore Catechism (though forbidden to use in, I found, most Catholic schools) because what students didn't know about the Faith was just plain incredible. I had some parents question these same principles because they had never heard such things before - for that matter, nor had many teachers and administrators (many who think women priests, abortion, the Pill etc. will all come to pass in the Church).
When you find priests say such things as never having heard of the Sins that Cry to Heaven for Vengeance, he's either lying or incompetent. With an estimated 60% of the priests in my diocese being homosexuals, you have to question who is really a practicing Catholic priest, too.

There are so many Catholic Churches where the priests are not preaching about the consequences of sin. I was waiting for a church service with my spouse and we both noticed a really long confession line. It was not the Easter or Christmas Season. We later found out that there was a visiting priest. There was a teenager who gave a talk before mass about being addicted to porn. He was so addicted to porn that he became demonically possessed. He needed an exorcism, a serious confession and had to renounce all of his porn habits. Heaven and Hell are real. Priests need to preach about the seriousness of sin in their homilies.

I was received into the Church twenty years ago. What brought me into the Church is a complex story, but the bottom line is I almost lost my faith and left. It became clear to me that if I wanted to develop in my walk with God, I had to advocate for myself. My parish was spiritually killing me.
To begin with, my gay pastor was miserable being a priest, and he was mean and bitchy to boot. Receiving the sacrament of confession from this guy was like dragging one’s finger nails over a chalk board. It was worse for him than for me given that he found the idea of sin to be an embarrassment. Yes, he had lost the faith, some time ago it would seem.

Eventually, I found an orthodox and faithful priest from a traditional religious order who taught me what being a Catholic entails, and the centrality of the Blessed Sacrament in the development of mature faith. He taught me to discipline myself, to embrace a relationship with Jesus Christ, to pray, and to appreciate the beauty of authentic Catholic liturgy.

I am now a Third Order member, attend the Latin Mass, and attempt to associate with faithful Catholics (where I can find them). That’s the good news.

Here’s the bad news. How do most people survive the third rate liturgy and non-existent catechesis that most parishes offer the baptized? They don’t; they drown. That’s why we have thirty-two million ex-Catholics in the United States. Sure, there’s a sociological dimension to the problem of empty pews, but this wound is largely self-inflicted.

I was born in 1944 so I got the full treatment the Vatican II storm troopers. These nuns and priests were determined to un-teach everything that they had previously taught. They were fanatics in the cause of reforming the old mass. The people who were slow on the uptake were treated misbehaved children. We got to witness the trashy of the traditional church and Liturgy. Latin missals were thrown in the trash, old beautiful art and architecture was gleefully replaced with junk or Protestant nothingness. The priests and bishops scolded and looked down on the recusants in their flocks. We now had a clergy that looked down on the deplorables in their new churches and were glad to get rid of them. Now fifty years later the “bare ruined choirs” are obvious to all but the aging Vatican II clergy with Bergoglio in charge have decided to double down on their wonderful destruction. They don’t care about the empty churches because they have plenty of money and like the Episcopalians they really don’t care about the loss of parishioners as long as they keep their money and prestige.

My Dad was born in 1940. I have asked him several times- What happened? All he can say for his tiny rural farming community is that the changes were very slow and subtle one week at a time. Then, growing up in the 80's going to those Novus Ordo "Masses" he would kick and scream all the way home what was wrong. But he never did anything about it and we would faithfully go there every Sunday. Needless to say, none of us 10 kids had a religious vocation, 3 sons are non-practicing Catholics, 1 because he married a Protestant. 2 sisters are separated from their husbands. One is following annulment process and not sure if the other got a dispensation to be separated.
What makes me sad is we lived 30 minutes away from a very active Traditional Latin Mass community! I didn't realize this until 2007.

Even as late as 2008, when I endured RCIA in middle age, the priest there was proud to have been part of demolishing the Catholic ghetto mentality. As someone who was striving to find the true Catholic community, I thought that was crazy! What attracted me (apart from the truth of Catholicism) was the difference, the unique culture, the feeling of being set apart that the very word holy denotes. The more I learned about Vatican II, the more I rejected it as heretical versus the traditional magisterium, papal encyclicals, catechisms etc. that I was reading in my own time. I did complete the RCIA programme, and converted despite what I was told, not because of it. Then I went in search of the true Church, which I have found living in the catacombs, safe from the predations, delusions and insanity of the Vatican II church. While some see sedevacantists as non-Catholics, or Protestants, that charge has no foundation. If we hold to everything the Church taught, believed and prayed before 1958, how can that be non-Catholic? The Truth does not change. Doctrine cannot change.
Survey reveals why Catholics leave Church, including because of watered down teaching
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/survey-reveals-why-catholics-leave-church-including-because-of-watered-down-teaching
By Dr. Joseph Shaw, July 19, 2019

Alongside his book Mass Exodus, which I discussed in another post, the British sociologist Professor Stephen Bullivant, with some co-authors, has published a shorter book titled Why Catholics Leave, What They Miss, and How They Might Return. This gives a summary of the results of a survey Prof Bullivant undertook for the diocese of Portsmouth in England, which appealed to people who had been baptized Catholic, but no longer attended Mass regularly. The survey was to help explain why people left. The results, from 256 respondents with some connection with Portsmouth diocese, are pretty interesting, if not always surprising.
One thing which emerges from the survey is how difficult it is to maintain the Faith today. The assumptions of the modern world, about sex before marriage and contraception, about homosexuality, about gender roles, and so on, are deeply unfriendly to Catholic teaching and practice: only deep commitment will withstand the constant attrition of the secular media, friends, college professors, government policies, and so on.

This is no secret, of course: so how has the Church responded? Many in senior positions are convinced that to teach sound doctrine, from the pulpit or in catechism class, would drive people away. They reason that it is easier for Catholics influenced by modern attitudes to sex and gender, for example, to keep coming to church if they are not confronted by the Church’s hard teachings. This approach was first applied to the condemnation of contraception by Pope Paul VI in his 1968 encyclical Humanae Vitae; it is sometimes called the ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy. It seems to apply to great swathes of doctrine today. 

The survey includes respondents driven out by more zealous young priests who dared to give sermons about hot-button issues. It’s another question, however, whether the policy of never addressing them at all has worked over the long term. The result of this approach is that Catholics never hear the Church’s position explained or defended; the obvious consequence is that even more Catholics adopt the world’s opposition to the Church on those matters than would otherwise be the case. Once they do that, going to church on Sundays becomes problematic. They may never hear their local priest talking about contraception, for example, but everyone knows that the Church is against it officially: the Church’s external critics never stop reminding us. 
Among survey respondents, then, there are many who have given up the fight: they have come to accept what the world has to say about the hot-button issues, and do not attend Mass, at least in part, for that reason. Interestingly, however, others complain that priests and other leaders do not answer their questions. One respondent noted that parishes lacked a place ‘to explore, question, or engage’, ‘to deal with the challenges of life’ after Confirmation (male, 34). ‘There’s lots of stuff that’s not explained and the ways of trying to do it are rubbish’ (female, 18). Worst of all, those who are tasked with catechetical or adult formation don’t always believe in Catholicism themselves.

‘Education and faith building at the parish level is usually weak and sometimes those doing it probably shouldn’t be. It always amazes me that people who don’t agree with certain things can push [their agenda] in such contexts and get away with it. The Church really is punitive in this regard. If it were a business, some of these parish leaders would really be brand killers.’ (Male, 23)

‘People who undermine what the Church teaches are given positions within parishes.’ (Female, 20) 

The Church takes an unpopular stance, and then employs a whole lot of people not to defend and explain it, but to criticize it, and tell all the institution’s core supporters that it is wrong. How is that going to help?

Going further, one group of respondents said that it was precisely what they perceived as the watering down of the Faith which had driven them away.

‘If the Church looks confused, seems to change when the pressure mounts, or fudges on difficult issues, then it’s not attractive to anyone.’ (Female, 23)

‘Why follow a teaching and in ten years the Church changes tone or track? It’s a betrayal.’ (Female, 64)

Those who told the survey that it was the Church’s stance on IVF, the non-ordination of women, or whatever, which drove them away, need to answer another question. What would be the point of joining a religion which invariably reflected the majority view in opinion polls, or taught no moral restrictions at all? The answer is suggested by the fate of liberal Protestant groups, who have seen their membership collapse even more spectacularly than the Catholic Church’s.

By refusing to address the difficult issues which confront Catholics every day, bishops and priests worried about frightening off some people, are in effect refusing to support anyone. It is a direct refusal of St Paul’s admonition to bishops and priests: ‘Preach the word: be prepared in season, out of season’ (2 Timothy 4:2).
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1 Watered down teaching? Very true! Worse however, for the last 50 years, most young people have not even received 'a drop' of Church history, tradition and dogma.

2 Why would anyone want to attend a service that you cannot understand? Latin is a dead language. Having Mass said in the congregation’s language is a better option. Seems to me that if Jesus Christ had been buried, he’d be rolling over in his grave to see what the Church has become. Stop being so pompous and actually converse with you congregations.

3 Well, the proof is in the pudding. When I was a child, 75% of Catholics attended Mass every Sunday, and the Mass was in Latin. Since 1969, everyone has been able to hear it in English, and 21% show up every Sunday. And you were saying?

4 "If it's not worth dying for then it's not worth living for" was what my parents taught me and my five sibling from a very young age. We all still practice the Faith because they made sure we knew our Eternity depended on it!

5 It's a great testament to the truth of our faith that ANYONE is still showing up.
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