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Why Catholics don’t do“altar calls” 
"What does the Bible say about altar calls? Are altar calls biblical?"

https://www.gotquestions.org/altar-calls.html
The practice of altar calls—calling people forward after an evangelistic sermon to make a public confession of faith in Christ—has gained prominence in the 20th century primarily through “crusades” such as those of Billy Graham. Also known as the “invitation system,” altar calls are regularly practiced as part of some church services, especially in many Baptist denominations and other evangelical churches where altar calls are an integral part of the services.
While altar calls as practiced today are not found in the Bible, their advocates cite several biblical examples as support for using them. First, Christ called each of His disciples publicly, telling them, “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:19; 9:9) and expecting them to respond immediately, which they did. Jesus was demanding an outward identification with Himself on the part of those who would be His disciples. Of course, the problem of Judas, who also responded publicly by leaving his life behind and following Jesus, is that Judas’s response was not synonymous with salvation.
Proponents of the altar call also cite Matthew 10:32 as proof that a new believer must acknowledge Christ “before men” in order for Him to reciprocate. Calling people to the front of an arena or church is certainly acknowledging before men that a decision has been made. The question is whether that decision is genuinely motivated by a sincere repentance and faith or whether it is an emotional response to external stimuli such as swelling music, heartfelt pleas from the pulpit, or a desire to “go along with the crowd.” Romans 10:9 makes it clear that genuine salvation comes only from heartfelt belief, which will then result in a verbal confession of that faith.
Just like the sinner’s prayer, altar calls can be an outward expression of genuine repentance and faith in Christ. The danger is in looking to the prayer or the response as evidence of salvation (Matthew 7:22). True salvation results in a life of continual sanctification as the Holy Spirit within the true believer produces more and more of His fruit (Galatians 5:22-23) as evidence of the reality of saving faith.
I’m a Born-Again Christian and I was wondering why the Catholic Church doesn’t do the altar call to have people accept the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior since it says that you must make this declaration to be Born Again?
http://www.stjw.ca/adults/frequently-asked-questions/baptism/im-a-born-again-christian-and-i-was-wondering-why-the-catholic-church-doesnt-do-the-altar-call-to-have-people-accept-the-lord-jesus-as-their-lord-and-savior-since-it-says-that-you-must-make-this-declaration-to-be-born-againij/ 

The Catholic Church does, in a sense, make an altar call at every Mass. When people approach the altar to receive Communion, they are indeed accepting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, as they accept His body and blood into their bodies. Jesus says in John 6, verse 51 and following, that unless you eat His flesh and drink His blood, you have no life in you. If you eat His flesh and drink His blood, you will have eternal life He says, and He will raise you up at the last day.

He repeats Himself on this matter in John 6 like He does nowhere else in Scripture. Catholics take Jesus' words literally - we believe what He says. That is why we believe we receive His actual body and blood during Communion (or the Lord's Supper as you might call it). So when a Catholic approaches the altar to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, they are saying with their bodies, “I believe.” And just minutes before they approach the altar, they have, with the recitation of the Nicene Creed, declared with their lips that they believe. They believe Jesus is the Lord and Savior of mankind and they believe He is present - Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity - in the Eucharist that they receive.

My question to you, however, is where does it say that someone must make a “declaration” in which they "accept the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior" in order to be born again? Nowhere does the Bible say such a thing. In fact, the Bible says that one is born again by being baptized. John 3:3-5 says that unless one is born of water and the Spirit (baptism) one cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

So it is through water and the Spirit that one is born again. All Catholics, by virtue of their baptism, are Born Again Christians. Now, don't get me wrong, I'm not saying that one should not make a declaration that Jesus is their Lord and Savior - we need to constantly proclaim our faith in Jesus Christ - but the Bible does not say that one is "born again" by making such a verbal declaration of acceptance of Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. And, I assume you want to go by what the Bible says, right?

Why don't Catholics have altar calls?
http://www.menofstjoseph.com/john-martignoni-why-dont-catholics-have-altar-calls/ 

https://www.biblechristiansociety.com/newsletter/16-apologetics-for-the-masses-issue-9 

Why doesn’t the Catholic Church do the altar call to have people accept the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior since it says that you must make this declaration to be Born Again?

I see my sister Ellen and her husband going to church Sunday after Sunday with no clue to this…and know that they will not go to Heaven unless they receive the Lord with the prayer and that they must repent from their sin. I have had my sister become saved but haven’t been able to approach my brother in law as of yet.

Isn’t this absence doing a dis-service to the people? –Karen, Born Again Christian 
There are a lot of misperceptions and misunderstandings out there about the Catholic Church and Catholic teaching, and I thank you for giving me the opportunity to clear up some of them. I’ll take your questions one at a time, and I also have a few questions for you that I hope you can answer for me. Your questions will be in italics:


Strategy
Letting her know up front that there are a lot of misunderstandings and misperceptions about Catholic teaching…and the clear implication being that she’s bought into some of them, and that there isn’t really a problem with Catholic teaching, when properly understood and practiced.

Also, letting her know that I’m more than happy to answer her questions, but that I’ve got a few of my own for her. Practicing the “Being (Aw)fensive Without Being (Uh)fensive” strategy…asking questions of the person you’re dealing with and getting them to defend their position.


Karen: Why doesn’t the Catholic Church do the alter call to have people accept the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior since it says that you must make this declaration to be Born Again?

The Catholic Church does indeed, in a sense, make an altar call at every Mass. When people approach the altar to receive Communion, they are indeed accepting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, as they accept His body and blood into their bodies. Jesus says in John 6, verses 51 and following, that unless you eat His flesh and drink His blood, you have no life in you. If you eat His flesh and drink His blood, you will have eternal life He says, and He will raise you up at the last day. 

He repeats Himself on this matter like He does nowhere else in Scripture. Catholics take Jesus’ words literally…we believe what He says. That is why we believe we receive His actual body and blood during Communion (or the Lord’s Supper as you might call it). I won’t go into this any further here, but if you have questions on this, please do not hesitate to ask. 


My question to you, however, is where does it say that someone must make a declaration in which they “accept the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior” in order to be Born Again? Nowhere does the Bible say that. In fact, the Bible says that one is born again by being baptized. John 3:3-5 says that unless one is born of water and the Spirit (baptism) one cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven. And it is through water and the Spirit that one is born again. All Catholics, by virtue of their baptism, are Born Again Christians. Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying that one shouldn’t make a declaration of Jesus being their Lord and Savior, but the Bible does not say that one is “born again” by making a verbal declaration of acceptance of Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. And, I assume you want to go by what the Bible says don’t you? 


Strategy
Explaining Catholic teaching using some of her own terminology…“altar call.” Whenever you can use the other guy’s terminology to explain something about the Catholic Faith, have at it. And, whenever you can, throw in a Scripture verse or two to back up what the Church teaches. And, I usually try to present the verse in a way that I’m assuming it should be obvious to anyone who reads it that it presents exactly what the Catholic Church teaches. For example, John 6…eat my flesh and drink my blood. “Mr. or Ms. Protestant, it’s pretty straightforward and obvious that verse teaches exactly what the Catholic Church teaches.”

I don’t go into John 6 more deeply at this point, because I don’t want to overload her. I’m hoping she’ll respond and then I can draw this out a little bit, or a lot, more.

So, I answer her question, using her terminology and Scripture, and then I ask her a question based on what she had said. The question basically is, “Where is that in the Bible?” Which is the #1 question Catholics get. We need to ask that question even more often than we hear it. She won’t be able to give me an answer, because it’s not in the Bible. 


Karen: I see my sister and her husband going to church Sunday after Sunday with no clue to this…and know that they will not go to Heaven unless they recieve the Lord with the prayer and that they must repent from their sin. I have had my sister become saved but haven’t been able to approach my brother in law as of yet.

Where in the Bible does it say that someone will not go to Heaven unless they pray a certain prayer? You cannot give me a single verse of the Bible that says that. 

Yes, people must repent of their sin to go to Heaven. Does your sister or her husband ever go to Confession? Have you asked them? Confession, or Reconciliation (being reconciled to God), is one of the 7 Sacraments of the Catholic Church. 
So, yes, it is necessary for your sister and her husband to repent of and confess their sins. But, it is also necessary for them to forgive others (Matthew 6); to do the Father’s will (Matthew 7); to keep the Commandments (Matthew 19); to feed the hungry and clothe the naked (Matthew 25); to love others (1 John); to care for their family (1 Tim 5); to strive for holiness (Hebrews 12:14); to do good works (Romans 2); to eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man (John 6); to be baptized (John 3 and 1 Peter 1:20-21), and so on. 

It is vitally important to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ for us as Catholics, but saying one little prayer does not necessarily establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. That’s why we have the Sacraments, and all the other things that we have in the Catholic Faith…it’s all about bringing us closer to Christ. It’s all about preparing our bodies and souls so that Jesus can be formed within us. And, there is no more personal relationship that one can have with Christ than to receive Him in the Eucharist (Communion). It is even more intimate and more personal than anything that occurs between husband and wife in a marriage. 


Strategy
One’s first response might be, “Who are you to judge your sister and her husband as ready for Hell?” But, resist the urge to chastise and simply do your best to explain and engage. 

Again I ask, “Where is that in the Bible?” Don’t let folks present things as biblical “facts” without asking them exactly where that is in the Bible. And, when they answer, make sure to read the verse or verses they give you and match it to what they are saying…usually the two don’t match up. Make sure to point that out. For example, someone might say that Romans 3:28 teaches salvation by faith alone. Well, it says we are saved by faith, but that word “alone” isn’t to be found anywhere in that passage. Big difference between being saved by faith and being saved by faith alone.

I agree with her about confession of sin, but then take her even further into Catholic teaching about faith and works both playing a role in one’s salvation, although I don’t directly say that, but I simply give her Scripture passages which back up what the Church teaches on that.

Finally, don’t be afraid of embracing the phrase, “personal relationship with Jesus.” But, make it mean something much deeper than what most Protestants think it means by bringing in the Eucharist.


Karen: Isn’t this absence doing a dis-service to the people?

Again, there is no absence in the Catholic Church in regards to bringing people to Christ. Everything in the Church is about bringing people to Christ. When your sister and brother-in-law receive Communion, they are accepting Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, even if they have never said some sort of sinner’s prayer. 

Now, it is entirely possible that they are going to church every Sunday and not living lives that are pleasing to Christ…in other words, they could be on the path to Hell, but that is not the Church’s fault. Again, everything in the Church is designed to foster one’s relationship with Christ and His Body, the Church. If one ignores what the Catholic Faith offers, it is their fault, not the Church’s.

And I would ask you to look into the Catholic Faith a little more deeply than you have. You are making assumptions about the Catholic Church that are based on a lack of knowledge about the Church. I’m not asking you to convert tomorrow, but I am asking you, out of a sense of fairness, that before you speak about the Church, you know something about the Church. Again, there are a lot of misperceptions and misunderstandings out there about the Catholic Faith. I always tell people that if you want to disagree with what I believe…fine. But, please disagree with what I really believe, and not with what someone has told you I believe. I think all of us, as Christians, have a duty and responsibility to treat differing faith traditions with honesty and respect. 

Again, if you have any more questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.


Strategy
Explain and challenge.
God bless!
John Martignoni

Born Again Christian


Strategy
Never let someone claim for themselves a title that can be properly claimed by Catholics. Born Again Christian. Bible Christian. Member of the Church of Christ, etc.

Altar Calls and other Protestant Traditions
http://adamncrawford.com/altar-calls-and-other-protestant-traditions/
By Adam N. Crawford, May 21, 2014

Preachers from D.L. Moody to Billy Graham have made wide use of the altar call in their ministries, to such a degree, that they have become all but universal in the Evangelical Christian world. Like many, I grew up hearing frequent altar calls at the end of church services in which non-believers were urged to, “Come forward and receive Jesus.”

Ironically, the “old fashioned” altar call was unheard of until the nineteenth century.

Altar calls first came into prominence by the influence of Charles Finney, the pioneer of modern evangelistic methods. Finney believed that only men’s wills, not their natures, must be converted. His modern evangelistic methods set out to make regeneration as easy as possible. “A revival is not a miracle,” Finney wrote. “It is a purely philosophical result of the right use of the constituted means.” In other words, preachers could create a “revival” if they used proven methods, chief of these being the “anxious bench” or “seat of decision.”

“The object of our measures is to gain attention,” Finney said, and for that “you must have something new.” “Preach to him, and at the moment he thinks he is willing to do anything . . . bring him to the test; call on him to do one thing, to make one step that shall identify him with the people of God. . . . If you say to him, “there is the anxious seat, come out and avow your determination to be on the Lord’s side,” and if he is not willing to do a small thing as that, then he is not willing to do anything for Christ.1”
Are Altar Calls Un-Scriptural?
Evangelical pastor and author Rick Warren makes a great point regarding altar calls when he says, “I want to remind you that Jesus never said you had to walk from Point A to Point B in a church to become a believer. In fact they gave no come forward, down the aisle altar calls for the first three hundred years of the church because they didn’t even have church buildings for the first three hundred years of the church, so there obviously weren’t any aisles to walk down. The come forward invitation is a method that’s only about 180 years old. It was invented by Methodist churches in the late 17th century and later picked up and popularized by Charles Finney in the mid-1800s—and the majority of evangelical churches use that form today. There’s nothing wrong with it. It’s just not necessarily a biblical commandment. It just happens to be a method that was used frequently for the last 200 years.2” 
Rick is right. The altar call is nowhere to be found in Scripture. And, as he said, that doesn’t necessarily make it bad, but we should at least be honest about the fact that it’s a “man made tradition” – something the Catholic Church gets accused of a lot. As it so happens, there are an abundance of Protestant traditions that are nowhere to be found in Scripture.  
Here are just a few for your consideration:

1. The Sinner’s Prayer.

2. The Doxology at the end of the Lord’s Prayer, “For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory for now and forever and ever. Amen.”

If you look closely in your bible you will probably see a footnote stating that this phrase is not found in the original or earliest manuscripts. The first known use of the doxology, “for yours is the power and the glory forever”, as a conclusion to the Lord’s Prayer is from the Didache, an ancient Christian manuscript which preceded the New Testament.  Believe it or not, but in all likelihood, this Doxology is an addition that worked it’s way into Protestant versions of the bible from the Catholic liturgy.   
3. Infant Dedications.

4. Sunday School or a separate service for children.

5. Bowing your head and closing your eyes when you pray.

6. Age of accountability.

7. A “personal relationship” with Jesus.

8. The “invisible” church.

9. As long as we agree on the “essentials” we can disagree on the “non-essentials.”

Nowhere in Scripture do we read that parts of Christ’s gospel are “essential” and that other parts are “non-essential.” To the contrary, none of Christ’s Gospel is nonessential, up for spurious opinions, or of a contradictory nature.
10. The 5 Solae of the Reformation, but especially scripture alone, faith alone, and grace alone.

When it comes to some of these examples, we would probably agree with Rick Warren that there is nothing wrong with them per-se; they just don’t come from the bible.  Some of these examples however, are not merely extra-biblical Protestant traditions, but are rather patently un-biblical – i.e. in direct contradiction to what the Scripture teaches.

Here’s another interesting thing about the altar call and the invitation to, “Come forward and receive Jesus.” There is no altar, and you don’t literally receive Jesus. 
Where could one go to literally receive Christ at the altar?

To a Catholic Church of course. Every Catholic Church has an altar at the front where the faithful come forward at every Mass in order to actually receive Jesus; “truly, really, and substantially” as the Council of Trent affirms. The altar is necessary since Christ’s once-and-for-all sacrifice is re-presented to God the Father at every Mass.

In Protestant churches there is no need for an altar because there is no sacrifice which is presented to God. In Catholic Churches we receive Jesus (body, blood, soul, and divinity) through Communion, as He is literally made present in the Eucharist. In Protestant churches Christ is received in some mystical fashion, “into our hearts.”  Which interestingly enough is another concept that is found nowhere in Scripture.

In other words, the only place in which the “altar call” makes any sense is within the Catholic Church. So, in parting, let me extend my own altar call:

Become Catholic! Come to Mass. Come forward to the altar and receive Christ – truly, really and substantially!

Notes

1. Finney, Charles. Lectures on Revival.  

2. Warren, Rick. “Communicating to Change Lives – Teaching Notes”. Preaching for Life Change Seminar: International Version. p. 81.
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Protestant perspective

A brief history of the altar call
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/evangelical-history/a-brief-history-of-the-altar-call/ 
Are altar calls outdated?
http://danreiland.com/altar-calls-outdated/ 

Protestant criticism
The corrupt root and bitter fruit of altar call evangelism
http://www.ccwtoday.org/article/the-corrupt-root-and-bitter-fruit-of-altar-call-evangelism/
What is wrong with the invitation system?
http://www.justthesimpletruth.com/what-is-wrong-with-the-invitation-system-2/ 

4 reasons not to give an altar call

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-how-to/138176-four-reasons-not-to-give-an-altar-call.html 

Altar calls – Are they a Biblical approach?
https://www.christianpost.com/news/altar-calls-are-they-a-biblical-approach-128611/ 

Invitations and Altar Calls: Is it manipulation or evangelism?
https://spiritualsoundingboard.com/2014/07/17/invitations-and-altar-calls-is-it-manipulation-or-evangelism/
The "Altar Call" – Much evil comes out of it
Is it helpful or harmful? Works, Worry, or Will Worship?
http://www.blessedquietness.com/journal/housechu/altarcall.htm 
By Fred G. Zaspel (A detailed analysis)
