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Why do we name Pontius Pilate in the Creed at Mass?
https://aleteia.org/2019/03/30/why-do-we-name-pontius-pilate-in-the-creed-at-mass/ 

By Philip Kosloski, March 30, 2019

On Sundays and special solemnities of the Catholic Church’s calendar, the Christian faithful recite what is commonly called the Nicene Creed. In the words of this Creed (as well as the Apostles Creed) the only names mentioned are the Virgin Mary and Pontius Pilate. Odd, right?
Why is it that these are the only two names in the Creed? And especially, why is a “villain” given such a prominent place in the Church’s summary of faith?

The inclusion of Pilate’s name in the creed can be traced back to the very beginnings of the Catholic Church. This section of the prayer was already quoted by Tertullian by the early 3rd century. For the early Christians, it was essential to include Pilate’s name.

One of the primary reasons the Church has kept this inclusion is to reinforce the historicity of Jesus’ Passion. The existence of Pontius Pilate can be verified by sources outside of the Gospels and his name provides a powerful reminder that Jesus’ death occurred within the context of Roman rule and at a specific date in human history.

Also, the creed was developed during the first few centuries of the Church, at a time when Christians were still under the Roman Empire. The inclusion of Pilate’s name was a way to situate Jesus within the history of the Roman Empire, appealing in a particular way to Roman Gentiles.

On the other hand, Fr. John Hardon believed the inclusion of Pilate’s name was meant to be a symbol of those political leaders who have persecuted Christians over the centuries. Hardon writes, “It is not coincidental that Pontius Pilate should be identified in the Apostles Creed. Pilate symbolizes the sufferings and persecution of the Church, which is the Mystical Body of Christ.”
There were three main charges which the Jews brought against Jesus. “We have found this man,” they claimed “perverting our nation, and forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar and saying that he is Christ the king” (Luke 23:2). As we know all these charges were malicious. They were also political in nature. Yet they were enough to sway the cowardly Pilate to condemn Jesus to death. This has been the history of the Catholic Church ever since. By now millions of faithful followers of Christ have shed their blood for their fidelity to the Savior. Without exception, it has been the Pilates of every age who have been used by Christ’s enemies to persecute the Church He founded.
The use of Pilate’s name is also considered by many as a symbol of our own participation in the Passion and death of Jesus. In a certain sense, we were Pilate, condemning Jesus to death, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church points out.
In her Magisterial teaching of the faith and in the witness of her saints, the Church has never forgotten that “sinners were the authors and the ministers of all the sufferings that the divine Redeemer endured.” Taking into account the fact that our sins affect Christ himself, the Church does not hesitate to impute to Christians the gravest responsibility for the torments inflicted upon Jesus.
In the end, Pilate is included in the creed not to place all the burden of Jesus’ death upon his shoulders, but as a name that represents various spiritual and temporal truths. Our sins were the primary reason Jesus died on the cross. Jesus freely gave his life for us all in order that we might experience the beauty of the resurrection.

Why do some Christians consider Pontius Pilate a saint?
https://aleteia.org/2018/02/25/why-do-some-christians-consider-pontius-pilate-a-saint/
By Philip Kosloski, February 25, 2018
After Judas, the single man most responsible for Jesus’ death was Pontius Pilate. He had the power to release Jesus and protect him from the raging crowds. Yet, he did not and simply “passed the buck” to the people and said, “I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood; see to it yourselves” (Matthew 27:24).
Even with that evidence some Christians venerate him as a saint, with a feast day on June 25.

Why is that?
According to the Biblical Archeology Society, “early Christians saw Pilate in a very different way. Augustine hailed Pilate as a convert. Eventually, certain churches, including the Greek Orthodox and Coptic faiths, named Pilate and his wife saints. And when Pilate first shows up in Christian art in the mid-fourth century, he is juxtaposed with Abraham, Daniel and other great believers.”

The ancient historian Eusebius supports this claim by saying Pilate converted after seeing the many wonders that occurred after Jesus’ death, even reporting it to Tiberius.

And when the wonderful resurrection and ascension of our Savior were already reported abroad, in accordance with an ancient custom which prevailed among the rulers of the provinces, of reporting to the emperor the novel occurrences which took place in them, in order that nothing might escape him, Pontius Pilate informed Tiberius of the reports which were reported abroad through all Palestine concerning the resurrection of our Savior Jesus from the dead. He gave an account also of other wonders which he had learned of him, and how, after his death, having risen from the dead, he was now believed by many to be a God.
There have been several conflicting reports over the centuries, but many Eastern Churches (such as the Coptic and Ethiopian churches) celebrate Pontius Pilate and his wife as saints. It may be strange for Western readers to hear of such veneration, but it is a reminder that no one is excluded from the grace of God.

Even Pontius Pilate, who sent Jesus off to die, could be redeemed and may even be a saint in heaven.

With God, all things are possible.

