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MICHAEL PRABHU, DECEMBER 2, 2019
Why do we not follow our Bibles at Mass?
https://www.osvnews.com/2019/12/02/what-are-the-different-types-of-gossip/
By Msgr. Charles Pope, December 2, 2019
Question: A Protestant friend asked me why the Church reads the Scriptures out of a special book instead of just reading from the Bible. Further, we don’t announce chapter and verse to enable people in the pew to follow in their Bibles. Why is that? — Name withheld
Answer: Ideally, the celebration of the word of God in the liturgy involves a proclamation of the word that is meant to be heard, not read along with by people. Further, translations of Bibles sometimes differ, and this makes it difficult to follow.

If, due to poor acoustics or poor readers, one has difficulty following the proclaimed text, they are free to use a missalette or other visual aid, but this is not ideal. Another factor is that Protestants normally use only one reading from which they preach and to which they ask the people to open. Catholics, however, use as many as four readings each Sunday, and this would involve a lot of page flipping.

Thus the Catholic solution is to use a Lectionary that, while containing biblical readings, is arranged so as to group together the readings for a given day on the calendar or a given feast day of a saint or event. It is convenient and standardizes the book and translation from which all lectors read.

Another thing to remember is that the Catholic approach is both more ancient and more useful today. Books and widespread literacy are modern phenomena. To go to a parish church in the 12th century and ask everyone to open their Bible to Isaiah 11:1 would draw blank stares. Prior to the invention of the printing press, books were rare, very costly and, for that reason, few people were trained to read and write well. Thus the Church proclaimed the word and preached out of it while the majority of parishioners listened. Even today, in many parts of the world, literacy is not a universal trait. Thus the concept of asking people to bring their bibles and follow along is both new and presupposes a nearly unanimous literacy. The Catholic Church is bigger and older than that. Our Liturgy of the Word also has more “moving parts” than the typical Protestant service.
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