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Why not women priests? Why not the ordination of women?
This file is in response to the above questions put to me…
In brief, because the Catholic Church, by the absolute authority invested in Her by Christ, says so.

To answer these questions (and also others on our Faith) one has to know

a) The intention of Christ (the founder of the Church, who instituted the Sacrament of Holy Orders)

b) The infallible teaching of the Church (evidence from the Holy Bible; Tradition (the Early Church Fathers, etc); the Catechism of the Catholic Church; Papal pronouncements and Vatican Documents that explain all of the above.)

First, read the very short official Church document ORDINATIO SACERDOTALIS (link given on the last page). It is followed by 15+4 articles and reports that discuss the issue from various perspectives.
Women Priests and the Masculinity of Christ
https://testeverythingblog.com/women-priests-and-the-masculinity-of-christ-f25c293e52d3 
By Deacon Matthew Newsome, May 4, 2017

Reports are circulating of the “ordination” of a female priest in our region (Asheville, NC is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte). According to secular media, Abigail Eltzroth was ordained a female Catholic priest by an independent Catholic group. According to Catholic media, Eltzroth participated in a simulated ordination ceremony performed by a dissident group that calls itself Catholic, but in fact is not. There is no such thing as an “independent Catholic” church. It’s an oxymoron. Catholic means “of the whole” and to be Catholic means being united with the universal Church.
This sort of thing has been done before. The Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests, as they call themselves, has been “ordaining” women for 15 years now and boasts 16 “inclusive communities” across the United States. But this is the first time they have held one of their mock ordination ceremonies so local to us, which means it is getting a lot of press in our region.

We live in a part of the country where Catholics are a (growing) minority. Many are unfamiliar with the Church’s teachings and practices. This somewhat sensational story has naturally lead many to ask, “Why does the Catholic Church not allow women to be priests?”

Here is how our diocesan paper, the Catholic News Herald, explains it:
Because God chose to become incarnate as a man and He chose 12 men to be His apostles, the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “The Church recognizes herself to be bound by this choice made by the Lord Himself. For this reason the ordination of women is not possible.” The Church recognizes a priest to be an “alter Christus” (“another Christ”) who is called by God and ordained by the Church to act “in persona Christi” (“in the person of Christ”) in building up the Church. Because Jesus Christ was a man, those who act “in persona Christi” and are an “alter Christus” must also be men.

This is true as far as it goes. But I don’t think it goes far enough. I’ve had enough conversations with well meaning people (not necessarily those who have an agenda against the Catholic Church, just people seeking to understand) who find the argument that “Jesus was a man, priests act in the person of Jesus, therefore only men can be priests,” to be dissatisfying.

Their argument presumes that sex is an accident (in the philosophical sense) of our person. Yes, God became incarnate as a male. He also became incarnate as a Jew. Does this mean only Jewish men can be priests? Let’s say Jesus had brown eyes. Does this mean only brown eyed people can be priests? Why take this one aspect of Jesus’ humanity — His gender— and make this a defining factor of who can be a priest, but not these other aspects?
There is a certain logic to this argument, which is why I think we need to go a little deeper than just “Jesus was a man, therefore only men can be priests” when explaining this issue.



Let’s back up a bit. When God became Incarnate, we can assume that God did not leave His gender up to the roll of the dice. It is fair to think about why God might have chosen to incarnate as a male, and what this might tell us about God.

Jesus teaches us to call God “Father.” Jesus always refers to God as masculine. Why should this be? We know that God has no sex, as sex implies a physical body capable of reproduction. God is spirit. God is sexless for the same reason that angels are sexless. It just doesn’t apply. But even though God is not biologically male, God can still be masculine.

Let’s think about biology for a moment. The category of male makes no sense without the category of female. There are creatures that reproduce asexually and we do not classify those as male or female. Such terms have no meaning in those cases. But when we have a creature that reproduces sexually, we categorize certain members of the species as male and others as female — always both. The very idea of sex necessitates a complementary pair. One is meaningless without the other.

To be masculine implies a relationship, or at least the capacity for a relationship, with a corresponding feminine. But what determines which is which? Biologists don’t just flip a coin when they discover a new species and say, “we’ll call this one the male and that one the female.” Still speaking in biological terms, the nature of that relationship is this: the male gives seed; the female receives the seed into her body and there it grows and engenders life. At the most basic level, this is the difference between the sexes.

With all this in mind, we can return to the idea of God as masculine and look for the corresponding feminine. God can only be masculine in relationship something. What? The answer is the Church. This is why Christians have always referred to God as “he,” and the Church as “she.” The Church is feminine.

This sheds light on why the relationship between God and the Church is most often spoken of in terms of a marriage. The Church is the bride of Christ; Jesus is the bridegroom. In his great passage about marriage in Ephesians 5:21–33, St. Paul ends by saying, “This is a great mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the church.”

Even though God has no sex, the biological categories of male and female help us to understand a truth about the Church’s relationship with God. The masculine God gives His life-giving seed. The feminine Church receives this seed from God, nourishes it and allows it to grow and bear fruit. In a very real sense, we are all feminine in relationship to God.



What does this tell us about the all-male priesthood? Yes, priests act in persona Christi (in the person of Christ), and Christ was a man. But more than that, the Christological function priests perform in the Church specifically reflects that masculine operation of Christ as the transmitter of God’s life-giving seed.

What is this seed that God implants in the Church? First and foremost it is Christ Himself, the “grain of wheat” that falls to the ground and dies in order to rise to new life (Jn 12:24). It is His Word — meaning both the scriptures and the Incarnation. It is the continuation of the Incarnation via the grace transmitted through the sacraments. The priest’s function within the Church is to be a conduit of these very things.

It is a fact of history that Jesus was male. And it is a fact of history that Jesus chose only men to be Apostles and gave only men that Apostolic authority. These are historic facts but not accidental facts. They are facts with significance. There is a reason why. We cannot ignore that reason.

The Church has only that authority that was given to her by God. And what she received from God was a male priesthood. Jesus certainly entrusted women in His inner circle (the Blessed Mother and St. Mary Magdalene are two prime examples). Yet He chose only men to make up the Twelve. This is why in 1994 Pope St. John Paul II proclaimed in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women.” There were plenty of pagan religions in ancient times that had female priests. But this is not what Christ gave the Church.

It’s not a matter of wanting to or not wanting to. It’s a matter of being faithful to what was entrusted to the Church by God.

"Nobody can be a better priest than Our Lady, and she remained only the handmaiden of the Lord."
-Mother Teresa to an Indian journalist, 1984
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Why can’t women be Catholic priests?

http://catholicbridge.com/catholic/against_catholic_women_priests.php EXTRACT
Early Church Fathers speak against women's ordination
St. Epiphanius, Against Heresies 79. 304 wrote: "If women were ordained to be priests for God or to do anything canonical in the church, it should rather have been given to Mary... She was not even entrusted with baptizing... Although there is an order of deaconesses in the church, yet they are not appointed to function as priests, or for any administration of this kind, but so that provision may be made for the propriety of the female sex...

In 49. 2-3 St. Epiphanius tells of the Cataphrygians, a heretical sect related to the Montanists. The Cataphrygians pretended that a woman named Quintillia or Priscilla had seen Christ visiting her in a dream at Pepuza, and sharing her bed. He took the appearance of a woman and was dressed in white. "Among them women are bishops and priests and they say nothing makes a difference, 'For in Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female'.'' [Gal. 3:28]

St. John Chrysostom, in On the Priesthood 2. 2 points out that Jesus said "Feed my sheep" only to Peter. "Many of the subjects could easily do the things I have mentioned, not only men, but also women. But when there is question of the headship of the church... let the entire female sex retire." And in 3. 9 St. John wrote: "Divine law has excluded women from the sanctuary, but they try to thrust themselves into it."
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Why not Women Priests? Why can't the Catholic Church be mistaken on women priests?

http://whynotcatholicism.net/view/why-not-women-priests
Because the Church's constant tradition has always excluded women from the Sacrament of Holy Orders. This rule is not the Church's own disciplinary regulation; it was established by Jesus, the Founder of the Church [Sheehan, p. 576-578]. The Catechism of the Catholic Church quotes canon law 1024 to confirm that only a baptised male validly receives ordination. Christ's Church could not have been so mistaken for so long.

On what grounds does the Church justify a male-only priesthood?

Paragraph 1577 of the Catechism says: 'The Lord Jesus chose men to form the college of the twelve apostles, and the apostles did the same when they chose collaborators to succeed them in their ministry. The college of bishops, with whom the priests are united in the priesthood, makes the college of the twelve an ever-present and ever-active reality until Christ's return. The Church recognises herself to be bound by this choice made by the Lord himself.' For this reason, the ordination of women is not possible. And, as this directive is effective 'until Christ's return,' the ordination of women will never be possible in the Catholic Church. A male-only priesthood is God's idea, not man's.

Is there any evidence in the Bible that says that women cannot be ordained?

A case is established by reasons FOR, and not by the absence of reasons against. Conclusions can be drawn only from positive reasons that are identifiable. Since there are no positive indications from Scripture that women should be ordained, the absence of reasons for women priests is reason enough to question their validity. [CEO, p. 75]

What has been the most recent Church declaration on the ordination of women?

In 1994, Pope John Paul II made an unequivocal statement, "which pertains to the Church's divine constitution itself we declare that the Church has no faculty whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women, and that this judgement is to be held definitively by all the faithful" [Ordinatio Sacerdotalis]. As Saint Augustine of Hippo once said, "Rome has spoken, the case is closed" [Keating, p. 217].

Up to the 5th century, women were ordained priests according to Prof G Otranto

Just because some women claimed to be priests in the early centuries of the Church, as some women claim to be priests today, does not mean that they were truly ordained to the Catholic priesthood. A few heretical sects in the first centuries entrusted priestly functions to women, or had priestesses, and were condemned by the Fathers. In fact, no Church Father or Doctor (a small group of exalted Saints that includes women) of the Church has ever advocated women priests. From the Apostolic Constitutions (4th century) we read: 'A virgin is not ordained for we have no command from the Lord.'
The Early Church had deaconesses exercising a priestly function (Rom 16:1-2)

The rank of deaconess was a Church role that was never part of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. The Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus (c. 215 AD) says: 'A deaconess does not bless, nor perform anything belonging to the office of priests or deacons, but is only to keep the doors, and to minister to the priests in the baptising of women, for the sake of decency.' The priest anointed the head of a woman after Baptism, but for decency's sake, the deaconess used to perform the additional anointings that followed [Sheehan, p. 579]. In the disciplinary canons of the First Council of Nicaea (325 AD), Canon 19 says that although deaconesses have been enrolled in the register of the clergy, they have not been "in any way ordained," and "they are to be numbered among the laity" [Drummey, p. 217]. Deaconesses were denied priestly functions. Their principal duties were to assist the Baptism of women and to care for the poor and sick [Ott, p. 459].

Jesus was culturally conditioned by the male-dominated society of his time
Christ's attitude to women differed markedly from that of other Jews of His time and He appeared first to women when risen from the dead. Being God, Christ was not bound by His culture and His times in His decision to choose only men as priests. In fact, this was a counter-cultural decision, since the pagan religions of His time regularly had priestesses. If any woman was a worthy candidate for the priesthood then Mary, in whom the Lord dwelt, would surely have been called. In fact, Jesus founded a Church on Earth that regards the Blessed Virgin Mary (a woman) as the greatest honour of our race, but not by being a priest, by being a mother, the mother of God. Outside of the Godhead, the Catholic Church honours a woman (Mary) more than any other person.
Could not the Church's teaching on this issue develop further?

Yes, but never in the direction of ordaining women priests. Over the past 2,000 years, the Church's understanding on many matters has grown, but the call of the 12 male Apostles by Jesus was deliberate and this has been the constant understanding of the Tradition and the Magisterium of the Church throughout its history. All the Gospel accounts of the Last Supper (the first Mass) attest to the fact that only the 12 Apostles (all male) were present when Christ instituted the priesthood. "Do this in memory of me," was said to the all-male priesthood of the New Covenant (Lk 22:14, Matt 26: 20, Mk 14:17).

Did Jesus see women as inferior?

No, and neither does His Church (CCC 369). From the beginning of the Bible, whilst creating males and females different from each other, He made them with equal dignity. Remember, Jesus is the God of the Bible; He is the Second Person of the Trinity who is all Love. He did not see assigning priestly functions to males as making women inferior. From the Old Covenant to the New, priests were only ever men. God only ever chose males to offer sacrifice. Hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, when God made His Covenant with Abraham, men only were called to be priests. Ever since Melchizedech and the Sinai Covenant, all priests have been male, as was the Passover lamb. And before Abraham, Cain, Abel and Noah offered sacrifice â€" all were male.

Is not the denial of the priesthood to women an injustice?

The priesthood is a calling, not a right. The Church has recognised that only those who have received a calling to serve by acting in the person of Christ can be ordained. The priest, therefore, must be a man because he represents a man, the God-Man: Jesus Christ. By his ordination, a priest acts in the very person of Christ the Head, who is the Bridegroom of His Bride, the Church. This is why not even the Blessed Virgin could be a priest; she represents the Church as Bride, not the Church's Head and Groom. The ultimate reason for ordination of men only to represent Christ as Head, lies, therefore, in the fact that God the Son became a man and not a woman. Jesus became a man in order to be the Husband of the Church and the image of the Fatherhood of God. A woman cannot be ordained a priest, because she cannot be a husband and father.

If God is a spirit, and hence genderless, why give him masculine names?

Because God wants us to give Him masculine names. Certainly, God is neither male nor female. But when He incarnates He chooses to be male. His decision to be male is one of the most central doctrines of Christianity. The Holy Spirit overshadowed a female in order to conceive Jesus. And Jesus Himself teaches the Apostles to call God "Father."

References: 
Catholic Education Office, Western Australia, 1995, Yr 11 text, To Love And To Do Good; Sheehan, 2001, Apologetics and Catholic Doctrine
Please note that this text should be read in the context of the whole work and in recognition of the appropriate paragraphs of the Catechism of the Catholic Church highlighted in the index.
Priesthood – Reserved to men
https://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/priesthood_men.htm
By Dr. David Gregson Ph.D.

In his Apostolic Letter Ordinatio sacerdotalis (1994), the Holy Father Pope John Paul II, declared that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful.”  This definitive statement leaves no “wiggle room” for those who would like to continue debating the question. As the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith made clear in 1995, the statement that the Church has no authority to ordain women as priests, is not merely a matter of Church discipline (which can be changed), but belongs to the deposit of faith (which cannot). “This teaching requires definitive assent, since, founded on the written Word of God, and from the beginning constantly preserved and applied in the Tradition of the Church, it has been set forth infallibly by the ordinary and universal Magisterium (cf. Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium 25, 2). Thus, in the present circumstances, the Roman Pontiff, exercising his proper office of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32), has handed on this same teaching by a formal declaration, explicitly stating what is to be held always, everywhere, and by all, as belonging to the deposit of the faith” (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Concerning the Teaching Contained in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis). 
This Apostolic Letter alludes to the reasons given in the Declaration Inter Insignores, by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1976. They include, in addition to the testimony of Scripture and Tradition, the example of Christ, who though counter-cultural in many respects, continued Israel’s tradition of a male priesthood in reserving the Office of Apostle to men. That the Apostles did not regard this as a divine oversight is evident from the fact that they themselves ordained only men. And so the Church has continued this Sacred Tradition down to the present. 

The question why women can't be ordained priests is often confused with the issue of equality. The Holy Father has made it clear that men and women (as far as their sex is concerned) are equal before God (e.g., Mulieris Dignitatem 6). But equality isn't identity. Men and women have different though complementary functions. Priesthood is a male function, for the reason that a priest is an icon of Christ, and Christ is male. The maleness of Christ is an important sign of His relationship to the Church, His Bride. As in nearly all cultures a man takes the initiative in winning a wife, so Christ took the initiative in winning souls and establishing His Church. For this reason, marriage is a “mystery” or sacrament of the Church (Ephesians 5:32). 

St. Paul develops this theme in his parallel between a local church and the family. A "bishop" (or "overseer," which applied to both bishops and priests in NT times) is expected to keep his own family in order, "for if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how can he care for God's church?" (1 Tim 3:5) Male headship in the family is an axiom of both Scripture and Tradition, and if the Church is the Household of God, and Christ is Head of the Church, then His headship in the Church can be represented only by men.  
However, lest it seem that God has honored men above women, we should recall that of all created beings, including the hierarchy of Angels, God raised a Woman to the highest place, the Blessed Virgin Mary. Though she was not an Apostle, she was made Queen of the Apostles, Queen of Angels, Queen of the universe, and the Mother of her own Creator. 

In chronological order hereafter:

Why can’t women be priests?

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/why-cant-women-be-priests
By Jason Evert, January 2, 2002 
1. Why doesn’t the Church allow women to be priests? I know plenty of women who could give a more moving homily and be more understanding in the confessional.

There aren’t many issues within apologetics that require as much sensitivity as this one. In a culture where opening the door for a woman can be seen as an act of misogyny, it’s no surprise that male-only ordination strikes some as sexist on the Church’s behalf.
It can’t be denied that there are women who could be more moving orators than some priests and provide more consolation within the confessional. But the debate over ordination is not over who could be a better priest but over who could be a priest at all.
So, if a woman’s abilities are not in question, what’s keeping the Church from ordaining her? For one, it should be noted that Jesus did not ordain any women. He selected all of his apostles, and none were women.
Some say that he was bound by the cultural norms of his era to suppress the roles of women, but no one has been able to prove that this was his motive. Furthermore, this accuses Jesus of sexism and it paints an inaccurate portrait of Christ, who had no qualms about shattering the cultural norms regarding interaction with women (Matt. 9:20; Luke 7:37; John 4:27). The idea of priestesses was not unknown to him, since it was a common practice in religions of his time and culture, though not Judaism. (If Jesus had wanted women as priestesses, he would have had the ideal candidate in Mary. Here was a woman who could have spoken the words of consecration literally: "This is my body. This is my blood.")
There were other roles that Christ had in mind for women. For example, they played a key role in the spread of the Gospel, being the first to spread the news of the risen Christ. They were also allowed to pray and prophecy in church (1 Cor. 11:1–16), but they were not to assume the function of teaching in the Christian assembly (1Cor. 14:34–38; 1 Tim. 2:1–14), which was restricted to the clergy.
Two thousand years later, no one—including the pope—has the authority to change the designs of the Church that Christ instituted. Specifically, the Church is unable to change the substance of a sacrament. For example, a person cannot be baptized in wine, nor may a substance other than bread be used for the consecration at Mass. If invalid matter is used, then the sacrament does not take place. Likewise, since the priest acts in the person of Christ, the Church has no authority to confer the sacrament on those who are unable to represent the male Jesus Christ.


2. Wouldn’t ordaining women take care of the vocations crisis?

If the Church allowed the ordination of women, there could very well be more ordinations that take place. However, these wouldn’t aid the Church because the ordinations wouldn’t be valid. So, invalid ordinations are not the solution to the "vocations crisis" that we hear so much about.
But is there a crisis at all? In so many words, the Vatican has declared that the vocations crisis is over. Figures from the Church’s Statistic Yearbook for 1997 were given in a June 4, 2000 Zenit News Agency report, which stated, "In 1978 there were 63,882 seminarians; at present there are 108,517, an increase of 69.87 percent. The increase in Africa and Asia, in fact, is incredible. Over the last twenty years, these two continents have seen an increase of 238.50 percent and 124.01 percent, respectively." Over the past twenty years, vocations have increased in every continent around the globe. In America, the number of seminarians has increased from 22,011 to 35,000 in the last two decades.


3. Didn’t Paul say that there is neither Jew nor Greek, servant nor free, male nor female, since we are all in Christ? So why should our gender matter to God? We should all have equal rights.

Whenever a verse is paraphrased to defend a particular position, take the time to find that passage and read it in context. When Paul wrote about there being neither male nor female in Christ (Gal. 3:28), he is discussing our justification through faith, not our roles in the Church. Even in 1 Corinthians 12, when Paul speaks about there being Jews, Greeks, slaves, and free being baptized into the one body of Christ, he mentions that within this one body, there are different parts:
"There are varieties of service, but the same Lord . . . All these are inspired by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. . . . If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body. . . . If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single organ, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. . . . Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles . . . Are all apostles?" (1 Cor. 12:5–29).

So, while Paul acknowledges the universality of God’s plan for salvation, he’s clear that there are different roles within the body of Christ. Men and woman are equal in the eyes of God, but this equality is not synonymous with sameness. They play different roles within the Church, as there are different instruments within an orchestra. Just as the instruments are arranged for a symphony, God has "arranged the organs of the body" (1 Cor. 12:18), and we are not to reconstruct the design that he has established. 
Since God is the one who has appointed the different roles within the Church, no one can claim a right to any position within the body of Christ. This is especially the case with sacraments. No one—male or female—has a "right" to be a priest. It is not like a governmental office that anyone can run for. It is a sacrament, and no one has a title to grace. It is an unmerited gift from Christ. 
This may strike some as unfair, but realize that God has given women other gifts that he has not given to men. For example, women bring the body of Christ (souls) into the world one birth at a time. Men do not have this privilege. Priests bring the body of Christ (Eucharist) into the world one Mass at a time—a gift reserved to them, acting in the person of Christ. 

4. Didn’t the early Christians ordain women?

If you walk into any secular (and perhaps even Catholic) bookstore, you’ll inevitably run across any number of books that claim to have unearthed ancient evidence in favor of the Catholic Church ordaining women to the priesthood. The average Catholic might not know where to begin when refuting these texts, but a review of what the Church Fathers said on the matter is a good place to start (see http://www.catholic.com/answers/tracts/wpriest.htm ). 
Some early Christian women belonged to orders of virgins, widows, and deaconesses, which are all forerunners of modern nuns. However, none of these orders were ordained to the priesthood. Since there were sects in the first centuries, especially within Gnosticism, that allowed women to become priestesses, the Church Fathers too the question under consideration but rejected the idea as incompatible with the faith. 


5. But isn’t it possible that the Church could come around on this issue?

Certain.aspects of the sacraments may change over time, such as the language of the liturgy or the manner in which penance is received. However, male-only ordination is something that has never changed, nor can it ever be changed. The Church’s attitude may appear archaic, but it is one of fidelity to a universal tradition in both the East and the West, extending throughout the history of the Church.
In 1994, Pope John Paul II declared, "Although the teaching that priestly ordination is to be reserved to men alone has been preserved by the constant and universal Tradition of the Church and firmly taught by the Magisterium in its more recent documents, at the present time in some places it is nonetheless considered still open to debate, or the Church’s judgment that women are not to be admitted to ordination is considered to have a merely disciplinary force. Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Luke 22:32), I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful" (Ordinatio Sacerdotalis 4).
One year after this was written, the Church ruled that this teaching "requires definitive assent, since, founded on the written Word of God, and from the beginning constantly preserved and applied in the Tradition of the Church, it has been set forth infallibly by the ordinary and universal Magisterium (cf. Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium 25:2)" (Response of Oct. 25, 1995). For more on this, see http://www.cin.org/users/james/files/inter.htm and http://www.cin.org/users/james/files/w-ordination.htm 
Answering the “why not?” of women’s ordination
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/why-cant-women-be-priests
By Scott Alessi, Our Sunday Visitor, August 25, 2010

Vatican’s controversial statement on ‘attempted ordination’ revives ordination debate in some circles
When the Vatican released its updated procedures for handling clerical sex abuse cases — and simultaneously added the ordination of women to the list of “more grave crimes” — it reignited a long-standing debate over the question of whether or not women should be able to serve as Catholic priests. 
From the Church’s perspective, the answer has been clear for centuries. Both the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Code of Canon Law clearly state that only men can receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders, and in recent years Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul II and the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith have released documents affirming this teaching. 

Yet in spite of this continued reaffirmation — and the Vatican’s 2008 decree that any woman attempting ordination and the person ordaining her would be automatically excommunicated — advocates for female priests have remained vocal. The Women’s Ordination Conference has campaigned for women to be admitted to the Catholic priesthood since the 1970s, while a group called Roman Catholic Womenpriests claims to have “ordained” more than 60 women to the priesthood worldwide since 2002.

Christ’s intent 

At one time, Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity Sister Sara Butler counted herself among those who felt there was no legitimate reason for the Church to exclude women from the priesthood. But extensive study of the question led her to embrace the Church’s position as not one that denied women equal participation in the Church, but which recognized the will of Christ in his institution of the priesthood. 

“Ordination was reserved to those men who were chosen by Christ and continues to be a gift,” said Sister Sara, theology professor at the University of St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein, Ill., and author of “The Catholic Priesthood and Women: A Guide to the Teaching of the Church” (Hillenbrand Books, $23). 

“His example was in choosing only men to be among the Twelve (apostles), and that example is thought to be fundamentally the fact that establishes his will,” she told Our Sunday Visitor. “We don’t have any scriptural text in which he says, ‘I am only choosing men for this role,’ but we have to read it off his example.” 

Such an explanation, how-ever, begs a deeper question that has been a topic of deliberation since the early days of the Church: Why did Jesus only choose men for the priesthood? 

“That the choice was made, that’s the evidence of the tradition,” Sister Sara said. “But why did Christ want men rather than women? That’s a theological question, and it is up to the Church and to theologians to explain why the choice is fitting.” 

Father Shawn McKnight, executive director of the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations, told OSV that one likely explanation lies in the concept of Christ being the bridegroom of the Church. 

“If a priest is one who stands in the person of Christ, then they also in a sacramental and symbolic way express that nuptial relationship between Christ and his Church,” he said. “As Christ is the bridegroom, so is the priest or bishop.” 

Contrary to what many critics would suggest, the question of whether the Church deems women qualified to be priests is not a part of the equation. 

“It would be wrong to say that the Church has only chosen men because they are superior in any way,” he said. “Obviously, women are very gifted and very important to the life and mission of the Church. But it is about observing and preserving the traditions established by Jesus Christ.” 

Infallible teaching 

Despite the Church’s attempts to explain the reasons behind its teaching on women’s ordination, many have still refused to accept it. Historical accounts suggest that in the early centuries of Christianity, some believers attempted to grant women specifically priestly functions, like consecrating the Eucharistic bread and wine, but they were considered heretical by Church Fathers. 

And today many theologians continue to question the Vatican’s declaration that the teaching on women’s ordination is an infallible doctrine. 

But Father McKnight explained that the infallibility of the teaching on a male-only priesthood comes from the fact that it was a revelation of Christ himself, not simply from the leadership of the Church. 

“We as Catholics understand that we receive the gift of God’s revelation, the gift of the Church, the gift of the sacraments,” he said. “And while some elements can be organically developed, there are some things that can never change. And this teaching is one of them.”

Sacramental sign 

According to Sister Sara, many proponents of women’s ordination make the mistake of equating the priesthood with secular leadership roles rather than seeing it as a unique calling from God. Such characterization overlooks the sacramental nature of ordination, a teaching of Catholicism that differs from other Christian denominations in which women serve as ordained ministers. 

“The Church is not simply another human institution, and the priesthood is not simply a leadership position to which you are formally appointed,” Sister Sara told OSV. “It is a special gift by which Christ entrusts his ministry to certain members of the Church so that his presence is felt.” 

And as with any other sacrament, she said, even those chosen to lead the Church through ordained ministry do not have the authority to alter it. 

“Just as you couldn’t use something other than bread and wine for the Eucharist or you couldn’t use something besides water for baptism … the sign of the sacrament has a certain importance in the Catholic tradition,” she said. “The sacraments are instituted by Christ, and the Church can’t change their content.”

Scott Alessi writes from New Jersey.
Would Female Priests Have Prevented the Abuse Crisis? 

Among the claims made by proponents of the ordination of women to the priesthood is the notion that if women had been allowed to serve as priests and bishops in the Catholic Church, the clerical abuse scandal and subsequent cover-up would never have gone on as long as it did. 

There is little evidence, however, to suggest that female priests and bishops would have been immune to the same faults that led to abuse problems in a male-dominated Church hierarchy. In fact, although they are much less prevalent than cases of abuse by priests, women religious have also faced accusations of sexual abuse and cover-up attempts. 
According to Sister Sara Butler, the argument that admitting women to the priesthood would have lessened the abuse crisis misses the mark. Such claims fail to address the Church’s actual teaching when it comes to women’s ordination, she said, and offer an unfounded argument in hopes of furthering the cause toward women’s ordination. 

“They are appealing to that (argument), but we really can’t say for sure what would have happened,” Sister Sara said.

Why not women priests?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfGJs-iFtS8
January 31, 2013
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Dominican Father Wojciech Giertych, theologian of the papal household, explains church doctrine reserving ordination to the priesthood to men.
Female Ordination: Why There is No Such Thing as Women Priests
https://leadersthatfollow.com/female-ordination-why-there-is-no-such-thing-as-women-priests/
June 25, 2013

Without women the Catholic Church would be in even much more trouble than it already is today. And although the role of women in the Church is a necessity, it is also essential to know and understand that there cannot ever be women priests or female ordination in the Catholic Church. Here are a few reasons why.

Men & Women: Equal But Different
Some of the most common arguments in favor of female ordination in the Catholic Church are: equality of the sexes and emotions. Women and men are different. We are both human, but although we seek to be treated equally, recalling our human dignity, this is not to say that there are not qualitative differences in the sexes. Some would say that it’s not fair that women cannot be priests. Why is it not fair?

“The fact that a woman cannot exercise the priesthood does not make her less than the man. Morever, in our understanding the Virgin Mary is greater than the apostles.”

~ POPE FRANCIS, ON HEAVEN AND EARTH
As much as a man desires to be a mother—to bear inside of himself the life of another and to give birth and to nurse that child—it will never happen. It is just not the way God has set it up.

“God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”

~ GENESIS 1:27

God made us different for a reason, to compliment each other. Would anyone say that it’s not fair to be a woman? Would you say it’s not fair she can be a mother and he cannot? Of course not. A man has the gift of being a father and a woman has the gift of being a mother. A man can never be a mother and a woman can never be a father—even if in certain cases they feel they are filling both roles, like in the case of single parent households. I would never want to usurp the role of mother from my wife. I am the father of my children and that is my role. We are both parents, but our roles are different.

“In Christianity the High Priest is Jesus, a male. In the theologically grounded tradition the priesthood passes through man. The woman has another function in Christianity, reflected in the figure of Mary… The woman has the gift of maternity, of tenderness…”

~ POPE FRANCIS, ON HEAVEN AND EARTH
So if only men can be fathers, then only men can be priests, for their vocation, their calling is to be shepherds of souls, spiritual fathers to the children of God. This is not to say that women cannot be spiritual leaders, but that the role of a priest is different.
A priest stands in persona Christi (in the person of Christ) for Christ is the one true high priest (Heb 9:11). Christ is a man, not a woman. We refer to the Church in the feminine because we are the bride of Christ.
The Role of a Priest

When we are talking about priests here, we are talking about the ministerial priesthood, not the priesthood of believers. For it is true that in baptism we are all anointed as priest, prophet, and king. In this sense we are called to pray for each other and offer sacrifices, but not to administer the sacraments as in the ministerial priesthood.

Jesus Christ went against the cultural norms of his time when it came to women. He interacted with them in public and even had female disciples. Yet when it came to appointing apostles, leaders of the Church, He chose only men. He could’ve chosen women from among His female followers who included Mary of Nazareth and Mary Magdalen. But He didn’t. It’s not that He didn’t value them or think they were capable, but there was a role for them apart from the ministerial priesthood.

I personally thank God for the women who have helped the Church to carry on over these past 2000 years. It is the women we must thank for teaching the faith to our children, for serving in the Church, for bearing witness to the love of Christ in the family and in the world. The Church needs women and holds them in special regard. However, the ministerial priesthood is reserved only for men and this will not ever change because it is the way Jesus Christ set it up in accordance with God’s plan for the Church.

Blessed Pope John Paul II declared this in his apostolic letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis “On Reserving Priestly Ordination to Men Alone”.

“In order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful.”

~ BLESSED POPE JOHN PAUL II, ORDINATIO SACERDOTALIS, 4

Case closed.

Jesus Christ Will Never Allow His Church to Ordain Women to the Priesthood
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/kschiffer/jesus-christ-will-never-allow-his-church-to-ordain-women-to-the-priesthood 

“I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful.”

By Kathy Schiffer, May 4, 2017
Imitation, said Irish dramatist and poet Oscar Wilde, is the sincerest form of flattery that mediocrity can pay to greatness. And last week Abigail Eltzroth, 64, imitated a Catholic priest at Asheville's Jubilee Community Church, by attempting ordination and then celebrating a fake Mass. Eltzroth plans to begin a new worship community in the Asheville area, which she will call “Catholic”. Officiating at Eltzroth's ceremony was Bridget Mary Meehan, a woman who mistakenly believes herself to be a Catholic bishop.

The women are members of an international dissident organization called the Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests. The feminist group, which is not in union with the Bishop of Rome, sees the priesthood as a “right” to which women are entitled. 

But according to Catholic teaching, women may never be ordained to the priesthood. A woman who attempts ordination incurs an automatic excommunication; and to honor a woman by attending her attempted ordination is gravely sinful. David Hains, spokesperson for the Catholic Diocese of Charlotte, told the Charlotte Observer on Sunday:

I hope that Catholics in the diocese will understand that it would be sinful to receive a fake sacrament from a woman priest, and that includes attending a fake Mass.

But why? It’s a good time to take up the question:
Why Can't Women Be Priests in the Catholic Church?
There are women pastors in the Presbyterian church and even a female bishop in the Episcopal church, and they can be very effective preachers, leading people toward greater holiness. Women already occupy positions in the Catholic Church as teachers of theology, as pastoral associates and counselors and spiritual directors and lectors and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. They visit the sick, serve the hungry, help the poor. They answer the phones in the parish office, for Pete’s sake! Why can’t the Catholic Church get with the times and ordain women to the priesthood?

That was just a rhetorical question, friends. I believe, with the Catholic Church, that when Christ instituted the sacrament of Holy Orders and selected only men to serve as priests, he was giving us the blueprint for how the Church should operate.

I’ve worked in the past with women, feminist nuns, who took umbrage at that claim. I remember one particularly angry sister exclaiming, “My students talk with me in my office about things that are really sensitive. After our conversation, shouldn’t I have the right to hear their confession?”

But that’s the thing: There is no “right” to the priesthood. Rather, the priesthood is a call from God, a summons to serve Him in a special way. To the young man who experiences the gentle nudge of the Holy Spirit toward the priesthood, it is a precious gift; but it is a gift which comes with a high price tag. The man will spill out his life in service to others, standing in for the crucified Christ.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church offers an explanation:

1577 “Only a baptized man (vir) validly receives sacred ordination.”66 The Lord Jesus chose men (viri) to form the college of the twelve apostles, and the apostles did the same when they chose collaborators to succeed them in their ministry.67 The college of bishops, with whom the priests are united in the priesthood, makes the college of the twelve an ever-present and ever-active reality until Christ’s return. The Church recognizes herself to be bound by this choice made by the Lord himself. For this reason the ordination of women is not possible.68

The Catechism continues, explaining that “right” thing I just mentioned above:

1578 No one has a right to receive the sacrament of Holy Orders. Indeed no one claims this office for himself; he is called to it by God.69 Anyone who thinks he recognizes the signs of God’s call to the ordained ministry must humbly submit his desire to the authority of the Church, who has the responsibility and right to call someone to receive orders. Like every grace this sacrament can be received only as an unmerited gift.

When the Anglican Church first considered the issue of women’s ordination, Pope Paul VI cautioned that this would have a deleterious effect on relations between Anglicans and Catholics. He explained the Catholic Church’s inability to ordain women:

She holds that it is not admissible to ordain women to the priesthood, for very fundamental reasons. These reasons include: the example recorded in the Sacred Scriptures of Christ choosing his Apostles only from among men; the constant practice of the Church, which has imitated Christ in choosing only men; and her living teaching authority which has consistently held that the exclusion of women from the priesthood is in accordance with God’s plan for his Church.

To further clarify the matter for theologians within the Church, Pope Paul VI directed the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to set forth and expound the Church’s teaching on a male-only priesthood. This was done through the Declaratio Inter Insigniores, which the Supreme Pontiff approved and ordered to be published.

Pope Saint John Paul II reiterated the Church’s teaching in the Apostolic Constitution Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, which has the weight of infallibility. Quoting from that document:

In the Apostolic Letter Mulieris Dignitatem, I myself wrote in this regard: “In calling only men as his Apostles, Christ acted in a completely free and sovereign manner. In doing so, he exercised the same freedom with which, in all his behavior, he emphasized the dignity and the vocation of women, without conforming to the prevailing customs and to the traditions sanctioned by the legislation of the time.”(5)

In fact the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles attest that this call was made in accordance with God’s eternal plan; Christ chose those whom he willed (cf. Mk 3:13-14; Jn 6:70), and he did so in union with the Father, “through the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:2), after having spent the night in prayer (cf. Lk 6:12). Therefore, in granting admission to the ministerial priesthood,(6) the Church has always acknowledged as a perennial norm her Lord’s way of acting in choosing the twelve men whom he made the foundation of his Church (cf. Rv 21:14). These men did not in fact receive only a function which could thereafter be exercised by any member of the Church; rather they were specifically and intimately associated in the mission of the Incarnate Word himself (cf. Mt 10:1, 7-8; 28:16-20; Mk 3:13-16; 16:14-15). The Apostles did the same when they chose fellow workers(7) who would succeed them in their ministry.(8) Also included in this choice were those who, throughout the time of the Church, would carry on the Apostles’ mission of representing Christ the Lord and Redeemer.(9)

3. Furthermore, the fact that the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the Church, received neither the mission proper to the Apostles nor the ministerial priesthood clearly shows that the non-admission of women to priestly ordination cannot mean that women are of lesser dignity, nor can it be construed as discrimination against them. Rather, it is to be seen as the faithful observance of a plan to be ascribed to the wisdom of the Lord of the universe.

The presence and the role of women in the life and mission of the Church, although not linked to the ministerial priesthood, remain absolutely necessary and irreplaceable. As the Declaration Inter Insigniores points out, “the Church desires that Christian women should become fully aware of the greatness of their mission: today their role is of capital importance both for the renewal and humanization of society and for the rediscovery by believers of the true face of the Church.”(10)

The New Testament and the whole history of the Church give ample evidence of the presence in the Church of women, true disciples, witnesses to Christ in the family and in society, as well as in total consecration to the service of God and of the Gospel. “By defending the dignity of women and their vocation, the Church has shown honor and gratitude for those women who-faithful to the Gospel-have shared in every age in the apostolic mission of the whole People of God. They are the holy martyrs, virgins and mothers of families, who bravely bore witness to their faith and passed on the Church’s faith and tradition by bringing up their children in the spirit of the Gospel.”(11)

Moreover, it is to the holiness of the faithful that the hierarchical structure of the Church is totally ordered. For this reason, the Declaration Inter Insigniores recalls: “the only better gift, which can and must be desired, is love (cf. 1 Cor 12 and 13). The greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven are not the ministers but the saints.”(12)

4. Although the teaching that priestly ordination is to be reserved to men alone has been preserved by the constant and universal Tradition of the Church and firmly taught by the Magisterium in its more recent documents, at the present time in some places it is nonetheless considered still open to debate, or the Church’s judgment that women are not to be admitted to ordination is considered to have a merely disciplinary force.

Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful.
That’s it, folks. If you believe that Jesus Christ founded His Church here on earth, that he entrusted Peter with the keys (symbolizing authority), that the Pope is the legitimate successor of Peter who is entrusted with shepherding the flock until He comes in glory, then that’s it. Rome has spoken. The Catholic Church will never ordain women to the priesthood.

Furthermore, the group that calls itself Roman Catholic Womenpriests are not priests. They are, by virtue of their having attempted ordination, merely excommunicated women. To clarify, in 2007 the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, with the authorization of the Pope, decreed the penalty of automatic excommunication against anyone “who attempts to confer a sacred order on a woman, and the woman who attempts to receive a sacred order.”

Why women can’t be Catholic priests
https://dwightlongenecker.com/why-women-cant-be-catholic-priests/
By Fr. Dwight Longenecker, March 16, 2018

Despite the fact that the church had spoken definitively on the subject there are still some Catholics who believe women’s ordination to the priesthood is a possibility. Therefore it is worth going through the discussion again.

Hilaire Belloc said, “Every argument is a theological argument.” Therefore we must be aware, in the argument for women’s ordination (and indeed in every argument) what forms of argumentation are being made, and where the essential truths lie for Catholics.

Those who argue for women’s ordination usually do so using three forms of argumentation: 
1. Utilitarianism 
2. Sentimentalism  
3. Civil Rights. 
The utilitarian argument goes like this: “Jane can do the job just as well–and better than a man. She has a degree in theology. She’s a great preacher. She is a sensitive pastor and a good servant of the Lord. Women have shown that they can do any job as well as a man. We need good priests. These women would be great priests.

The sentimental argument goes like this, “Sally is such a nice person. She is so loving and funny and kind and good. How can you be so cruel and unkind not to let her be a priest! It is so unfair and so hurtful. Sally’s mother was a pillar of the church and she’s such a good Christian woman. How can you hurt her like this? Don’t you know what pain you’re causing?”

The civil rights argument is simple: “Women and men are equal. You’re discriminating against women by denying them. By denying them ordination you’re treating them as second class citizens.”

These argument can be part of the greater discussion, but they don’t have much weight in the Catholic Church, because the Catholic Church works from a different premise to start with. We begin with theology and the truth of the theology governs all other decisions. Practical, sentimental and civil rights questions–while important in civil society– are very low in priority when making decisions within the Catholic Church.

The Catholic argument in favor of reserving the priesthood to men begins with the creation of man and woman. Man and woman were both created co-equal in the sight of God–both created in his image. Adam and Eve show us therefore the equality of the sexes, but also their complementarity. Adam and Eve are used by Jesus Christ and St Paul and unbroken Christian tradition to reflect the profound aspect of sexuality within the human condition.

We are not simply a-sexual human beings. We are not identical. Our humanity is intrinsically tied up with being male or female. This sexual identity has to do not only with who we are, but who we are meant to be. Our human identity (and therefore our being male or female) has to do with our eternal destiny. Our sexuality is not a mistake or an accident or an insignificant detail.

Furthermore, Adam and Eve picture for us the proper and natural relationship between the sexes. God commands them to “be fruitful and multiply” therefore they also picture the ideal of marriage. Man and woman are created for one another, and they are fulfilled as men and women through the sacrament of marriage. This is the way they find their destiny. This is the way they find their salvation. This is the way they find out what it really means to be human.

A man, therefore is most fully a man when he is a husband and father. A woman is most fully a woman when she is a wife and mother. This is the natural-supernatural condition, and this relationship of love which brings new life is at the heart of the created order and at the heart of human existence and life and it is also the foundation of the church and the foundation of human society.

I realize that these are generalized statements, but that is what theology and philosophy deal with–the foundational meaning of things. Of course there are single men and single women and married men and women who cannot have children. The exceptions confirm the generalities they do not disprove them.

 This understanding of man and woman is crucial to the greater discussion of women’s ordination. If this is the case, then we are considering how the economy of salvation works through the mystery of human sexuality. We see this in the relationship between Jesus Christ and his mother. St Paul says in I Corinthians 11, “in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman.” The New Testament and the history of Catholic spirituality show that the Blessed Virgin shared intimately with the actions of redemption that her Son undertook. “A sword pierced her own heart also.”

Just as the first Adam and the first Eve show us what it means to be human and therefore what it means to be man and woman, so the second Adam and second Eve show us how to be redeemed human beings–therefore redeemed men and redeemed women. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary shares in Christ’s redemptive work as a co-Redeemer, but she does so as a woman and fully as a woman. She does so as a mother, and fully as a mother. Christ, the great high priest does so as a man, and in his case fully as a man as a Son. The sexuality of both are not accidental, but a crucial part of who they are and the way the effect salvation.

This led us therefore, to the role of the priest within the liturgy. The priest is alter Christus. He plays the part of Christ and Christ works through the priest in the action of the Eucharistic sacrifice. As a man his sexuality matters because he brings to this action of redemption the fact that he is not only a human, but like Christ, he is a man. Women participate in the redemptive sacrifice as did the Blessed Virgin–as women and as mothers. For a woman to be a priest is therefore as impossible as it would be for a man to be a mother.

I fully understand and accept that this teaching may be offensive to some and incomprehensible to others. I also fully understand that many would consider this teaching out of date or even oppressive to women. Nevertheless, this is the basic theological and anthropological model which the church in her history and teaching supports and promotes as the essential structure for human life, faith and the plan of salvation.

It is a plan which fosters true life and love both within marriage and the family and also within the church and society at large.

When we play about with these core truths that come to us from the natural order we do so at our peril, for they were put there by the creator himself for our good and the good of the whole human race. How do we “play about with these core truths”? Our whole society is at war with these core truths: all the sexual sins violate these core truths for they violate marriage and the foundation of the family. The homosexual movement and the feminist movement and now the transgender movement all distort these basic human truths.

When I say we tinker with these things “at our peril” I am not suggesting that God or some religious prelate is ready to whack everyone with a big stick. I simply mean that whenever we distort the natural order there is a price to pay.

Women’s ordination is part of the same assault, and this is why we will continue to resist it–because it is not just about whether Jane would be a good preacher or it hurts Sally’s feelings not to be ordained or because it’s “not fair.”

It’s all much bigger than that–so much bigger, and so much part of the given-ness of the created order and the divine economy of salvation that the church herself cannot ordain women as priests–even if we want to. So the Catholic teaching is clear: “The Church does not have the authority to ordain women as priests.”

Some Reasons Why Women Can’t Be Priests

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/astagnaro/some-reasons-why-women-cant-be-priests
By Angelo Stagnaro, March 24, 2018
“Only a baptized man validly receives sacred ordination. ... The Church recognizes herself to be bound by this choice made by the Lord himself. For this reason the ordination of women is not possible.”

The main problem with illicit ordinations is that they destroy the Church's unity by creating a competing authority structure. This is not in keeping with the Scriptural admonition:

Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still one body, even though it is made up of different parts. (1Cor 12:12)

When dissident Christians decide they have the authority to ordain as they wish, they're destroying the Church's unity. This was one of the major problems with the Protestant Reformation. In John Paul II's 1993 encyclical, Veritatis Splendor, the Pope explains that any division in the Church is a scandal. In 2010, the Catholic Church added the attempt to ordain women on a list of the very grave delicts or sins that are punishable with excommunication.

It's imperative to praise the role of women in the Church. As Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of Washington explained during a news conference discussing the Church's stance against women's ordination, “The Church's gratitude to women cannot be stated strongly enough. Women offer unique insight, creative abilities and unstinting generosity at the very heart of the Catholic Church."

It's also important to understand that women are in God's eyes the equal to men in dignity. This, however, is not an indication that the genders are equal in terms of their mission to lead the Church. Simply put, the Church doesn't have the authority to include women in the clergy. The argument that Jesus was hampered by the cultural mores of the time 2000 years ago is silly for several reasons:

Reason #1. 
With the exception of Judaism, 100 percent of all of the religions in the world at the time of Christ had priestesses. It's inconceivable to suggest that Jesus believed, wrongly, that converts to Christianity would not accept a female priesthood.

Reason #2. 
It's ludicrous to suggest that God, had He wanted, couldn't have done exactly that which He wished. He chose to suffer horribly and die in the most ignominious manner possible. In fact, Christ's entire life, ministry, Passion, death and resurrection is so complex and well worked out, it's hard to imagine that had He wanted women in His priesthood, He could not have chosen to do exactly that. Considering that He taught many things that were countercultural and, according to the interpretation of the Temple's High Priests, contrary to Mosaic Law, it's odd in the extreme to think He couldn't have ordained a giant, purple cow if He thought it was moral and fitting to do so. Because He was God, He could have, at any time, easily made one more rule — that of including women in the Church's priesthood. But the salient, undeniable point is: He didn't.
Reason #3. 
The idea that women had been Christian priests in some point in the Church's history, but due to a secret male supremacist, ecclesial cabal which usurped women's “rightful” leadership in the Church, has no bearing on historical reality or on the Church's theology. Conspiracy theories are by their very nature, irrational and illogical and can't be taken seriously.
Reason #4. 
Those who advocate for women's ordination point to polls of American Catholics that suggest large support for the idea. The poll of American Catholics by The New York Timesand CBS News, released in May 2010, showed that 59 percent favored ordaining women, while 33 percent were opposed. The point that these feminists have missed is that morality and theology are not matters of democratic popularity. If they were, I would immediately leave the Church. The reason I'm content with being Catholic is because the Church understands and accepts that Truth is eternal and not dependent upon fads, trends, polls, arbitrary whims, rarified tastes and “personal revelations.” If it was true 2000 years ago, it continues to remain true even today and will be so in 2000 years in the future. Ordination has been without exception, reserved for men and this fact can't be changed despite changing times.

The idea that the Catholic Church should change to remain “relevant” in the modern world is silly. As G.K. Chesterton said, “We do not want, as the newspapers say, a Church that will move with the world. We want a Church that will move the world.” Protestant organizations struggle to remain relevant all the time and to their detriment. Eleven Protestant denominations shutter their doors every day in America. This is not because they are on the right track but rather because they’ve left it far behind them. Why do we know this? Jesus tells us so:

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hell will not overcome it. (Matthew 16:18)

Thus, if a Christian denomination is “overcome,” it obviously wasn’t the one, true, holy, catholic and apostolic Church which Jesus had in mind.

We are not like the pagans or Mormons whose gods are mumbling, stumbling and fumbling, unsure of what to say and constantly changing their minds. I flat-out reject any proposed religion ― including any feminist fabrication ― that is built on the presumption, “Had God had the foresight to consult me, I would have urged Him to [fill in the blank].” This is not only narcissistic and spiritually damaging but, frankly, stupid. If someone chooses to announce their own prophethood, claiming a direct hotline to God, they need a bit more than just their “sincere feelings” to show for it.

God will not change His mind. He doesn’t need to, as He is God and already knows what He wants.

And the Catholic Church, with her male-only priesthood, is what He wants.

Those liberal Catholics, progressives, radical feminists, dissenters and dissidents‡ who continue to insist that the Church is sexist, misogynist, patriarchal in Her teaching that women cannot be ordained, stand in conflict with what Her founder Jesus Christ has ordained.

‡Some of them:

I. FROM A DISSENTING ORGANIZATION:
Individuals notified, silenced, excommunicated, or otherwise investigated and disciplined/censured by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, directly or indirectly

http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/topics/reform/documents/2006movingforwardbylookingback.pdf EXTRACT
Sr. Lavinia Byrne, IBVM

Bishop John Kinney (St. Cloud, Minnesota) reported to the CDF the US publication of Byrne’s 1994 book Woman at the

Altar, which argued for women in the priesthood; by a stroke of timing, it was already in process at the UK publisher when John Paul II issued Ordinatio Sacerdotalis. She asked that the document be included as an addendum to her text. Pending further investigation, her superiors asked her to refrain from teaching or speaking publicly about women’s ordination. Under fire for her beliefs about contraception and, more significantly, the ordination of women to the priesthood, she refused to recant and was compelled to leave religious life.
Book titled Women at the Altar (condemned by the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith)
Sr. Carmel McEnroy, RSM

In 1994, McEnroy was one of hundreds who signed an open letter to John Paul II in response to Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, requesting further discussion on the issue of women’s ordination. The letter ran in the National Catholic Reporter and did not include her school affiliation. Nonetheless, she was fired for doing so, and without due process. 
The Danube Seven

In late June, seven women were “illicitly and invalidly” ordained as priests, and were promptly excommunicated on the Feast of Mary Magdalene (July 22) when they did not repent as the CDF ordered.
Bishop Alan C. Clark

This bishop of East Anglia was co-chair of the Anglican Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC), a group working toward theological rapprochement between the two churches. He was investigated concerning ambiguities and points of theological conflict—real presence in the Eucharist, apostolic succession, interpretation of scripture and women’s ordination—in a report he wrote on the commission’s behalf. 
II. FROM OUR LADY’S WARRIORS, A CATHOLIC MINISTRY (2004):

Information Related to Specific Dissenting Catechetical/Evangelization Programs  
http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/index.html EXTRACT
Catholic Action Network Catholic Action Network - Promoting ordination of women among a plethora of other "social justice" issues.
Dissenting authors and speakers
http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm EXTRACT
Married priests

Louise Haggett - Celibacy Is the Issue ("Rent-a-Priest")
John Horan - Published article pushing married (and women) priests in U.S. Catholic magazine.
Allen Moore - President of CORPUS, an Association for a married priesthood.

John W. O'Brien - CORPUS (Baltimore).

John Oesterle
- Association of Pittsburgh Priests.
Anthony T. Padovano
- CORPUS, an Association for a married priesthood.
Women priests
Sr. Lavinia Byrne - Book titled Women at the Altar (condemned by the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith)
Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB - A supporter of Call to Action who promotes women priests.

Paul Collins, ex-priest - Author of the books "Papal Power" and "Mixed Blessings," who was under investigation by the Vatican claims since 1998, claims that it is far too early for definitive closure on the issue of women’s ordination.

Sr. Fran Ferder - Quixote Center book titled Called to Break Bread? A Psychological Investigation of 100 Women Who Feel Called to the Priesthood in the Catholic Church. As co-author of a National Catholic Reporter article dated 5/12/02 she states "Central to a more inclusive, open system is, of course, the need to welcome sacramental ministers from all lifestyles and both genders."
As co-author of the book "Partnership: Men & Women in Ministry" says that "The mobilizing metaphor of this council document (Lumen Gentium, specifically its description of the Church as The People of God) remains the image of the church as a community of faith in history. The result has been a revolution in Catholic consciousness that is stronger than our words and deeper than our symbols. It is a shift from understanding the church primarily as the hierarchical institution to experiencing it as a community of disciples. It is a way of recognizing the primordial dignity of baptism as the basis for all mission and ministry." Vatican II's Lumen Gentium makes it perfectly clear in chapter 3 that the Church is Hierarchical.
Barbara Fiand
 - Theologian teaching that women should be priests.

Maureen Fiedler - Interim Co-Coordinator of Women's Ordination Conference.
Ruth Fitzpatrick - Women's Ordination Conference.

Fr. John Heagle - As co-author of an article printed in the National Catholic Reporter dated 5/12/02 he states "Central to a more inclusive, open system is, of course, the need to welcome sacramental ministers from all lifestyles and both genders."
As co-author of the book "Partnership: Men & Women in Ministry" says that "The mobilizing metaphor of this council document (Lumen Gentium, specifically its description of the Church as The People of God) remains the image of the church as a community of faith in history. The result has been a revolution in Catholic consciousness that is stronger than our words and deeper than our symbols. It is a shift from understanding the church primarily as the hierarchical institution to experiencing it as a community of disciples. It is a way of recognizing the primordial dignity of baptism as the basis for all mission and ministry." Vatican II's Lumen Gentium makes it perfectly clear in chapter 3 that the Church is Hierarchical.
Andrea M. Johnson - Women's Ordination Conference National Coordinator and support of Catholic Organizations for Renewal.

Sr. Elizabeth Johnson - Promotes Women priests.

Sr. Theresa Kane, R.S.M - Promotes Women priests.

Fr. Richard McBrien - Claims that a future Pope must overturn the infallible document disallowing women "priests" (Ordinatio Sacerdotalis).

Sr. Ruth Schafer - Organized "Action Purple Stole," a women's ordination protest.
Christine Schenk - FutureChurch, Women in Church Leadership (WICL).
Sandra Schneiders - (cited in Renew 2000) Speaker at Call to Action conferences.

Karen Schwarz - Coordinates San Francisco Women's Ordination Conference/WomenChurch.

Bishop "Willie" Walsh - Bishop of Killaloe Ireland said that he would happily ordain women and that the Church "missed out" by not doing so.

Ex-priest John Wijngaards - Author of "Did Christ rule out women priests?"
Ex-Bishop Romulo Antonio Braschi: Christine Mayr- Lumetzberger, Adelinde Theresia Roitinger, Gisela Forster, Iris Muller, Ida Raming, Pia Brunner, Angela White - Seven women who went through a mock ordination ceremony held by a schismatic ex-bishop Antonio Braschi. See their warning and subsequent formal excommunication notice here.
Theology Incompatible with the Catholic Faith

Fr. Roger Haight - The author of the book "Jesus: Symbol of God" promotes pluralism, similar to that of Fr. Jacques Dupuis. He was prevented from continuing to teach and is presently under investigation by the Vatican. Any real Catholic knows that Jesus *is* God, and not just a symbol. He also presents at Call to Action conferences. In 2002, he promoted feminist theology, pick whatever religion suits your conscience (indifferentism) and that "Catholics need a new theology" rather than Dominus Iesus, decried the "sexist" Church because women are not leaders (priests), and chided the Church for clericalism because the laity cannot perform priestly duties.
Mary Hunt - WomenChurch, Feminist theology.
Diann Neu (contributor to Renew 2000) - WomenChurch, Feminist theology.
Bishop (retired) Remi De Roo - Supports women priests, Liberation Theology, married priests, artificial contraception.
Speakers at the 2004 Call to Action Conference

Russ Ditzel - promotes women and homosexual priests.

Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza - a feminist promoting women priests, claims that "Roman Catholic theology has developed not only hierarchical-kyriarchal understandings of the universe but also a politics of exclusion that has made women second class citizens".
Victoria Rue and Anne Pezzillo - promoting women priests. Ms. Rue, in "Heeding her own call to the priesthood ... expects to be ordained to the diaconate in summer, 2004, by Austrian 'Bishop' Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger." (Note that Mayr-Lumetzberger was formally excommunicated)
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