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A pastoral crisis the Church cannot (yet does) ignore

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/a-pastoral-crisis-the-church-cannot-yet-does-ignore 

By Phil Lawler, Catholic Culture, May 2, 2017
The Archdiocese of Boston has opened a new church. That news drew headline coverage, in a city that has become more accustomed to stories about church closings.

To be perfectly honest, the news stories are a bit misleading. There have been a few new churches opened in Boston in the past 60 years, but they have been new buildings rather than new parishes: new churches that were constructed to replace buildings that had been destroyed by fire or by the wrecking ball. As a matter of fact, that’s also the case with the latest building, the church of Our Lady of Good Voyage.

So unless I’m mistaken, the overall count remains unchanged: in the past 50 years, the Archdiocese of Boston has opened zero new parish churches. Over the same span, roughly 125 parishes have been shut down or merged into “cluster” units.

This might be understandable, if the Boston’s Catholic population had disappeared. But it hasn’t—at least not according to the official statistics. On paper, it has grown. There were about 1.8 million Catholics registered in the area covered by the Boston archdiocese 50 years ago; today the official figure is 1.9 million.

The trouble, of course, is that most of those 1.9 million Catholics aren’t practicing the faith. Consequently it should be no surprise that their sons don’t aspire to the priesthood. There were just over 2,500 priests working in the archdiocese 50 years ago; now there are fewer than 300. That’s right; nearly 90% of the priests are gone. If you can’t replace the priests, you can’t keep open the parishes.

Let’s be frank. These figures are not a cause for concern; they are a cause for horror. Panic is never useful, but something close to panic is appropriate here. Things have gone terribly, terribly wrong.

Our Lord commissioned us to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We’re not doing that. We aren’t even holding onto the people who were baptized into the faith. We should be bringing more people into the Church, not congratulating ourselves on minimizing the losses.

Although the situation in Boston is unusually bad, it is not unique. All around us, the same sad trends are in evidence. Parish closings and wholesale diocesan retrenchment programs have become familiar. How should we respond?

Here are two possible responses:

A) “This is a disaster! Stop everything. Drop what you’re doing. “Business as usual” makes no sense; this is a pastoral emergency. We don’t just need another “renewal” program, offered by the same people who have led us into this debacle. We need to figure out what has gone wrong. More than that. We know that the Gospel has the power to bring people to Christ; therefore it follows that we have failed to proclaim the Gospel. The fault lies with us. We should begin with repentance for our failures.”

B) “Don’t worry. Times change, and we have to change with them. Religion isn’t popular in today’s culture, but the faith will make a comeback sooner or later. We just need to keep plugging away, to have confidence, to remember God’s promise that the Church will endure forever.”

You see what’s wrong with argument B, don’t you? Yes, the Lord promised that the Church would last through the end of time. But he did not promise that the Archdiocese of Boston (or your own diocese) would last forever. The faith can disappear, indeed has disappeared, from large geographical areas—northern Africa, for instance.

Moreover, it’s both presumptuous and illogical to assume that the faith will make a comeback in another generation or two. The young adults who today don’t bother to marry in the Church are not likely to bring their children there for Baptism (if they have children). Those children, years later, aren’t likely to feel the urge to go back to their parish church (if it still stands), since they were never there in the first place. The Catholic faith is passed down from generation to generation. If parents stop teaching their children, those children have nothing to teach the grandchildren. In two generations, a thoroughly Catholic society can become mission territory. Look at Boston. Look at Quebec. Look at Ireland.

Finally, even if we could safely assume that the faith will recover in another 10 or 20 or 50 years, that would not absolve us, in this current generation, of our responsibility to evangelize.

Right now, people are going without the benefit of the sacraments, because of our failure and our complacency. Lives are being lost; souls are being lost. We are accountable.
So between the two responses, A) and B), there is no comparison. One might sound extreme, but the other is just plain wrong.

There are, sad to say, two other responses:

C) “It doesn’t really matter whether or not people go to church on Sunday. As long as we’re all nice people, God in his mercy will bring us all to heaven.”

D) “Don’t bother me with your statistics. Actually the faith is stronger than ever. Our parish/diocese is vibrant! You’re only seeing the negative.

Response C) is not Catholic. Response D) is—how shall I put this gently?—not rational. Unfortunately, I hear B), C), and D) much more often than A). Don’t you?
2 of 31 readers’ comments

1. The big, big problem, Phil, is that there is nothing to bring potential converts to. Your average parish catechism is dead - anything but inculcating a love for the truths of the Faith and a Catholic outlook on the world - and the average parish liturgy is close to dead - little reverence, little sense of the supernatural, all busy participation and human fellowship. Perhaps a few decent statues left.

And there's diddly-squat a Catholic layman can do about it. He doesn't write the catechism programs and he doesn't organize the liturgy. The clergy do that (or leave it to groups who intend anything but straight Catholicism). If the hierarchy doesn't pull itself together, at least to the extent of encouraging serious-minded Catholics who want to truly reform the Church, then by and large it's game over.

The best a zealous Catholic can do is group together with other likeminded Catholics and keep the light burning here and there - going to the few surviving conservative parishes/priories/Mass centres, home-catechizing their children, keeping clear of the rot. You cannot step in and save a single progressive or even 'average' parish. Just the way it is.

2. Any layman who examines the curriculum for a seminary education would be struck by how irrelevant too much of it is. Old professors, teaching from the same set of notes for 30 years are not preparing priests for evangelization in the modern culture. They can't even defend the inerrancy of the Bible because too many of their professors have polluted their understanding through acceptance of the Humanist explanations of human origins by evolutionary cosmology and biology.
The homilies of priests, Church documents, CCD instruction materials, etc. invariably refer to or quote Bible texts with the assumption that those texts are taken at face value, i.e., “as gospel”? That’s no longer a safe assumption to which priests and others have not adjusted. What about the teenagers wrestling with the scientific materialism drummed into them at school? To such teens, if they are even paying attention, instruction depending on “Bible stories” will seem facile. Put simply, church and CCD attendance does not a Christian make. In November 2015 Stephen Colbert, host of the TV program “The Late Show,” suggested to his guest Bill Maher that Maher return to the Catholic faith in which he was raised. 
Colbert: “All you have to do is humble yourself before the Lord, admit that there are things greater than you in the universe that you do not understand, and salvation awaits you.”
Maher: “I do admit that there are things greater in the universe than me but my response to that is not to make up silly stories.” (And the show’s live audience cheered.)

The “silly stories” are what the Bible becomes when there is no effort at the parish level to counter the disbelief in the Bible that is promoted by Humanist dogma being sold as science in schools. The evidence that children are leaving in droves because instruction at school in bogus cosmic and biological evolution “science” creates a perceived conflict with religion has been “stacked and catalogued.” Yet, priests and parish Directors of Religious Education just keep doing the same old, same old that has failed for the last 50 years. That’s the definition of insanity. Parents deserve better and ought to demand it of the clergy. (Excerpted from Creation, Evolution, and Catholicism: A Discussion for Those Who Believe, reviewed on LifeSite News 12/22/16.)
The Art of Compromise. Compromisers go to Hell. Lovers go to heaven
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-the-art-of-compromise 
By Michael Voris, May 5, 2017
Compromise and go to Hell. It's really as easy as that. No exceptions.

The Catholic faith is about love but not the happy-clappy, hippy love preached by the greying generation of the 1960s and their philosophical children over the past 50 years. Love is complete and total. There is no compromise with love. By its very nature, it is unable to compromise because it is completely and totally about the other. Anything else is a facsimile, a fraud, a fake.

Compromise is what people do when they are seeking their own best interest. They are willing to forgo one or more things they would like to get something they want much more. Likewise, the person they are compromising with is also playing by these same rules, willing to surrender something or things in exchange for the much more desirable goal.
This is what happens in business every day — a mutual understanding that we each want something for ourselves, and now let's negotiate and see if we can reach a mutually satisfactory arrangement. Buying and selling a house comes to mind. And compromise here is perfectly natural because compromise is a tool of business.

But it is never a tool in the realm of love. Love does not seek its own interests; it seeks only the good of the other. This is why all true love is directly related to the Divine; in fact, it originates in the Divine. This is how you can easily tell when a bishop or cleric or religious no longer loves God, if he ever did. He compromises, first with himself, then with the world. He stops loving and becomes consumed with himself because his prayer life fell apart first. Then with his eyes off God, he looks at himself. And knowing he is betraying his calling, the guilt becomes too much, so he turns outward and now enlists anyone else willing to join him in his infidelity and ratify him in his cheating.

He compromises all that he ever knew, casting his pearls before swine. So he becomes a great warrior for so-called social justice; he promotes radical love of the planet or the climate to substitute for his failing to radically love God. And he needs the adulation of men and the praise of the world to drown out his screaming conscience. And for a while he might receive it. He will be celebrated, interviewed, have honors and titles and degrees bestowed on him; and they will weigh down his soul, making it even more difficult for him to raise his hand to God to be drawn out of the mighty water.

And left like this, he will be damned, and so will all those with whom he made compromise such an art, as he traded away authentic love for passing glory. But the time comes when the swine, before whom he cast his pearls and made compromise, will turn on him and tear him to pieces.

This is the lot of all Catholics who trade on the glories of the Faith. How despicable the compromised soul must appear in the fires of Gehenna, how loathsome, how pathetic, as he is tossed about the everlasting flames like so many fiery embers that cannot control their own motion. Yet this is the lot of those who compromise, who give in.

You will hear various clerics who have become highly skilled compromisers instruct you in pragmatism or offer you a piece of sage advice on how the world works and how you should "correspond" your actions in this world to achieve your noble goal. Yet you were not made for this world. Neither were they. But having compromised their own eternities, they now wish to persuade you to compromise yours — for misery, after all, does love company.

No. Stick to your guns. Do the right. Denounce evil. Stay pure. Remain unstained. And inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

Compromisers go to Hell. Lovers go to Heaven.

2 of 84 readers’ comments

1. Let your yes be yes and your no be no....very difficult in this lukewarm climate that we live in. Impossible without God!

2. Pope Pius IX wrote, "Error has no rights". Why would the Catholic Church want to compromise with socialists, communists, globalist capitalism, population control proponents, Islamic clerics, heretical sects, or any other group dedicated to perpetuating error?

Do it live!
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-do-it-live EXTRACT
By Michael Voris, May 8, 2017
Many of you have noticed that Church Militant has stepped up its efforts about the need for Catholics to become more educated and informed about the Faith. We even highlighted a school in Alhambra, California, last week showing that exact thing — a good effort on the part of a Southern California parish to make the Catholic faith the central point of their students' lives.

We've done a number of polls on our homepage over the past month — and hands down, with thousands and thousands of people responding, the number one response as the cause for the loss of Catholic identity has been a failure to teach the Faith and preach on the dangers of sin and Hell.

We couldn't agree more. The sad reality in the Church these days is, with rare exception here or there (and bravo to those few faithful who have remained so), nobody in the Establishment Church speaks in these terms any longer. Sin is a forgotten notion, almost completely ignored; so is confession.

Hell and damnation — in place of these truths, we are fed social justice nonsense and substitute catechesis that is produced by Protestants for Protestants. It's all about ecumenism and getting along and emoting and feeling good. And it's abundantly clear that none of this is going to change anytime soon.

Despite some, a few, encouraging signs here or there, too many bishops are doubling down on poor catechesis and ecumenism and horrible liturgy — everything that has created this chaos and catastrophe in the first place. So it's become clear that it's up to the faithful laity to step in and do something.

That's what the Church Militant Resistance is all about. We have about a thousand souls divided over a large number of dioceses who "get" the current crisis and its impact.

Here's the bottom line: The culture of death in all its various manifestations is rolling over and crushing too many Catholics, and the hierarchy seems completely paralyzed, and even sadly in some cases, cooperating in it. So we need to take action.

The goal of the Catholic Church is to produce saints. Nothing less. In fact, if you don't die a saint, then you are damned. So what we are talking about here is for all the marbles. The role of the bishops is to teach and do everything in their power to make the Church a saint factory, and yet too many of them simply don't.
They'll have to work that out with Our Blessed Lord when they die, and they will die one day, even those who refuse to teach or promote the truths of the Faith, like Hell and sin. God have mercy on them. But the conditions in the Church, which have been created by their coddling of the culture and demolition of the Faith, need to be resisted and resisted greatly. They aren't caring about the eternal welfare of your souls and your children's souls, so you have to — even more so.

The Catholic Church is the only means of salvation. Outside of it, there is no salvation. It was established by the Son of God for this mission — to continue His salvific work, through sacraments and preaching until He returns. By virtue of our baptisms and confirmations, we are duty-bound to continue this work as well in our own orbits of family, friends, loved ones, colleagues, whatever it is.

This requires absolute fidelity, not just intellectual private fidelity to the teachings of the Faith themselves, but the proclamation of them as salvific. The bishops aren't doing it sufficiently. Their chancery staffs certainly aren't. And that sad fact does not relieve us of the duty to do it.  

It actually makes it incumbent on us to step up and do even more. We must resist this spiritual suicide mission; we must do everything in our power as faithful laity to resist it in its destructive power. The evil that has penetrated the Church and created a climate of niceness is a poison that is destroying the mission of making saints. Catholic identity, which is another way of saying moving to sanctity on the way to Heaven, has been almost completely ripped out of the Church.

And what's worse is that many Catholics, the few who are still in the Church, are being fooled into believing that emotion-laden catechesis and non-stop blather about "New Evangelization" are being made to feel as though the answer to the crisis has finally arrived.

That belief must be resisted. It is false. It lulls souls into a false sense of security that all is not really as bad as it is — and see, look how things are improving! They are not improving. They are getting worse. The only correction to bad intellects and knowledge is well-informed intellects and good knowledge — the truths of the Faith.
2 of 62 readers’ comments
1. Both of my priests are true to The Faith. The church I attend was a Liberal "Church of Nice" prior to my joining that parish. It was changed several years ago by our bishop who has installed priests who teach the true faith. We sing a mix of traditional hymns, English and Latin chant and polyphony. God Bless the music director, who puts up with so much criticism from the uneducated parishioners. We, the choir members are regularly attacked about the "sad music". "We want to 'feel' happy" is the complaint we hear on a regular basis. The assembly has a hard time accepting the True Faith because they have been so led astray in years past, but these priests just hammer the homily every week and are not afraid to use the words Hell and Sin. God Bless them.

2. Did you ever wonder why Catholics don't hear about hell much anymore? One reason is because the New American Bible translation (approved by the American bishops and used in the Mass)) took the word hell out of the Gospels. They replaced it with the Hebrew word "Gehenna" or "netherworld" (much softer words). Check it out.

Completely Duped by the Dissenters
Time to turn the tables on them.

https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-completely-duped-by-the-dissenters
By Michael Voris, August 4, 2017
If one were to study the landscape of the Catholic Church in America these days, one would find not two, but three distinct groups who still self-identify as Catholic in meaningful ways. First, there are the Dissenters, well situated on the political and "theological Left." Then, we have the Traditionalists, occupying the other end of the spectrum, which is the correct end and who are certainly theologically accurate, as well as largely politically conservative. And then there are what could charitably be termed the Emotionals — a crowd typified by sharing some aspects of orthodoxy, yet having been brainwashed into a type of Protestant worship style, as well as being largely unaware of the Dissenters.

Indeed, some of what the Dissenters have preached and pushed for decades has been fully absorbed and accepted unquestioningly by the Emotionals particularly in areas of liturgy — from music, and reception of Holy Communion in the hand, to girl altar boys, to reception under both species, to the priest facing the people to name but a few.

The Emotionals crowd defines itself by, as the name implies, how they feel with regard to issues of the Faith. Attitudes about the Church are based on things they like. So, for example, they will go to such and such a Mass because they like Father or the band or the feeling of community. Issues like reverence, theological import of the sermon/homily etc. barely register with them as issues at all, much less as a determinant of importance. Small "T" traditions don't hold anywhere near the significance they should for the Emotionals, if they are even recognized at all. What they don't realize is that the loss of the small "T" traditions is how their children have come to lose the big "T" traditions and are falling away from the Faith.

One of the most clever tactics used by the Dissenters was to introduce "novelty" into Catholic identity — innovation that was passed off as "making things better," ultimately, meaning relevant. Once the canard was accepted that traditional Catholic belief and practice was irrelevant and not able to be "sold" to the public, then the doors were flung open to any and all innovations and novelty anyone could think of and did. This is what is largely bandied about today as the New Evangelization.
Big screens came into many parishes, choirs moved from the lofts to the front of the "stage" where applause could erupt after Mass, signaling the congregation's approval of their singing. Musical variety was accepted for just about every type of music, except sacred Catholic music. The emphasis shifted from the church building being the "door to Heaven," to an entrance to a meeting hall where "community" needed to be shared and experienced. In short, the emphasis for the People of God shifted from God to the people.

So now, hordes of incorrectly called "Eucharistic ministers" cascade into the sanctuary in nearly every parish in America each Sunday. The list of things that have been inspired by the Dissenters and then gone on to be embraced by the Emotionals could occupy a multi-volume collection. The term "useful idiots" could be applied here, in that due to a lack of proper catechesis and formation, most who still attend Mass, which is roughly 20 percent of the entire Catholic population, simply do not know what they do not know and are, therefore, easily manipulated. The Dissenters know how to play them, and they have done so masterfully.

The goal of the Dissenters has not been to convince the Emotionals to join the Dissenters but to completely sideline and ignore the Traditionalists in belief and practice. In short, the vast majority of Catholics today who still go to Mass have been completely duped by a fifty-year campaign of propaganda by the Dissenters and believe the Faith should be viewed by how it makes them feel.

Time to strike back at the Dissenters crowd. They have played a masterful game of cunning and deceit for decades. Much of the work in the Church for at least the next 50 years will be pushing back at correcting the chaos these Churchmen have piled on the faithful. Right now, for the most part, they still hold sway from Rome to many individual dioceses. But they are aging rapidly. Soon they will be gone. And what they have left behind is not a group of young, hippie-minded Catholics like themselves but a Church that has been abandoned by and large. They did not change the Church, just emptied out the pews.

There won't be much left to start rebuilding, but there will be enough. These next few years, which is all they have left, will be about resisting their evil and laying the groundwork for the greatest comeback in 2,000 years of our sacred history.

Game on Dissenters, you Leftists. We hope and pray you convert to the authentic faith, but until you do, your evil will not be tolerated.

4 of 211 readers’ comments
1. We hear things like, "Will the church please stand." We have stupid ditty songs like " We come to tell OUR story, we come to break the bread, we come to share our rising from the dead" and about how we come to the place of " dreams, signs, and wonders", not to mention the drumming band, etc. All of that is leading the pew sitters astray. A faithful person can clock in every Sunday and never learn the faith and that is a travesty.
2. What I'd give to have a church within driving distance that had altar rails and no "Eucharistic ministers."

3. Under the name of constantly making progress, the dissenters proclaim to be open to the lead of the Holy Spirit, that God may show us new things, and God is a God of surprise. This is not limited to the abuse of liturgy, now it is extended to the doctrine under the disguise of only modifying the practice. Indeed we must resist such evil. With great comeback, we must rebuild the authentic faith.

So first educate ourselves with the true faith, pick up the original Catechism, the Church Fathers' writings, and the Saints to read. Or sign up to be a Premium member with CM and learn from numerous educational videos. At the same time frequent Sacraments and find a good parish to attend. We should also spread what we learned to help fellow Catholics to know better. The current chaos is largely to do with most Catholics know very little about their faith.

4. Very hard when our leadership in Rome wandered off the reservation, followed by the vast majority of Cardinals and bishops worldwide. I no longer think of my Church as "Catholic" in the historical sense of the word. Instead, I look for churches where reverence is practiced and shown, at home or on the road, and I can live my faith and ignore the rest of them - including Rome and anything that comes out of it. It's sad, but it's the new reality and this approach gives me peace.
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