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Yoga doesn’t lead to God: Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt
See YOGA IS NOT A MEDIUM TO ATTAIN GOD-CARDINAL GEORGE ALENCHERRY (April 4, 2017. Not yet online) 
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Yoga doesn’t lead to God, says Kerala church report

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/yoga-doesnt-lead-to-god-says-kerala-church-report/articleshow/63620922.cms
Idukki, Kerala, April 5, 2018

While the central government has taken several steps to promote yoga in the country, the Syro-Malabar Church’s doctrinal commission report has said that it was not a medium to attain divine experience.
The report was prepared by the Pala diocese bishop Mar Joseph Kallarangattu*. It was approved by the Syro Malabar church synod recently. However, a group of priests and laity members have opposed the report. 
“Yoga is not a way to reach the God. It is not right to believe that it will be helpful to experience God or to have a personal encounter with the almighty. Yoga doesn’t bring about any improvement in any person,” said the report.
“The RSS and other Sangh Parivar groups are trying to promote yoga all over India. So, the laity should be more vigilant about the practice. Yoga has an important place in our culture. It is to be considered as a physical exercise or simply as postures to concentrate or to meditate,” the report adds.
“The laity and church heads should take care to avoid paying attention to yoga and other spiritual movements, which are totally against the Catholic faith. The yoga and other anti-Christian practices do not encourage the official teachings of the Church,” it said. In order to address various health problems, several Christians have been attending yoga sessions. But these practices promote anti-Christian views and culture. Any sensible person should not encourage such practices, said the doctoral commission (sic?) report.
*Bishop of Palai, Chairman, Doctrinal Commission of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India. 

The former Chairman, the pro-yoga Bishop Thomas Dabre** of Poona, won’t be pleased in the least. He happens to be a member of the present Doctrinal Commission under Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt.

The young Bishop Kallarangatt, 62, will be celebrating the 14th anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination on May 2. God bless him.
The TOI report generated a lot of heat and, in a matter of hours, provoked around 500 readers’ comments, many of them (including one from a man with a Christian name) hateful. (I stopped reading at around comment 50.) I found just one Catholic comment (from a lady) concurring with the Church’s teaching.
From: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: bpkallarangatt@gmail.com, aramanapala@gmail.com 
CC: jpamplany@gmail.com, bishopthomasdabre@gmail.com, Pune Diocese Poona punedioc@gmail.com 
Subject: YOGA DOESNT LEAD TO GOD-BISHOP JOSEPH KALLARANGATT Date: Thu, 5 Apr 2018 20:26:36 +0530

Dear Bishop Joseph,

Kudos. God Bless You. Pray for me. Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist, Chennai. FILE ATTACHED. KINDLY LOOK AT IT.
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2 YOGA DOCUMENTS
LETTER TO THE BISHOPS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON SOME ASPECTS OF CHRISTIAN MEDITATION CDF/CARDINAL JOSEPH RATZINGER OCTOBER 15, 1989

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LETTER_TO_THE_BISHOPS_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_ON_SOME_ASPECTS_OF_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION.doc
JESUS CHRIST THE BEARER OF THE WATER OF LIFE, A CHRISTIAN REFLECTION ON THE NEW AGE COMBINED VATICAN DICASTERIES FEBRUARY 3, 2003

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JESUS_CHRIST_THE_BEARER_OF_THE_WATER_OF_LIFE_A_CHRISTIAN_REFLECTION_ON_THE_NEW_AGE.doc
45 YOGA TESTIMONIES
NOTE: Use of orange color for a person’s name indicates that she/he was/became a religious/priest/pastor

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-01 MIKE SHREVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-01.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-02 TERRY JUSTISON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-02.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-03 KENT SULLIVAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-03.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-04 MICHAEL GRAHAM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-04.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-05 BRAD SCOTT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-05.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-06 JANICE CLEARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-06.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-07 CARL FAFORD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-07.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-08 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-08.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-09 DEBORAH HOLT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-09.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-10 DANION VASILE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-10.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-11 MICHAEL COUGHLIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-11.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-12 LAURETTE WILLIS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-12.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-13 KEITH AGAIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-13.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-14 VIRGO HANDOJO
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-14.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-15 PURVI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-15.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-16 PRISCILLA DE GEORGE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-16.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-17 SARAH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-17.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-18 BRANDY BORDEN SMITH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-18.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-19 CONNIE J. FAIT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-19.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-20 LOSANA BOYD
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-20.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-21 FR. PARESH PARMAR, CATHOLIC PRIEST
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-21.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-22 GINA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-22.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-23 JESSICA SMITH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-24 MARY GARDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-25 DANIEL SHAW
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-26 REV. DR. ED HIRD, ANGLICAN CHARISMATIC PASTOR
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-26.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-27 CARMEN CASTIELLA SANCHEZ-OSTIZ
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-27.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-28 JENNY UEBBING
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-28.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-29 ANONYMOUS FEMALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-29.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-30 BETH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-30.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-31 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-31.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-32 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-32.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-33 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-33.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-34 YASMEEN SURI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-34.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-35 FR. EZRA O.P.
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-35.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-36 FR. ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-36.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-37 ANONYMOUS FEMALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-37.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-38 ANONYMOUS FEMALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-38.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-39 ANONYMOUS MALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-39.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-40 ANONYMOUS MALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-40.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-41 FR. NICK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-41.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-42 ANONYMOUS FEMALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-42.doc
FROM ISLAM THROUGH YOGA AND NEW AGE TO CHRIST 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FROM_ISLAM_THROUGH_YOGA_AND_NEW_AGE_TO_CHRIST.doc
THE TRUE STORY OF A CATHOLIC VICTIM OF YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TRUE_STORY_OF_A_CATHOLIC_VICTIM_OF_YOGA.doc
TESTIMONY OF DELIVERANCE FROM A DEMON OF YOGA-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
