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You don’t have to be Catholic to be Focolare
Founded by a Catholic, Focolare today is an organization that focuses on a so-called “unity” of “the human family” (universal brotherhood) and religions – and on ecumenism and interreligious dialogue. As is the case with all kinds of inter-faith “dialogue”, it is at the expense of the primary commission of the Church, which is evangelization. The name of Jesus is hardly ever mentioned in Focolare (Movimento dei Focolari) events, except in the case of seeing/loving Him in others as the articles on the following pages will demonstrate. In other words, while there is a lot of talk about “God”, the unicity of Jesus is never stressed.
In India as in other regions of Asia, Focolare is “inculturated” (read as Hinduised/Buddhist-ised)

Some former insiders describe Focolare as a cult; there is even a forum for ex-Focolare members.

Read FOCOLARE, 'THE WORK OF MARY'-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS? 67 pages, 2010/2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FOCOLARE_THE_WORK_OF_MARY-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
5 Indian Catholic, Hindu youth take part in Youth Assembly in Rome
http://mattersindia.com/2019/09/5-indian-catholic-hindu-youth-take-part-in-youth-assembly-in-rome/
Rome, September 12, 2019
Five Indian youth, among 200 others from 67 countries, are attending the first Focolare Movement’s first international Youth Assembly, taking place at Castel Gandolfo, near Rome, Italy, September 10 – 15.
There are four Catholics and one Hindu youth from India. They are Julie Pao, Kumberly Nigrel, Daphne De Souza, Anthony P. Georgy and Laxman Kami.

They are participating to learn from others to build united world in society and contribute during the assembly and back home when they return from there, Marco Cardilli, youth coordinator of Focolare Movement India, told Matters India.

The International youth delegation belongs to different Churches, some followers of different religions, from a wide variety of different cultures across the globe. All have been called together in order to draw up proposals and a shared vision for the next six years, said Anna Lisa Innocenti, organizer.

“There’s a new thirst for something challenging and authentic among young people now. We’re very aware of the issues facing today’s world. And we realise that it’s too difficult to do anything about them on our own. We know how to link up with many other young people who want to be agents of change. And we can work together with the older generations too,” said Nicholas, a 27-year-old Italian and Amanda, 29, from Brazil.

Both are members of the commission who were involved in preparing the Focolare Movement’s first international Youth Assembly.

The idea for this Assembly first emerged in 2017 and has developed since then through numerous pre-Assemblies of youth in various locations around the world.

Many young people had expressed the desire to meet together and talk about issues important to their generation. At the same time, Focolare members older than young ones were asking how they view the Movement and the specific contribution they as young people can make today to become ever more dedicated to the cause of a united world.

“We ourselves identified the main topics to be covered by the Assembly. We’ve researched dynamic engaging methods to enable the young people present to express themselves freely while sharing ‘an experience of God,’” said Innocenti.

Participants come from Youth for a United World, young members of the Parish and Diocesan Movements, Seminarians (known as ‘Gens’) belonging to the Focolare Movement and young religious and consecrated men and women in formation (known as ‘GenRe’). So this is an innovative development for the Focolare – to bring together in the Assembly representatives of all the different youth expressions within the Movement. To facilitate the spirit of collaboration, a preparatory commission was formed in November 2018, comprising 15 people from the different youth wings in various parts of the world, most being aged under 30, with just a few older people too.

What they are discussing the Assembly includes the best way to ascertain the thoughts and desires of young people around the world was through a questionnaire.

In the preparatory Commission the organisers drew up four questions asking young people to describe two characteristics of someone identifying as a young Focolare member; to indicate two strong points and two things they would like to change in the Movement, giving reasons; to reflect on how to ensure the young people’s voice is heard within the Focolare Movement; to identify priorities for the forthcoming six years.

No less than 7,300 responses came in! Organisers felt the weight of responsibility as they collated all this input.

“From reading it all, we were able to produce a resource for the pre-assemblies around the world, which also nominated their own regional representatives. We then incorporated the feedback from these preliminary meetings into a working document for the main Assembly. It presents proposals, pointers and new perspectives on the international Assembly’s four central themes: formation and accompanying; going outwards; the identity of Focolare youth; the role of Focolare youth as protagonists,” said Innocenti.

“Now we’re all ready to be amazed and surprised by our Assembly! It will certainly provide a strong new impetus to go forward towards fulfilling Jesus’ dream: “That all may be one” (John 17:21), as we give our own contribution to the building up of a more united world,” she added.

The Focolare Movement has been in India since 1980 and today has communities and centers in Bangalore, Goa, Darjeeling, New Delhi, which promote activities and meetings for adults, families and young people.

Various social projects are flourishing around the Focolare communities, engaged in child education, improving conditions for women, supporting families in economic difficulties. Particular emphasis is placed on the spread of the values of “universal fraternity” among adolescents, reaching young people of all religions.

The Focolare Movement is an international organization that promotes the ideals of unity and universal brotherhood, founded in 1943 by Chiara Lubich.

India has 1.3 billion people. Its population could soon exceed China’s. It is a rapidly developing country with one of the biggest economies in the world. At the same time, there is tremendous illiteracy, poverty, and malnutrition. Its enormous religious variety includes the 80% Hindu majority and a 2.3% Christian minority. It is understandable that among the Focolare dialogues in a process in this land, the most developed is to promote interreligious dialogue.

Italy: Focolare young people welcome a Buddhist delegation from the Rissho Kosei-kai

http://www.unitedworldproject.org/en/workshop/italy-focolare-young-people-welcome-a-buddhist-delegation-from-the-rissho-kosei-kai/
By Paola Pepe, August 29, 2019

The most recent event for dialogue between the youth of Buddhist movement Rissho Kosei-kai and young people from the Focolare deepened their awareness, friendship and common commitment for world peace.
“All these years, wherever we’ve met, immediately the walls of our diversity vanished, and right away we found ourselves united with the same drive to want to work for world peace. This is also logical, since when our founder Nikkyo Niwano and Chiara Lubich originally met, right away they too found they were one, and for both it was a discovery to find someone seriously willing to work for peace in the world.” This is how Yoshie Nishi, vice director of the Rissho Kosei-kai’s youth branch, began to tell the story of symposia between young people from the Buddhist movement and the Focolare that began in 2008.This year’s edition, which happened at the Focolare’s international headquarters in Italy, had the theme “World peace starts from us: now is the time to step forward”.

“The world is divided in many places,” explained the Rissho Kosei-kai youth. “Refugees, poverty, economic difficulties, etc. and not just at a national level, but throughout the small world where we live. On one hand, with the spread of the internet, you can create close links with the entire world, but on the other hand, poor relationships exist where conversations with next-door neighbours never happen.” There were many moments to share everyday experiences of peace: changes of lifestyle and actions that involve others and change reality positively.

“We want to move forward and always look to each other and the challenges we see in the world,” said Rita and Henrique of the Focolare to their Japanese friends, “contributing to reaching a world that is more united, fraternal, where we can have more peace. But it is a peace that does not exclude people who are outcast, but that makes other people’s needs our own in order to one day arrive at the goal of ‘No one in need.’ This is how the catchphrase that young people in the Focolare have chosen for the United World Week 2019 and for the course Pathways for a United World.” There was also real action in the symposium schedule: preparing and distributing hot meals at Rome’s Ostiense Station together with the RomAmoR ONLUS Association, which helps the homeless, elderly and immigrants. The Japanese delegation then participated in an audience with Pope Francis and experienced a day of sharing and in-depth study at the international centre of Loppiano, with young people at the school of formation and Sophia University Institute.
NEW AGE PEACE-MICHAEL PRABHU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc 

Focolare Movement: unity and peace among young people belonging to different religions
http://www.fides.org/en/news/62262-ASIA_INDIA_Focolare_Movement_unity_and_peace_among_young_people_belonging_to_different_religions
New Delhi, May 11, 2017

Promoting unity, peace and solidarity among young people belonging to different religions in India: this is the aim of a series of events that the Focolare Movement in India have organized in May, especially to strengthen the path of interreligious dialogue. The theme of the special week, celebrated by young Focolare people at an international level, was "Change your heart to change the world".
Young people in India, reports Valentino to Fides, a lay consecrated of the Focolare in Mumbai, have promoted events, public meetings, conferences and cultural debates, common actions to testify that "a united world is possible", leaving a tangible sign of this unity in the cities involved, across the nation.
Bangalore, for example, organized an "international dinner" which brought together young people from different religions and nationalities, with representatives from 15 nations including Uzbekistan, Yemen and Zambia. In Goa a book fair highlighted the pluralism of longstanding cultures and religions, while Mumbai hosted workshops of art, singing, cinema and dance, all focused on the issue of conflict and peace management. In the capital Delhi the "Run4Unity" marathon quietly invaded the streets of the city, children and the boys who brought enthusiasm and a smile to the passers-by were the protagonists.
The enormous religious variety of India includes 80% of Hindus and a 2.3% Christian minority. The Focolare Movement has been in India since 1980 and today has communities and centers in Bengal, Bangalore, Goa, Darjeeling, Bengal, New Delhi, which promote activities and meetings for adults, families and young people. Various social projects are flourishing around the Focolare communities, engaged in child education, improving conditions for women, supporting families in economic difficulties. Particular emphasis is placed on the spread of the values of "universal fraternity" among adolescents, reaching young people of all religions.
The Focolare Movement is an international organization that promotes the ideals of unity and universal brotherhood, founded in 1943 by Chiara Lubich.
Focolare movement emphasizes spirituality of unity
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2019/09/focolare-movement-emphasizes-spirituality-of-unity/
By Andrew Nelson, Lilburn, September 5, 2019

Saba Ukbai flitted around her kitchen, preparing the potluck dishes filling the center island and offering everyone water as her husband, Tadesse Haileyesus, hugged incoming guests, encouraging them to treat the red brick home as their own.
Not overlooking any details of hospitality, Haileyesus guided a man with a plate heavy with food to sit down and straightened the placemat just so.

“This is Jesus in our midst. Where Jesus is, is love,” Ukbai, a teacher’s’ aide, tells some 20 people crowded in to her home.

The women and men are members of the Focolare movement, which emphasizes a spirituality of unity. The foundation of the lay Catholic organization is one simple idea—people of all faiths, or none, can find common ground and with it comes a sense of belonging and love for each other.

This international movement has been in the Atlanta Archdiocese for a dozen years.
In 2006, a Focolare center for the Southeast opened in the archdiocese. A house of consecrated men recently opened its doors, joining an existing women’s community in metro Atlanta.

Four men of Focolare live in a rented split-level home in Decatur, a little more than a mile from the campus of Emory University. They are all consecrated men taking private vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. They are natives of the United States, Holland, Italy and the Philippines. The group recently shared a dinner of chicken, brown rice, broccoli and zucchini.

Stephen Schubert, 48, grew up in Texas. As a young adult, he said he was on a spiritual quest.
“I’ve always sort of been a bridge builder. I loved bringing people together. I didn’t hear any voices, but I had a deep sense of God (saying) ‘I have something more special for you.’”

He was introduced to Focolare and it felt right.

“I jumped in. It was love at first sight,” said Schubert.

A few years later, he pursued his vocation as a consecrated lay member. After training in Italy and Switzerland, followed by living in Chicago, New York and Dallas, he finds himself living in Atlanta. Like all members, he works, and with his background in counseling he’s recently started work in the field. The paychecks are put into a common account to support the house budget and the movement.

The ‘Work of Mary’**
Focolare is rooted in a “communitarian spirituality,” he said, which Schubert described as “where we go to God together.”
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Hashem Fudaeel, left, a Muslim and a member of Focolare, sings a song entitled “The Treasure” with Sonia Amorim, another Focolare member. Amorim, a native of Brazil, has lived in Georgia for 23 years. She was a Buddhist for 30 years before converting to Catholicism. The theme of the Aug. 17 gathering of Focolare members was “God is our treasure; how do we choose Him?”
A fundamental view of the Focolare is an “attitude of openness and deep desire to know the other person. That other person was created as a gift for me and I was created as a gift for that other person,” he said.

Karen Kotara, 57, is a longtime consecrated member of Focolare. She moved to Georgia from Texas to live in the women’s community. She works as a parish secretary at St. Joseph Church, Marietta.  As a young person, she was drawn to the immediacy of Focolare spirituality.

“I was blown away because I can live it now,” said Kotara.

As a community, its goal is to reinforce how “God doesn’t see our failures. God sees us starting again,” she said, paraphrasing Focolare’s founder Chiara Lubich.
Ukbai, 51, works as an educational aide at St. John Neumann School, Lilburn. She’s a married member of Focolare with five children. Haileyesus, 52, a statistician at the Centers for Disease Control, is active in the group too. A priest introduced her to the group 30 years ago in her native Eritrea. At the time, with a conflict between her country and neighboring Ethiopia, the need for unity seemed clear, she said.

But here in the United States, she said the same effort toward unity is necessary.

“It helps me be a good mother. It helps me be a good neighbor,” said Ukbai. “It is not about showing, preaching, talking to the other. Instead of telling them, I really try to live it. That neighbor is Jesus. I have to treat that person like I am treating Jesus.”

The Focolare movement took shape out of the ruins of war. In 1943 as World War II wrecked Italy, an elementary school teacher Chiara Lubich, hiding in air raid shelters, came to believe only God’s love could be the antidote to violence. She envisioned a life following Jesus’ prayer “that they all may be one,” drawing on the Gospel of St. John.
Other believers followed. The community became known as Focolare, the Italian word for “hearth,” while it’s officially called “The Work of Mary.”

The process for Lubich’s beatification and canonization began in 2015 and is currently in the diocesan phase.

Focolare members are from all walks of life and all age groups who are drawn to its grounding in a spirit of unity. The movement serves in 89 countries, according to the Vatican, with millions of adherents.
Bridging religious gaps
The group in metro Atlanta gathers monthly to reflect on selected Mass readings and Focolare commentary. Speakers are invited to share how they have tried to live out the group’s mission.

Well known outside the United States, the Foclarini, as members call themselves, are active in bridging religious gaps and fostering interreligious dialogue. One of its deep connections is with the American Society of Muslims, the largest African American Muslim group in the United States.

Gathering in the Lilburn home are Atlanta members of Focolare. They are natives of Italy and Brazil, Colombia and the United States, Eritrea and Philippines, the Dominican Republic and Nigeria. It’s one of the monthly gatherings. They share dishes of Injera, bread from East Africa to dip into lentils, pasta and empanadas.

Hashem Fudaeel, 52, is a Muslim who has a relationship with Focolare dating back to the late 1990s. He organized shared visits to his East Atlanta mosque between Focolare and Muslims in the past. He wants to rebuild those ties. The foundation of love between people is shared among faiths, he said.
“There are so many divisions. We are one humanity. We learn something from each other. That’s the example we need to show for other religious communities,” said Fudaeel, a biologist at a water treatment plant.

As the group shared reflections on a Bible passage, Ruth Ramby played with her toddler son, while also listening to the talk and translating for her mother. Ramby, 31, grew up surrounded by Focolare members in her native Dominican Republic. She attends St. Thomas More Church, Decatur.

“It puts your faith into practice with ways to see and live in the world, to live in harmony and unity,” Ramby said. “For me, it gives you a way to see things a little bit differently.”

The work can be challenging and people aren’t saints, but the Focolare members strive to live in unity, she said.

“It helps you be a good person. It’s a way of living,” said Ramby. “It’s a large family that supports everyone, absolutely everyone.”

**The “Work of Mary”? Anything but!

Focolare and personal dependence
https://www.traditioninaction.org/Questions/B356_Lubich.html
May 11, 2010

Dear Tradition in Action, I heard today that a young woman who was a protégé of Chiara Lubich, of the Focolare movement, is going to be beatified soon. I heard that the girl, whose original name I can't remember, was re-named "Chiara", by Chiara herself, as the girl became quite fond of Lubich (it seems to me the girl was idolizing Chiara, who saw fit not to tell the girl to re-name herself "Mary" in honor of our Blessed Mother, but "Chiara", in honor of Chiara).
I am aware that there are cultish characteristics in the Focolare movement, and that it is so "ecumenical" that Catholicism is not even a "preferred religion".
My question is this: if Focolare is indeed a cult, could a member who idolized the cult's founder be validly beatified? Apparently, a miracle has been verified and attributed to this little "Chiara's" intercession. I know the Pope and the Magisterium are infallibly guided by the Holy Spirit, but I have a real problem with this situation. Could you please comment on this? -L.I.

Tradition in Action responds:
Let us start by distinguishing two points in your letter: first, the goal and orientation of the Focolare movement; second, the personal relation between the founder and one of her followers.
1. The goal of Focolare is to promote religious unity and universal brotherhood. As you pointed out, it is an ecumenical aim and should be criticized for that. We know that the Catholic Church always forbade inter-confessional initiatives (see here, here and here). Following this teaching, true Catholics must resist the ecumenical orientation of the conciliar Popes, who teach an ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue that differs from the past Magisterium of the Church. We are completely free to disapprove of the Focolare movement in this regard.

2. Another thing is the personal relation that you criticize as being cultish.
Certainly we have to be careful not to idolize persons. We are all aware of the terrible influence that great demagogues such as Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini exerted over millions in the last century, and we do not want to see a repeat of such dangers. This is also the case of sects like the Guyana followers of Jim Jones, who committed collective suicide at the order of their idolized leader.
However, there is something very good that always existed among Catholics which is the habitual good influence of superiors over inferiors. Most of the religious Orders were established based on fidelity to their founders. Think about the Benedictine, Franciscan and Dominican religious who honored their founders so much that they named their Orders after them. The Benedictines went so far as to include the name of the founder at the end of the name of each religious: O.S.B., which stands for Order of Saint Benedict. In a certain way each Benedictine adopts the name of the founder.
St. Francis of Borgia and St. Francis Xavier followed the orders of their superior St. Ignatius of Loyola as if he were Our Lord Himself. So, to see Our Lord or Our Lady in a superior is not an act of idolatry per se or something that characterizes a pagan cult. It can well be an act of virtue to be imitated.
This dependence on a superior is not only a religious characteristic approved by the Church, but it is also a reflection of the Natural Order. We have a whole historical era in Christendom that was based on relationships of personal dependence: superior-inferior, suzerain-vassal. This was Feudalism. One thousand blessed years of history were built upon this regime of protection-service. Again, there were no cultish relations in that regime. Those men were models of normality and masculinity.
Two movements appeared that were violently against this natural and religious salutary dependence: they were Protestantism and the French Revolution, both claiming that every dependence was an exploitation. They pretended to liberate men form that 'primitive' feudal stage of History. They created revolutionary myths of independence which at depth repeated the cry of Lucifer: Non serviam - I will not have anyone over me!
Today, the revolutionaries continue to spread that every dependence is bad, without distinguishing the wheat from the chaff. Therefore, let us be careful not to fall into the error that all cases of religious dependence and all personal relations with superiors are cultish, so that we do not pay tribute to the Revolution. We hope this will answer your question.

Focolare: a sect?
http://www.focolare.net/gesprek.html
2011-3-8

Interview of Monique Goudsmit by Johan Detraux
The book BEVRIJD (transl. = Liberated) by Monique Goudsmit (54) was recently published. Since the age of ten, Monique had been a member of the Focolare community in her city of birth, Eindhoven, Holland. She turned into the ideal Focolare youth. Her photo was even on the wall in the world center in Rome. Overall, Monique was a member of this Catholic sect for 25 years. We would like to draw attention to her story and book.

How did you get caught up in the Focolare?

As a child of ten I came into contact with the Focolare, a movement started in Italy in 1943 by the recently deceased Chiara Lubich. The goal of the movement is to live closely according to the Gospel, as the first Christians did: in love for God and in mutual love with all neighbors. The objective is to realize this unity throughout the World.

My father had just died and our family, which consisted of my mother and four young children, was invited to a Focolare summer meeting - a meeting that lasted several days. Saddened by everything I had to go through in that period, I was receptive to the friendliness of the people in the Focolare and the way they smiled so sweetly at me. It was exactly what I needed. I was raised with a strong faith, and the realization of spirituality was already present very early on in my life.  

What I heard in the Focolare fascinated me. It seemed wonderful to be so united with each other and to recognize that you were a part of the greater whole. In Eindhoven, where I lived at the time, there was a Focolare community - Focolare being the Italian word for fireplace. After school I often went there, almost every day. Sometimes I stayed the night. I sought safety there.

Naturally, I often joined meetings and helped to organize activities for young people. In the evenings, in bed, I read Chiara’s meditation books and enjoyed them. I was enthusiastic and fanatically took part in trying to convince as many people as possible about our great Ideal of Unity. I was certain I had the calling to become a focolarina. I wanted to commit my life to God and as a disciple of Chiara I wanted to give up everything to help realize the words of Jesus, “May they all be one.”

When I was nineteen, I received approval from the center in Rome to enter. I was allowed to live in the Focolare of Amsterdam. I lived there until I was thirty-four. In 1988 I left the Movement.

How was life in the community?

Over a great many years, I lived as part of the Focolare community, usually living with five or six other women. Occasionally, the composition changed. Sometimes someone was sent to another Focolare house in another country and sometimes a new individual joined. Apart from ourselves, there were also male Focolares.

Most of us had a job outside the Focolare. I worked as a social worker and donated my entire salary to the community. Everyone did. The evenings were always filled with meeting for our own community, for the youth or for sympathizers from the area around our Focolare. We listened to talks given by Chiara or told of our own experiences of living in unity.

Meetings were often held in our house, although we also journeyed frequently throughout the country on our apostolic mission. Until late in the evenings we were busy and it wasn’t easy to find time for prayer and meditation (on the basis of the writings of Chiara), but also that was on our daily program. Moreover, the weekends were usually filled with gatherings or preparing for big events. On top of all this, household chores had to be squeezed in. There was never time for anything other than the Focolare. I had a chronic shortage of sleep.

What sectarian elements did you experience in the Focolare?

One of the key concepts in the Focolare is that of unity - the dream image of an ideal World. But this has to fit into a great spiritual hierarchy. If it was about life in the community or at a random gathering, there was always a capo, a “responsible”, with whom you had to “make unity”. This person had the grace to express what was the will of God. To object was unacceptable; no questions were asked.

Emotions, creativity or a personal idea, had to be kept inside in order to be one with the capo, because that was the way to be unified with Chiara, and she had the “charisma of unity”. It was as if we were united through the blood vessels of one big mystical body. We used the slogans given by Chiara. In that way we had our own terminology, often ungraspable to outsiders. On many occasions, I was told: “Monique must not exist, Monique has to die for the unity.”

Unity was seen as more important than your own conscience. I had given up everything for that holy goal I hoped to find fulfillment in. But I didn’t realize that the price was my most authentic self. The more I sank into the life of unity, the less I was able to form my own opinions and maintain a critical view. I was without identity.

Last year I heard an interesting statement by Job Cohen, mayor of Amsterdam: “We humans are all alike and we are all unlike each other. The beauty is to bring these differences together.” In the Focolare I never experienced unity as a common humanity, but as a common submission to one doctrine, to one person.

To keep the growing movement in hand there was a system of total control. I have experienced how everything, right down to the smallest detail, was reported to the responsible. Everything was accounted for, everything shared. There was no freedom of personal thought. Even the most intimate thoughts were being “brought to the unity”. There was no privacy whatsoever.

At bigger gatherings, so-called “guardian angels” were appointed to spend time with people who were there for the first time or to keep an eye on “difficult people”. In the evenings, we had to report who had said what. On a regular basis everything was reported to the center in Rome. I never felt even the smallest opportunity for a spontaneous action of my own, because by doing so, I would have put myself outside the unity.

Can you tell some more regarding the book you have written about your life in the Focolare?

I am now 54 years of age and I have written a book about my life, about the road I have travelled since I was born, about becoming aware, about growth and about exploring my strength - my healing story. Although it is now more than 20 years since I left the Focolare, looking back and working on my book, I increasingly realized how the sect had had an invasive impact on my life - this is a most prominent chapter in my book, among several others.

Raised in the transit between the age of Fish and the age of Aquarius, my book - and my personal progression - is very much about cutting loose from gurus and leaders; about increasingly finding my autonomy and freedom. It is about growing above the childish belief in which the “mother” dictates and I obey like a child, and more towards an adult spirituality. It is about finding a deep personal connection with the Source of Life - one in which no Movement or leader can sit in-between.

Of course, I still get inspiration from wise, interesting people, a good book or film, or simply through the things that life brings me. However, it is just like getting petrol - sometimes I need fuel to move on, but the owner of the petrol station no longer tells me which road to travel. Now, I make my own choices. It is my car and I am behind my own steering wheel.

Naturally, taking life into your own hands is not easy after there has been so much “thought” on your behalf for more than 20 years. The process of growth has been painful. My development had been halted for such a long time, so I had to catch up with learning. I have had to consider all the following questions: “Who am I?” “What are my limits and how do I respect the limits of other people?” “How do I relate to sexuality?” “How can I, as an adult woman in the world, have an open heart for others and still be faithful to myself?”
A big part of my book describes the pitfalls I encountered. After fifteen years of falling down and standing up again, with intensive therapies and the support of friends I have made along the way I can now say: “I did it!” I have become who I am, a human being among many others. I have come so far that I can now mean something to others with comparable experiences, without falling down myself. I stand strong and I am happy to help others with problems in the field of sects.

Finally, what would you like to tell readers about this article?

In my past, including the Focolare period, I saw no good or evil. There was no “blame”. I now ask myself, “Why did I let the things I am not proud of happen and why did I so fanatically follow the people of the Focolare at that time?” Nobody forced me, I did it myself. It happened the way it happened because I, first as a child and later as an adolescent, was unable to act differently or to see how I could do things in another way.

In my book I describe my truth, how I have experienced things. Apart from positive experiences I also have negative memories of certain people and happenings. But what I can also see is that the people of the Focolare are caught in their own “system”. They have no bad intentions but, probably, they are not able to do things differently. From this thought my book is no accusation or criticism of the Focolare. Every human being has his or her own path to walk. I want to look with mildness on others - and on myself.

Monique Goudsmit

New Corpus Christi Bishop is Into Focolare Cult

http://eponymousflower.blogspot.com/2010/01/new-houston-bishop-is-into-focolare.html
January 20, 2010

We were over whispering at the Loggia and people thought we were crazy, we were whispering to ourselves whispering these words like a curse, "the new ordinary of Corpus Christi is into Focolare?" But what Rocco won't tell you, because he can't tell you, is that there is a problematic aspect to the Focolare movement. Most of you who are self-described Traditionalists probably know that Focolare is a movement of masonic proportions rooted in the heretical Sillonist Movement condemned by Notre Charge Apostolique. But this site isn't just for you, we're trying to inform other people, we hope, things that we pick up that the ordinary person in the pew won't see and doesn't realize, actually teaches some things that are contradictory to what the Church teaches. Now before you go on accusing us of setting up a parallel magisterium of our own creation, take the time to find out what Focolare stands for. You don't have to be a fire breathing traditionalist to be upset about a cultic, Pentecostal group like Focolare. I wouldn't want my children participating in it and you shouldn't either.
Reference works dealing with the phenomenon of Focolare:
The Pope's Armadas...
Christian Order...
The Seven Capital Vices of the Movements, According to "La Civiltà Cattolica"
http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/7057%26eng%3Dy.html EXTRACT
By Sandro Magister, July 16, 2004

NON-CATHOLICS IN THE HOUSE
The third challenge "is constituted by the fact that some ecclesial movements [...] admit baptized non-Catholics": if these "were to become very numerous, they might influence the general assemblies to make substantial statutory changes, putting in danger the Catholic nature of the movement itself."
This brings to mind the Focolare movement founded and headed by Chiara Lubich, which counts among its members thousands of non-Catholics and non-Christians, among whom are many Muslims and Buddhists. It is true that the non-Catholics belonging to Focolare do not enjoy any deliberative power, but the fear is that they might gain influence as a pressure group and weigh upon the public image of the movement and of the Church, in a relativistic sense.
The Faith Next Door: American Christians and Their New Religious Neighbors
https://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780195386219.001.0001/acprof-9780195386219-chapter-9
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CHAPTER VIII: Unity in Spirituality
The Focolare Movement

The Catholic Focolare Movement was founded by the late Chiara Lubich in Italy during World War II in order to rediscover the communal love and spirituality of the early Christians. The movement includes several “minicities” around the world, each called a permanent Mariapolis (after Mary, Mother of Unity). The Focolare engage in “dialogues of love” with spiritually minded members of other faiths, including Buddhists, Hindus, Jews, and Sikhs. This chapter focuses on the relationship between the Focolare movement and the American Society of Muslims, the largest African American Muslim group in the United States, followers of mainstream Islam under the leadership of the late Imam Warith Deen Mohammed. The chapter features testimonies by Focolare members and Muslims about their dialogues of love. “For us it is encountering Jesus in every person,” says the codirector of the Chicago Focolare community. “We love everybody who comes our way.”

Some controversial Catholic Movements and the reaction of Church leadership
http://www.sylvaner.cat/mm/file/Lennon_Controversial%20Catholic%20Movements.pdf EXTRACT

By J. Paul Lennon, 49 pages
4. Focolare and the official Catholic Church today: 
“On the tenth anniversary of the death of the founder, Chiara Lubich, Pope Benedict sent a message to the movement. Chiara Lubich passed away on 14 March 2008, at the Focolare headquarters at Rocca di Papa, near Rome, following a long illness. 
By Robin Gomes 
March 14, 2018 
Wednesday marked the 10th anniversary of the death of Chiara Lubich, the charismatic Italian Catholic lay woman who founded the worldwide Focolare Movement for spiritual and social renewal, in order to build a more united world based on respect and esteem for diversity. Chiara Lubich passed away on 14 March 2008, at the movement’s headquarters at Rocca di Papa, near Rome, following a long illness. She was born Silvia Lubich in Trent, northern Italy, on 22 January 1920. During World War II, while bombs were raining down on her home town, the 23-year old Lubich had a powerful religious experience, which led her to consecrate herself to God. On 7 December 1943, she changed her name to Chiara, after St. Clare of Assisi. This date is considered the beginning of the Focolare movement. Through the Focolare (small communities of lay volunteers) she helped contribute to strengthening communion within the Catholic Church and initiated important work for Christian unity, interfaith dialogue and dialogue with contemporary culture. Today amongst its members are also many who profess no particular religion. Pope Benedict XVI had sent a message for Lubich’s funeral held in the Roman Basilica of St Paul’s Outside the Walls, describing her as a “woman of intrepid faith, a meek messenger of hope and peace”. Speaking on the occasion of her 10th death anniversary, Vatican Secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin recalled Lubich and her movement’s obedience and docility to the Church, even in very difficult times. He particularly highlighted her two contributions. While deepening and enlivening the Marian and apostolic character of the Church, she also made a strong call to unity, so that “they all be one,” that the world may believe. This, Cardinal Parolin said, she accomplished through love for one another just as Jesus taught us. Today, the Focolare Movement is present in 194 countries, and there are about 120,000 people who are part of its structures (members) and one and a half million people who adhere to it or sympathize with it.” (Vatican News) 
References to Focolare can be found on I.C.S.A. website, specifically in the following article published in ICSA TODAY: I Really Believed That This Way of Living Was Right19 Testimony from the Netherlands “… transcript of an interview, conducted in March 2010, with Monique Goudsmit, in the Dutch magazine Vriendin[a] (No. 10, March 10, 2010). [1] Religious sects have often been in the news in recent years. After twenty-five years, Monique succeeded in breaking free from the strict Catholic movement, Focolare[b]. Monique published a book about her experiences: Bevrijd – Over Identiteitsverlies en de Lange Weg naar Heelwording (Liberated—About Losing Identity and the Long Road to Healing). (2009). ISBN 978-94-90075-10-1. schrijven@calbona.nl “A few years ago, I felt a strong urge to write a book. I had gone through such a strong personal growth that I wanted to put those experiences on paper. But I also wanted to skip a certain period 10 of my life—a time I didn’t want to think back upon. However, when I plunged into the work I discovered that those years were indispensable to my story because there lay the roots of my journey of self-discovery. For twenty-five years I have tried to erase Monique. As a girl of ten I came in contact with the Focolare, a Catholic movement from Italy founded in 1943. My father, with whom I had a strong tie, had been to a gathering. I still recall the fire in his voice when he talked about it. It was as if he had found a great happiness there. What exactly, I didn’t understand, but I was very curious. Shortly thereafter he died, completely unexpectedly. At the ICSA Conference in Trieste, Italy, July 2013 a former member of the Focolare, Renata Patti, expressed her concerns re the founder and the work A book on the Internet, Dec. 20, 2012 is dedicated to a long-serving member of the Focolare who committed suicide close to the Focolare center where she had lived for fifteen years: “To Marisa Baù, a 48-year-old Italian Focolarina who recently committed suicide at the end of 2011 and was found hanged close to the residence in Montet, Fribourg, Switzerland.” The Focolare/Sect web page uses the Lifton criteria to respond in the affirmative: “We believe the Focolare has some sectarian aspects or tendencies and we will give the proof of it. We have studied the Focolare organization closely and compared this to a study by G.A. Galanti Ph.D. who investigated the Unification Church (Moonie-sect). Our study discovered over 10 different techniques of mind control that are being used by both organizations. These techniques have been described by Robert Jay Lifton in 1961 in his excellent book Study of brainwashing. We are convinced that there is clear proof of the sectarian character of the Focolare organization. Let us give you a few examples: 
1. Milieu control 
The environment where people have their education is a closed one. We found at least 19 so called new villages where Focolare people live and work together to get a two-year education in the doctrine of the organization. In these cities the group is the only reality and members take on the beliefs, values and behaviors of the new culture of Focolare. 
2. Mystical manipulation 
Members are convinced that the group is working toward a Higher purpose, to bring the world to God and God to the world. They believe that they are different because they live their Ideal instead of only having it. People who join Focolare are convinced that they can make a difference in the world. 
3. Sacred science 
An aura of sacred science surrounds the belief system. This is institutionalized in the ABBA school. The Focolare dogmas are presented as Truth. This truth has been revealed to the leader of Focolare, Chiara Lubich, and it is not falsifiable.
Focolare movement seen as a growing influence inside Vatican
http://clericalwhispers.blogspot.com/2012/04/focolare-movement-seen-as-growing.html
April 9, 2012

Focolare movement seen as a growing influence inside Vatican

At the Vatican, it's the hour of the Focolarini. 

Even the writing of the meditations that accompany the papal Via Crucis on Good Friday at the Colosseum has been entrusted, this year, to an historic couple of the movement founded by Chiara Lubich.

They are the spouses Anna Maria and Danilo Zanzucchi, according to the movement's website "among the first married couples to follow the spirituality of unity promoted by Chiara Lubich."

Former consultants for the pontifical council for the family, the two were "directors of the New Families Movement for about 40 years and still actively continue to give their precious contribution to this branch of the Focolare Movement."

"It’s the first time that the Holy Father has entrusted this task to a married couple," the site notes, not without a certain sense of pride.

But the assignment of writing the meditations for the Via Crucis of 2012 is, for the Focolarini, just the crowning of a series of much more important appointments that have accumulated to their advantage during the pontificate of Benedict XVI.

One Focolarino, in fact, is Cardinal Ennio Antonelli, who in 2008 was called to head the pontifical council for the family, joining another Focolarino in the curia at the time, Monsignor Vincenzo Zani, since 2002 the undersecretary of the congregation for Catholic education.

Another Focolarino is the new Brazilian cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, who in 2011 was appointed prefect of the congregation for religious, where he brought about a change of course with respect to the conservative leadership of his predecessor, the Slovenian Franc Rodè. 

(The author of a doctoral thesis on liberation theology, Braz de Aviz supported the selection as undersecretary of his dicastery of Sister Nicla Spezzati, who unlike her predecessor, Sister Enrica Rosanna, does not usually wear the religious habit.)

Also a Focolarino is Archbishop Giovanni Angelo Becciu, who in 2011 was selected as the new substitute of the secretariat of state, a key role in the central government of the Catholic Church, across whose desk pass all the most important practices of the Roman curia.

Becciu belongs to the pontifical diplomatic corps, and was the nuncio in Cuba. But he is not the only Focolarino who is part of the Holy See's diplomatic corps. There are many Vatican ambassadors from the times of John Paul II who can be counted among the members and sympathizers of Focolare.

These are the current nuncios in Poland (Celestino Migliore, the former Vatican deputy foreign minister and representative at the UN), Lithuania (Luigi Bonazzi), Malta (Tommaso Caputo, former head of protocol in the secretariat of state), Jordan (Giorgio Lingua), Brazil (Giovanni d'Aniello), as well as the permanent observer to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, Monsignor Aldo Giordano.

Yet another Focolarino, in the secretariat of state, is Archbishop Luciano Suriani, delegate for pontifical representations: a sort of personnel chief not only for Vatican diplomats, but for the whole Roman curia.

Then must be added the fact that not a few Focolarini work in various offices of the curia. If the pope has in his secretariat a consecrated laywoman of the Schoenstatt Institute, Birgit Wansing, cardinal secretary of state Tarcisio Bertone numbers among his personal secretaries the focolarina Eurosia Bertolassi, his collaborator since he was second in command of the congregation for the doctrine of the faith.

The relationship between Bertone and the Focolarini goes back a long way. It was to them, in fact, when he was secretary of the Holy Office, that he entrusted in 2000 the ultimately unsuccessful attempt to bring back to the straight and narrow the bizarre African archbishop Emmanuel Milingo.

And it was with one of the children of the Zanzucchi couple, Michele, that Cardinal Bertone wrote a book-length interview on pope Karol Wojtyla: "Un cuore grande."
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